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-OF THE DIFFERENT SPECIES ä 
PHILOSOPHY. | 


5 OY 


ORAL philoſophy, or the ſcience of human nature, 


may be treated after two different manners ; each of - 


which has its peculiar merit, and may contribute to the enter- 


tainment, inſtruction, and reformation of mankind. The one 


conſiders man chiefly as born for action; and as influenced in 
his actions by taſte and ſentiment; purſuing one object, and 


avoiding another, according to the value which theſe objects 


ſeem to poſſeſs, and according to the light in which they preſent 
| themſelyes, Virtue, of all objects, is the moſt valuable and 
lovely ; and accordingly this ſpecies of philoſophers paint her 
in the moſb amiable colours; borrowing all helps from poetry 
and eloquence, and treating their ſubje& in an eaſy and ob- 
vious manner, and ſuch as is beſt fitted to pleaſe the imagina- 


tion, and engage the affections. They ſelect the moſt ſtriking 


— 


obſervations and inſtances from common life; place oppoſite 


characters in a proper contraſt ; ; and alluring us into the paths 
of virtue by the views of glory and happineſs, direct our ſteps 
in theſe paths by the ſoundeſt precepts and moſt illuſtrious ex- 
amples. They make us feel the difference between vice and 
virtue; they excite and regulate our ſentiments ; and fo they 


can but bend our hearts to the love of probity and true ho- 
| 18 IS: nour, . 
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nour, they think, that hi have fully attained the end of al 
their labours. | bee ele holy oro aerobics 
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. The other ſpecies of philoſophers treat man rather as a rea- 


ſonable than an active being, and endeavour to fam his under- 
ſtanding more than cultiwock his manhers. They regard man- 
| | kind as a ſubject of ſpeculation; and with a narrow ſcrutiny . 
* i | examine human nature, in order to find-thoſe principles, which 5 
regulate our underſtanding, excite our ſentiments, and make 
us approve or blame any particular object, action, or beha- 
viour. They think it a reproach to all literature, that philo- 
ophy mould not yet have fixed, beyond controverſy, the foun- | 
dation of morals, reaſoning, and criticiſm, and ſhould for ever 
talk of truth and. falſhood, vice and virtue, beauty and 5 
deformity, without being able to determine the ſource of theſe 
diſtinctions. While they attempt this arduous taſk, they are 
deterred by no. difficulties; but proceeding from particular 1 in- 
ſtances to general principles, they ſtill puſh. on their inquiries 
to principles more general, and reſt not ſatisfied till they arrive 5 
at thoſe original principles, by which, in every. ſcience, all 
| | human curioſity muſt be bounded... Though their ſpeculations: . 
ſeem abſtract, and even unintelligible to common readers, they 
pleaſe themſelves with the approbation of the learned and the 
wiſe; and think themſelves ſufficiently compenſated for the la- 
| : ; hours: of their whole lives, if they can diſcover ſome hidden 
| 1 i truths, which may contribute to the. inſtruction, of poſtenty.. 


His certain, that the eaſy and obvious philoſophy will ys, 1 
with the generality of mankind, have the preference to the 
accurate and abſtruſe; and by many will. be recommended, Ne 
not only as more 1 but more uſeful than the other. IN --- 
enters 
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and, by touching thoſe-principles; which actuate men; reforms 
their conduct, and brings them nearer that model of perfection 
which it deſcribes. . On the Lofitrary, . the abſtruſe philoſophy, 
being. founded on a turn of mind, which cannot enter into 
buſineſs and action, vaniſhes when the philoſopher leaves the 


S. LEY # . 


ſhade, and comes into open day; nor can its principles eaſily | 
* 


retain any influence over our. conduct and behaviour, The 


feelings of our ſentiments, the agitations .of our paſſions, the - 
vehemence of our affections, diſſipate all its concluſions, and 
reduce the profound philoſopher to a mere Plebeian. 


This alſo muſt be confeſſed; that the moſt able a8 2 T 


as juſteſt fame has been acquired by the eaſy philoſophy, and 
| that abſtract reaſoners ſeem hitherto -to : have: enjoyed only a 


momentary reputation, from the caprice or ignorance of their 


own age, but have not been able to ſupport their renown with 


more equitable poſterity. .*Tis eaſy for a profound philoſopher N 
to commit a miſtake in his ſubtle reaſonings; and one miſtaxe 


19 the neceſſary parent of another, while he puſhes on his con- 
ſequences, and is not deterred from embracing any concluſion, 
by: its unufual appearance, or its contradiction. to popular opi- 
nion. But a philoſopher who propoſes only to repreſent the 
common ſenſe of mankind in more beautiful and more engag- 
ing colours, if by accident he commits a miſtake, goes no 
farther; but renewing his appeal to common ſenſe, and the 
natural ſentiments of the mind, returns into the right path, 

and ſecures himſelf from any dangerous illuſion. The fame of 
Cicxro. flouriſhes at preſent; but that of ARISTOTLE is 
much decayed. La BRUYERE paſſes the ſeas, and fill main- no 
tains. his reputation : But the glory of MALEBRANCHE I-22 © 
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enters more into common life; moulds the heart and affections; 
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wrapped up in Principles Sand notions equall ; remote rom their 
comprehenſion... . On the other. PAN the © mere ig ignorant is Nill 
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more deſpiſed; nor is any, thing d eemed [a fu urer 
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than to be intirely void of all re for th 4 noble entertain- 


ments. The. moſt perfect character 18 ſuppoſed to lie between 
choſe extremes; retaining an equal ability and taſte'for k ooks, 
company and huſineſs; 5 ; preſerving 3 in converſation that . 


ment and delicacy. which. ariſe from polite letters; ; and i in Tk 
lingſs,. that probaty; and accuracy (which are the natural refult 
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f a juſt philoſophy, 1 In order to diffuſe and cultivate f. O AC- 


DIV 15) 1370311. 
compliſhed a character, nothing can be x more uſcful than com- 
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poſitions of the eaſy ſtyle and manner, which draw not too 


much From: life, require no 1 deep application or retreat to be 


comprehended, and ſend back the ſtlident among man * ind full 


ble fentiments and. wile precepts, applicable to c very 


exigerice'of of human life By means of ſuch eompoſitions, wire 


tlie becomes amiable; ſclence agreeable, company: mg | 


Al Letircment enter f . E. H no 21 19 9117 EE 1:1 
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Manis a reaſonahle being; and as ſuch, receives f from ſcience 


us proper food and nouriſhment ; Pur ſo narrow are the 
bounds of human underſtanding, that bitt fatisfagtion" can be 
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he ed for in this particular, either from the extent or ſecurity 


of his acquiſitions. Man is a ſociable, no leſs than a reaſcn- 
able being: But neither can he always enjoy company agree 
able and amuſing, or preſerve the proper reliſh of them. Man 


is alſo an active being; and from that diſpoſition, as well as 


from the various neceſſities of human life, muſt ſubmit to 
buſineſs and occupation : But the mind requires ſome relaxa- 


tion, and cannot always ſupport its bent to care and induſtry. 
It ſeems, then, that nature has pointed out a mixed kind 


of life as. moſt ſuitable to human race, and ſecretly admoniſhed 
them to allow none of theſe biaſſes to draw too much, ſo as to 


incapacitate | them for their occupations and ehtertainments. 


_ Indulge your paſſion for ſcience, ſays ſhe, but let your ſcience 


be human, and ſuch as may have a direct reference to action 


and ſociety. Abſtruſe thought and profound reſearches I pro- 


$ [4 T i 


| hibit, and will ſeverely puniſh. by the penſive melancholy 
which they introduce, by the endleſs uncertainty in which they 
| involve you, and by the cold i recep tion which your pretended ' 


diſcoveries will meet 157: 3 when communicated, Be A Philo- 


| ſopher; ; but, amidſt all your philoſophy, be _ a man. 


Were the generality of mankind ed to cit the 9A 


m4 phil ofophy to the abſtract and profound, without throwing 
any blame or cntempt on the latter, it might not be improper 
; perkups; to comply with this general opinion, and allow every 
man to enjoy; without oppoſition,” his own taſte and ſentiment. 


But as the matter is often carried farther, even to the abſolute 
rejecting all profound reaſonings, or what is commonly called 


metaphyſics, we ſhall now proceed to conſider what: can rea- 
_fonably be Pleaded 3 in their behalf,” F 289 | 


We 


* 
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1 id i nd We may begin with obſerving; that one __ derable oy 5 
= tage which reſults from the accurate and abſtract philoſophy, 
Wl 8 is, its ſubſerviency to the eaſy and — which; without 
5 the former, can never attain a ſufficient degree of Endctneſs in 
5 its ſentiments, precepts, or reaſonings. All polite letters are 
. nothing but pictures of human life in various attitudes and 
ſituations, and inſpire us 'with different timents, of praiſe | 
Ul! | br blame, admiration or ridicule, according to the qualities of 
il the object which they ſet before us. "An artiſt muſt be-better | 
| qualified to ſucceed in this undertaking, who, beſides a delicate 
taſte and a quick apprehenſion, poſſeſſes an accurate knowlege 
of the internal fabric, the operations of tlie underſtanding, 
- the workings of the paſſions, and the various ſpecies of ſenti- 
8 ment which diſcriminate vice and virtue. However Painful | 
| 11 | this inward : ſearch | or inquiry may appear, It becorfies, 111 ſome 


rr 


meaſure, requiſite * to thoks, who would Alt E with ſucceſs 

the obvious and. outward appearances of life and manners. 

The anatomiſt preſents to the eye the moſt hideous and Aa- 

greeable objects; ; but his ſcience 3 18 highly uſeful to the painter 

in delineating even a VENus or an HELEN, While che latter 

employs all the richeſt colours of his art, and gives his figures 

the moſt graceful and engaging airs; he muſt ſtill carry his 

| attention to the inward ſtructure of the human body, the po- 

8 tion of the muſcles, the fabric of the bones, and the uſe and 

il — every part or organ. \\ Accuracy, is, in every caſe, ad- 

N vantageous to beauty, and juſt reaſoning. to delicate ſentiments, 
\ 4 In vain would we exalt the one by depreciating the other. 


err 


Beſides, we ior obſerve, 3 in every art or profelſion, even 
thoſe which moſt concern life or action, that a ſpirit of acts 
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me however acquired, carries all of them nearer; their per- 
fection, and renders them more ſubſervient to the intereſts of 
ſociety. And though a philoſopher may live remote from bu- 
ſineſs, the genius of philoſophy, if carefully cultivated by ſe- 
veral, muſt gradually diffuſe itſelf through the whole ſociety, 
and beſtow a ſimilar correctneſs on every art and calling. The 
politician will acquire greater foreſight and ſubtilty, in the ſub- 
_ dividing and balancing of power; the lawyer more method and 
finer principles in his reaſonings; and the general more regu- 
larity in his diſcipline, and more caution in his plans and ope- 
rations. The ſtability of modern governments above the an- 
tient, and the accuracy of modern philoſophy, have e, 
and probably will ſtill i improve, by limilar gradations. a 


Were there no advantage to be reaped from iheſs ſtudies, 
beyond the gratification of an innocent curioſity, yet ought not 
even this to be deſpiſed ; as being one acceſſion to thoſe few ſafe 
and harmleſs pleaſures which are beſtowed on human race. 
The ſweeteſt and moſt inoffenſive path of life leads through 
the avenues of ſcience and learning; and whoever can either 
remove any obſtructions in this way, or open any new proſpect, 
ought ſo far to be eſteemed a benefactor to mankind. And 
though theſe reſearches may appear painful and fatiguing, 'tis 
with ſome minds as with ſome bodies, which being endowed 
with vigorotis and florid health, require kebere exerciſe, and 
reap a pleaſure from what, to the generality of mankind, may 5 
ſeem burdenſome and laborious. *Obſcurity, indeed, is painful 
| to the mind as well as to the eye; but to bring light from 


obſcurity, by whatever ous muſt needs be en ane 
TORR 
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But this obſcurity in the prafound 450 tdftrat Epi, 
is objected to, not only as painful and fatiguing, but as the 
inevitable ſource of uncertainty and error. Here indeed hes 
the juſteſt and moſt plauſible objection againſt 2 confiderable part 
of metaphyſics, that they are not properly a ſcience, but arife 
either from the fruitleſs efforts of human vanity, which would 
penetrate into ſubjects utterly inacceſſible to the underſtanding, 
or from the craft of popular ſuperſtitions, which, being unable 
to defend themſelves on fair ground, raiſe theſe intangling 

brambles to cover and protect their weakneſs. Chaſed from 
the open country, theſe robbers fly into the foreſt, and lie in 
wait to break in upon every unguarded avenue of the mind, 
and overwhelm it with religious fears and prejudices. The 
ſtouteſt antagoniſt, if he remits his watch a moment, is op- 
preſſed. And many, through cowardice and folly, open the 
gates to the enemy, and willingly receive him with reverence 
and ſubmiſſion, as their legal ſovereign. 


But is this a juſt cauſe why rep ſhould deſiſt from 
ſuch reſearches, and leave ſuperſtition fill in poſſeſſion « of her 
retreat? Is it not reaſonable to draw a direct contrary con- 
cluſion, and perceive the neceſſity of carrying the war into 
the moſt ſecret receſſes of the enemy? In vain do we hope, 
that men, from frequent diſappointments, will at laſt abandon 
ſuch airy ſciences, and diſcover the proper Province of human 
reaſon. For, beſides that many perſons find too ſenſible an 
_ Intereſt in perpetually recalling ſuch topics; beſides this, I fay, 
the motive of blind deſpair can never reaſonably have place 
in the ſciences; ſince, however unſucceſsful former attempts 
may have proved, there is full room to Nope that the induſtry, 


_ good: 


Or THE DIFFERENT SPECIES or PHILOSOPHY. Do 
goad fortune, or improved lagecity of ſucceeding generations 
may reach diſcoveries unknown to former ages. Each enter- 
prizing genius will ſtill leap at- the arduous prize, and find 
himfelf ſtimulated, rather than diſcouraged, by the failures of 
his predeceſſors ; while he hopes that the glory of atchieving 
ſo hard an adventure is reſerved for him alone. The only me- 
thod of freeing learning, at once, from theſe abſtruſe queſ- 
tions, is to enquire ſeriouſſy 1 into the nature of human under- 
ſtanding, and ſhew, from. an exact analyſis of its powers and 
capacity, that it is by no means fitted for ſuch remote and ab- 
ſtruſe ſubjects. We muſt ſubmit to this fatigue, in order to 
live at eaſe ever after: And muſt cultivate true metaphyſics 
with ſome care, in order to deſtroy the falſe and adulterate. 
Indolence, which, to ſome perſons, affords a ſafeguard againſt 
this deceitful philoſophy, i is, with others, overbalanced by curi- 
olity; ; and deſpair, which, at ſome moments, prevails, may 
give place afterwards to ſanguine hopes and expectations. Ac- 
curate and juſt reaſoning is the only catholic remedy, fitted for 
all perſons and all diſpoſitions; and is alone able to ſubvert 
that abſtruſe philoſophy and metaphyſical jargon, Which, being 
mixed up with popular ſuperſtition, renders it in a manner 
impenetrable to careleſs nnen, and gives it the air of 
ſcience and wiſdom. 


Beſides this advantage of reſecting, — 8 enquiry, 
the moſt uncertain and diſagreeable part of learning, there are 
many poſitive advantages, which reſult from an accurate ſcru- 
tiny into the-powers and faculties of human nature. His re- 
markable concerning the operations of the mind, that though 
moſt intimately preſent to us, yet wheneyer they become the 
; object of reflection, they ſeem involved ; in obſcurity, nor can 
„ 1 | 5 the 
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the eye readily find thoſe lines and botitdaries, which Ader 
minate and diſtinguiſh them. The objects are too fine to re- 


main long in the ſame aſpect or ſituation; and muſt be appre- 
hended in an inſtant, by a ſuperior penetration, derived from. 
nature, and improved by habit and reflection. It becomes, 


therefore, no inconſiderable part of ſcience barely to know the 


different operations of the mind, to ſeparate them from each 
other, to claſs them under their proper diviſions, and to cor- 


rect all that ſeeming diſorder, in which they he involved, when 
made the object of reflection and inquiry. This taſk of order- 
ing and diſtinguiſhing, which has no merit, when performed 


with regard to external bodies, the objects of our ſenſes, riſes 


in its value, when directed towards the operations of the mind, 
in proportion to the difficulty and labour which we meet with 


in performing it. And if we can go no farther than this men- 
tal geography, or delineation of the diſtinct parts and powers 
of the mind, 'tis at leaſt a ſatisfaction to go ſo far; and the 
more obvious this ſcience may appear (and it is by no means 


obvious) the more contemptible ſtill muſt the ignorance of it 


be eſteemed in all pretenders to learning and philoſophy. 


Nor can there remain any ſuſpicion, that this ſcience is un- 
certain and chimerical ; unleſs we ſhould entertain ſuch a ſcep- 
ticiſ as is entirely TORO SY of all ſpeculation, and even ac- 


tion. It cannot be doubted, that the mind is endowed with 
various powers and faculties, that theſe powers are totally diſ- 


tint from each other, that what is really diſtinct to the imme- 
diate perception may be diſtinguiſhed by reflection; and conſe- 
quently, that there is a truth and falſhood in all propoſitions on 
this ſubject, and a truth and falſhood, which lie not beyond the 
compaſs of human underſtanding. There are many obvious 


„ TH diſtine- 
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diſtinctions of this kind, ſuch as "thoſe between the will and 
2 underſtanding, the imagination and paſſions, which fall within 
the comprehenſion of every human creature; and the finer and 
more philoſophical diſti nctions are no leſs real and certain, 


though more difficult to be comprehended. Some inſtances, 
eſpecially late ones, of ſucceſs in theſe 3 inquiries, may give us 


a juſter notion of the certainty and ſolidity of this branch of 


learning. And ſhall we eſteem it worthy the labour of a phi- 
loſopher to give us a true ſyſtem of the planets, and adjuſt 


the poſition and order of thoſe remote bodies; while we affect 


to overlook thoſe, who, with ſo much ſucceſs, delineate the 
parts of "as 25 in which we are ſo intimately concerned ? 


But may we not 1 that bs, if cultivated 1 


care, and encouraged by the attention of the public, may carry 
its reſearches ſtill farther, and diſcover, at leaſt in ſome degree, 


the ſecret ſprings and principles, by which the human mind is 


actuated in its operations? Aftronomers had long contented - 


themſelves with proving, from the phænomena, the true mo- 
tions, order, and magnitude of the heavenly bodies: Till a 
philoſopher, at laſt, aroſe, who ſeems, from the happieſt rea- 
ſoning, to have alſo determined the laws and forces by which 
the revolutions of the planets are governed and directed. The 
like has been performed with regard to other parts of nature. 
And there is no reaſon to deſpair of equal ſucceſs in our inqui- 
ries concerning the mental Powers and ceconomy, if proſecuted 
with equal capacity and caution. "Tis probable, 'that one ope- 
ration and principle of the mind depends on another ; which, 


again, may. be reſolved into one more general and univerſal : 
gain * g 


And how far theſe reſearches may poſſibly be carried, it will be 


difficult for us, before, or even after, a careful trial, exactly 
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to determine. This is certain, chat attempts of this Nadz are 


every day made even by thoſe WhO philoſophize the moſt negli- 


gently: And nothing can be more requiſite than to enter upon 


the enterprize with thorough care and attention; that, if it 


lie within the compaſs of human underſtanding, it may at laſt | 
be happily atchieved ; if not, it may, however, be rejected 


with ſome confidence and ſecurity. This laſt concluſion, ſurely, 
is not deſirable, nor ought it to be embraced too raſhly. For 


how much muſt we diminiſh from the beauty and value of this 
ſpecies of philoſophy, upon ſuch a ſuppoſition? Moraliſts 


have hitherto been accuſtomed, when they conſidered the vaſt 
multitude and diverſity of actions that excite our approbation 


or diſlike, to ſearch for ſome common principle, on which this 
variety of ſentiments might depend. And though they have 

ſometimes carried the matter too far, by their paſſion for ſome 
one general principle; it muſt, however, be confeſſed that 
they are excuſable, in expecting to find ſome peneral principles, 
into which all the vices and virtues were juſtly to be reſolved. 
Such alſo has been the endeavour of critics, logicians, and even 
politicians: Nor have their attempts been wholly unſucceſsful ; 


though perhaps longer time, greater accuracy, and more ar- 


dent application may bring theſe ſciences ſtill nearer their per- 


fection. To throw up at once all pretenſions of this kind may 


juſtly be deemed more rafh, precipitate, and dogmatical, than 
even the boldeſt and moſt affirmative philoſophy, which has 
ever attempted to impoſe its crude dictates and e upon 
mankind. FT 


py * kg 


What though theſe reaſonings concerning human nature 


ſeem abſtract, and of difficult comprehenſion? This affords 
no preſumption of their falſhood. On the contrary, it ſeems 
5 83 Mt impoſſible, | 


5 


25 
= 
=_ 

o 

po 

q 

$A 

* 
= 
4: 

2 
9 

” 

o 
9 
WI. 
755 
— 7 

1 be 5 

. 

EE. 

ES 
Si Pw? 
EFF 

5 

N 
7 
x2» © 1 Aj 
7 1 
5 1235 
> 4 
AD at 
EO 

* 
XZ + VAR 
ne 
* 

i 
Wa" 


13 
"7 7 
bY > 
2 
IF 
2 e 
$8) 
* "in 
. 
9 75 
ON 
7 
2 
2 
9 
IX 
* 
* 4 
72% 
q 


4 N l SY 3 


peg thi; THE W175 43; Bectes or PHILOSOPHY, 15 


impoſſible, that what has hitherto eſcaped ſo many wiſe and 
profound Philoſophers can be very obvious and eaſy. And 


e 


„ 


whatever pains theſe reſearches may coſt us, we may think * 
ourſelves ſufficiently rewarded, not only! in point of profit but 
of pleaſure, if, by that means, we can make any addition to 
our ſtock of knowlege, in ſubjeQs of ſuch unſpeakable im- 
portance. 


But as, . all, 55 abſiraQedneſs of theſe ee EE 
no r ecommendation, but rather a diſadvantage to them, and 


as this difficulty may perhaps be- ſurmqunted by care and art, 
and the avoiding all unneceſſary detail, we have, i in the fol-- 
lowing inquiry, attempted to throw ſome. light upon ſubje&ts, 
from which uncertainty has hitherto deterred the wiſe, and. 
obſcurity the ignorant. Happy, if we can unite the bounda- 
ries of the different ſpecies of philoſophy, by reconciling pro- 
found inquiry. with clearneſs, and truth with novelty! And. 
ſtill more happy, if, reaſoning in this caly manner, we can, 
undermine the foundations of an abſtruſe philoſophy, which | 
ſeems to have ſerved hitherto only as a ſhelter to o ſuperfſlition, 
and a cover to abſurdity and error! ; 
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ather perceptions of the 


oF THE ORIGIN or 1DEAs. 


VE RY © one will readily allow, that . is 2 a conſide- 
rable difference between the perceptions of the mind, 


Es. 


when s a man feels the pain of exceſſive heat, or the pleaſure of 4 
moderate warmth, and when he afterwards recalls to his me- 


mory this ſenſation, or anticipates it by his imagination, 
Theſe faculties may mimic or copy the perceptions of the ſen- 
ſes ; ; but they never can reach entirely the force and Vivacity 


of the original ſentiment. The utmoſt we fay of them, even 


1 


when they operate with greateſt vigour is, that they repreſent 
their object in ſo lively a manner, that we could almoſt ſay we 
feel or ſee it: But except the mind be difordered by diſeaſe or 
madneſs, they never can arrive at ſuch a pitch of vivacity, a ” 

to render theſe perceptions altogether undiftinguihable,” 10 
the colours of poetry, however ſplendid, can never paint na- 


tural objects in ſuch a manner as to make the deſeription to be | 
taken for a real landſkip. The moſt lively en; is Aill in 
ferior to the dulleſt ſenſation n orgs $f 4s arm eee 


hs may what a Fx ee to run 1 all | the 
nind. A man, in a fit of anger, is 
n in a very different manner m one WhO only 8 7 | 


reif GOfSeFS d ede e ue Wen we ble 
on bur pet ſentimtents aft” affedtivns, bur thought'18 a fach- 
ful mirror, And epics its Gbfects truly; büt the ebldurs which 
it employs are fültit dnl dull, in compatiſon' of thoſe in which 
our origitral Pe Ce „tions Wete "clothed. It requires no nice 
diſcernment nor ebe head to mark the diſunlction be- 
tween-them.. dhu sint gion e Ane gd g off 


lere cherefore we may divide all the oat > the mind 

into two claſſes or ſpecies, which are diſtinguiſtied by their dif- 
ferent degrees of force and vivatity. Thie leſs forcible and 
FKvely are commonly denominated Thovonts' or IDE &s. The 

other "ſpecies want a flame 1 in our language, and in moſt others; 
I ſuppoſe, becauſe it was not requiſite for any, but philoſophi- 
ical Pospeles, to rank them under a general term or appellation. 
'Let us, therefore, uſe a little freedom, and call them IM FRES- 
sos; employing that word in" ſenſe ſomewhat different 
from tlie uſual. By the term inprelſon, then, I mean all our 
more lively pereeptions, hen we hear, or ſee, or feel, or love, 
or hate, or deſire, or will. And 1 mpreſſions are diſtinguiſhed 
from ideas, which are the leſs lively perceptions of which we 


bus, when Inte © reflea: of Kay a "hole er en. 


\Noihing; at firſt view, may n more unbeunded than the 
thought of man, which not only eſcapes all human power and 
"aut ority,.! but is not even reſtrained within the limits of na- 
ture and reality. To form monſters, and join Incoripruoys 5 
N rs appearances; cofts the imagination no more trouble 
2 Vor. . * D CE - mann 


| 


8 Aa A 2 l. 20 


than, Pr the, imoſt naturabiond femiiaraljeftsr;y Aud "IF 
Fhile he bod ip confingd-toieneglantts; along arch it eres 
Miih pain and difficulty ;  the.thought bann in; an inſtant dun- | 
Port us into the moſt diſtant regions of the univerſeg or even 
beyond, the unixerſe, into the unbounded chaos, here nature 
1 to. lie in: total. confuſion. What never was ſeen, 
heard. of, may, Vet be ganceived nx is any: hing beyond 
the e poyer, of thought, except. what; implies an abſolute cor 


55 adiction. DHTT Vie inn JOrt * 84: nẽðg/⸗ 21d. 2641. e319is 


12 But ace thodþht' ſents to pblleſs ihis unl unde Uperty, 
we Mall find, upon # Bearer Gxdtination, that: 7 10 el eon. 
fined within 101 narrow üilits, and that ar this creative power 
of the mind amounts to tio more chan the compounding ling, tranſ- 

| poſing, augmenting," * Gmminäthing the mater "afforded us 
by the ſenſes and eee We thigk of 4 Soden 
mountain, we only, jein two, conſiſtent ideas, guld and angun- 
tain, with which, wwe were formerly acquainted. i A. virtuous 
horſe we can gonceive; becauſe, from our own feeling we can 
conceive virtue, and this ve may unite to the figur andiſhape 
of a horſe, Which is an animal, familiar to AUS. An ſhort, alb the 
materials of thinking are derived either from bur qutward ar 
inward ſentiment: The mixture 5 compoſition. of theſe, be- 
Jongs alone to the mind and wil l. Orr % expreſs myſcht 
in philoſophical, language, all our ideas ar, mare feeble Percep- 
tions are copies of our impreſſions or more lixely nes. 


0 prove. this, the two following arguthients' Vin, T hops, 

be ſufficient. Firſt When we analy e our "thoughts | or idea, 

however compounded br ſublime, we always find, that they 

reſolve themſelves into ſuch ſimple ideas as were {copied from a 
_ 'prece n thoſe ideas, which, at - 
T.covmr”- 
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Swe I eo ue Wünd on 
a;narrowev ſtrutinyſa ro! ber derived from Nic The fd 6f 800, 
as! meanitig an infinitely intelligent, Wife, and pod Being, 
ariſes from refleting on the operatieng of r GH tiind, Ard 
augmenting; wihbut Lit, told: qusfities ef $66dneft” And 


VWildom We may 5pfoſectſtd the ehqwry 10 hät Trg tft we 


pfeaſe] white! We lk allvaye find, kat every Adel We e- 
mine is cpied fröm & Uifällar imprefiod.”” Thole wks Would 
aſſert, that this poſition is not univerſally true nor writhvur 


's Saen Wand ©, Ml YH 81 Ang, that an af tho of 
refuting it it; by producing, 4 Mew Fhich, in their opinions | 
is not derived from this ſource :UMDENT on 


25 if we would maintain. our doc Arine, to \prodyce, the impreſ 
j 12 or liyely 158 i tion, w hich eg dead ga 1 Bur 8 o L 


| *2 Secondly. 1 f it Mapbel, 1 Bo A defect of the Organ, that ; 
a man is not ſuſceptible of any ſpecies of ſenfaticn, we always 
find) that he is as little ſuſceptible of che cotreſpondent ideas. 
A blind man ean form no notion of colours; a deaf man "of 
umts, Reſtore either of them that ſenſe, in Which Re is de- 
ficient by opening this new inlet for his ſenſations, you alſo 
open an inlet for the ideas, and he finds no difficulty of con- 
celving theſe” obzects. The caſe is the ſame, if the objeck pro- 
| Per for exciting any ſenſation, has never been ee to the 
organ,” "ALAPLANDER or Ne: ROE has n no notion of tber re- 
liſh of Wine. And though there are few ot no inſtances of 


A eee in te, mind, where A perſon has never felt or 
5 1 ſly. Jncapab ble 0 ＋ a ſentiment | or paſſion,, that, velongs ip 
pecies; vet v we find the ſame obſervation. to take place in 


5 h 7 A man of mild ma 
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222 8 7 


ners can 1 no notion of 
"EM heart, Sly 
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gonceive the! e * - frehſhipand amen 
allowed, that other beings Le, peſicks wa Wii at 
v caule. the idea 


WE. can, have 139 egespriqg , ea 
er, been introduced to us in. the, ly. ma by which an 
idea © can have acceſs to, che mid, HH by: the ach . f MM 7 
and ſenſation. | 
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te 1 is,- KR tht ache and del, a 0 N | 
a prove, that 'tis not abſolutely- impoſſible for ideas to go 
before their correſpondent impreſſions.” I believe it will readily 
be allowed, that the ſeverabidiflitit ideas of colour, which 
enter hy the eyes, or thoſe of ſound, which are Legs 
the hearing, are really different from each the: ;>thoughy7 at 
che ſume time, reſembling. Now if this be true f different 
colours, it muſt be no leſs il, f the. different ſh des of * 
ſame colour; and each ſhade produces a a diſtinc 1664, nde ir 
pendent of the reſt... For if this ſhould be denied, tis p poſt, 
by the continual gradation. of ſhades, to run a colour inſenſibly 
into what 1 18 moſt remote 1 from. it; and f you wall, not allow 
any of the means, to be different, you cannot, without abſur- 
dity, den) the extremes to be the lame, Suppoſe,. therefore, 
a perſon to haye, enjoyed his fight for thirty, years, and to have 
become perfectly acquainted 1 with colours of all kinds, except 
one particular ſhade of blue, for inſtance, Which. it never has 


1 3 


been his fortune to meet with. Let all the, "different, ſhades 


#X. 4 


8 


that colour, except that ſingle one, be placed before hin te. 
ſcending gradually from the deepeſt to the lighteſt; tis plain 
that he will perceive a blank, where that ſhade 1 18 wanting, ja and 


25 


17 


will be ſenſible, that there, i is a greater diſtance. in that Place 
between the contiguous colours than i in any « other. Now Taſk, 
whether "tis poſhble for bim, from his | own imagination, to 
ſupply this deficiency, and | raiſe up. to himſelf the idea 


2 „ of 


or AUO of We wh 
P though it, had been conveyed. to „„ WT, 
5 him by his \fenſes?- 1 dettere ther ate few but wilt be ß 73 
opinion that he. can: And this ; nay. Terye : as 7 a "proof, that” the 
ſimple. ideas are not. always, 3 in every inſtance, derived from | 
the correſpondent impreſſions; though this inftance is ſo ſingu- N 


lar, that tis ſcarce_worth our obſerving, and does not merit, 
| ba for it alone, we Wal alter our general maxim. | 


Here, therefore) i is a propoſitian;, which not. Ih 9 in 
nell, ſimple and intelligible but if a proper uſe were made 
of it; might render every diſpute equally intelligible, and ba- 
niſh all. that jargon, Which has ſo long taken poſſeſſion of. me- 
taphyſical reaſonings; and drawn ſuch diſgrace upon them 
All ideas, eſpecially abſtra& ones, are naturally faint and ab- 
ſeure: The mind has but a ſlender hold of them: They are 
apt to be confounded with other reſembling ideas; and when 
3 we have often employed any term, thou gh without a diſtin : 
I meaning, we are apt to imagine that it has a Aderminata idea, 
3 annexed to it. On the. contrary, all impreſſions, that is, all 
9 ſenſations, either outward or inward, are ſtrong and ſenſible: 75 
4 The limits between them are more exactly determined; nor is 
3 it eaſy to fall into any error or miſtake with regard to them. „„ 7 
3 When we entertain therefore any ſuſpicion, that a philoſophical - 
F term is employed without any meaning or idea (as is but too | 
frequent) we need but enquire, from what impreſſion is that 5 
ſuppoſed idea derived? And if it be impoſſible to aſſign any, 5 
this will ſerve to confirm our ſuſpicion. By bringing ideas 
into Jo: clear a bght, we may reaſonably hope to remove all 
DO me: which | may ariſe, concerning their nature and 
Tf reality . ieh e , ue HORS i (29 1909 17 P 
© Tis dba that no more was meant by thoſe, who denied innate ideas, than 5 f 
b | that: all ideas were copies of our impreſſions ;, though it muſt; be confeſſed, tit dhe 
FM bs Z 2 
: 25 


— 


—— 


Au — 


— — — 1 
x — ] ̃ — —ͤ—: 
—— — 


—— 2 


— — 2 


— 


NOOR — 


- — — 
——— —— — —— — 


N = = K — >» —— 
— ju — * 7 * 7 — "= — ju que ac _ — — = — 3 = 
2 Pr rod : . — * — — — — — — = — — p — own — . ies EL IEEEND 4s 0 tg Re, — W —— = - = - * CR =_ 
—— — 5 N — — Wert OA met ord — — — . — . _ — 
A —— « — — — — —— — — — — - — — = Dn — 
- — — — — vab— ä — EEO — 2 a, * — — 2 _ — o —— — — — — — — - = 
— — — n — — — Y — — a — = in 8 
. ——ů— - ve — — — — — "= — — — 
4 = iy 
N — — 
— rt — — ſs — 
— — —— - =_ — * — - a — — — — — 
- : s — - A — — - - — — — — 
b 5 . — —ů — x — — PR EE _ — 5 * 
—— =" a 
= — * 
r 
» 


—j— — ee 


CONS = 


th 
_— 


i 


* 


s 86 ion n. 


en e Ae e e e ee nor do eradiy defined 
maler Ae Ny om Ore . For what is meant by innate ? If in- 
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allowed to de innate or natural, in whatever ſenſe we take the latter word, whether 
in oppoſition to what is uncommon, artificial, or miraculous. If by innate be meant, 
cotemporary to our birth, the diſpute ſeems to be frivolous ; nor is it worth while to 
enquire at what time thinking begins, whether before, at, or after our birth, Again, 
the word idea, ſeems to be commonly taken in a ve looſe ſenſe, even b Mr. Locxe 
himſelf, as ſtandigg] for any f FAY ee 2 ſenAions tha pa ns, as well 
as thoughts. Now in this ſenſe, I ſhould deſire to know, what can be meant by aſ- 
ſerting, that ſelf- love, or reſentment of injuries, or the wig between the ſexes i is 
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by admitting theſe terms, impreſſns and idle, in the ſenſe above explained, and 
underſtanding by, innatt what. is original or tag Cot eta 


may we aſſert, mat all our impreſions; are e n y not innate. 
255 IT 10 501 JI (+4 48 1159 V7 a 


Fro be inge _ mult-own, jt oe my opinion, ee t 
e {his | ueſtion + .D y the ſchoolmen, wha making uſe of undefined terms, draw. 0 


cir Iiſputes to a IM length, without ever touching the, point in queſtion. ,, A 
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19” evident; chat thats 15 4 principte "of "eotiniexivn"be2 
Jan on 283 M8 n 518 7. r 50 dogg 13's IT 
Et tween the different thought ts Or ideas of the 

and that in their appearance to the memory 157 * 
they 7 introduce each other with's  Eeftain. 6 eg des of meth nod 
and LE rity... In our, more ſeriqus.thinking or diſcour{ urſe,, this 
is ſo obſervable, that any particular thought, which breaks in 
upon this regular tract or chain of ideas, is immediately re- 
marked and rejected. And even in our wildeſt and moſt wan- 
dering reveries, nay in our very dreams, we ſhall find, if we re- 
flect, that the imagination ran not altogether at adventures, 
but that there was ſtill a connection upheld among the diffe- 
rent ideas, which ſucceeded each other. Were the looſeſt and 
freeſt converſation to be tranſcribed, there would immediately 
be obferved ſomething, which connected it in all its tranſitions, 
Or where this is wanting, the perſon, who broke the thread 
of diſcourſe, might ſtill inform you, that there had ſecretly 
revolved in his mind a ſucceſſion of thought, which had gra- 


Adually led him from the ſubject of converſation. Among the- . 
languages of different nations, even where we cannot ſuſpect 
. the leaſt. gonneQion or communication, 'tis found, that the 

* hay 3 words, 
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meration is compleat, and that there are no ther 
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words, — of e be 4 moſt compoute, 4 Fee 


together 1 1 1 . which had an equal in 
. on all mankind. . 


Though it be too ohvigus ta fi pe obſervatio! 
rent ideas are connected together; I do not t ind, 3 — : 
loſopher, has, attempted, to enumerate or claſs. all the principles 
of aſſociation; a ſubject, however, that ſeemis very worthy of 
curioſity. Jo me, there appear to be only three Principles of 
connexion among ideas, viz. Raſen blance, ee time 


or r place, and Coufe or Efett. 952, AIAN. alt, ago — of 


That theſe principles ferve to ted! ideas will n. not, 1 be- 
lieve, be much doubted. A picture naturally ſeats our thoughts 


to the original &; *: The mention of one apartment in a building 


oduees an enquiry or diſcourſe concerning the 
others f; And if we.think.of.a wound, we can —— 1 
reflecting, on the pain which-follows it . But that big enu- 


naturally int 5 


aſſociation, except theſe, may be difficult to proxe to the ſati 
faction of the reader, or even to a man's own ſatisfaction. 


we can do, in ſuch caſes, is to run over ſeveral ãnſt 


examine carefully the principle, which binds the Sa 
thoughts to each other, never ſtopping till we render the prin- 
ciple as general as poſſible. The more inſtances we examine, 
4 the more carte We employ, the more aſſurance ſhall we ae- 
quire, that the enumeration, which we form from the wholc 

is « compleat and entire. Inſtead of entering into a Ap 
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2 2 which would lead” b into many uſeleſs fubtilties, we 


Wette; tte dy open a field of Tpe- 


culation more 3 and 1 more oh ama 19 
| the other, "Don © 


OF 


As man is a reaſonable! being aud 18 eontintally in purſuit 
of happineſs, which he hopes to attain by the gratification of 


ſome paſſion or affection, he ſeldom acts or ſpeaks or thinks 
without a purpoſe! and intention. He has ftill ſome object in 
view and however improper the means may ſometimes be, 

which he c rafes for the attainment of his end, he never loſes 


view of an end, nor will he ſo much as throw away his 


thoughts or reſlections, where he hopes not to reap any * 


faction from them. B 75 


— a 


In all ebene of genius, therefore, 'tis requiſite chat 


the writer have ſome plan or object; and though he may be 


hurried from this plan by the vehemence of thought, as in an 


ode, or r drop i it 'careleſsly, as in an epiſtle or eſſay, there muſt 
ppear ſome aim or intention, in his firſt ſetting out, if not in 


the compoſition of the Whole work. A production without a 
defign would reſemble more the ravin 86 of a madman, hit 


the lber efforts of genius ae learning. 


* et: : 1 . N 440 . 


rative — the events or actions, which the writer re- 
lates, muſt be connected together, by ſome bond or tye : 


FO. So 


kind of Unity,\ which may bring them under one plan or view, 


and which may be the _ or end of che writer in his Fa 
1 undertaking. ; 46 


* 
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s of no exception, it PROT hike] in nar- 


be related to each other in the imagination, and en 4 
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This connecting principle among the ſeveral events, which 
8 form the ſubject of a poem or hiſtory, may be very different, 
according to the different deſigns, of the poet or hiſtorian. 
| OyrD has formed his plan upon the connecting principle of 
reſemblance. Every fabulous transformation, produced by the 
miraculous power of the gods, falls within the compaſs of his: 
work. There needs but this one circumſtance i in 1 7 event to 
bring 1 it under his n * or intention. 0 þ 


3. 16345453 | $ 21-3 


An annaliſt or e 8 ſhould ehe to: write 0 
biſtory of EVROPE during any century, would be influenced 
by the connexion of contiguity in time and place... All events, 
which happen in that portion of ſpace, and period of time, 
are comprehended in his deſign, though in other reſpects dif- 
ferent and unconnected. They have full Sent af unity, 
amidſt all their diverſity. 
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But the moſt "aſia ſpecies of connexion. among he diffe- 
rent events,, which enter into any narrative compoſition, 18 
that of cauſe and effect; while the hiſtorian traces the ſeries of 
actions according to their natural order, remounts to their ſecret 
ſprings and principles, and delineates their moſt remote con- 
ſequences. He chuſes for his ſubject a certain portion of that 
great chain of events, which compoſe the biftory of mankind :: 2. 
each link in this chain he endeavours to touch in his narra- 
tion: Sometimes unavoidable ignorance renders all his at- 
tempts fruitleſs : Sometimes, he ſupplies by conjecture what: 
is wanting in-knowlege: and always, he is ſenſible; that the 
more unbroken. the chain is, which he preſents; to Bis readers, 
the more perfect is his production. He ſees, that the know 
lege of cauſes is not only the moſt ſatisfactory, this relation 
— nie 
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or connexion being the ſtrongeſt of all others; ; but alſo the 
moſt-inſtruQtive, ſince it is by this knowlege EH we are 
— to controul 9 82 un ee en 
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Here therefore we may attain ſome notion of chat Unity of 


1 20 Ly 


Action, about which all critics, after AR STOTLE, have 


IC) EIB G48 


talked, ſo much: 8 Perhaps, to little purpoſe, while. they directed 
not their taſte or ſentiment by the accuracy of philoſophy. 
It appears, that i in all productions, as well as in the epic and 
tragic, there: is a certain unity required, and: that; on no oc- | 
caſion, can our thoughts be allowed to run at adventures, if 
we would produce 2 work, which will give any laſting enter- 
tainment to mankind. It appears alſo, that even a biographer, 
who ſhould write the life of AcHiLLESs, would connect the | 
events, by ſhewing their mutual dependence and relation, as | 
much as a poet, who ſhould make the anger of that hero, the 
ſubject of his narration *, Not only i in any limited portion of 
life, a man” s actions have a dependence on each other, but 
alſo during che whole period of his duration, from the cradle 
to the grave; nor 18 it poſſible to ſtrike off one link, however 
minute, i in this regular chain, without affecting the whole ſeries 
of events, which follow. The unity of action, therefore, 
| Which i 18 to be found in biography or hiſtory, differs from chat 
of epic poetry, not in kind, but in degree. In epic poetry, 
| the connexion + among the events is more cloſe and ſenſible: : 
The na1 ation is not carried on through ſuch A length of time: , 


And the actors Raten to ſome: re periods hich fats 
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fies the is of the reader, This conduct of the epic poet 
depends on that particular ſituation of the Imagination and of 


the Paſſions, which is ſuppoſed in chat production. The ima 
gination, both of writer and reader, is more enlivened, and 


the paſſions more enflamed than in hiſtory, biography, or any | 
| ſpecies of narration, which confine themſelves to ſtrict truth and 
reality. Let us conſider the effect of theſe two circumſtances, 
an enlivened imagination and . inflamed paſſions, circumſtances, 
which belong to poetry, eſpecially the epic Kind, above any 
other ſpecies of compoſition; and let us examine the reaſon 
why they PEO a ſtricter and cloſer unity i in the fable. 15 


Firſt. All poetry, 3 a ſpecies: of ANY ee 
us nearer to the objects than any other ſpecies of narration; 
throws a ſtronger light upon them, and delineates more dif> 
tinctly thoſe, minute circumſtances, which, though to the hiſs 
torian they ſeem ſuperfluous, ſerve mightily to enliven the 
imagery, and gratify the fancy. If it be not neceſſary, as in 
the Miad, to inform us each time the hero burkles His hoesz 
and ties his garters, it will be requiſite, perhaps, to eiter into 
a greater detail than in the HENRIADR; where the events 
are run over with ſuch rapidity, that we ſcarce have leiſure to 
become acquainted with the ſcene or action. Were a poetz 
therefore, to comprehend in his ſubject any great compaſs of 
time or ſeries of events, and trace up the death ans Hrcron 
to its remote cauſes, in the rape of HEL EN, or: the judgment 
of PaRIs, he, muſt draw out his p poem to an immenſurable 
length, in order to fill this large canvas with juſt painting and 
imagery. The reader's imagination, enflamed with ſuch a 
ſeries of poetical deſeriptions, and his paſſions, agitated by a 
continual ſympathy with the ee, muſt flag long before the 


a — period 5 


— 
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period of the narration, and muſt ink Fate laffitude and dil 


guſt; From" the 21: ge violence ef thè ſame movements. 
ö 1K 1 1 81 f Mt * EAT + jo 


Secondly. "That an mon poet. muſt not, trace the e o 
any great diſtance, will farther appear, if we conſider another 
reaſon, which is drawn from a property of the paſſions ſtill 
more remarkable and ſingular. Tie. evident, chat in a juſt 
| compoſiti tion, all the affections, excited by the different events, 
deſcribed and repreſented, add mutual force to each other; and 
that while the heroes are all engaged, in one common ſcene, 


and each action i 18 ſtrongly connected with the whole, the con- 


cern 18 continually awake, and the paſſions make an eafy tranſi- 


tion from one object to another; The ſtrong connection of the 


events, as. it facilitates the paſſage of the thought or imagina- 
tion from one to another, facilitates alſo the transfuſion of the 
paſſions, IT the affections ſtill in the ſame channel 


and direction. Our ſympathy and concern for *Ev# prepares 


the way een be ſympathy with Ap AM: The affection is pre- 


ſerved almoſt entire in the tranſition; and the mind ſeizes im- 


mediately the new object as ſtrongly related to that Which for- 


merly engaged its attention. But were the Poet to make a to- 


tal digreſſion from his ſubject, and introduce a new actor, no- 
wiſe connected with the perſonages, the imagination, feeling 
2 breach in the: tranſition)! would enter coldly into the new 
ſcene; would kindle by ſiow degrees; and i in returning to the 
main OR. of the poem, would paſs, as it were, upon fo- 
round, and: have its concern to excite ane, in order 
to 9 88 patty with the principal actors. The ſame inconvetit- 
ence follows in a leſs degree, where the poet traces his events 
to too great a diſtance, and binds together actions, which 
though not entirely disjoined, have not ſo ſtrong a connexion 


- 
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as is . te to forward the wakfaion of the paſſions, Hente 

ariſes the artifice of the oblique narration, employed inthe Odyſſey ß 
and Aneid; where the hero is introduced, at firſt, near the pe- 
riod of his deſigns, and afterwards ſhows us, as it were in per- 
ſpective, the more diſtant events and cauſes. By kthis means, 
the reader s curioſity 1 is immediately excited: The events follow a 
with rapidity, and in a very cloſe connexion : And the con- 
cern is preſerved alive, and, by means of the near relation of 


| : the objects, rome grad: increaſes, from the ke roma to oh 
| | end of the narration.” | 


The ſame rule takes place in dramatic poetry; nor is it 
ever permitted, in a regular compoſition, to introduce an ac- 
tor, who has no connexion, or but a ſmall one, with the Prin- 
cipal perſonages of the fable. The ſpectator's e concern muſt 
not be diverted by any ſcenes, disjoined and ſeparated from 
the reſt. This breaks the courſe of the paſſions, and prevents 
that communication of the ſeveral emotions, by which one 
ſcene adds force to another, and transfuſes the pity and terror, 
which it excites, upon each ſucceeding ſcene,” till the Whole 
produces that rapidity of movement, which is peculiar to the 
theatre. How muſt it extinguiſh this warmth of affe&ion to 
be entertained, on a ſudden, with a new action and new per- 
ſonages, nowiſe related to the former; to find ſo ſenſible a 
breach or vacuity in the courſe of the paſſions, by* means of 
this breach in the connection of ideas; and inſtead of car- 
rying the ſympathy of one ſcene into the following, to be 
obliged every moment, to -excite a new concern, and take 
party in a new ſcene of action? Tra 5 
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| OF THE ASSOCIATION OF IDEAS. 


tain unity is requiſite in all productions, it cannot be wanting 


to hiſtory, more than to any other; that in hiſtory, the con- | 


nexion among the ſeyeral events, which unites them into one 


body, 3 is the relation of cauſe and effect, the ſame which takes 


place 3 in epic poetry; and that in the latter compoſition, this 
connexion is only required to be cloſer and more ſenſible, on 


account of the lively imagination and ſtrong paſſions, which 
muſt be touched by the poet in his narration. The Pr LOPON= 


NESIAN war is a proper ſubject for hiſtory, the ſiege of A- 
THENS for an: epie poem, and the death of ALCIBIADES for: 


a tragedy. 


As the difference, PLL FR between hiſtory FAY epic poetry: 


conlifts only 3 18 the degrees of connexion, which bind together 
thoſe ſeveral events, of which their ſubject is compoſed, it will 
be difficult, if not impoſſible, by words, to determine ex- 
acty the bounds which ſeparate them from each other. That 
18 4 matter of taſte more than of reaſoning; and perhaps, this 
unity may often be diſcovered 1 in a ſubject, where, at firſt view, 


and from an abſtract conſideration, weſhould leaſt expect to find it. 


is evident, Wat Hom, f in the courſe of his narration, 
exceeds the firſt” propoſition of his ſubject; and that the : anger 


of ACHILEES,. which cauſed the death. of HECTOR, is not the 
ſame with that which produced ſo many ills to the GREEKS. 
But the ſtrong connexion between theſe two movements, the 


quick tranſition from one to another, the contraſt * between 


. Contraſt or contrariety is a connexion among ideas, hi may, — . he con- 
ſidered as a mixture of cauſation and reſemblance. Where two objects are contrary,, 


the one deſtroys the other, i. e. is the cauſe of its annihilation, and the idea of the 


annihilation of an object implies che idea of its former exiſtence, 


tlie 


31 
o return is the compariſon of hiſtory and epic poetry, ve 
may. conclude, from the foregoing reaſonings,” that as a cer- 
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the effects of concord and diſcord among the princes, and che 
natural curioſity which we have to ſee, AQu1LLES, in action, 

after ſuch long repoſe ; ; all theſe cauſes carry, on the reader, 

250 produce a ſufficient vinty in the eee 


1 
* 
WS 3 3.3 3 . E 


5 It may * objeted to M1LTON, chat he has traced up le 
gcauſes to too great a diſtance, and that the rebellion 'of the 
angels produces the fall of man by a train of events, which is 


both very long and very caſual. Not to mention that the 
creation of the world, which he has related at length, is no. 


more the cauſe of that cataſtrophe, than the battle of PHAR- 
SALIA, or any other event, that has ever happened. But if 
we conſider, on the other hand, that all theſe events, the re- 
bellion of the angels, the creation of the world, and the fall 
of man, reſemble each other, in being miraculous and out of 
the common courſe of nature; that they are ſuppoſed to be 
contiguous in time; and that being detached from all other 
events, and being the only original facts, which revelation diſ- 
covers, they ſtrike the eye at once, and naturally recall each 
other to the thought or imagination: If we conſider all theſe 
circumſtances, I ſay, we ſhall find, that theſe parts of the 
action have a ſufficient unity to make them be comprehended 
in one fable or narration. To which we may add, that the re- 
bellion of the angels and the fall of man have a peculiar reſem- 
— blance, as being counterparts to each other, and preſenting to 
| the reader the ſame moral, of obedience to our Creator. 
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Theſe looſe hints 1 have thrown Wee in ar to excite 
the curioſity of philoſophers, and beget a ſuſpicion at leaſt, it 
not a full perſuaſion, that this ſubject is very copious, and tät 
many operations of the human mind depend on the connexion 
or aſſociation of ideas, which is here explained. Particularly 
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would lead. BS. into Kenn too p und and too copious for 


this enquiry. ,-* Tis ſufficient, at Feſenit, 
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1 L the . al PEGS el or enquiry ay natu- 
rally be divided into two kinds, viz. Relations of Ideas 
and Matters of Fact. Of the firſt kind are the ſciences of 


Geometry, Algebra, and' Arithmetic; and in ſhort, every af- 
firmation, which is either intuitively or demonſtratively certain. 


That the fquare of the hypothenuſe is equal to the ſquare of the 


two fides, is a propoſition, which exprefles a relation between 


theſe figures. That three times five is equal 10 the half of 
thirty, expreſſes a relation between theſe numbers. Propoſi- 


tions of this kind are diſcoverable by the mere operation of | 
thought, without dependence va What 18 afy Where ' exiſtent 


in the univerſe, Though there never were a circle or triangle 


in nature, the truths demonſtrated by Euck rp, would for ever 


retain their certainty and evidence, 5907 0 


"os % * J 1 Q 
6 ; þ : 8 1 pu 
F 8 gs f} bY 4 , | 2 


Matters of fact, Which" are the Keold objects of human 
reaſon, are not aſcertained in the ſame manner; nor is our ei- 


dence of their truth, however great, of a like nature with the 
foregoing. The e, of c matter of fact 3 is {till poſ- 
ſible; - 


SOEPTIGAL, povnrs . 


ſible; becauſc it can never imply a contradiction, and is con- : 
ceived — the mind Vith. — 3 and dindnels, as . 


Se . the * . tion, kbat it 1 ri Y -— 
- ſhould i Nin, thorcfore ( kt tept th demchſtratt its falſhood. 
Were it ne falſe, it would imply a contradiction, 


2% Fs * . - 
* 1 


"It WE q . 11 a aer 2 73 Indo; 8 | ate | 
what is the nature 0 that e vidente, which affures us of any 
real exiſtence and matter of fact, beyond the preſent: teſtimony” 
of 'our ſenſes, or the records of our memory. This part of 
| philoſophy,” tis obſ val le, has been little cultivated, either by 


the antients gr moderns; and therefore, gur, doubts and errors, 
in the. proſecution of ſo important an enquiry, may be the more 
excuſable, while we march through ſuch difficult paths, without 
any guide or direction. They may even preve uſeful, by ex- 

ating curioſi ty, and deſtroying chat implicit faith and ſecurity, 

Which is the, bane of all reaſoning and free enquiry. The diſ- | 
eovery of defects in oommon philoſophy, if any ſuch there 
be, wal not, 1 preſume, be a diſcouragement, but rather an 
ancitement, as 18, uſual, to attempt ſomething more full and ſa- 


tslactory, than has yet been ee to the public. 


I A feat fing 6 concerning matter of fact ſeem to be nden 
in the? relation of Cauſe and fe.” 'By means of that relation 
alone can we 80 beyond the evidence of our memory and 
4 ſenſes, If yon were to aſk a man, Why he believes any matter 
of fact, which 1 18 abſent; for inſtance, that his friend. 1 18 in the 
KY country, . or. in FRAN CE; he would give you a a reaſon; and this 

xeaſon yould be ſome 5 1er fact; as a letter re received from him, 
; Ai 3 anion F 2 - | or 


4 


bs a 
1 


All dur reaſdflings "concen? 


nature of that evidence, which aſſures us of all matters of 


35 e ee 


0 * AR the lope r 58 . a 0 . . wy b &.. | 
ding a Watch or atty other . a What ils, 
re” otketdcd chat there had HV} men in hide iflard 


” * 5 


ning fact are öf the inte flature: 
And here tis conſtantty Tuppoled, that there 1s f cofhexio bb 
tween the preſent fact and that inferred from it. Were tfiere 


nothing to bind them together, the inferenee would be entirely 


culate voice and rational 


precarious. "The hearing of an art 


diſcourſe in the dark aſſures us of the preſence of ſome per- 
ſon: Why? becauſe theſe are effects of the human make 
and fabric, and cloſely connected with it. I. we adatomize: all 


the other reaſonings of this nature, we ſhall find, that they. are 
founded in the relation of cauſe and effect, and that this rela- 
tion is either near or remote, direct or collateral. Heat. and 
light are collateral. effects of fire, Af the one effect may 1 5 0 A 
be inferred from the other. . | | 


T f 3 0 
n n —_ ac: "tp 54 = * . 7 — * 3 425 bo 4 


If we would ſatisfy ourſelves, thernb" Reb he 


fact, we mult JIE how we arrive at che en of cauſe 
and effect. OB? 26h: hers TI RI + 


Cs 
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I ſhall venture 1 to ED a8 a gene: nal e which 
admits of no exception, that the kKnowlege of thas: 5 is» 
not, in any inſtance, attained by reaſonings 4 a Priori; . but ariſes 
entirely from experience, when we find, that any Partic ular 
objects are conſtantly conjoined, with each other. Let an object 


bes preſented to a man of ever to ſtrong natural reaſon and 


abilities; if that Spject be entirely new to him, he will not de 
able, by the moſt accurate examination of 1 its ſenſible qualities, 


to diſcover any of 3 its cauſes or r effects. AA M,, though his 
| rational | 


SORPTAGAL DOYnTS.. * 
wee Sers þe.rnpolers ae ue dae, perfect, 
| water, that it. would. ſufocat 1 bim, or, row. He licht and 
warmtli of fire, that it would ' conſume him. No object eyer 
diſcovers, by the qualities which appear to the. ſenſes, either 
cke / cauſes which: produced it, or the effects, which: will ariſe 
rom it z nor can our reaſon, unaſſiſted by: experience, ever 
draw an munen real 1 * n 
| of h LS + 9A! +4 WHO VCC | EST 


1 nf; Þ 4 we] " WY x 


„This pr 0 ropoſition, that cauſes 2 . are 4; Afoditatt, a) ; 
bs. reaſon but by. exper 2 ce, will; readily be admitted with regard 
to hog obj jets, as we remember to have been once altogether 
unknown to us; 3  fince we muſt be conſcious of the utter inabi- | 
by ? xy, which We; then lay, under of foretelling What would ariſe 

0 


E 


m them. 5 two ſmooth. pieces of marble to a man 
| who has no tincture of natural philoſophy ; ; he will never diſ- 
cover that they Will adhere together, in ſuch a nanner as to re- 
quire great force to ſeparate them in a direct line, while they 
make fo. ſmall a reſiſtance to a lateral preſſure... Such events, 
as bear little analogy to the common courſe of nature, are alſo 

readily confeſſed to be known only by experience; nor does 
any man imagine that the exploſion of gunpowder, or the 
attraction of a ldadſtone, could ever be diſcovered by argu- 
ments à priori In like manner; when an effect is ſuppoſed to 
depend upon an intrieate machinery or ſeeret ſtructure of parts; 
| we make no difficulty to attribute all our knowlege of it to ex- 
perience. Who will affert; that he can give tlie ultimate reaſon; | 
way vn or bread M Puget nourihment a a man, 
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are ſuppoſed to depend on the ſimple qualities 0 bd 
out any ſecret ſtructure of parts. We are apt to imagine, t L hat I 


opens: of bodies, without exception, are known only V 
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90 me truth may not rene 8920 a p. N 

the cent evidence wich ed e en Raye: deep | 
familiar to us from our firſt appearance in the, w world, which 
bear a cloſe, analogy, to the whole courſe. of :nature; and which | 


5 'objedt „ With * 


we could diſcover theſe effects by the mere operations of our 
reaſon, without experience. We fancy, chat, were we br tou cht, 
on a ſudden, into this world, we could at firſt have f akerret 
that one bilKard-ball 'would' communicate motion to another 


upoiiimpule; and that We needed not to have wafted for the 


| event, in order to pronou nce With certainty: £0! 0 ern 


Such is the influence of cuſtom, that, where it is ſuvngeſt, it 
not only covers our natural ignorance; but even conceals Itſelf}, 
and ſeems not to take F ee becauſe f it is found in ie 


Higheſt degree. JV 
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But to convince us, that al the "a ht. nature. and. al | 4 


experience, the following reflections may, Perhaps, ſuffice. 
Were any object ꝓreſented to us, and were we required to Pro- 
nounce concerning the effect, Which will reſult from it, without 
conſulting paſt obſervation; ; after What manner, F beſeech y 
muſt the mind proceed in this operation? It muſt invent or 
imagine ſome event, which it aſeribes to the object as its ef- 
fect; and 'tis plain that this invention muſt be entirely arbi- 
trary. The mind can never poſſibly find th effect in the fi 


poſed cauſe, by the moſt accurate ſerutiny and exzminatäen: 


For the effect as totally different from the cauſe, and conſe. 
quently can never be diſcovered in it. Motion in the fe: 01 
billiard-ball 3 is a que diſtin@ event from motion in the firſt; 


nor 


K 
* 


Scherf vous H 
a 3s tht any ching In che bile "Lupe de Krallelt Hint 
. other. N flotie ö Piete f Wötal Tale into che Wr, ad 
5 Vicht any ſuport, immediately falls? "Bit t6 conſider 
e n matter 2. priori, is there any thing” we Giſtover in this. 


tuation, Which can beget the idea Uf 4 a "downward, rather - 


chan An "upward, « or any other motion, 1 In the ut Ur metal! ? 
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4 as the firſt imagination or 1 n of a, particular 5 
effect, in all natural operations, is arbitrary, where we conſult 
not experience; ſo muſt we alſo: eſteem the ſuppoſed tye or 
connenion between the cauſe and effect, which binds them to- 
gether and renders it impoſſible, that any other effect ould 
reſult from the operation of that, cauſe. When I ſee, for in- 
ſtance, a billiard-ball moving in a; ſtrait line towards another; 
even ſuppoſe motion in the ſecond ball ſhould by accident be 
0 ſuggeſted to me, as the reſult of their contact or impulſe; may 
I not conceive; that a hundred different events might as well 
follow froth that cauſe? May not both theſe balls remain at 
abſolute reſt ?' May not the firft ball return in a ſtrait line, or 
leap off from the ſecond in any line we direction? All theſe 
ſuppoſitions are conſiſtent and conceivable. Why then ſhould 
we give the preference to one, which yo no more conſiſtent 
nor conceivable than the reſt? All our reaſonings à priori 
will never be able to) hows bod Ong pn ay wigs e 
ferente. 1 1991 25 | 21 MF 6 M833; 
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+ a Word, then, every effect i 18 A diſtin event 1 8 5 its 
cauſe. It could not, therefore, be diſcovered in the cauſe, and 
the firſt invention or conception of it, à priori, muſt be entirely i 
arbitrary. And even after it is ſuggeſted, the conjunction of 
it with the cauſe muſt * equally, arbitr * ſince there are 


i: always 


7 


—— ——— — oo ew i a et 
Fre 


— — 
Ee re — 
— Wort ear 
- —— — 
. — 
— 


—. 


* ne — 4 — 
ya ” b — 2 
ls Tone Wi wo — rr 
22 — 3 
9 tes 


—ü—ü—äẽ— — — hy — : l 
— 2 - . — es = * 48 na — » = 
— — — — — > — 2 ; — 
2 "API — 2 — ating mae hoc — — — 


— — 4 
_ — — 
2 — 


Ir we anger, = 


q — hy 2 — 1 — 
p pays — 8 — 
— . . — we 1 — 
— * —— — 1 — reg Boe Fant St ob — 
— — — — — — ——— 


- — —̃ — — 
— - — 
KA a — —— 
— — — — 
— — omnce— — — 


2+. dN 217175 8110 iu Z 33 452564548 
4 


e We N diſcover the reaſon, wh 
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18. rational a | mode , has ever pretende 
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mate cauſe © "any na tural « operation, EN: o 12 
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action of, ws er, iel produees any fingle effect in "hs 
l TP k N . 
univerl i confeſſed, ; that the. utmoſt effort © 1 
1 ad 1 $8 32 at, + We * FE, 1 of FE TS! & bo 3433 | 
rea On 1 I , to reduce the Princip ples, productiße of natural Hæ- 
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nomena, to a greater ſimplicity, and to reſolve the many Par- 


Gene effects into a few general cauſes, b by means of xe 7 
ings from analogy, experience, and obſervation. 
: f e 183 13 TY goers 
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caufes of theſe general cau ſes, we ſhould in vain att 


alſo! * 
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£7282. 24245 22 en e 7 0 + 
diſcovery; ; nor Jhall we ever be "be | able to fatisfy on x7 Sea f 
any Particular explication of cher. Thee ultim ate W 
and Principles are totally Hut up from Human et ihne 6 and 
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enquiry. FElafticit ty, gravity, cohel Parts, 
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perfect philoſophy of the natural Kind bully endes cut "my 


rance a little further: As perhaps the midſt "perfect —_ 
of the moral or metaphyſical Kind ſerves only to diſcover larger 


portions of our ignoratice. Thus the oblervatiön of bum han | 
blindneſs and Weakneſs is the reſult of al "philoſs ö 17. Add 


meets us, at every turn, in n ſpiglit of 0 our, endeavours! to clude 
or avoid! . n 4 
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mixed. es. FRY upon the Feen that certain 
aws are eſtab: ſhed by nature in her operations; and abſtract 
reaſonings are employed, either to aſliſt experience in the diſ- 4 
covery of theſe laws, or. to determine their influence in parti- 
cular inſtances, where it depends upon any preciſe degrees of 
nce and quantity. Thus tis a law of motion, diſcovered 
by. experience, that the moment or force of any body 1n 
motion is in the compound ratio or proportion of its ſolid con- 
tents and its velocity; and conſequently, that a ſmall force 
may remove the greateſt obſtacle or raiſe the greateſt weight, 
if by any contrivance or machinery we can increaſe the velocity 
of that force, ſo as to make 1 it an overmatch for its antagoniſt. 
Geometry aſſiſts us in the application of this law, by giving us 
the juſt « dimenſions of all the Parts and figures, which can enter 
| into any ſpecies of machine; but ſtill the diſcovery of the law 
| itſelf is owing merely to experience, and all the abſtract reaſon- 
ings in the world could never lead us one ſtep towards the 
knowlege of it. When we reaſon a priori, and. conſider merely 
any object or cauſe, as it appears to the mind, independent of 
all obſervation, it never could ſuggeſt to us the notion of any 
diſtin object, ſuch as its effect; much leſs, ſhew us the inſe- 
parable and inviolable connection between them. A man muſt 
be very ſagacious, who could diſcover by reaſoning, that cryſtal 
is the effect of heat, and ice of cold, without being previouſly 
acquainted with the 5 of theſe Sn | 
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gives riſe to a new queſtion as difficult as the foregoing; and 
leads us on to farther enquiries. When it is aſked; Mhat is 


7 of 
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But we. es nib; as yet, attained any t erable Kaüskackon 


with regard to the queſtion firſt propoſed. | Each ſolution Al | 


the nature of all aur reaſonings concerning matter of fact? 
The proper anſwer ſeems to be, chat they are founded on the 
relation of cauſe and effect. When again it is aſked, What it 


the (foundation , of all our reaſonings and. concluſions concerning 


that relation? it may be replied in one word, EXPERIENCE. 
But if we fall carry on our ſifting humour, and aſk, What it 
the foundation. of all. concluſions from experience? this implies 
a new queſtion, which may be of more difficult ſolution and 
explication. 3 Philoſophers, that give themſelves airs of ſupe- 
rior wiſdom and ſufficieney, have a hard taſk, When they en- 

counter perſons of inquiſitive diſpoſitions, who puſh them 
from every corner, to which they retreat, and who are ſure at 
laſt to bring them to ſome dangerous dilemma. FUG beſt * d 
pedient to prevent this confuſion, 55 to be mod 1. 
tenſions; and even to diſcover the diſſiculty nt beto 


is objeQed to us. By this means, me make a bnd of 
merit of our very ignorance. e en 9g) Tor 


Ifhall content 'my ra in this ſeQion, 77 7 an. 1 caſy taſk, 


-and ſhall pretend only to give a negative anſwer to the En Fr x 
150 N 


here propoſed. My lay then, that even after we have experience 
of the operations of cauſe and effect, our concluſions from that = 


LOX N 12 1 


experience are not founded on reaſoning, or any, proceſs ar, 25 by 
underſtanding. - This anſwer we muſt endeavour, both to e- 
1005 and to defend. 5 | ©. Lug de anatacloyd u. 
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It muſt certhidily be allowed, that nature has kept us at a 
Liest diftanc“ from all Her ſeerets, ut d afforded us only the 


| knowlege of à few ſuperfielal qualities of obhecks, Fhile ſlie 


conceals from us thoſe powers and pr iclples, on Which the in- 


fluence of theſe objects entirely depends. Our ſenſes inform 
us of the colour, weight, und confiſtenee of bread; büt neither 
ſenſe nor reaſon ever can inform us of thoſe qualities, 'which 
fit it for the” nouriſment and fupport of a human body. 
Sight or feeling conveys an idea” of the actual motioſi of bo- 
dies; but as to that wonderful force or power, "which Would 
carry on a moving body for ever in à contim 


vith certainty,” like nouri 


Af 50 8487 TT 


ed change of place, 
and which bodies never loſe but by communicating it to otliers; 


of this we cannot form the moſt diſtant conception.” But not- 5 
withſtanding this ignorance of natural powers * and principles, 
we abuſe profirme; "Whore WE" fes Hl 

they have like Kerst powers, and Fay our acebunt, that eech, A 
ſimilar to thoſe, Which we have experienced, will follow from 

them! If a body of like colour and cbfſiſtence with that of | 

bread, which we have formerly eat, be Preſented to us, we. 


make no ſeruple of "repeating the Experiment, and expect, 5 


. c 4 


n 


ſhment and ſupport. Now this is a 
| proceſs ef the mind or thought, of which 1 would willingly Fr 


know the foundation. *Tis allowed on all hands, that there 


is no known connection between the ſenſible qualities and the 


ſeerete powers 1 and conſequently, that the mind is not led to 


; form ſuch a conchiſion concerning their conſtant and regular | 


conjuntion, by any thing which it know's of their nature. As 


1114 {1+ 


to paſt Experience, it can x be allowed to give direct and certain Te 


The word. Power, is here uſed in a 1566 400 popular ſenſe. The more accu- 


rate explication « of it would give additional evidence to this argument. See Sect. 7. . 
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5 7 ie the ” nal dueſtion 68 "which 1 would i. 

: 8 55 cad, RI i Tobfflef F. elt; nouriſhed me:; that is,. 

| 12 Huch ſealible qualities, pat at ct dine ended dich 1 
tuck Teeret p. powers: : But does it follow, chat other bread muſt 


alſo nouriſſi me at another Ute; and that like ſenſible qualities 
muſt always be attended with Ike ſectet powers The toh- 


1 


ſequence ſeems nowiſe neceſſary . At leaſt, it muſt. he acknow- 
| leged, that chere is here 3 conſe 1 ee RR Þ Poe, T he mind; 


that there is a certain ſtep taken a proceſs, of thought, and an 


inference; Which Wants to1 be explained. »Thele FVO N ope- 
ſitions are far from being the ſame, I have ound that ſuch, an 


object has always been attended with ſuch an effect. and 4 fore- 
e, that other. abjetts, nuhich. ares, in appearayu Ho mats Wil 
be artendd with funilar, Held. 1othall Allo Wa it 5 leale, | 

that the one propoſition may juſtly; be. inferred from the.other : 


710302 


I know in fact, that it always is inferred· But if you inſiſt, 


that che inference is made hy a chain of ,realoning, 1 defire you 


10 97 


to. produces that reaſoning. The connection reed theſe, = g 
poſitions is nat Intuitive, - There i is required a med tum \ hich. 


(14+ FE3 i „ nE 


may enable the, mand to draw. ſuch an inferenc ce, "i in eed_it 
be drawn by, reaſoning and argument. What that. medium. is, 


B 5101 n 


I muſt confeſs, paſſes my comprehen ion; 52 and. tis incumbent 


N 2 


on thoſe to 'produce it, who aflert, that it reall y exiſts, and - 18 
"hh kite of all ee tine ee fact 


" This negative argument muſt certainly, in proceſ cs of time, 
| become altogether convincing, if 1 penetrating and 1 
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mediate ſtepy x buck, ſupports the, paderſtanging än, this con 75 
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o far to,his,own penetration, as f conclude, A 9 

— 2 reſcargh and enquiry, that therefore 
on. 5 be requiſ 521 
venture upon a more difficult taſk; and e all oF 
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branghss. of: human knowlege, ,cndeavgur. to. hew, that none 
of, them can erden td obo 0 2vewls flu 
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FRE. That thdre ate no demonſtratibe arguments in che cat, 
"feeds. erident; nee" it iitiplies no ebntfucketion, that the 


Sure 65 die may change, and chat an object ſeemingly 
like tale which we have experienced, may be attended with 
and diſtinctiy 
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11 other reſpedts, reſembles ſude , Has yet the taſte of ſalt or 
5 1g 3 81 fire? 18 tiere any more intelligible propoſition 


"thin 15 fern, that Alt He trees will flourich 1 Dr CEDInER 


ad JANUARY, "and' dest) in Nav and Jude b Now wWhat- 

1 ber ;ntcllighb le; and 0 he inctly cone d, "implies no 
"contradittion, and can never be proved falſe by any demon- 
* ative argumen or SR realoning 4 Priori. 91092 Num { 
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If we be, therefore, engaged by arguments to put: truſt in 


aſt ex perience, and make it the ſtandard of our future judg- 
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aw matter of fact and real;qtiſienos) according to che Geigen 5 
abgye-mentioned. But that there is no argument f this 

kind, muſt appear, if our explication of chat ſpecies' of rea- 
g be admitted as ſolid and: ſatisfactory. We have fad, 

that all arguments concerning exiſtence are founded on the 
relation of cauſe and effect; that our knowlege of that relation 
18. derived entirely from experience; and that all our experi- 

mental concluſions proceed upon the ſuppoſition that the future 
will be conformable to the paſt. To endeavour, therefore, the 
proof of this laſt ſuppoſi tion by probable arguments, or argu- 
ments regarding exiſtence, muſt be evidently going in a circle, 


and taking that for grangorh, which is the very Point in 
N TH 


In reality all arguments from Eper are founded'e on Mat 5 


ſimilarity, which we diſcover among natural objects, and by 0 


which we are induced to expect effects ſimilar to thoſe, wii 


we have found to follow from ſuch objects. And though none 
but a fool or madman will eyer pretend to diſpute the authority | 


of experience, or to reject that great guide of human life; it 
may ſurely be allowed a philoſopher to have ſo much curioſity 
at leaſt, as to examine the principle of human nature which 
gives this mighty authority to experience, and makes us draw 
advantage from that ſimilarity, which nature has placed among 


different objects. From cauſes, which appear ſimi lar, We ex- 


pect ſimilar effects. This is the ſum of all our experimental 
concluſions. Now it ſeems evident, that if this coneluſion 
were formed by reaſon, it would be as perfect at firſt, and 
upon one inſtance, as after ever ſo long a courſe of experience. a 
But the caſe is far otherwiſe. Nothing ſo like as eggs; yet no 


one, on account of this apparent ſimilarity, expects the fame 
| 7 Aue . | _ : EE taſte 


. l n — > x 35 2 r = 2 N 
ad $ © x4 - — bes A (Wb ro, 5 ” 5 1 ö Fe 1 RO 
=> S -— { _ 7 . N ee 3 No - n * 1 8 FAROE NE r =” 5 3 . „ Ar FS ener * 55604 i N ve 3 Tf 5 Feng 11S BE 8 io RR »- es.” er $4 * 
L %%% % EEE i ne I %,, ß ̃ͤ— !!... ñ]ð V ̃᷑̃ ᷣ . ]ĩͤ I EI ERS, 3 7 N 5 r e „ RS CEE ET SIO ng ES pad; As "8 1 7 
Tee 2 n Nel 7 3 r IDA WES as I pr ISO JO MCI AF. Son 3 ane Tow.” £2 pgs A d dm ES IT © hr * 4 Den {OD = 3 3 Nu 85 
DEC AN SEE OO Sx” ST TI Ig J TTT / I i SIR $4 "Ds 8 8 ; . > - 
2 n FF . 5 3 . . : 2 L f 5 r , 4 f 


draws, a 


SCEPTICAL Soy mrs. _ 


ae — them. Tis only after 4 long cbutle ; 
of uniform experiments in any Kind, that we attain a fit 
liance and ſecurity with regard to a particular event! Now 


98 < © 
: : 4 
mi 4 EF 


where is that proceſs of reaſoning, Which from one inſtance 
oneluſion, ; ſo different from that which it infers from 
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ments, we znfer a connexion between the ſenſible qualities and 
the ſeeret powers; this, I muſt confeſs, ſeems the ſame dif- 
culty, couched in different terms. The queſtion Milt recurs, 
On hat proceſs of argument is this inference founded? Where 


is the medium, tlie interpoſing ideas, which 3 join propoſitions * 


ſo very wide of each other? Tis) confeſſed, that the colour, 
conſiſtende and other ſenſible qualities of bread” appear not, of 


themſelves, to have any connexion with the ſecret powers of 
nouriſhment and ſupport.” For otherwiſe we could infer theſe 
ſecret powers from che firſt e of theſe. ſenſible” qua- 
lities, without the aid of - experience; contrary to tlie ſentiment” 
of all philoſophers, and contrary-to'plain matter of fact. Here op 
then is our natural ſtate of 1 ignorance with regard to the powers 1 
and, influence of all objects. How 1s this Temedied by expe- _ 
nience ? It only ſhews us a number of uniform effects, . 


ſulting from certain objects, and teaches us, that choſe parti- 


cular objects, at that particular time, were endowed with a 
ener and forces. * mee endowed with ſimilar 
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are Tuppoſed to be the mere effects of reaſoning and reflection, they will be found to 
terminate, at laſt, in ſome general principle or concluſion, for which 'we can. aſſign 
no reaſon. but obſervation and experience. The only difference betwixt them and 
thoſe maxims, which are vulgarly eſteemed the reſult of pure experience, is. that 
the former cannot be eſtabliſhed without ſome proceſs of thought, and ſome refleftion | 
on what we have obſerved, in order to diſtinguiſh its circumſtances, and trace its 
-conſequences : Whereas in the latter, the experienced event is eraktly and fully 
ſimilar to that which we infer as the reſult of any particular ſituation. The hiſtory 
of a TibER Ius or a Nero makes us dread a like tyranny: were our mona : 

from the reſtraints of laws and ſenates : But the obſervation of any fraud or cruelty : 
in private life is ſufficient, with the aid of a little thought, to give us the ſame ap- 
prehenſion; while it ſerves as an inſtance of the general corruption of human n 
and ſhews us the danger which we muſt incur by repoſing an entire co 
mankind. In both caſes, tis We which is W 6 . oundation of our 
inference and concluſion. . ee 5 r 1 
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There is no man 92 young and 5 as not to bis ry er from obſerra- | 
tion, many general and juſt maxims concerning human affairs and the conduct of 
life; but it muſt be confeſſed, that, when a man comes to pat theſe in practice, he 
will be extremely liable to error, till time and farther experience, both enlarge theſe 
maxims, and teach him their proper uſe and application. In every tuation or in- 
cident, there are many particular and ſeemingly minute circumſtances, which the 
man of greateſt talents is, at firſt, apt to overlook, though on them the juſtneſs of 
_ His concluſions, and conſequently the prudence of his conduct, entirely depend. Not 
to. mention, that, to a young beginner, the general obſervations and maxims occur 
not always on the proper occaſions, nor can be immediately applied with due calmneſs 
and diſtin tion. The truth is, an unexperienced reaſoner could be no 'reaſoner ay all, 
were he abſolutely unexperienced ; and when we aſſign that charakter to any one, we 


mean it only in a comparative ſenſe, and ſuppoſe. him N of Sa in a 
Amaller and more imperfect degree. . : _ PRA 


1534 - "bf 127 


3 
ich 


5 


mory and ſenſes. We ſhould never know how to adjuſt 
r on gp obey, $44: JEDI e j 
s enz, or. to, cmploy our gatura 


* 


"conclude, that 1 5 country 1555 in antient times, 


im, he could never f 
the events of former a ages from hiſtory ; ; bur 


chen we muſt peruſe the volumes, in — u this inftruRtion is is 
contained, and thence carry Up ; 


78 13 1 


e memory or baker our reaſon- 


erely.. Xx" articy 
* connected With eva — - whos chain 


a 1d have nothing to ſupport it, nor could We 
Fer, BY l means, e a ihe Enowleze of any geil er 
W 1 ede 4; means, oak * N AH 5 85 0 LE Any, real $647 JETS 
tence. If Iaſk, hy you believe any Pi ticular, matter of fact, 
which you relate, you muſt tell me ſome yl and this rea- 
d i fv 1 
- Jon will be ſome other fact, conneQe : : ut as ou \ 
of Vo EEO bon Etats 


* 


| 


} 


| 8 rang E @ 04D GIG JARITIAI2 


banner roct@ rtr this ahh halle 8 bebt: de Wat K H 
tertlinte M le“ Fact, Which 4e Prdlemt th your "Mettery' c 

ſenſes 1 Ur! aal aloe dat dür elief 48" entirely withbtht 
Hund ation?! bus dne lo 291% INK | 897 Unit Nom 921817 I. 
201 ald to 7480 YAIIERDT 50 25 81 zen wo »19bgor OJ 


What then is the concluſion. of the whole matter ich imple - 
one; though it muſt be confeſſed, pretty femote fromiſthe 
common theories of philoſophy. All behef of matter of fack 
or real exiſtence is derived merely fromſſome object, preſent 
to the memory or ſenſes, and a cuſtomary conjunction between 
chat and any, othen ob jet; Or in other words j having fbünd,, 
in es, that any two! kinds of objects, flame and 
Matte inen cat have always been conjoined together; if 
flame or ſnow be preſented anew to our ſenſes, the mind ig 
carried by cuſtom to expect heat or cold, and to! believe, that 
ſuch a quality does exiſt, and will diſcover itſelf upon a nearer 
approach. This belief , the neceſſary refult of plaring the 
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particular fituation, in which the mid is plaendb at any partis 
eularqquncturel Whenever any object is preſented tothe mt - 
moryl or ſenſes}! ũt immediately, by the forces of tuſtum vary 
res the imagination to cbnecire that object, ich is ufually 


_ conjoined; to it; and this conception is attended with a feeling 
| Or: ſentumeht} different from the looſe: re veries of the fancy. In 


this conſiſts the whole nature of belief. For as there is no 
matter of fact which we believe ſo firmly, tliat we cunnot con 
ceive the contrary, there would be no difference between tlie 
ent, which diſtinguiſhes· the one from the other: 
IH I ſee a billiard-ball moving towards another o moatl 
table, I can eaſily conceive it to ſtop upon contact. This tons 
ception implies no contradiction; but fill it feels very! diffe- 
rently from that conception, by which I repreſent to myſelf 


the impulſe, W motion from one ball 
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an x experience | of theſe ſentiments, Hur i is the t true and 
proper name of of. this feeling ; and no one is ever, ot © Joſs to 
know. the meaning of that term. ; ; becauſe every. mann one 
moment, con cious « of the { ſentiment. repre ſented by it. It ag 
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gination. alone is ener able to attain,\ This waricty of terms, 
which ay ſcem ſounphiloſophical, is intended only to ex 
Ppreſs that act of the mind, which render realities, er what is 
taken for ſuch. more preſent to us eee e 
to weigh more in the thought and gives them a ſuperior in- 
fluence on the paſſions and imagination. PG do fie 
about the thing, tis needleſs to diſpute about the terms. The 
imagination has the command over all its ideas; ant can join 
and mix and vary them, 1 in all the ways poſſible. It may con- 
ceive fictitious: obj s with all the cireumſtances of place and 
time. It may ſet them, in a manner, before our eyes, in their 
true colours, jofbas they might have" >xiſted.'/ Butas 4 it is im 
 poſſibley! that that faculty of ima ion can ever, of itſelk, 
belief, tis! evident, that belief confiſts not in the peculiar 
mature or order of ideas, but in the manner of their conception 
and im their re ling to tlie mind. 1 confeſs; that tis impoſſible 
perfectly to explain this feeling or manner of conception.” We 
may make uſe of words, which expreſs ſomething near it. But 
its true and proper name, as we obſerved before, is belief 7 
Which 1 is a term, that every one ſuffcienily underſtands 1 in com- 
mon life... And i in | philoſophy, we can go no farther: than af« - 
ſert, that- belief © is ſomet | Ir ig felt by the mind, which diſtin- 
guilhes the ideas of the judgment from the fictions · of the ima- - 
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4H ven ei be no ſack think" as adp. Air e 
Wort; ür Inoranee of che real” cauſe of any event 
ice on the underſtanding; and begets a like 


"There 3 is certainly a probability, which ariſes from a uperi= 
ority of chances on any ſide; and according as this ſuperiority 
enereaſes, and ſurpaſſes the oppoſite chances, the probability 
receives a proportionable encreaſe, and begets full a higher de- 
gree of belief or aſſent to that ſide, in which we diſcover the 
ſuperiority. If a dye were marked with one figure or number 
of ſpots on four ſides, and with another figure or number of 


ſpots on the two remaining ſides, it would be more probable, 


that the former would turn up than the latter; thou gh if it 
had a thouſand ſides marked in the ſame manner, and only one 
ſide different, the probability would be much bigher, and our 


® Mr. Locks Svides all arguments i into V In 1 
we mult fay, that tis only. probable all men muſt die, or that the ſun will riſe to- 
morrow. But to conform our language more to common uſe, we ſhould divide argu- 


ments into demonſtrations, proofs, and probabilities. By proofs meaning ſuch 2 


from pen as leave no room for 2 96 or * a | 
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belief br ee of the event more 1 and ſceure. ' 


This / proceſs of the thought or; reaſoning. may ſeem, trivial 
and obvious; but to thoſe, Who conſider it more narrowly, it. 
may, perhaps, afford matter for; very curious ſpeculations. reg!” 


Ut ſeems evident, that when the mind looks forward to "7M 11 
cover the event, Which may reſult from the throw of ſuch a 7 [ 


dye, it conſiders the turping up of each particular ſide as alike 


probable; and this 48: the very nature of chance, to render all 


the particular events, comprehended in it, entirely equal. But 


finding a greater number of ſides coneur in the one event than 
in the other, the mind is carried more frequently to that event, 
and meets it oftener, in revolving the vari- 


10 poſſihilities O 
chances, on which the ultimate reſult depends. This concur- 
rence of ſeveral views in one particular event hegets immedi- 
ately, by an inexplicable, contrivance of nature, the ſentiment 
of belief; and gives that event the advantage over: its antago- 
niſt, which is ſupported by : a ſmaller number of views, and re- 
curs leſs frequently to the mind. If we allow, that belief is 
nothing but a firmer and ſtronger conception of an object than 

What attends the mere fictions of the imagination, this opera- 


tion may, perhaps, in ſome meaſure, be accounted for. The 


concurrence of theſe ſeveral views or glimpſes imprints its idea 
more ſtrongly on the! imagination; gives it ſuperior force and 


: vigour + renders its influence on the paſſions and affections 
more ſenſible; and in a word, begets that reliance or Keurity 


* 4 4 ae 18 m x > oe 


Which conftitutes the nature of belief and acre; 


SHELLED er Jabs u din ent 494 


Ibs caſe is the. lame with. the probability of c dufte, as with 18 
that of chance. There are ſome cauſes, which are entirely 
uniform and conftant 3 in producing a particular effect; undd r no 
inflages þ has ever yet been found of any failure or irregularity | 


0 in 
4. 
7 * 
* — 
; % « 
Fl 


— 
17 
5 
* 1 
WL 
"I 
N 
+ 
ES) 
Wy 
5 
5 


* * 
— 
br 
"IL 
2 L 
230 
3 
I 
= 
8 
Yo 
3 
1 
8 
= 
8 
FA 
7 


39 
5 
S, 
2 
3 
2 
ry — 
892 
— 5 
i 
= 
> 
7-0 
= 
WW 
* 5 
EL 
9 
9 * 
20 
Bo 
A. 
2 
7 
2 - 
* 
n 
8 
Vo C] 
ors 
. a 
3 
2 
IE 
2 
2 I 
8 
- 
LAs 
pe tt 
2 
ET: 8 
IE; 
=— 
=o 
2 
** 
2 
IT 
© LO „ 
RE 
* 5 
5 
7 
SS, 
= 
6A © 
Bi 
Fg 
ny 
3 
8 
Peet 
f IG 
2 
3 
5 3% 
a 
118 
2 
I 
1 
o 


40 


26x PROBABILITY. 1 71. 
: eker lire has abirays burnt, und water ſuffoemted 


every human creature: The produttion of motion by impulſe 


and gravity is an univerſal law, which has hitherto: admitted 
of no exception. But there are other cauſes that Have bern 
found more irregular and uncertain; not has rhubarb prowed 
always à purge, or opium à ſopol 
taken theſe medicines. Tis true, hen any tauſe fails-of pro- 
_ ducing its uſual effect, philoſophers aſerĩbe not this to any irre- 


i to every One, Who has 


gularity in nature; but ſuppoſe 


that ſome ſecret cauſes, in the 


particular ſtructure of parts, have prevented the operation. 


Our reaſonings, however, and coneluſions concerning the event 
are the ſame as if this principle had no place. Being deter- 


mined by cuſtom to transfer the paſt to the future, in all our | 
inferences; where the paſt has been entirely regular and uni- 


torm, we ekpeck che event with dhe greateſt aſſurance, and 


leave no room for: any contrary ſuppoſition... But where diffe- 
rent effects have been found to follom from cauſes, which are 
to appearance exattly ſimiliar, all theſe various effects muſt oc- 
curſta the mind in transferring the paſt to the future, and en- 
tor into our conſideration, when we determine the probability 


of the event. Though we give the preference to that which 
has been found moſt uſual, and believe that this effect wall 


5 exiſt, we muſt not overlook: the other effects, but muſt giye 
each of them a particular weight and authority, in Proportion 
as we have found it to be more or leſs frequent. Lis more 


probable, in exery place of EUROPE, that there will be froſt 


ſometime i in ANUARY, than -that the weather will continue 


5 I } AF'J 


open. throughout that Whole month thou ough this | probability 


FJ 315 i! Of „ 


varies according g to the different climates, and approaches t6'a 
certainty i in the n more. northern Kingdoms. Here then it ſeems 


Tin gern 30 net as 10 DUgOL £529 197-1909 251 1 5 ident, | 
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„ evident, that when we tune the paſt to the WN 4 in \ order 
85 | | to determine the effect, which will reſult from any cauſe, we 
transfer all the different events, in the ſame proportion as they | 
have appeared i in the paſt, and conceive one to have exiſted a 
hundred times, for inſtance, another ten times, and another 
once. As a great number of views do here concur in one event, 
they fortify and confirm it to the imagination, beget that ſen- 
timent which we call belief, and give it the preference above 
its antagoniſt, which is. not ſupported by an equal number of 
experiments, and occurs not ſo frequently to the thought i in 
transferring the paſt to the future. Let any one try to account 
for this operation of the mind upon any of the received y tems 
of philoſophy, and he will be ſenſible of the difficulty, . 
my part, I ſhall think it ſufficient, if the preſent hints excite 
the. curioſity of philoſophers, and make them ſenſible how 
extremely defective all common theories are, in treating of 
ſuch curious and ſuch ſublime ſubjects. e 
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7 1 E great e of gy . abies. 5 Wa | 
1 ſciences conſiſts in this, that the ideas of the former, 
being ſenſible, are always clear and de terminate, the ſmalleſt 
diſtinction between them is immediately perceptible, and the 
ſame terms are ſtill expreſſive of che ſame ideas, without ambi- NY 
_ guity or variation. An oval 1 is never miſtaken for a circle, nor 
an hyperbola. for an elipſis. The iſoledles and ſcalenum are di- 
ſtinguiſhed by boundaries miore exact than vice and virtue, 
right and wrong. If any term be defined in geometry, tlie 
mind readily, of itſelf ſubſtitutes, on all occaſions, the defi- 
nition for the term defined: Or even when no definition is 
employed, the object itſelf may be preſented to the lenſes, and 
by that means be ſteadily and clearly apprehended. But 
the finer ſentiments of the mind, the operations of the under- 
ſtanding, the various agitations of the paſſions, though really 
in themſelves diſtinct, eaſily eſcape us, when ſurveyed by re- 
flection; nor is it in our power to recall the original object, as 
often as we have occaſion to contemplate it. Ambiguity, by 
this r means, 18 gradually e into our ſs : Simi- 
lar 


Vor. I. 3 Pi 


. | |. 5 
| 74 Fd: E C r ο N vn. „ 


lar bz are readily taken to be the ſame: And che ten 
| becomes at laſt very wide of the Premiſes. ng!) 2 brane A 


a * 1 90 . — ve 
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\ ' 1 One may ſafely, however, affirm, that, if we con "IP het g 
| ; M34 23. 
| ſciences in a proper light, their advantages and diſadvantages 


very nearly. campenſate each other, and reduce bath. of: them to to 
a ſtate of equality. If the mind with greater facility retains 
the ideas of geometry clear and, determinate, it muſt carry on 
a much longer and. more intticate chain of . reaſoning, and 
compare ideas much wider of each other, in order to reach the 
abſtruſer truths of that ſcience. And if moral ideas are apt, 
EE without extreme care, wo fall into.obſeurity.and confuſion; the 
on infexenees are always much ſhorter in theſe diſquiſitions, and 
the intermediate ſteps, which lead to the concluſion, much 
fewer than in the ſeiences which treat of quantity and number. 
In reality, there is ſcarce a propoſition in EvcL1D fo fimple, 
as not to conſiſt of more parts, than are to be found in any 
moral reaſoning which runs not into chimera and conpeit. 
Where we trace the principles of the human mind through but 
a few ſteps, we may be very well fatisfied with our progreſs; 
conſidering how foon nature. throws a bar to all out inquiries 
concerning cauſes, and reduces us to an acknowlegement of 
our ignorance. The chief obſtacle, therefore, to our improve- 
ment in the moral or metaphyſical ſciences is the obſcurity of 
the ideas, and ambiguity of the terms. The principal difficul- 
ty in the mathematics is the length of inferences and compaſs 
of thought, requiſite to the forming any concluſion, | And | 
perhaps, our progreſs in natural philoſophy 3 is chiefly retarded 
by the want of proper experiments and phænomena, which 
often are diſcovered by chance, and cannot always be found, | 
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Of the IDE&of NECESSARY CONNNEXION. 8 


with requiſite; even by the moſt diligent and pruderit pg 
As moral philoſophy ſeems hitherto to have received leſs im- 


provements than either geometry or phyſics, we may conel ads, 
that, if there be any difference in this reſpe& among theſe ſcien- 


ces, the difficulties, which obſtruct the progreſs of the former, 
require ſuperior care and capacity to be ſurmounted. 


There are no . which occur in metaphyſics, more ob- 


1 ww and uncertain, than thoſe of Power, force, energy, or or 
5 neceſſary connexion, of which it is every moment neceſſary for 


us to treat in all our diſquiſit tions. We ſhall, therefore, endea- 
vour, in this ſection, to fix; if poſſible, the preciſe meaning phe 
of theſe terms, and thereby remove ſome part of that obſcu- 
rity, Which is ſo much een Wy in n . erg of * : 
es Ak „ innen WE «of 


1b &1 {$7371 


et ſeems A ay which will not 5 af much Jiſpute, 


that all our ideas are nothing but copies of our impreſſions, or, 


in other words, that tis impoſſible for us to think of any thing, 


which we have not antecedently. felt, either by our external 


or internal ſenſes. I have endeavoured * to explain and prove 
this propoſition, and have exprefled my hopes, that, by a 


2 proper application of it, men may reach a greater clearneſs 


and preciſion i in philoſophical reaſonings, than what they have 


hitherto, been ever able to attain. Complex ideas may, per- 


haps, b well known by definition, which 1s nothing but an 
enumeration of thoſe parts or ſimple ideas, that compoſe 
them, But when we. have puſhed up definitions to the moſt 
_ fimple ideas, and fad ſtill ſome ambiguity and obſcurity ; ; 
What reſource are we then poſſeſſed of? By What invention 
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Which can be the 0 of our enquiry. it 


can we throw: she upon) theſe ideas; and render 1 fr TIO 5 


ther preciſe and determinate: to ou intellectual view? "Produce . 


the impreſſions or weer benen from which the ideas 


are copied. Theſe impreſſions are all ſtrong ane ſenſible. They 

admit not of ambiguity. They are not only Placed in a full 
light themſelves, but may throw light on their correſpondent 
ideas, which lie in obſcurity. . And by this means, we may. 


perhaps, attain a new microlcope” or ſpecies of « optics, by which, | 
in the moral ſciences, the moſt minute, and moſt ſimple ideas 


may be ſo enlarged as to fall readily under our apprehenſion, 


and be equally known with the groſſeſt and | moſt ſenſible dens, 
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10 be tuuye acquain ted e with "_ n en Wan * 


neceſſary connexion, let us examine its impreſſion; and in 
order to find the impreſſion with greater certainty, let us ſearch | 


hn it in an the ſources, from which 3 it may poſſibly be erg 


* 
When we look about us tontards external objects, and e con- 


ſider the operation of cauſes, we are never able, 1 in a fin gle 
inſtance, to diſcover any power or neceſſary connexion ; any 
quality, which binds the effect to the cauſe, and renders the 
one an infallible conſequence of the other. We only find, 
that the one does actually, in fact, follow the other. The 
impulſe of one billiard-ball is attended with motion in the 
ſecond. This is the whole that appears to the outward ſenſes. 
The. mind feels no ſentiment or mward impreſſion from this 
ſucceſſion - of objects: Conſequently, | there is not, in any 


ſingle, particular inſtance of cauſe and effect, any . which 


can ſuggeſt the idea of power or neceſſary connexion. 
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15 Fromm the firſt appearance of an object, we never can eonjec- 


8 


ture wrlat effect will reſult _— it. "I were the ebe or 


| mind; we ce 
n withdut epetbelte, and might, at fi in. 


bets wa any cauſe 8 
"ſee! the effect, eve 


pronouneè with wee WT it, 7 "ihe mere wand of | 


thowght/Ss reg e en ne manu de 
e et ur pn e mt ha Ons ons tern -eatolhs 


In reality, chere i is no part of matter, chat ons ever, 1 N its 


ſenſible qualities, diſcover. any, power or energy, or give us 


ground to imagine, that it could produce any thing, or be 
followed by any of other object, which, v we. could denominate its 
effect. Solidity, extenſion, motion; theſe. qualities, are all 


complete in themſelves, and never point out any other event | 


which may reſult from chem. The ſcenes of the univerſe are 
continually ſhifting, and one ob ect follows another 1 in an un- 


interrupted ſucceſſion; ; but the power. or force, which actuates | 
the whole machine, is intirely concealed from us, and never | 


diſcovers itſelf in any of the ſenſible qualities of body. We 
know, that, in fact, heat is a conſtant attendant of flame; 


but what is the connexion! between Wa we have no room 


2?Tis impoſſible, there-. 
fore, that the idea of power can be Kees from the contempla- : 
tion of bodies, in ſingle inſtances of heir operation; - becauſe 


ſo much as to conjecture or imagine. 
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no bodies ever ee any Wow" which can * the ORE 55 
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. Mr. Loc Ke, in his Guter of power, fays, that finding from e ens " Wat 


there are ſeveral new productions in matter, and concluding that there muſt ſome- 
Where be a power capable of producing them, we artive at laſt by this leafoning at 


the- idea of power. But no reaſoning can ever give us 4 new „original, fſimple es 3: > 


as this philoſopher” N confeſſes. Tui, e can never be the n of: | 


that idea. 
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ll . 0 be ſaid, that we are every moment conſeious of pow 
1 9 85 5 oven minds; while we feel, that, by the ſimple command of 
9 | ET 7 our will, we can move the organs of our body, or direct the 
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| | a ueber external obiects 8 as they! appear t the 
| are: us no idea of power or neceſſary connecti „ by 

r inſtances; let us ſee, whether this 

minds, | and be copied. from any internal gia It Nw - 
jower in our 


faculties of our minds, in their operation. An act of volition 7 
| Produces motion in our limbs, Or raiſes a new idea 1 in our ima | 
gination. This influence of the will we know by conſciouſ- 
neſs... Fence we acquire the idea of power or energy; and 
are certain, that we ourſdves and all other intelligent beings 
are poſſeſſed of power. This idea, then, is an idea of reflec- 
tion, ſince it ariſes from reflecting on the operations of our 
own minds, and on the command Which! is exerciſed. by wal 
both over the organs of the body and faculties of the n mind, 


1 ent F "| 1 ME; 1 253 4G | 

We ſhall n to examine this pretenſion; and firſt with 
Ls. to the influenee of volition over the organs of the body. 
This influence, we may obſerve, is a fact, which, like all other 
natural operations, can be known only. by experience; and can 
never be foreſeen. from any, apparent energy or power in the 
cauſe, which connects it with the effect, and renders the one 
an infallible conſequence of the other. The motion of our 
body follows upon the command of our will. Of this 
every moment conſcious: But the means, by which this? is let 
fected; the energy, by which the will performs ſo extragr- 
A an N e of this we are 0 far from being im 
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one, that the moſt relined thought is able to actuate the groffeſt 
matter? Wirt we empewered, by a ſeeret with, 'to! remove 
mountains, or control the Planets in their orbit; this extenfive 


inſtances, , en, the ober. W 


| who. had newly loſt choſe memb 
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ot we DEA NYGESSARY connexion. W 
 Hargigl is chevs any principle ip d | a ti 1 


al ſuhſtance acquires ck an influence, over a e 


* 8 3 1 1 


authority would not be more extraordinary, nor more beyond 
our comprehenſion. But if by conſcioufneſs we perceived any 


power or energy in the will, we muſt know this power; we | 


muſt Knovy its connexion with the effect; we 


8 which Bl 18 e pb rat 


; Secondly, We are not ble x to-move e all wb organs, of "the body 
with! a lie authority ; ; though we cannot aſſign any other 


reaſon, | ̃ ſides e for 10 remarkable a difference be- 


bxrcen one and the of Why has the will an influence over 


che tongue and fingers, 405 not over the heart or liyer? This 


queſtion n would never embarraſs us, were we conſcious of a 
power in the former caſe, and not in the latter. We ſhould 
chen perceive, independent of experience, why the au thority 


of will over the organs of the body is cireumſeribed within 
ſuch particular limits. Being in that caſe fully acquainted with 


the power or force, by which it operates, we ſhould alſo know, T) 
why its 1 mn reaches e to ran bs and no 


farther. wine 


33.5 33 


wy man, ſlruck baden) A A N N in 8 WW 6 or 
bers, frequently: endeavours, at 
n, and nn them in their Wee. offices. 
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Ii We learn from anatomy, that the ĩumedlate 6hjec 5 


of power in voluntary motion, ĩs not the! member itſelf which” 


is moved, but os 0 e and derves, and img! ſpi rits, 


abd p N thin ore matte and un 
throw] 2 5 ö | 6 556 05 35 0 45 "I "ang WER 
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x7 | * £4 o%T;:;+ Hg the imme late if Js 
7% t 8 1 011 Ter a 1 
oy as "ti 1 a more e þ ertain proo f that che power 
ion tus whole operation is performed. ſo far from, being: 


15 and fully known by an inward. eee or conſciouſ- 


neſs, is, to the laſt degree, POR and" wi Keel = 
Here the mind wills a certain. t : | 
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intended, is, $5 es bo A * wan { prodiceyancthch; equally 


unknown: al at laſt, throug gh a long ſyece eg, t th 1 ed. 
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 event"s"produced.' But if the, original peer were alt, . 


mult be Known; 14 Were 4 It, knownyits.offedt multallobeknowny. 


ſince all Power is relative to its effeck. Ang 0112" Verſe 4 if ne 
ce 13 3 2428012 * N 877 > 211 97S. Y b Iv Ot 
effe be Hot En now ü, che, power, ca nook. be Known. er felt, felt. 1 


£7 1114 n in 1 Ar 


How indeed gan ye be conſcious of 2 Potente werf dt Habe) . 
w hen we Babe ſuch OY W chat to move Certain” 


un ee {1 animal 
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Of the IDEA of NECESSARY CONNESION. 65 . 


animal ſpirits; Which; chough they produce at laſt the motion 
. our ode yet mn ſuch mn | 
our comprehenſionn | 


ie . Nin 1 N Sig 2 | K 75 Ta wot. tt 1 No ; 
We may, therefore, parade Be po the 3 1 rom: 1 


out any temerity, though. with aſſurance ; ; that our idea of 
power, 15. not copied from any ſentiment or conſciouſneſs of 
power within, ou rlelves, when we give riſe to, animal motion, 
or apply our limbs to che proper uſe and office. That their 

motion follows the command of the will is a matter of com- 
mon experience, like other natural events: But the power or 


energy, by which this is effected, like chat i in other natural 
events, is unknown and inconceivable AT 


4 


a 


Shall we then aſſert, that we are conſcious of a power or 
energy in our own minds, when, by an act or command of 
our bee we raiſe up a new idea, fix the mind to a contempla=. 
don of it, turn it on all ſides, and at laſt diſmiſs it for ſome 
other idea, when we think that we have ſurveyed it with ſuf- 
ficient ey I believe the ſame arguments will Prove, that 


«| 1 #4 0.5, * go 
1 It may 755 pretended, that the 3 which we meet vith i in becher, _obliging 


= us frequently to exert our force, and call up all our power, this gives us the idea of ö 
force and power. Tis this 52% or ſtrong endeavour, of which we are confcious, that 


is che original impreſſion from which this idea is copied. But, frf, we attribute 
power ton vaſt number of objects, where we neyer can ſuppoſe this reſiſtance or ex- 
ertion of force to take place ; to the Supreme Being, - Who never meets with any re- 8 
fiſtance; to the mind in its command over its ideas and limbs, in common thinking 
and motion, where the effect follows immediately upon the will, without any exertion or 
: ſummoning up of force; to inanimate matter, Which is not capable of this ſentiment. 
Secondly, This ſentiment of an endeavour to overcome reſiſtance has no known con- 
nexion with any event: What follows it, we know by experience; but could not : 
know it 2 gribi. It muſt, however, be confeſſed, that the animal 1 which we E 
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much as that of cauſe; and both have 2 reference to an elfe, or ſome other event 
* onſtantly conjoined with the former. When we conſider the unknown circumſlance of 
an object, by which the degree or quantity of its effect is s fixed and determined, we 
call that its power And accordingly, 'tis allowed by all philoſophers, that t the effe(t | 
is the meaſure of the power. Ent if they had any idea, of power, as it i. in i elf, why 
could not they meaſure i it in itſelf ? The diſpute whether the force of a body! in mo- 
tion belas i its velocity, or dhe ſquare of its velocity ;- this diſpute, ' I tay, needed. not 
de decided by comparing its, effects in yl or unequal e 1 but b a dire 2 
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pe; object, and its, uſual attendant ; and this ſentiment 3 is the 
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the number of inſtances differ from every, individual in in ance, 


But his cuſtomary connexion or tranſition of. the imagination 
ie che only, circumſtance, in which they differ, In every other 


h bo the quent! uſe of the words, Force; Power Enorgy, Ge. which 2 10 
N * ere docur in mon converſation, as well as in philoſophy; that is no proof that 
we are acquazated, in any inſtance, with the connecting principle between cauſe and 
effect, or can account ultimately for the production of one thing by another. "Theſe 
words, as commonly uſed, have very looſe meanings annexed to them; and their ideas 
Are very uncertain and confuſed. No animal can put external bodies in motion with, 


out the ſentiment of a ni/us or endeavour ; and every animal has a ſentiment or feel- 


ing from the ſtroke or blow of an external object, that is in motion. Theſe ſenſa · 
tions, Which are mer 21 eren animal, and from which we can à priori draw no inference, 
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we are apt to transfer to inanimate objects, and to luppoſe, that they have ſome ſuch 


ariſes from Fi number « of ſimilar inſtances, a and not Roms any 5 
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' conlider only the conſtant experienced conjunction of the events; and ag we fel a 


| cnſtomary connexion ] between the ideas, we transfer that feeling to che objects; as 
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return to this — — 1s erally findiar to any in- 
ſtance that may, at preſent, occur to us; except only, that we 
could nþþJAy firſt, ir oneevent from thepthery which we 
are enabled to do at preſent, after ſo long a courſe of uniform 
experience, 1 know not, if the reader will A apprehend 
this reaſoning. 1 am afraid, that, ſhould 1 multiply words 
about it, or throw it into a greater variety of lights, it would 
only become more obſcure and intfieaté. In all abſtract rea- 
ſonings, there is one point of view, which if _we, can happily 
hüt, we ſhall. g0 farther towards illuſtratin g che ſubject, | th n 
by all the eloquence and copious expreſſion in the, world. This 
point of view We ſhould endeavour to reach, Kel eſerve. the C 
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"night © Lean be Gepedted; in queflionsz dich He 
been (auh väffed and Ehe with great tagorhiolÞ fine the 
brew tells or Teience and philoſophy, that the ban 
"We term, Ut leaſt; Thould have bech Ag feSd ufD * e 
Eplatints Wund Gur enqutries ib dite coukls f cv tionfebd 
years, been able to paſs from words to the true and real ſub- 
ject of the controverſy. For how eaſy may it ſeem to give 
exact definitions of the terms employed in reaſoning, and make 
theſe definitions, not the mere ſound of words, the object of 5 
future ſerutiny and examination But if we conſider. the mat- 
ter more narrowly, we ſhall be apt to draw a quite oppoſite 
concluſion. From that circumſtance alone, that a controverſy | 
bas been long kept on foot, and remains ſtill undecided, we 
may preſume, chat there is ſome ambiguity 1 in the expreſſion, 
and that the -diſputants affix different ideas to the terms em- 
pPloyed in the controverſy, For as the faculties of the ſoul 
are ſuppoſed to be naturally alike in every individual; other- 
wiſe nothing could be more fruitleſs than to reaſon or diſpute 
together; it were impoſſible, if men affix the ſame ideas to 
their terms, that they could ſo long form different opinions of 
| the lame ſubje&; eſpecially when they communicate their 
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views, ai each party turn — on all ſides, in 
of arguments, which may give them the victe 


tions, which lie entirely beyond the reach of human 


ſuch as choſe concerning the origin ales or the 3 | 
of the intellectual ſyſtem or region ſpirits, they may long | 
beat the air in their fruitleſs conteſts, and never arrive at any 


determinate concluſion. But if the queſtion regard any ſub- 


biguous expreſſions, which hold the antagoniſts {full at a diſ- 


| n and hinder them from grappling 1 with each other. J 
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This has hee 


5 the 5 in the long diſputed ee concern 


ing liberty and neceſſity; . and to ſo remarkable a degree, that, 
if I be not much miſtaken, we ſhall find, that all mankind, 


g both learned and ignorant, have been always of the ſame 
1 opinion with regard to that ſubject, and that a few intelligible 


definitions would immediately have put an end to the whole 


: controverſy. T own, that this difpute' has been ſo much can- 
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vaſſed, on all hands, and has led Philoſophers: into ſuch a laby- 


rinth of obſcure ſophiſtry, that tis no wonder if a ſenſible 


reader indulge his eaſe ſo far as to turn à deaf ear to the pro- 


poſal 6f ſuch a queſtion, from which he can expect neither in- 
ſtruction nor entertainment. But the ſtate of the argument 
- here, (propoſe may, perhaps, ſerve to renew his attention; as 


it has more novelty, - promiſes at leaſt ſome deciſion of the con- 


a troverſy, and will not much diſturb his 8 af 152 intricate | 
or obſcure reaſoning. | 8 


5 & "vey therefore, to het it appear, hows all men | have 


N ever e in the doctrines both of of neceſſity and of Ps 


accordin g 


antagoniſts. Tis true, if men attempt the Ailcuflon bf wel 5 


| jet. of common life. and experience; 4 nothing, one would g 
think, could keep the diſpute ſo long undecided, but ſome am- 
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g to: able ſeaſe; which/can be put on theſe | 
e cont overly. has hitherto: turned 


ere on ds. We e begin with zxamining the doc 


110 RE pn That : 9 in a its bat 1 
: is actuated by a neceſſary force, and that every natural effect 
9 is ſo precitely determined by the energy of its cauſe, that | no 
2 other effect, in ſuch particular circumſtances, could poſſibly 
have reſulted from the operation of that cauſe. The degree 
andd direction of every motion is, by the laws of nature, pre- 
ſeribed with ſuch exactneſs, that a living creature. may as ſoon 
ariſe from the ſhock of two bodies, as motion in any other de- 
| gree or direction, than what is actually produced by it. Would 
we, therefore, form a juſt and preciſe idea of neceſſity,” we muſt 
conſider, whence that woo _— wha. we PPT it to the _— 
ratibn of | bodies. 5 17 0 
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4 1 0 1 * if fall FO ſemen 15 nature were ſhifted | 
continually i in ſuch a manner, that no two events bore any re- 
ſemblance. to each other, but every object was entirely new, with= 
out any ſimilitude to whatever had been ſeen before, we ſhould 
never, in that caſe, have attained the leaſt idea of neceſſity, or | 
of a connection among theſe objects. We might ſay, upon 
ſuch a {up oſition, chat one object or event has followed an- 
other; not that one was produced by the other. The relation 
3 2 cauſe. and effect muſt be utterly. u known - to. mankind. 
Inference and reaſoning concerning the operations of nature 
md from. that moment, be at an end; and the memory 
and ſenſes remain the only canals, by which the knowlege of 
any real exiſtence could poſſibly have acceſs to the mind. 
on idea, therefore, of neceſſity and cauſation ariſes-entirely- 
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gree of aſſurance. In all caſes, we muſt balance the oppoſite 


mtaber from the greater, in order to know tlie exact force of 
dhe ſuperior evidence. 124 K | ; 2 it ut 7 T . * Af 194 MY ] 
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47 00 app theſe, Principles to a. partie lar Ny we may 
jr Bens that there is no ſpecies of realoning more, common, 
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more uſeful and even necefff to human life, than at de- 
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one may deny to be founded on the relation of cauſe ar nd effedt. 


the future exiſtence of that event. In! other caſes, he prb- 5 


and heſitation; and when at laſt he fixes. his judgment, the 
evidence exceeds not what we properly! call probability. M7 All | 


„ß ns 8 5 kundred inſtances or experiments c on one ſide, 


Cent; tough an Hundred uniform experiments, witll only 
edperiments, here they are oppoſite, and detluct the ſmaller | 
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ach that our aſſurance 3 in any argument of this kind is = 
rived from no other principle than our "obſervation of the ve» 
racity of human teſtimony, and of the uſual conformity = | 
facts to the reports of witneſſes. It being A general maxim, 
that no objects have any diſcoverable connexion together, 192 
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that all the inferences, which we can draw from one to An- | 
other, are founded merely on our experience of their conſtant 
and regular conjunction; 'tis evident, that we ought. not to 


make an exception to this maxim in favour of human teſti- 
mony, whoſe connexien with any events ſeems, 1 in itſelf, as 
little neceſſary as any other. Were not the memory tenacious 
to à certain degree; had not men commonly an inelination to 
truth and a principle of probity; were they not ſenſible. to 
ſhame, when detected in a falſehood: Were not theſe, L fay, diſ⸗ 
covered by experience to be qualities, inherent i in human nature, 
we ſhould never repoſe the leaſt confidence in human teſtin el 
A man delirious, or noted for falſchood and vall ws: has no 

manner of authority with us. 
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And as the evidence, derived from witneſſes and W 
teſtimony, is founded on paſt experience, ſo it varies with the 
experience, and is regarded either as a prof or a probability, , 
according as the conjunction between any particular kind of 5 
report a and any kind of objects, has been found to be conſtant 2 
or variable. : There are a number of circumſtances | to; be 
taken into conſideration in all judgments of this kind; and e 
ultimate ſtandard, by which we determine all diſputes, that 
may ariſe concerning them, is always derived from experience 
and obſervation. Where this experience 18 not entirely uni 4 
form, on any fide, * tis attended with an unavoidable Fol | 
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riety, in our a n _ with the fame oppoſition, 
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ung We frequent! ly hefitate concerning the reports of 
ot We balance the oppoſite Ercumiſtances, which caut e 
any e or uncertainty; and when we diſcover a ſuperiority. 


on any nde, we incline to Je. but ſtill with a diminution of 
alfurance, in Proportion to the force of its antagoniſt, | of 
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This contrariety of evidence, in the preſent caſe, may Fi 
derived from ſeveral different cauſes ; from the oppoſition of 
contrary teſtimony 3 from the:chara | r or number of the wit 


neſſes; from the manner of their delivering their teſtimony; 
4 from the union of all theſe eircumſtances. We entertain à 


8989 


n concerning any matter of fact, when the witneſſes 
covinidline each other; when they are but few, or of u Went 
cious character; When they have an intereſt in what they 
affirm; when they deliver their teſtimony with doubt and 
heſitation, or on the contrary, with too violent aſſeverations. 
There are many other particulars of the ſame kind, which 
may diminiſh or deſtroy the force of any Keguijont, detived [ 
_ from human teſtimony, _ hy 
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"Supp ole, for inſtance, tha! the fact, wit the nity $ 
d to eſtabliſh, partakes of the extraordin nary and the U 
märvellbus; ; in that caſe, the evidence, reſulting from the , 
teſtimony, admits of a diminution, greater or leſs, in pro- f 

portion as the fact is more or lefs unufual. The reaſon, why 
we place any credit in witnelles and hiſtorians is not from an | 
ohnexion; which we pereeive 2 priori, between teſlimony and 
1 but becauſe we are accuſtomed to find a conformity | 


between them. Bot when the fact atteſted 18 ſuch ; a one as has 
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e [order to-inereaſe the probability: againſt the teſtimony 
of witneſſes, let us ſuppoſe that the fact, Which they ffir, 
inſtead of being only marvellous, is really miraculous; and 
UPP®O fe valfog-that-'the teſtimony, conſidered apart, and in 
itſelf, amounts to an entire proof; in that caſe there is prbof 
. proof, of which the ſtrongeſt muſt prevail, but: ſhalt 
with a pmol 1 is nen in proportic ee of its 
. Dee en n TART en de 
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A miracle is a violation of the they of nature; ; and as a a: 


firm and unalterable experience has eſtabliſhed theſe laws, the 


proof againft a miracle, from the very nature of the fact, is 


as entire as any argument from experience can poſſibly be ĩima- 
gined. Why is it more than probable, that all men muſt die; 
that lead cannot, of itfelf, remain ſuſpended in the air; that 
fire conſumes wood, and is extinguiſhed by water; unleſs f it be, 


that theſe events are found agreeable to the laws of nature, 


and there is required a. violation of theſe laws, or in other 5 


words, a miracle to prevent them ? N lothing is eſteemed * 
miracle if it ever happen in the common courſe of nature. 


Tis no miracle that a man in ſeeming good. health ſhould die | 
on a ſudden; 4 becauſe ſuch a kind of. death, though more | 


unuſual than any other, has yet been frequently obferved to 


en einen 


We'd cold upon water are not tat en to: the * of cold; but en 


it comes to the freezing point, the water paſſes, in a moment, from the utmoſt liqui- | 


_ dity to perfect hardneſs. Such an event, therefore, may be denominated: extraordinary, 


and . a pretty firong teſtimony, to render it credible to people in a warm eli- 
mate: But ſtill it is not miraculous, nor contrary to uniform experience of the courſe 


of nature in caſes where all the circumſtances are the ſame. The inhabitants of Suv- 
 MATRA have always ſeen water fluid in their own elimate, and the froezing of their 


rivers ought to be deemed a prodigy: But they never ſaw water in Muscovy dur- 


ing the winter; and therefore they cannot _— be poſitive! what would there 5 
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8 „ But tis a miracle, chat a dead man ſhould come to 

net eeauſs nt hes ever Yori! obſerved, in o 280 or 

7. ry There” muſt, therefore; be an utlif rm exp T1 nce 

againſt every miraculqus event, otherwiſe the event wat not 
merit that appellation, And as an uniform experience amounts 


Mer 


to a proof, there is here a direct and full proof, from'the nature 
of the fact, againſt the exiſtence of any miracle; nor can ſuch 
a proof be deſtroyed, or the miracle rendered credible, but by 
an nk RH W which 1 18 e . 


. "The plain etl MAE is (and tis a pike o maxim «wh 

: of our attention) © that no teſtimony is ſufficient to eſtabliſh, 
* miracle, unleſs the teſtimony be of ſuch a kind, that its 
cc « fal ſhood would be more miraculous, than the fact, which 
it endeayours to eſtabliſh: And even in og ale there 3 88 
« mutual deſtruction of arguments, and the ſuperior 
« us. an aſſurance fuitable to. that degree of be, which LOS 


„Sometimes an event may not, in %% ful dd be contrary to the fawn” of nature, 
* yet, if it were real, it might, by reaſon of ſome circumſtance „ be denominated e. 
5 a miracle; ; becauſe, in ad, it is contrary to theſe laws: Thus, if a perſon, claim. 
ing a divine authority, ſhould command a fick perſon to be well, a healthful man to... 
fall down dead, the Conde to pour rain, the winds to blow, i in ſhort, ſhould order 
many natural events, which immediately follow upon his command; theſe might5uftly* 
be eſteemed miracles, becauſe they are really, in this caſe, contrary to the laws 1 
nature. For if any ſuſpicion remain, chat the event and command concarred by ac-. 
cident, there is no miracle. and no tranſgreſſion of the laws of nature. If ds fuſes” 155 
cion be removed, there is evidently. a miracle, and a tranſgreſſion of theſe la; 
becauſe nothing can be more contrary to nature than that che voice or command of a 5 
man ſhould: have! ſuch an influence, A miracle may be accurately defined, a iranf.. 
greſſion of eee rd ines wolitioniof tbe Deity, or by the ihterpofition' of © 
eme inviſibſe agent. A miracle may either be diſcoverable by men. or not. This alters 
not its nature and eſſence. The raiſing of a houſe or ſhip into the air is a viſible mi- 
racle. The raiſing of a feather, when the wind wants ever ſo little of a force requi- 
ſite for that purpoſe, se e e not ſo ſenſible. with regard to us. 5 
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C meint, "aficb deducting, the inferior. When any one tells 

mt, that he law a dead man reſtored to life, I immediately 
conſider with myſelf, whether it be more probable, that this 
perſon. ſhould either deceive or be deceived, or. that the fact 


which, ne relates, ſhould really have happened. I weigh the 
one miracle againſt the other, and according to the ſuperiority, 


which. I "Uifcover, I pronounce my deciſion, and always reject 
the greater miracle. "IC the falſhood of his teſtimony would 
be more miraculous, than tlie event "which. he relates ; : then, 
and not bd then, can he Pretent to command my 11 y belief or . 
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3 | In * foregoing reaſoning we kave Lupyotes; that the tefti- 
A monyy/ upon which a miracle is founded,” may poſſibly amount 
3 to an entire proof, and that the falſhood of that teſtimony 
would be a kind of prodigy: But tis eafy to ſhew, that 
we have been a great deal too liberal i in our conceſſions, and 
that there never Was a miraculous event  cſtabliſhed o on ſo full | 
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an evidence. ene, 
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% an 1s not to be : found, in all hiſtory, any 4 - 
racle atteſted by a ſuſhcient number of men, of fuch uriqueſ- £ 
tioned good” ſenſe,” ——— And War as to ſecure us. 7 
againſt. all deluſion in themſelves; of ſuch undoubted inte- 

grity, as. to place them beyond all ſufpicior of any deſign to 4 
deceive others; of fuch credit and reputation! in the eyes c of man- 2 
kind, a8 to have a great deal to loſe 1 in caſe of being detected : 
in any  alſhood,; i'r and. at the ſame time atteſting: facts, per- 
formed in ſuch a N manner, and in ſo celebrated a part mal 
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ee We may ihe, in "hh nature A principle, 
FRY if ſtrictly examined, will be found to diminiſh ex- 
tremely the aſſurance which we might have, from human teſ- 
timony, in any kind of prodigy. The maxim, by Which we 
commonly conduct ourſelves in our, reaſonings, is, that the ob- 
jects of which we have no experience, reſemble thoſe, of which 
we have; that what we have found to be moſt uſual is always | 
moſt probable; and that where there is an oppoſition of argu- 
ments, we ought to give the preference to ſuch of them as are 
founded on the greateſt number of paſt obſervations. But 
though in proceeding by this rule, we readily reject any fact 
that is unuſual and incredible 1 in any ordinary degree; yet in 
adyancing. farther, the mind obſerves not always the ſame rule; ; 
but when any thing is affirmed utterly abſurd and miraculous. 
it rather the more readily admits ſuch a fact, upon account of 
that very circumſtance which ought to deſtroy all its authority. 
The paſſion of furprize and wonder, ariſing from miracles, be- 
ing an agreeable emotion, gives a ſenſible tendency towards 
the belief of thoſe events from which it is derived. And this 
goes ſo far, that even thoſe hb cannot enjoy this bene a. 
1 maediately, nor can believe thoſe miraculous events, of * 
they are informed, yet love to partake of the nta at 5 
ſecond-hand, or by rebound, and 2 a — * delight in 
era the admiration of others; + e grit ee r Ren 


With what greedinef are the miraculous accounts of wravel- 
lers received, their deſcriptions | of fea, and and: "monſters, 
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if a civilized people has ever given admiſfion to oy, of chem, 
that people will be found to have received them from ignorant 
and barbarous anceſtors, who tranſmitted them with that invi- 
n and authority which always attend receivei op 
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laid in a city renowned for arts and knowlege. N The moſt 1 1gn0- 


rant and barbarous of theſe barbarians carry the report abroad, 
None of their countrymen. have large enough correſpondence, 
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theſe religions (and all of chem abound in miracles) as its 


direct ſcope is to eſtabliſh the particular ſyſtem to Which it is | 


attributed; ſo has it the ſame force, though more e indirectly, 
to overthrow every other ſyſtem. In 


File Was "eſtabliſkied/7"f6 that all the prodigies of different 
relig gions are to he re garded as contrary facts, and tlie evidences 
af theſe prodigies, Whether 


: believe" a miracle of bee OME 1 or any of his fucceſſors; 


Li 164 $6.the +: £29: Weib s 
5007 ſhow _ 1 be objected, that I proceed raſhly, and form my 5 905 


5 * 


5 
of ALEX BXANDER merely from the account given of him by Luctav, a ; profeſſed ene: 


my. ft were, indeed; to be wiſhed; chat ſome of the accounts publithed by his fol- 
15ers and -accomplices! had remained. The oppoſition and, contraſt between the- . 


eharager and conduct of the ſame man, as drawn, by a friend c or an enemy, is as ſtrong, 4 
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found by their zealous devotion, to Fog | hy e of. eh 
„the miracle. Here the relater was alſo mee to the 
ſuppoſed prodigy; of an incredulous and libertine d aracter, a: 
| well as of great genius, the miracle of ſo ſingulan Alnature a 
oc fearce rayon of a counterfeit, and the witneſſes, very 
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relates the ſtory, ſeems not to give any credit to it, and conſe- 
quently cannot be ſuſpected of any concurrence in the r 
fraud. He conſidered, juſtly, that it, Was not requiſite, ..in 
order to reject a fact of this nature, to be able accurately t to 
diſprove the. teſtimony, and to trace its falſhood, through all 
the circumſtances of knavery and credulity which, produced it. 
le knew that as this was hows non altogether impoſſible at 
any. {mall diſtance of time and Place; ; To was it Extremely difh- 
cult, even where one Was immediately. preſent, by reaſon of 
the bigotry, ignorance, cunning and roguery of a great part 
of mankind. He therefore” concluded, like a juſt reaſ ner, 
that ſuch an evidence carried falſhood 1 upon the very face of i * 
and that a miracle ſuppoi ed by any human teſtimony, Was 
more . a 3 me derifion than of rene ee 
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__ giving an account of many of theſe miracles,” and accompanied with prefatory diſ- 
courſes; which are very well wrote. There runs, however, through the whole of 


| _ theſe a ridiculous compariſon between the miracles of our Saviour and thoſe of the 


Abbé; wherein 'tis aſſerted, that the evidence for the latter is equal to chat ſor the 
former: As if the teſtimony of men could ever be put in the balance with that of 
God himſelf, who condufted the pen of the inſpired. writers. If theſe writers, in- 
deed, were to be conſidered merely as human teſtimony, che Fx EN HH author is very 
moderate in his compariſon; 3 ſince he might, with ſome appearance of reaſon, pre- 
tend, that the Jaws! ats x y miracles much ſurpaſs the others in evidence and authority. 
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T WAS lately engaged in corverſation with a friend Wie 
1 loves ſceptical papadoxes; ; where, though he advanced. 
many principles, of which I can by no means approve, yet As: 
they ſeem to be curious, and to bear ſome relation to the chain 
of reaſoning carried on through this « enquiry, 1 ſhall Here t copy © 
them from my memory 2 as accurately as I can, i in norder to fubmit 
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them to the judgment « of the reader. e e 
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Our converſation began with my admiring the Sealer good 


fortune of philoſophy, which, as it requires intire liberty, 
above all other privileges, and flouriſhes. chiefly from the free 
oppoſition of ſentiments and argumentation, received its firſt 
birth in an age and © of freedom and toleration, and 
was never cramped, even in its moſt extravagant principles, 
by any creeds, confeſſions, or penal ſtatutes. / For except the 
baniſhment of PROTAGORAs, and the death of SOCRATES. 
which laſt event proceeded partly from other "motives; there 
are ſcarce any inſtances to be met with, in antient hiſtory, of 
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this bigotted jealouſy, with which the preſent age is ſo much 
infeſted, EpicuRus hved at ATHENS to an advanced age, in 


peace 
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| ee and Seel Eri CURBANS * were even admitted | 


in the moſt fiend rites of the eſtabliſhed ibn: And the 
public encouragement T of — and ſalaries was afforded 


cequally by the wiſeſt of n 21 ai to the 
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philoſophy, 18 really her offspring, Who, after all ing with 
ſuperſtition, ſeparates himſelf intirely from the alerts off his 


parent, and becomes her moſt inveterate enemy and perſecutor. 
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the: early ages of the world; when mankind; being wholly 
lite rate, 10. 
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tales as were the objects of traditional belief, more than of 
gument or diſputation. After the firſt alarm, therefore v 
over, which aroſe from the new Para and principles of 
the philoſophers; theſe teachers ſeem ever after; during the 
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Ford 4 reaſon that it ex- 
gned for any effect, be not 


| taſkcient 0 wares abode either reject that cauſe, or add 


to it ſueh qualities as will give it a juſt proportion to the effect. 
But if e aſcribe to it farther qualities, or affirm it capable of 
Producing; other effects, we can only indulge the licence of 


ies without reaſon or a 
e e e e e FED 197 5 51 
810 matter, or a rational intelligent being, If the cauſe 
be known only by. the effect, we never ought to aſſign to it any 
adhalities, beyond what are preciſely requiſite to produce the 
effect: Nor can we, by any rules of Juſt reaſoning,” return 
back from the cauſe, and infer other "effec s from it, beyond 
thoſe by which. alone it is known to us. No one, merely 


from the ſight of one of LRUxI 8˙8 pictures, 'conld know, 
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that he was alſo a ſtatuary or architect, and was an artiſt no 
leſs ela in Kone and marble than if Colours. The talents 


irtictilar W rk before us; theſe we 
may Likely conclude the workman to be Fame OE. The cauſe 
mut be proportioned to tlie effect; and if we etactly and 
preciſely proportion it, we ſhall never Hnd in it Atty qualities 
chat point further or afford am inferenee eoncerfing! any 
other deſign or performance. Sucht qualities muſt be ſomewhat 
beyond what is merely requiſite to produce the effect which we: 
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80 far as the traces of any attributes, at /preſent,, 
appears. fo far may we conclude theſe attributes to exiſt. . The. 
ſuppoſition of farther, attributes is mere hypotheſis, N diu h 
mare, the ſuppoſition, t that, in diſtant periods of place and 
time, there has been, or will be, a more magnificent diſplay. 
of theſe attributes, and a ſcheme of adminiſtration. more ſuitable © N 
to ſuch i imaginary virtues. We can never be allowed to moun 
up from the univerſe, the effect, to JurirEx, the cauſe; and 
then deſcend downwards, to infer any new effect from that 
cauſe; as if the preſent effects alone were not intirely worthy 
of the glorious attributes which we aſcribe to that deity. : a | he 
knowlege of the cauſe being derived ſolely 1 from the effect, th A 
muſt be exactly adjuſted to each other, and the one can never 
refer to any thing farther, or be the foundation of a i y n 
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propricty⸗ add N Pirs Mis fed. in order to zender it | 
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Where, then, we odivufheſs” of that dockkite, hich 1 

| teach in in my ſchool, or rather, which I «amine in my gartltns? 
Or what do y Aud in tie Whole queſtion, wherein the ſecti⸗ 

ity of good «roy or the e peace and order of boeiety in the 
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1 deny a providence, you. ſays and ſupreme; governps.of the 
world, who guides the courſe of events, and puniſhes the i- 
cious wih infamy and diſappointment, and rewards the virtu- 
- ous with honour and ſucceſs, in all their undertakings. | But 
ſurely, I deny not the courſe itſelf of events which lies open to 
every one's inquiry and examination. 51. acknowlege, that, in 
the preſent order of things, virtue is attenc ed witti more peace 
of mind than vice; and meets with a more favourable recep- 
tion from the world. I am ſenſible, that, according to The 
paſt experience of mankind, friendſhip / 18 the chief joy of 
human life, and moderation the only ſource of tranquillity and 
happineſs. I never balance between the virtuous and the 
vicious courſe of life; but am ſenſible that, to a well diſpoſed 
mind, every advantage is on the ſide of the former. And 
what can you ſay more, allowing all your, ſuppoſitions and 
reaſonings? | Vou tell me, indeed, that this diſpoſition of 
things proceeds from intelligence and deſign. But whatever it 
proceeds from, the diſpoſition: atſelf, on which depends our 
happineſs or. miſery; and conſequently our conduct and deport- 8 
ment im life, is ſtill the ſame. Tis ſtill open for me, as well 
as you to regulate my behaviour, by my experience of paſt 
events. _ if Ow affirm, khat, whale a: Kann providence | 
£5. et et end} * 4 E JF e 
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SRP & expect ſolle more partici reward ef tlie goods 
My puniſhment of the bad, beyond the erdihary courſe of 


events;.,there. find the ame fallacy, W wh hich £ have b fore 
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endeavoured. in deted. , You perſiſt in ümagining, that, if we 
grant chat, dixine exiſtence, for which, you ſo carneflly contend... 
you ma ſafely infer conſequences; from, it, ang a add ſomething 
to the experienced order of nature, by arguing from the attri- 3 
utes, which you aſczibe to your gods; Tou ſeem not of re- 
member hat all your reaſonings on this ſubject can only be 
drawn from effects, to cauſes ʒ and that exery argument, deduced 
from cauſes; to, effeQs, mult of neceſſity; he a/; groſs ſophiſm+ 
ſinee it is impoſſible for you to know any thing of the cauſe; 
but what you have, OT not inferred, but diſcovered | 


to o the fall, in che effect HIT O Slug pirgmad. Leude 
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Y But wh muſt a philoſopher judge of, thoſe. yain reaſoners, 
who, inſtead. of regarding. the preſent. ſcene of things - as the 

ſole object of their, contemplation, ſo far reverſe dhe whole 
courſe of nature, as to render this, life merely. a, paſlage to 
ſomething farther; a poreh, Which leads to a; greater, and 
vaſtly differ ent building; a prologue, which ſeryes only 0 in- 

troduce the piece, and give it, more grace and Pro priety ? 5 
Whence, do, you think, can ſuch Philoſophers derive their idea 
of the gods? From their own conceit and imagination ſurely. 

: For. if they derived it from the preſent. Phænomena, it would 
never point to any thing, farther,. but muſt be exactly ale 
to them. That, the divinity may Bib bly, poſſeſs fa JU 8, 
which , we have never ſeen exerted ; % may be governed | by Prin- 
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. ciples of action, which. we cannot diſcover to, be e ſatisfied: All 


this will mats be allowed. . But; fil this 18 mere Poſſibility : and 
| ; hypotheſis. 
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af you àtifwer is "the" iimlative, T'conchide,/that,>finee faliee 
kate exetts itlelf, it 18 Latixfied. "ORR you reply in the-tlegative, 
| eon nelude, that You ha 1A no reaſon to aſtłibe Juftice;"ih 
"our ſenſe of it, to the gs wr I you hold a medium between 
affirmation! and negation, by ſaying,” chat th&@Juftice of the 
"gods," t preſeiit;” exerts Itſelf in part, bit! not itt äts füll ew. = 
et; rügen, war you” have no reaſon ts give it any Parti- 0 
* cular extent, but WE To fir 4s W ſee i at" preſent; exert 
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Thus I bring the diſpute, O ATHENTANS, to ai Hort ile 
with my antagoniſts. 5 courſe of nature lies open to my 
"contemplation 3s well as 10 theirs! "The experienced train of 
ets % is the g great Tardard by Which we all regulate our con- 

"Ri "Nothin 55 elle can be appealed to in the field; or in the 
befke. Nothing elle ought ever to be heardtef in the ſchool, 
or in Weber. In vii Would Eür limited? underſtandings 
Het trough thoſe boundaries, wich are too narrow for our 
fond in matzinations. W!fle we argue from tlie eburſe of nature, 
RP particul ; "intelligent cauſe, which firſt eſtabliſhed, 
480 full p reſerves" order in the univerſe, we embrace a principle 
Net ca Nee ufclefs. Tis uncertain; becauſe = 
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| 7 mY 408, 15 tu, HN le VIS Ariete 
lobſerve (ſays I. Hnding he had Eied bis harangue) that 
you neglect not the artifice of the demagogues of eld; and 
you was pleaſed to make me ſtand for the people, you inſinuate 
yourlelf into my favour by embracing thoſe principles, to 
which, u know, have always expreſſed a particular attach- 
ment. But allowing you to make experience (as indeed 1 
think you ought) the only ſtandard of our judgment concern- 
ing chis, and all other queſtions of fact; I doubt not but, from 
the very ſame experience, to Which you appeal, it may be : 
poſſible to refute. this reaſoning, which you have put into the 
mouth of EPIC VRUS. If you ſaw, for inſtance, a half-finiſhed 
building ſurrounded with heaps of brick and. ſtone and mortar, 
and all the inſtruments of maſonry; could you not inſer from 
the effect, that it was, a work of deſign and contrivance? 
| And could you not return again from this inferred cauſe, to 
infer new additions to the effect, and conclude, that the buil 4— 
ing would ſoon be finiſhed, and receive all the farther a improve- 
ments, which, art could beltow. upon it? If you ſaw upon the 
ſea-ſhore the print of one human foot, vou would conolude, 
that a man had paſſed, that way, and that he had alſo-left;the 
traces of the other foot, though. effaced by the rolling of the 
ſands or inundation of the waters. Why then do you refuſe to 
admit the fame method of reaſoning with regard to the order 
of nature? Conſider the world and the preſent life only as an 
imperfect building, from which you can infer a ſuperior intel. 
ligence; and arguing from that ſuperior intelligence, Which 
can leave nothing imperfect, why. may you not infer a more 
finiſhed, RR or Ps which will og its eee in 
| Te : tO] 1G RESTO ſome 
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ſome diſtant period of ſpace Mace or time? Are 1264 theſe m me ethode 
of reaſoning; exactly parallel? And under what pretence can 
ou embrace the one, While you reject the other 1 


The infinite difference of the ſubjects, replied be, 1 18 4 uff 
cient foundation for this difference in my concluſions. In 
works of human art and contrivance, tis allowable to advance 
from the effect to the cauſe, and returning back from the cauſe, 
to form new inferences concerning the effect, and examine the 
alterations which it has probably undergone, or may ſtill 
undergo. But What is the foundation of this method of rea- 
ſoning? Plainly this; that man is a being, whom we know 
by experience, whoſe motives and deſigns we are acquainted 
with, and whoſe projects and inclinations have a certain con 
nexion and coherence, according to the laws which nature has 
eſtabliſhed for the government of ſuch 'a creature. | When, | 
therefore: we find, that any work has proceeded from the kill 
and induſtry of man; as we are otherwiſe acquainted with the 
nature of the animal, we can draw a hundred inferences eon- 
cerning What may be expected from him; and theſe infe- 
rences will all be founded in experience and obſer vation. But 
did we know man only from the ſingle work or production 
which We exrmine, it were impoſſible. for us to argue in this 
manner; becauſe our knowlege of all the qualities, 4 "which we 
aſeribe to him, being in that caſe derived from the productio 
tis impoſſible they could point to any thing farther, or be the 
foundation of any new inference. The print of a foot in the 
ſand can only prove, When conſidered alone, that there wWwas 
ſome ſigure adapted to it, by which it was produced: But the 
print of a human foot proves likewiſe; from our other ex pe- 
rience, that there was probably another foot, whieh alſo left 
its ampreſhon, though effaced by: time or other accidents. 
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1 We 8 in this * a by dred other experie 
obſervations, concerning the uſual figure and m m 8 0 
ſpecies of animal, without which this methoc of * e 

| muſt be conſidered as  fallacious and io phiſtical, neg: 4 Win. 
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: 5 nature. The Deity is known to us only by his productions, 
and is a ſingle being in the univerſe, not comprehended under 
any ſpecies or genus, from whoſe experienced ane or 
qualities, we can, by analogy, i lity 
inhim. As the 


Per uch to —_— elfe "which. we examine. i But 
farther attributes or farther degrees of the ſame attributes, e 
can never be authoriſed to infer or ſuppoſe, by any rules of 
Juſt reaſoning. Now without ſome ſuch licence of ſuppoſition, 
tis impoſſible for us to argue from the cauſe, or infer any 
alteration in che effect, beyond what has immediately fallen 
under our obſervation. Greater good produced by this Bein 

muſt ſtill prove à greater degree of goodneſs: A more impar- 
tial diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments muſt proceed fro: 
a ſuperior regard to juſtice and equity. Every ſuppoſed addi- 
tion to the works of nature makes an addition to the 1 abutes 
of the 7 \uthor | of 1 nature; and conſequently; „ being intirel. 
unſupported by any reaſon or argument, can never wer mitte. 
but as mere co en and e ee 


In general, it may, I think, be eſtabliſhed as a maxim, that where any Sante! 1s 
known only by its particular effects, it muſt be impoſſible to infer any new effects from 
Mat cauſe; ſince the qualities, which are requiſite to produce theſe new effects along 
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| Reer * * conjecture, e. we « indulge is, that we 
der ourſelves, as in the place of the Supreme Beiny 


and of che 


clue e, thaths will, on every occafion, obſerve the 4 


* which we ourſelves, in his ſituation, would have 
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P! inciples and maxims very differen 
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4 with the "NY 55 cha 4 different, 0 or r-ſuperior, or of more labs operation, 


chan thoſe which ſimply produced the effect, whence alone the cauſe i 1s ſuppoſed to 
1 of the exiſtence 5 


| to us. We can never, therefore, have any reaſon to ſup 
e qualities. To ſay that the new effects proceed only from a continuation of 
the ſame — which. i is already known from the firſt effects, will not remove the 

difficulty, For even granting this to be the caſe, (which can ſeldom be ſuppoſed) the 
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IN ike energy in a different · period of ſpace and time 

a very arbiti ofition, and what there cannot poſſibly be any traces of in the 
F- Keds, Sm, which all our knowlege o the cauſe i 13 originally derived, Let the / in- 
ferred Cauſe be exactly proportioned (as it ſhould be) to the known effect; and” tis 
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cane je of qonduct and behaviour different from 
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But there occurs toi, me-(continued I), with: regard to ydur 
main topic, a difficulty: which il Hall juſt propſe o you, with⸗ 
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deęligate a nature, Ing word,, Iumuch doubt. Wbethernit be 
Doſſible for a cauſe to he xnqyyn only. by us effec (as:youo have: 
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fact, n be the object of reaſoning and enquiry s. «1, 
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tion, by the original ſtructure of our organs, and are 


thence denominated GooD; as others, from their immediate 


diſagreeable ſenſation, acquire the appellation of EvII. Thus 


moderate warmth is agreeable and good; exceſſive heat painful 
and evil. nat 5 5 5 


Some objects again, by being naturally conformable 


trary to paſſion, excite an agreeable or painful ſenſation; and 
are thence called Good or Evil. The puniſhment of an 
ſary, by gratifying revenge, is good; the fickneſs of a com- 
_ "mp apes nn is evil. 
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Ae el is certa in or very probable, it | produces Jor: 


me ſituation, 
S0kKOW: N 


When either f or evil 18 Ancertain, it any fs to FE A! R 


or Hors, WR to the 2 of unsertainty on one ſide 8 


ln Aritts W Wal file 4 Simply; WR n 
SION, © from evil. The Wi 


ſence of the good or abſence of the evil may be attained by any 
action of che mind or body. 8 


—— 


1 None of theſe pſi * to contain any thing curious 


or remarkable, except Hope and Fear, which, being derived 
from the — of any n or n are mixed — 


© Probability ariſes from an ; oppoſition of contrary j— Bn or 
5 cauſes, by which the mind 1s not allowed to fix on either ſide ; 
but 3 is inceſſantly toſſed from one to another, and in one mo- 
ment is determined to conſider an object as exiſtent, and in 


another moment as the contrary. The imagination or under- 
ing, call it which you- pleaſe, fluctuates between the 


: one fide than the other, it is impoſſible for it, by reaſon of 


the oppoſition of cauſes or hon, to reſt on either, The 


pro and con of the queſtion alternately prevail; and the mind, 
ſurveying the objects in their oppoſite cauſes, finds ſuch a con- 
trariety as utterly N all cory" or r eſtabliſhed opinion. 


F 83; 


e then, that the object, concerning ray we are 


doubtful, produce either deſire or averſion; ; it is evident, that, 


. II. * : wn 677 5 according 


$" GRIEF or 


L exerts it{elf, when either the pre- 
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ſite views; and though perhaps it may be oftener turned 
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3 DISSERTATION 


according as the mind turns itfelf to one ſide or the e i * 


muſt feel a momentary impreſſion of joy or ſorrow." An object, 
whoſe exiſtence we deſire, gives ſatisfaction, when we think 


of thoſe cauſes, which ee it; and for the ſume reaſon, 


excites grief or uneaſinefs from the oppoſite conſideration ! So 
that, as the underſtanding in probable queſtions, is divided 


between the contrary points of view, the ee 


fame manner be dirided bees WP emotions. 


"Mow, x we confider ky human wind. we mall Ge chat 
with regard to the paſſions, it is not like a wind, inſtrument of 


muſic, which, in running over all the notes, im media tely loſes 


the ſound when the breath ceaſes; but rather . a ſtring- 
inſtrument, where, aftex each ſtroke, the vibrations ſtill retain 
ſome ſound, which gradually and inſenſibly decays...., The, ima 


gination is extremely quick and agile; but the paſſions, 
compariſon, are flow and reſtive: For which reaſon, when 


any object is preſented, Which affords a variety of views, to 
the one and emotions to the other; though the fancy may 
change its views with great celerity; each ſtroke will not pro- 


| duce a clear and diſtinct note of paſſion, but the one paſſion 
will always be mixed and confounded with the other. Accord 
ing as the probability inclines to good or evil, the paſſion of 
grief or joy predominates 3 in the compoſition; and theſe paſſions 
| being intermingled by means of the contrary views of the 


e r Pe” by the | union the Rae of "ny or 
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4. As this theory ſeems'to carry its own a erideno A HE 
1 65 we ſhall be more conciſe i in our proofs,” 25 798 int 


w/ 


The 


6 


ON: THE: PASSIONS, ws 


- 'The/palſions of fear and hope may ariſe, when the chances | 
are equal on boch ſides, and no fuperiority can be diſcovered in 5 
one above the other. Nay, in this fituation the paſſions are 
rather the ſtrongeſt, as the mind has then the leaſt foundation 
to reſt upon, andi is toſt With the greateſt uncertainty. Throw 
in a ſuperior. degree of probability to the ſide of grief, you 
immediately fee. that paſſion diffuſe itſelf over the compoſition, 
and tincture it into fear. Encreaſe the probability, and by 
that means the grief; che fear prevails ſtill more and more, 
*till at laſt it runs inſenfibly, as the joy continually diminiſhes, 
inte pure grief. After you have brought 3 it to this ſituation, 

diminiſſi the grief, by a contrary operation to that, which en- 
ereaſed it, to wit, by diminiſhing the probability on the me- 
lancholy fide; and you will ſee the paſſion clear every moment, 
Hit changes inſenſibly into Rope; which again runs, by flow 
degrees, into joy, as you increaſe that part of che compofition, 
by che inereaſe of the probability. Are not theſe as plain 
| proofs, that the paſſions of fear and hope are mixtures of grief 
and joy, as in optics 1 it is a proof, that a coloured ray of the 
fun, paffing through a prifm, is a compoſition” of two others, 
when as you diminiſh or increaſe the quantity of either, uu 
find ĩt prevail enen more or leſs, in the compoſi! tion? 


10 Hi 511 ide. 41 

oK Probability 3 is of. two kinds ö either e the object! 18 
itſelf uncertain, and to be determined by chance; or when, 
though the object be already certain, Jet it 18 uncertain to our 
} judgment, which finds a number of proofs or preſumptions 
on each ſide of the queſtion. Both theſe kinds of probability 
cauſe fear and hope; which muſt proceed from that property, 
in Which they agree ; to wit, the uncertainty and fluctuation 
1 5 C c.2 . Which 


- 


Eo A sT Tien 
Which they Aden on che paſſion, Wade contruriery of views. 


4 which f 18 common to both. 4 | TOE 
| 6. 1t c e evil lac e 
: ; BE e beeauſe prohability, producing an inconſtantiand. 
= | waveringifuryey»of an object, occaſions natufally a like mix 
0 | ture and ugeeftainty of paſſion. - But we may obſerve; that, 
4 Wherever, from other cauſes, this mixture can be produced, 
[ the paſſions of fear and hope will ariſe, even though there be 
$ | ne Tt 2971951 10 5131 9: inis org Hf nor 
A A 
. | JT AHQITAOLT THOHRYUTD g ID! 1911 boa {TE} 31 Got 
= $1 | . n evil q e e barely Poſe ible, ſometimes produces 


= . fear; eſpecially if the ul 5 very great. A man cannot think 
4 of exceſſive pain and torture without trembling, if he runs 
. doe leaſt xiſque of ſuffering them. The. ſmallneſs of che pro- 
| | bability is compenſated by / the greatneſs of the evil. nog 
i _  —_ even impoſſ ible evi s caü ſe fear; "as when we tremble'on 

9 | the brink of a precipice, though. we know ourſelves to bei - 
1 ; 5 perfect ſecurity, and have it in our choice, whether We 9 

= - 


. 517. 106 1935 1 Tei 7 
N advance a lep farther, The immediate preſence of the v1 
bl ee influences the i imagination, and Produces a ſpecies of belief; but 
_ eig 
FR being oppoſed by the reflection on our ſecurity, that belief 1 18 
| | ; | POE <ST « $18 qo | 


immediately retracted, and cauſes the. ſame kind, of paſ fon, 


as when, from a contrariety of chances, contrary” paſſions are 
TY produced. | 


5 Fg 


Evils, which are certain, Have ſometimes the fate effect as 
the poſſible or impoſſible. A man, in a ſtrong priſon, without 
the leaſt means of eſcape, trembles at the thoughts of the 
rack, to which he is ſentenced; The evil is here fixed iff it- 
ſelf; but the mind has not Sg to fix upon it; and this 


fluctuation 
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\fuwation! gies ah c Pha cg ſimilar appearince 


with fear; SK 221 10e 110 flu: 200 eee 


0 TS Bur it is not labors oboe evil is uncertain as to its 


teeth ais. 0 its ind, tliat fear or hope ariſes. If 
any one dere told that one of hib ſons is ſuddenly killed ; the 


paſſion, occaſioned by this event would not ſettle into grief, 


till he got certain information which of his ſons he had loſt. 
Though. each ſide of the queſtion produces here the ſame paſ- 
ſion; that paſſion cannot ſettle, but receives from the imaàgin- 


ation, which is unfixed, a tremulous unſteady rags relem- 


ling cke mixture and ede Nen and jo 5 
Auf. 
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8. Thus all kinds of uncertainty 8 a ſtrong connexion 


paſſions, by: e eee cheyl preſent tous. 
g Should 1 . leave a friend in any 


5 153 


| anxiety upon his account, than if he were pray 3. though 


enen 


5 


erhap s I ; 70 not only incapable of giving bim alliſtance, | 
frei 4 1100 

Km fikewife © 0 F judging. concerning the exent of his ſickneſs. 
*F ere are a thouſand little, circumſtances | of his ſituation and 


10 2 


; condition, which 1 defire to know; and the knowlege of t them 


would prevent that fluctuation and uncertainty, ſo nearly allied 
wo TER "Horact has remarked this hznomena, . 
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115 virgin on her bridal - night goes in full of fears and 


apprehenſions, though ſhe expects nothing but pleaſure. The 


confuſion of wiſhes and) Joys, the newneſs and greatneſs of the 
unknown 


with fear, even though they do not cauſe ee 
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Ape ſo embarraſs the. mind, that it e not wn 
What image oF paſſion to, fix. xtlelt. 0 


9. Concerning the mixture of 2 diode; we may "remark, in 
a Fare that when contrary paſſions ariſe from objects no ywik 
connected together, they take place alternately. Thus * 
a man is afflicted for the loſs of a law-fuit, and joyful for the 
birth of a ſon, the mind, running from the agreeable to the 
calamitous object; with whatever celerity it may perform this | 


motion, can ſcarcely temper the one affection with the other, 
and remain between them in a ſtate of indifference. 
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It more e eaſily, attains that pew Bense when the /ame 
event 1s of a mixed nature, and contains ſomething adyerſe 
and ſomething proſperous i in its different circumſtances. For 
in that caſe, both the paſſions, mingling with each other by 
means of the. relation, often become mutually eee and 
leave the mind 3 in perfect epa WW 


ret! e 
* 


But ſuppoſe that the object 18 not a compound of good and 
evil, but is conſidered. as; probable, or improbal 
gree; in that caſe the contrary, paſſions WII, both of 5 
Preſent at once in the ſoul, and inſtead of balancing and tem- 
pering each other, will ſübſiſt together, and by their union, 
produce a third impreſſion or affection, muen as hope or "fear. | | 


The e of the relations of. RA (which we ſhall after- 
wards explain more fully) is plainly ſeen in this affair. In 
contrary paſſions, if the objects be totally diſterent, the paſſions 
are like two oppoſite liquors 1 in different bottles, which have 
no influence on each other. If the objects be intimately con- 


nected, the paſſions are like an alcal; and an acid, which, being 


7 | 5 mingled, 
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mingled, deſtroy each other. If the relation be more imper- 
fe, and conſiſts in the contradictory views of the ſame object, 
the paſſions are like oil and vinegar, which, however min gled, 8 
never perfectly unite. and! inegrrorate. e 5 


T1667 tn 


The effect of a mixture of paſſions, when one of them is 
predominant, and Fwallows 0 the other, en be ex] plained 7 
* terw . 4 f | , 
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* Brains tho paſſions above-mentioned, which ariſe. 
from a direct purſuit of good and averſion to evil, there are 
others which are of a more complicated nature, and imply | 
more than one view or conſideration... Thus Pride 18 à certain 
fatisfaQtion in ourſelves, on account of lone accompliſtiment nt or 
poſſeſſion, which we enjoy: Humility, on the other hand, is 
Aa diſſatisfaction. with e on account of fome defect or 


a — 2 4 
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Los or Rios is complacency in \ anther, on account 
4 his enn ee or ſervices: Hatred, 'the contrary. 
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2. In theſe two ſets of palin, hone is an obvious 8 
to be made between the object of the paſſion and its cav/e. The 
object of pride and humility 1 is felf : The cauſe of the paſſion 
is ſome excellence in the former caſe; ſome fault, in the latter. 

The object of love and hatred is ſome other - nt? 4 Te cauſes, 
- wh n Uke manner, are either excellencies or faults.” 5 


3 ; 
* 


1 "Yo 
Wich regard to | all theſe. paſſions, the . are what excite 
; the emotion ; the object is what the mind directs its view to 
when the emotion i 18 excited. Our merit, for inſtance, raiſes 


pride; 
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. A DISSERTATION 


pride; and it is eſſential to pride to turn our view on ourſelf 


| with complacency and ſatisfaction. 


1 FA 
Now as the cauſes of theſe paſſions. are very numerous and | 


various, though their object be uniform and ſimple; it may be 
a ſubject of curioſity to conſider, what that circumſtance. is, in 


which all theſe various cauſes agree ; or, 1n other words, what 


is the real, efficient cauſe of the paſſion. | We ſhall begin with 
: prog and humility. ad 


£2. In order to Alas the catifcs of F chaſe paſſions, we e muſt 
reflect on certain principles, which though they have a mighty 


influence on every operation, both of the underſtanding and 


paſſions, are not commonly much infiſted on by philoſophers. 


The firſt of theſe is the affocration of ideas, or that principle, 
by which we make an eaſy tranſition from one idea to another. 


However uncertain and changeable our thoughts may be, they 


are not entirely without rule and method in their changes. 


They uſually paſs with regularity, from one object, to what 
reſembles it, is contiguous to it, or produced by it“. When 


one idea is preſent to the imagination; any other, united by 


theſe relations, naturally follows it, and enters with more fa- 
cility, by means of that introduction. 


The ſecond property, which I ſhall obſerve f in the human 
mind, is a like affociation of impreſſions or emotions. All 
reſembling impreſſions are connected together; and no ſooner 
one ariſes, than the reſt naturally follow. Grief and diſap- 
pointment give riſe to anger, anger to envy, envy to malice, 
and malice to grief + ch in like manake, our FOI: when 


„ See Enquiry concerning 8 Vadertanding Sect. III. 


3 8 clevated 
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elevated with” joy, naturally throws itſelf 3 into 0 generoſity 
courage, pride, and other genere affections. : 


In the thir d place, it is ee of theſe two lod of 
aſſociation, that they very much aſſiſt and forward each other, 
| and that the tranſition is more eaſily made, where they both | 
concur in the ſame object. Thus, a man, who, by any injury” 
received from another, is very much diſcompoſed and ruffled 
in his temper, is apt to find an hundred ſubjects of hatred, 
diſcontent, impatience, fear, and other uneaſy paſſions; eſpe- 
cially if he can diſcover theſe ſubjects in or near the perſon, 
who was the object of his firſt emotion. Thoſe principles 
which forward the tranſition of ideas, here concur with thoſe 


| which operate on the paſſions ; and both, rang, in one _ 
beſtow on the mind a double e | 


— 


Upon this l I may cite a paifage from an . 
Writer, who expreſſes himſelf in the following manner *. 
« As the fancy delights in every thing, that is great, ſtrange, 
or beautiful, and is ſtill the more pleaſed the more it finds 
< of theſe perfections in the ſame object, ſo it is capable of re- 
* ceiving new ſatisfaction by the afliſtance of another ſenſe. 
„Thus, any continual ſound, as the muſic of birds, or a fall 
of waters, awakens every moment the mind of the behol- 
« der, and makes him more attentive. to the ſeveral beauties 
« of the place, that lie before him. Thus, if there ariſes a 
KL fragrancy of ſmells or perfumes, they heighten the pleaſure 
of the imagination, and make even the colours and verdure 
of the landſcape appear more agreeable ; for the ideas of both 
.* ſenſes recommend each ny. and are in own : 
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than where they enter the mind ſeparately : As the different 
© colours of a Picture, when they are well diſpoſed, ſet off 
one another, and receive an additional beauty from the 
«advantage of the ſituation.” In theſe phznomena, we may 
remark the aſſociation both of impreſſions and ideas; as well 


4s the mutual aſſiſtance theſe aſſociations lend to each other. 


. 1 ſeems to me, that both theſe ſpecies of relation kb 
place in producing Pride or W and are the _ Ei 
cauſes of the paſſion: 


With regard. to the firſt relation, that of ideas, there © can i be 
no queſtion. ; Whatever we are proud. of, muſt, in ſome man- 
ner, belong to us. It is always « our knowlege, our ſenſe, beauty, 
| poſſeſſions, family, on which we value ourſelves. Self, which 
18 the object of the paſſion, muſt {till be related to that quality 
reumſtance, which  cay/es the paſſion. There muſt be a 
connexion between them an eaſy tranſition of the imagination; 
or a facility of the conception in paſſing from one to the other. 
Where this connexion is wanting, no object can either excite 
pride! or humility; and the more you weaken the connexion, 
the more e the e <> nien en gas 


= The 9 ſubject of enquiry 18, 1 there be A Are 
relation of impreſſions or ſentiments, wherever pride or hu- 
mility is felt; whether the circumſtance, which cauſes the 
paſſion, produces antecedently a ſentiment ſimilar to the paſ-, 
ſion; and whether there be an eaſy transfuſion of che one 1910 
the other. 15 5 | 


The aun or e ie of a 16 3 3 3 nur; ity; 
painful, An agreeable ſenſation is, therefore, related to the 


2 { former; 3 


* : a 


former 3 a aa to the latter. And if we find, tet exa- 
mination, that every object, which produces pride, produces 


alſo a ſeparate pleaſure; and every object, that caufes humi- 


lity, excites in like manner a ſeparate uneaſineſs; we muſt 
allow in that caſe, that the preſent theory is fully proved and 


aſcertained. The- double relation of ideas and ſentiments will 
be acknowleged inconteſtible, 333 
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6. To begin with perſonal merit and demerit, the moſt ob- 


vious cauſes of theſe- paſſions ; it would be entirely foreign to 


our preſent purpoſe to examine the foundation of moral di- 
ſtinctions. It is ſufficient to obſerve, that the foregoing theory 
concerning the origin of the paſſions may be defended on any 
hypotheſis. The moſt probable ſyſtem, which has been ad- 
vanced to explain the difference between vice and virtue, is, 


that either from a primary conſtitution of nature, or from a 
ſenſe of public or private intereſt, certain characters, upon the 8 


very view and contemplation, produce uneafineſs; and others, 
in like manner, excite pleaſure. The uneaſineſs and fatisfac- 


tion, produced in the ſpeQator, are eſſential to vice and virtue. 


To approve of a character, is to feel a delight upon its appear- 
- ance, Jo diſapprove of it, is to be ſenſible of an uneaſineſs. 
The pain and pleaſure therefore, being, in a manner, the 
primary ſource of blame or praiſe, muſt alſo be the cauſes of 
all their effects; and conſequently, the cauſes of pride and 


humility, which are the unavordable attendants of that di- 
ſtinddion. | 1 * 


But Alek d this theory of 8 mould not be received; 
it is ſtill evident that pain and pleaſure, if not the ſources of. 
moral diſtinctions, re at leaſt inſeparahle from them. A gene- 

e eee Dd 2 tous 


* 


a rss pn TATION „ 
: Tous iich noble character Affe 4 latisfaetibl een in e 


Turvey; and Wen preſented't5" ite, though only in a poem or 
fable, never fails to charm and delight us. On che other hand, 

cruelty and treachery diſpleaſe from their very nature * nor is 
"It poſſible ever to reconcile us to theſe qualities, either i in our- 
ſelves or others. Virtue, therefore; produces always a plea- 
{ure diſtinct from the pride or ſelf-ſatisfaction Which attehtls 


it: Vice, an dia 0s ſeparate from the humility or remorſe. | 


But a high or low conceit of ourſtives riſks: not from thoſe 
; qualities alone of the mind, which, according to common 
ſyſtems of ethics, have been defined parts of moral duty; but 
from any other, which have a connexion with pleaſure or 
uneaſineſs. Nothing flatters our vanity more than tHe” talent 
of pleaſing by our wit, good humour, or any other accom- 
pliſhment; and nothing gives us a more ſenſible mortification; 
than a diſappointment in any attempt of that kind. No one 
has ever been able to tell preciſely, what wit is, and to ſhew | 
why ſuch a ſyſtem of thought muſt be received under that de- 
nomination, and ſuch another rejected. It is by taſte alone 
we can decide concerning it; nor are we poſſeſt of any 
other ſtandard, by which we can form a judgment of this 
nature. Now what is this tafte, from which true and falſe 
Wit in a manner receive their being, and without which no 
„ thought can have a title to either of theſe .denominations ? 
2 It is plainly nothing but a ſenſation of pleaſure from true wit, 
and of diſguſt, from falſe, without our being able to tell the 
5 reaſons of that ſatisfaction or uneaſineſs. The power of ex- 
citing theſe oppofite ſenſations is, therefore, the very eſſence 
of true or falſe wit; and conſequently, the cauſe of that re 
or mortification, which ariſes from one or the other, 


6 Beauty a 
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J FAIR of all kinds iv Sus A. 1 a delight and. ſatiſ- 

| d a8 deformity produces pain upon Whatever ſubje& it | 
may be placed, and whether ſurveyed in an animate or inani- 
mate object. If the beauty or deformity belong to our own 
face, ſhape, or perſon,, this pleaſure or uneaſineſs is conyerted 
into pride or humility ;. as having in this caſe, all the circum- 


ſtances requiſite to produce. a perfeRt tranſition, according to : b 
the preſent theory. N 5 uy | 


11 . f . A 
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241 


It would ſeem, that the very 1 of beauty conſiſts i in its 
power of producing pleaſure. All its effects, therefore: p muſt 
proceed from this circumſtance: And if beaufy, 4 is ſo _pniyer- 
ſally the ſubject of vanity, it is only, from © its being l the Vue 
os of pleaftrfer. i 


Cuhcatlihg g all other: wad; accompliſiments i 80 ob- 
ſerve in general, that whatever in ourſelves is either uſeful, 
| beautiful or ſurprizing, f is an object of pride; and the contrary, 
of hümility. Theſe qualities agree in Ly a Wen | 
FE! and _ in nothilly elſe, my en 
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We are vain bt the farpeining adventareg-which we have 
met with, the eſcapes which we have made, the dangers to 
which we have been expoſed; as well as of our furprizing 
feats of vigour and activity. Hence the origin of vulgar 
lying; where men, without any intereſt, and merely out of 
vanity, heap up a number of extraordinary events, which are 
either the fictions of their brain; 3 or, if true, have no con- 
nexion with themſelves. Their fruitful invention ſupplies 
them with a variety of adventures; and where that talent is 
wn they! appropriate ſuch as, Wy to Ne in order 

129 JV 5 
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to AIRY their vanity : Fay between that paſhon, and the | 
| ſentiment of pleaſure, there is always a cloſe connexion. 


g. But hob pride and bümniltey have ke qhilities of our 
mind and body, that is, of ſelf, for their natural and more 
immediate cauſes; we find by experience, that many other 
objects produce theſe affections. We found vanity upon houſes, 
gardens, equipage, and other external objects; as well as upon 
perſonal merit and accompliſhments. This happens when 
external objects acquire any particular relation to ourſelves, 
and are aſſociated or connected with us. A beautiful fiſh in 
the ocean, a well-proportioned animal in a foreſt, and indeed, 
any thing, which neither belongs nor 18 related to us, has no 
manner of influence on our vanity; whatever extraordinary 
qualities it may be endowed with, and whatever degree of fur- 
prize and admiration it may naturally occaſion, It muſt be 
ſomeway aſſociated with us, in order to touch our pride. Its | 
idea muſt hang, in a manner, upon that of ourſelves; and the 
tranſition from one to another muſt be ealy and natural. 


Men are vain of the beauty either of their country, or their 
county, 'or even of their pariſh, Here the idea of beauty 
plainly produces a pleaſure. This pleaſure is related to pride. 
The object or cauſe of this pleaſure is, by the ſüppoſition, 
related to ſelf, the object of pride. By this double relation 
of ſentiments and ideas, a tranſition is made from one to the 
other. 


— 


Men are alſo vain of the happy temperature of the climate, 
in which they are born; of the fertility of their native ſoil; 
of che goofinals of the wines, fruits, or victuals, produced by 


s | i | it; 
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it; of the ſoftneſs or force of their language, with other par- 


ticulars of that kind. Theſe objects have plainly a reference 
to the pleaſures of the ſenſes, and are originally conſidered as 
agreeable to the feeling, taſte, or hearing. How could they 


become cauſes of pride, except. by means of that tranſition 


above explained? 1 


There are ſome who diſcover a vanity of an oppoſite kind, 
and affect to depreciate their own country, in compariſon of 


thoſe, to which they have travelled. Theſe perſons find, when 
they are at home, and ſurrounded with their countrymen; that 
the ſtrong relation between them and their own nation is ſhared 
with ſo many, that it is in a manner loſt to them ; whereas. 
that diſtant relation to a foreign country, which is formed by 
their having ſeen it, and lived in it, is augmented by their 
conſidering how few have done the ſame. For this reaſon, they 
always admire the beauty, utility, and rarity of what they met 


with abroad, above what they find at home. 


Since we can be vain of a country, climate, or any inanimate 
object, which bears a relation to us; it is no wonder we ſhould 


be vain of the qualities of thoſe, who are connected with us 
by blood or friendſhip. Accordingly we find, that any qua- 
lities which, when belonging to ourſelf, produce pride, pro- 


duce alſo, in a leſs degree, the ſame affection, when diſcovered 


in perſons, related to us. The beauty, addreſs, merit, credit, ; 
and honours of their kindred are carefully diſplayed by the 


Fee and are conſiderable ſources of their vanity. | 


As we are ee 14 riches in e we . in order 
to gratify our vanity, that every one, who has any connexion 
with us, ſhould likewiſe be poſſeſt of them, and are aſhamed 
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| of ſuch as are mean or poor dg 0 0 * 


friends and relations: 
Our forefathers being conceived as our neareſt relations; every 


one naturally affects to be of a good family, and to be de- 


ee n een d le n able an- 
MW. en, ole 16 aid 4 e e e Yak 


Was 


© Thoſe, who boaſt of the antiquity of their — are 
glad when they can join this circumſtance, that their anceſtors, 


for many generations, have been uninterrupted proprietors of 


the ſame portion of land, and that their family has never 
changed its poſſeſſions, or been tranſplanted ' into any other 
county or province. It is an additional ſubject of vanity, Wien 
they can boaſt, that theſe poſſeſſions have been tranſmitted 
through à deſcent, compoſed entirely of males, and that the 


honours and fortune have never paſſed through any female. 


Let us endeavour to explain theſe phznomena from the fore. | 


Boing 1 


% 


When any one values Himſelf on the antiquity: of: kis *. 
mily, the ſubjects of his vanity are not merely the extent of 
time and number of anceſtors (for in that reſpect all mankind 
are alike). but theſe circumſtances, joined to the riches and 
credit of hig anceſtors, which are ſuppoſed to reflect a luſtre on 
himſelf, upon account of his connexion with them, Since 
therefore the paſſion depends on the connexion, whatever 
ſtrengthens the connexion muſt alſo encreaſe the paſſion, and 
whatever weakens the connexion muſt diminiſh the paſſion. ; 


But tis evident, that the ſameneſs of the poſſeſſions muſt 


grengthen the relation of ideas, ariſing from blood and kindred, 
and convey the fancy with greater facility from one generation 
to another; from the remoteſt anceſtors to their e who 


— 


| ON THB PASSIONS. 


are both: their heirs and their deſcendants. u 0 d 


the ſentiment is am more e 0 excites a greater | 
degree of pride and vanity. Thad e ee e 


The caſe is the ſame with the enen of the honours 
and fortune, through a ſucceſſion of males, without” their 
paſſing through any female. It is an obvious quality of human 
nature, that the imagination naturally turns to whatever: is 
important and conſiderable z and where two objects are pre- 
ſented, a, ſmall and a great, it uſually leaves the fo rmer,. and 
dyells entirely, on the latter. This is the reaſon, why gen 
commonly bear their father s name, and are eſteemed to be of 
8 nobler or meaner birth, according to hig family. And tho? 
the mother ſhould be poſſeſt of ſuperior qualities to the father, 


as often happens, the general rule prevails, notwithſtanding 
the exception, according to the doctrine, which ſhall be ex- 


plained afterwards. Nay, even when a ſuperiority of any kind 
is ſo great, or when any other reaſons have ſuch an effect, as to 
make the children rather repreſent the mother's family than 
the father's, the general rule ſtill retains an efficacy, ſufficient 
to weaken the relation, and make a kind of breach in the line 
of anceſtors. The imagination runs not along them with the 
ſame facility, nor is able to transfer the honour and credit of 
the anceſtors to their poſterity of the ſame name and family fo 


readily; as when the tranſition is conformable to the general 5 


rule, and paſſes through the male N from father to ſon, or 
from brother to brother. 1 r 


4 


9. But property, © as it e's us the kn! power Y autho- . 


. 


rity over any object, is the relation, which has AMER reateſt ; 
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perſon and the object i is evident: 1 he imagination paſſes n. and eaſily from 
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and occurs the moſt frequently to the mind. 
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where to b be hp "His hi hot if „ et quipage, futfirbre) 118 | 
horſes, hounds, excel all others in his conceit? and it 15 ealy to 
obſervez that, from the leaſt advantage in an of theſe, he 
draws-a new ſubject of prtde and. vanity. His wine, if you 
will believe him, has a finer flavour than any other; his ;cookery : 
is more exquiſite; - his table more orderly; 3 lis: ſervants more 
expert; the air, in which he lives, more healthful; the ſoil, 
which he cultivates, more fertile; his fruits ripen earlier, and 
to greater perfection: Such a thing is remarkable for its no- 
velty; ſuch another for its antiquity: This is the workman- 
ſnip of a famous artiſt; that belonged once to ſuch a prince or | 
great man: All objects, in a word, which are uſeful; beauti-- 
ful, or garprizing, or or are related to ſuch; may, by means of 
pleaſure. This alone is common to them; ; and therefore muſt 
be the quality, that produces the paſſion, Which is their com- 
mon effect. As every new inſtance is a new argument, and as 
the inſtances are here without number; it would ſeem, 1 
this theory 3 1s aun es ae by FIR 


St ious ad at. 
the clatdaigcs of a geld to thas of the 3 to Ss it £1 e n may only 
be aſked, how this relation 1 is reſolyeable into any of thoſe three, viz. caufation con- 
riguity, and reſemblance, which we have affirmed to be the only conneQing principles 
among ideas. To be the proprietor of any thing is to be the ſole perſon, Who by the 
laws of ſociety, has a right to diſpoſe of it, and to enjoy the benefit of it. This 
right has at leaſt a tendency to procure the perſon the exerciſe, of it; and in 
fat does commonly procure him that advantage. For rights which had no 
influence, and never took place, would be no rights at all. Now a perſon who diſ- 

poſes of an object, and reaps benefit from it, both produces, or may produce, effects ; 
on it, and is affected by it. Property therefore is a ſpecies of cauſations. It enables 
the perſons to produce alterations on the object, and it ſuppoſes that his condition i 18 


improved and altered by it. It is indeed the relation the moſt intereſting of any, 
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3 ak THE PASSIONS, WW 21 
wa Ri iches imply t he power of acquiring whatever i 18 agreeable; ; 
and as they. burn many particular objects of vanity, 


neceſſarily become: one of the chief cauſes of that Paſſiod.” $220 


en 
10. Our opinions of all kinds are n affected by fovier | 
and fympathy, and it is almoſt impoſſible for us to ſupport any 
"principle or ſentiment, egainſt the univerſal conſent of {every 
one, with whom we have any friendſhip or correſpondence. 
But of all our opinions, thoſe, which we form in our own. 
| favour; however lofty or preſuming; are at bottom, the fraileſt 
and the moſt eaſily ſhaken by the contradiction and oppoſition 
of others. Our great concern, in this caſe, makes us ſoon 
alarmed, and keeps our paſſions upon the watch: Our con- | 
ſeiouſneſs of partiality ſtill makes us dread a miſtake: And the 
very difficulty of judging concerning an object, Wich! is never 5 
ſet at a due diſtance from us, nor is ſeen in a proper point of 2 | : 
view; makes us hearken anxiouſly to the opinions of others, 
who are better qualified to form juſt, opinions concerning us. 
Hence that ſtrong love .of fame, with which all mankind are 
poſſeſt. It is in order to fix and confirm their favourable opi- 
nion of themſelves, not from any original paſſion, that they 
ſeek the applauſes of others. And when a man defires to be 
praiſed, it is for the ſame reaſon, that a beauty is pleaſed with 
ſurveying herſelf in a favourable os: pe and ng the 
rellection af her own. charms. $ 
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Though. it Th Fo ORE in al points of ſpeculation, to diſtin- 
guicm a cauſe, which encreaſes an effect, from one, which 
_ ſolely. produces i it; yet! in the preſent caſe the ede a ſeem 
pretty ſtrong and fatisfaQory | in confirmation of db 
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The ſuffrage. of 5 wha, are thy ; and bald Ir biet 
praiſe, 1 is attended with an. additienal reliſh and enjoyment, if : 


we can obtain! it in our favour... p 
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Fg WI here Aa great man 18 delicate i in his choice of favourites, 
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every one courts: with greater earneſtneſs his countenance and 8 
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| Praiſe never es d us TY b pleakire anleſs's at concur with 


our own b Wer 119 extol us. for thoſe d e Which : 
we chiefly. excel. 4 58 1 Nair: ods 
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Theſt 8 ſhea bf to prove, that the favourable 0; opinions : 
af others are regarded only as. authorities, or as confirmations of 
our _ownropinion.. And if they have more, influence in this 
ſubject than in any other, it 18 eaſily accounted for from the - : 
nature of the fubjeQ.. 1 eee 


II. Thus K ohhecds ee Sine, ail whateyer : 


pleaſure they produce, are able to exeite a great degree, of 
pride or ſelf-ſatisfaQton'; unleſs, they be alſo obvious to others, 
_ and engage the approbation of the ſpectators. What diſpoſi- 
tion of mind ſo deſirable as the peaceful, reſigned,. contented ; 
"which readily-fubmits; to all the diſpenſations of providence, 
and preferves a conſtant ſerenity amidſt the greateſt misfor- 
tunes and W Yet. this diſpoſition, though acknow- 
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great vanity O elfe applauſe; having lo” ancy 'Or "exterior 
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luſtr E and rather cheering the eheart, th an animating the bent | 
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viour and converſation. | The caſe is the ſame with "many ot her- 


ities of the mind, body, or fortune ; and this circumſtance, 


as "_ as the double relations above- mentioned, muſt be 


admitted to be of pans in the production of theſe 
SIT17 1 S © TY £4 +4 . 4 
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A ſecond e eck 18 of anus A uchi aſſay „ 
3s, the,,conſtancy and duration of the object. What is very 
; caſual and incentant, beyond the common courſe. of human... 


affairs, gives little 3j joy, and leſs Pride. We are not much 
ſatisfied with the thing itſelf; and are ſtill Teſs apt to feel any 


new degree of ſelf: ſatisfaction upon its account. Wo: foreſee 
and anticipate its change; which makes us little ſatisfied with | 


the thing itſelf: We compare it to ourſelves, whoſe exiſtence 
1s more durable; by which means its inconſtancy appears Al 
greater. It ſeems ridiculous to make ourſelves the object of a 


; of 


paſſion; on account of a quality or poſſeſſion, which is of ſo 


much ſhorter duration, and attends 1 us n ſo ſmall a rt | 
np our exiſtence; DIG e ee nada y 
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2 third circumſtance, not to be 1 + 1 the ob- 
Jeet, in order to: produce Pride or- ſelf. value, muſt be peculiar 8 
0 U85 us, or àt-leaſt, eommon to us with a few others. The 5 
advantages f ſun-ſhine, good weather, a happy climate, &c. | 
N us net from any of our companions, and giye, us 
ny preference or ſuperiority.” The compariſon Which wWwelare 
: "Ee moment apt to make, preſents no inference to our advan- | 
tage; And we ſtill remain, notwithſtanding theſd eee f 
on u Tevel with all our friends and e RPR 
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. As health ai ſickneſs vary inceſſantly to all men; 400 * 
is no one, who is ſolely or certainly fixed in either; theſe acci- 
dental bleſſings and calamities are in a manner ſeparated from 
Ils, and are not conſidered as a foundation for- vanity or humi- 
liation. But wherever a malady of any kind is fo rooted 3 in 
our conſtitution, that we no longer entertain any hopes of 
recovery, from that moment it damps our ſelf-conceit, as is 
evident in old men, whom nothing mortifies more than the 
conſideration of their age and infirmities, They endeavour, 
15 long as poſſible, to conceal their blindneſs and deafneſs, 
their rheums and gouts; nor do they ever avow them with- 
out reluctance and uneaſineſs, And though young men are 
not aſhamed of every head-ach or cold which they fall into; 
yet no topic is more proper to mortify human pride, and make 
us entertain a mean opinion of our nature, than this, that 
we are every moment of our lives ſubject to ſuch infirmities. 
This proves, that bodily pain and ſickneſs are in themſelves 
proper cauſes of humility; though the cuſtom of eſtimating 
every thing, by compariſon, more than by its intrinſic worth 
and value, makes us overlook thoſe calamities, which we find 
Incident to every one, and cauſes us to form an idea of our 
merit and character, independent of them. 8 8 
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We are aſhamed of ſuch. Maladies 18 affect others, and are 
either dangerous or diſagreeable to them. Of the epilepfy; . 
becauſe it gives horror to every one prefent : Of the itch; 
becauſe 1 it 18 infeQious : Of the king's evil; becauſe it often 
Foes to poſterity. Men always conſider the ſentiments of others 
in their judgment of themſelyes, w eu One 


pi 12835 | A fourth 


ON THETNSSIONS) © ay 
WW. fourth" eircumſtance, which has an influence on theſe paſ- 
fiotis, is general rules; by Which ve form a notion of different 
Tanks of men, ſuitable to the power or riches of which they 
art poſſeſſed; 3; and this notion 1s. not changed by any peculi- 
arities of the health or. temper of the perſons, Which may 
deprire them of all enjoyment in their poſſefſions. Cuſ- 
tom readily carries us beyond the juſt bounds. i in our N 
as well as in our reaſonings. | i APD 


7 may not be amiſs to obſerve on this 3 that the 
influence. of general rules and maxims on the paſſions very i 
much contributes to facilitate the effects of all the principles 
or internal mechaniſm, which we here explain. 55 or 1t ſeems 
evident, that if a perſon full-grown, and of the ſame nature 
with ourſelves, were on a ſudden. tranſported into our world, 5 


1 


he would be yery much embarraſſed with every object, and- 
would not readily determine what degree of love or hatred, | 
of pride or. humility, or of any. other paſſion ſhould be excited 
by it. The paſſions are often varied by very inconſiderable 
principles; ; and theſe do not always play with perfect regu- 
larity, eſpecially on the firſt trial. But as cuſtom or practice 
has brought to light all theſe principles, and has ſettled the juſt 
value of every thing ; this muſt certainly contribute to the 
eaſy production of the paſſions, and guide us, by means of 
general eſtabliſhed rules, in the proportions, which we ought 
to obſerve in preferring one object to another. This remark 
may, perhaps, ferye to obviate difficulties, that may ariſe con- 
cerning ſome cauſes, which we here aſcribe to particular paſ- 
ſions, and which may be eſteemed too refined to operate ſo 
ee and a as they are found to do. 
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' #; In running © over all the cauſes, 1 whict oduce a pal- | 
1 of Pride or that of humility ; ; It Woll Id 12 occur, that 
the ſame circutnſtance, if transferred fre m "ourſelf to another 0 
perſon, would render him, the objett b ove or hatred, eſteem 
| or Contempt. © The virtue, e beauty, family, riches, 
andi authority of others beget favourable ſentiments in their 
behalf; and their vice, folly, deformity, poverty and mean- 
neſs exaite the contrary ſentiments. The double relation of 
impreſſions and ideas ſtill operggey-on theſe paſſions of love 
and hatred; as on the former 1 pride and humility. What- 
ever £ gives, a leptrate pleaſure of pain, and is related to another 
grin þ or "connefted with him, makes him the Other of our 
tion or OE. e mY . e 


_ 25 1 911 PSY 5 PEST K i 
y too injury or contempt (td us is one of the- 
genen —_ 81 our ane, ſervices or nne of our 


n, a relation to curſed? excites WD towards 
45 perſon. But there is always here implied” a relation of 


of HED $& 35 
ſentiments, without which the other relation would have no 
influence . 6: 8 + 3 we 
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A hho! is related to us; or” Gulecked with us, by 
blood, by ſimilitude of fortune, of adventures, profeſſion, or 
country, ſoon becomes an agreeable companion to us; be- 
ule we enter cally a and familiarly ir into his ſentiments and con- 


3 0 
> 
*\The affection of parents to children Gone founded-on an Ane inſtinct. The 
aflion, towards other relations * on the principles here explained. 8 
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ceptions: Nothing i 18 fringe or new ty us: r ina," 
paſſing from ſelf, whieh is ever intimately preſent to us, runs 


ſmoothly along the relation or connexion, and conceives with a 
full ſympathy 1 the perſon, who is nearly related to ſelf. He 


* 


renders himſelf immediately acceptable, and 18 at once on an . 


eaſy footing 3 with us: No diſtance, no reſerve has place, where 
the perſon introduced 3 is | ſuppoſed fo cloſely connected with us. 


Relation as wen ane inen as cuſtom or — 


tance, in exciting affection; and from like cauſes. The eue 


and ſatisfaction, which, in both caſes, attend our intepcourſe 


or commerce, 18 the ſource of the K 4 T 


N The FIG of love and hatred are always followed wy 


or rather conjoined with, benevolence and anger. It is this 


conjunction, which chiefly diſtinguiſhes theſe affe 


— ions from 


pride and humility. For pride and humility are pure emotions 


in the foul} unattended with any deſire, and not eee 
exciting us to action. But love and hatred are Hot c 


within themſelves, nor reſt in that emotion, which they pro- 


duce; but carry the mind to ſomething farther. Love is 
always followed by a deſire of happineſs to the perſon beloved, 
and an averſion. to his miſery : As hatred /produces a deſire of- 


the miſery, | and an averſion to the happineſs. of the En 


hated. Theſe oppoſite deſires feen to be orfginally : and, p Pri. 


marily conjoined with the paſſions of love and hatred, [ti 18 a 


conſtitution of nature, 'of which we can n give no farther expli- 
ene 0: hole Ales gie h clan. tier b ahi 
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in 


by" Ke ng frequently eral where 45 is no preceding 
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eſteem « or friendſhip ; and compathon 1 is an uneaſineſs in the : 


{ufferings of another. It "ſeems to ſpring from the intimate 
Vol. II. „ = AE bt and 
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ſelves with others ſeems the ſource 0 envy and malice. 


from that inſiſted on above, It is not a reſemblance of feelin 
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proceeds; by degrees,; from the lively idea» 50 hg real feeling 
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wa and. of envy. to anger, forms a very cloſe relation be- 


tween theſe two. ſets. of paſſions 3 though of a different kind 


Or. ſentiment, but a reſemblar KC of tendency or direction. 112 Its 
effec, however, is the ſame, in producing, an aſſociation of 
palhong.. Compaſſion is ſeldom or never felt without ſome | 
mixture of tenderneſs and friendſhip; and envy is naturally 


accompanied with anger or ill-will. To deſire the happineſs 


of another, from whatever motive, is a good preparative to 
affe e Ah in e miſery; Aug unavoid- 

ably begets YET ſion to / towards aim 1 PAT: MOT 181% Sldvob 5: 
VeEveh where intereſt 1s che e of our concern; 10 l. come 


mönly attended with the fame conſequences.” 1 16 * 
natural object of friendſhip; I a rival of enmity. 111. J 


Er Fever ty, meanneſs, diſappointment; org adn 
and dillike ut when theſe misfortunes are very great, or are 
repreſented. to us in yery ſtrong colours, they excite compaſ- 
lion, and tenderneſs, 200 ein, Ho is this contradic- 
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ſeutiments excited by his advantages and virtues are agrecuble, 
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author compoſe a atiſe,, of which one part was ſerious and 
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ems evident, that reaſon, in 4 ſenſe, as gmeaniy 
Ae Judgment | of- truth and falſhood, can never, of itlelf, ) 
any motiye to the will, and can have no influence but fo for 
as it touches ſome paſſion or affection. Ahliract relations of 
ideas are che object of curioſity, not of volition. And matters 
of fact, where they are neither good nor evil, where they 
neither excite defire nor averſion, are totally indifferent; and 
whether known or unknowi, whether miſtaken ot rightly 
ET cannot be regarded 15 any motive to action. 


2. What f is commonly, in a Popular ſenſe, called reaſon, 

* is ſo much recommended i in moral diſcourſes, is nothing 

but a general and a calm paſſion, which takes a. comprehen- 
five and 4 diſtant view of its object, and actuates the wall, 

xeiting any ſenfible emotion, A man, we fay, 12 Hy 

diligent int his profeſſion from reaſon ; that i is, from a calm 

defire of riches and a fortune. A man adheres to juſtice m 

reaſon ; that is, from a calm regard to 1 good, or to a 
character with himſelf and others. 2 


3. The ſame objects, which Ty * 60 mts | 
in this ſenſe of the word, are alſo the objects of what e call 
paſſion, when they are brought near to us," and acquire ſomt 
other advantages, either of external fituation, or congruity 
to out internal temper; and by that means, extite a türbulent 
and ſetifible emotion. Evil, at a great +, is avdided' We 

ſay, from reaſon: Evil; near at hand, rd "averſion, hol 

ror, fear 400 i. the abject of pan. 
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1 T he'© common error of metaphyſicians has lain in aſerib- 
ing the direction of th will Aitirgy ta one of theſe principles, | 
and ſuppoſing the other to have no influence. Men een act 
500 it 7 An their Atereſt! It 15 not therefore the view 
of the! greateſt. - poſſible good Wich always influences them. 
Men often counteräct 4 ent paſſion, in proſecution of their 
| dſtant intereſts Aid defifins: it Ninot therefore the Preſedt 
uneaſineſs alone; Which ditermittes them. In general, we 
2 obleroe, that both kheſe prir ciples operate on the Wal} | 
where mer Ae Obntra — either of them" prevails; 
* che generdt naehe preſent diſpöfftion of the 
doen Wat we call Hrribch bf mind implies the prevalence 
of ul pathong above the violent; „though We may eaſily 


Ge * Uh ar there i 18 no perſon 10 conſtan [ JL eſledypf. this 


| 5 * E, AS never pn any occaſion, to yield to the een ob 
lent eee and defires, N From theſe Varigtgs P f.tempex, 


bk the great difficulty of deciding concerning 55 tufure 


F actions and . zelolutions of men, Where chere is an N. FL 
Wr and e , ee KY ate I» Mek 
7 0 1. Doe N e in :& Wen e d * 
Lo A (13; e 
f enumerate ene of el REES 
whichvrentter w paffiöh ealm or vivlent, hel heightesh M 
diminifti.any- tien. Ge fared ee YR eee aeg 


das 20 adygarilt N . cb ee wile 


on O93 r RR k ture, that am Felle, Which 
de g. Hrffog; anf ly gen yerteg into it; though in fi 


aptyres theyehe,grigiagllrghſerent ER ed den cw 
96h other. It is true, in ler Nauen 7 l ugien 4. LIN! ng 
V.OL. * 8 85 G g phiaſſions, 
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paſſions, and make one produce 


vered. But when two paſſions are already produced by cheir 


| ſometimes without any. The predominant 
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the other, There is always. 
ding to tlie theory above Above deli- 


required a double relation; 


ſeparate cauſes, and are both preſent to the mind, they readily 
mingle and unite; though they have but one relation! And, 
up the inferior, and converts it into itſelf. The ſpirits, hen 
once excited, eaſily receive a change in their direction; and it 
is natural to imagine, that this change will come from the pre- 
vailing affection. The connexion is in many caſes cloſer 
between any two paſſions, than between any . and eng 


ference. | 


When a ion | is once heartily i in love, the Laile faults and. 
caprices of his miſtreſs, the jealouſies and quarrels, to which: 


that commerce is ſo ſubject; however unpleaſant they be, arid 


rather connected with anger and hatred; are yet Found, in. 
many inſtances, to give additional force to the prevailing paſ- 
ſion. It is a common artifice of politicians, when they would 
affect any perſon very much by a matter of fact, of which 
they intend to inform him, firſt to excite his curioſity; delay as 
long as poſſible the ſatisfying it; and by that means raiſe his 
anxiety and impatience to the utmoſt, before they give him a full 
inſight into the buſineſs. They know, that this curioſity will 


precipitate him into the paſſion, which they purpoſe to-raiſe, 
and will aſſiſt the object in its influence on the mind. A ſol-- 


dier, advancing to battle, is naturally inſpired with courage 
and confidence, when he thinks on his friends and fellow 
ſoldiers; and is ſtruck with fear and terror, when he reflects 
on the enemy. Whatever new emotion, therefore, proceeds 


from 
C 


"PASSIONS. = as 


Gaptbec r ly: enereaſes the ecurage; as we dns 
emotion W from che latter, augments che fear. Hence 
in martial diſcipline, the uniformity and luſtre of habit, the 
regularity of figures and motions, with all the pomp and 
majeſty of war, encourage ourſcives and our allies; while. the 
ſame objects in the enemy ſtri ke terror into us, he r 
able and beautiful! in themſelves. 


1 


Hope! is, in itfelf, an vid Lo and allied to fiend. 
ſhip and benevolence ; yet is it able ſometimes to blow up 


anger, when that is the * Paſſion. Spes addita 
: Saſeitat i ras. Virs. | 


2. Since paſſions, however independent, are tk trans» 
gd into each other, if they are both preſent at che time; it 
follows, that when good or evil is placed in ſuch a fituation as 
to cauſe. any particular emotion, beſides its direct paſſion of 
deſire or averſion, that che latter pathon muſt acquire new force 
and violence. 9 odor ct 


. This often 1 en any objeft excites "contrary 
paſſions. For it is obſervable, that an oppoſition of paſſions 
commonly cauſes a new emotion in the ſpirits, and produces 
more diſorder than the concurrence of any two affections of 
equal force. This new emotion is eafily converted into the 
predominant paſſion, and in many inſtances, is obſerved to 
enerèaſe its violence beyond the pitch, at which it would have 
arrived, Had it met with no oppoſition. Henee we naturally 
defire What is forbid, and often take a ee in performing 
actions, merely becauſe they are unlawful. The notion of 
du Yo when oppoſite to the paſſions, is not nsr over- 
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increaſe and irritate them, by producing ; an oppoſition in ür 
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4. The lame. eie follows, whether the Find ari ues 
from inter nal motives or external obſtacles. The paſſion, c coms : - 


monly; acquires new force in both caſes. The efforts, Which . 
the mind makes to ſurmount the obſtacle, excite the ſpar its, 
a, enliven the paſſion... k | 


WI LED £443 ABD CLLETES l 26] 2 by td, 
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5. Ae has the ſame effect as. ppoſit tion. The A Bl 


745 CL 55015 3 WIL Ny 
tation of the thought, the quick turns which it m es rom 


one view to another, the variety of paſſibns which ſucceed ach X 


other, according to the fifferent views: All theſe produce an 5 
emotion in the mind; and this emotion n transfuſes ey inta 


- 
& * FF 4 2 k "i 4 vFY 7 


Security, on the net diminiſhes the pallns Tue N 


mind, when left to itſelf, immediately languiſhes; and in order 


to preſerve its ardour, muſt be every moment ſupported by 1 
new flow of paſſion. For the ſame ee though : 
ONE to OR has a like influence... 86 l taht 
Is 100 255 go SITS 16 41D may; 

Nos more 8 excites any y affeQion, 19 5 to . 5 
ceal ſome part of its object, by throwing 1 it into a kind of ſhade, 


which, at the ſame time that at ſhows, enough to prepolleſs, us 


in favour of the object, leaves, ſtill. ſome work for the 1magina- 
tion, Beſides, that obſcurity is always attended with a kind of . 


uncertainty ; the effort, Which the fancy ARPA, to comple 


the 


wren og, cif gnbuboiq! dq unecht 5561111 bas 518572G! 


I As deſpair. and ſecurity, though edntraty;| prbdube he 
ſame effects; ſo abſence is obſerved to have contrary effects, 


and in different circumſtances, Either e creaſes ör diminiſhes 
out affection. Roch bröbe ker his Ny ell reinarked, 
that abſence deſtroys weak paſſions,” but  Ehiteaſes Arong ; 1 48 

the wind extinguiſhes a candle, but blows up 4 fire. Long 
abſence naturally \ weakens our idea, and diminiſhes the paſſion: 


But where the paſſion 1 is 10 ſtrong and lively as to ſupport itſelf, 


the uneaſineſs, ariſing from abſence, enereaſes the paſſon, and 5 


gives it new force and aden. 8 


388 When the ſoul applies. itſelf to the 3 of any 
2d, or the conception of any object, to which it is not 
accuſtomed; there is a certain unpliablenefs in the faculties, and 


a difficulty of the ſpirits moving in their new direction. As 
this difficulty excites the ſpirits, it is the ſource of wonder, 
ſurprize, and of all the emotions, which ariſe from novelty; 
and is in itſelf very agreeable, like every thing which enlivens 
tlie mind to a moderate degree. But though furpriſe be agree- 
able in itſelf, yet as it puts the ſpirits 3 in agitation, it not only 
angments our agreeable affections; but alſo our painful, accord- 


ing to the foregoing principle. Hence every thing, that is 


new, is moſt affecting, and gives us either more pleaſure or 
pain; than what, ſtrietly ſpeaking, ſhbuld naturally follow 


from it. When it often returns upon us, the novelty wears 


off. the paſſions ſubſide; the hurry of the ſpirits is over; and 
we ſurvey the object with greater tranquillit ,. mas 
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250. | A/DASS ER TATION 


14 9..;The 1 A004 maginayi ion, and affeQions have a dleſe union tage- | | 


ther. The vivacity of the former, ves force to the latter. 


20. ih 1890 . 


Hence the proſpect of any pleaſure, with which we are 


acquainted, affects us more than any other pleaſure, which we 
may own ſuperior, but of whoſe nature we are wholly igno- 
rant, Of the one we can form a particular and determinate 


idea: Tt he other, we conceive under the general notion of 


e 


9 Y 


Y ſatlafacticn, which we white. en) joyed, and of Which * 
memory is freſh and recent, operates on the will with more 


violence, than another of which the traces are OR and 
almoſt obliterated. N N 


A pleaſure, WE is ſuitable to the way of life, 3 in which 


we are engaged, excites more our deſires and appetites than 
another, whch is foreign to it, 


Nothing is more capable io infuling any paſſion into the 
mind, than eloquence, by which objects are repreſented i in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt lively colours. The bare opinion of another, | 
eſpecially when inforced with paſſion, will cauſe an idea to 
have an influence upon us, though that idea might otherwiſe 
have been entirely neglected. 


It is remarkable, that lively paſſions commonly attend a 
lively imagination. In this reſpect, as well as others, the force 


of the paſſion depends as much on the temper of the en a6 


on the nature and ſituation of the object. 


What 


e Oh gig 7 N 
ot of 7 tine, has f Hot eq influ- : | 
«| | ot. vin ,.19Mmipt 23-10 Mort 12 : | 
ce with What is is near and contiguous. FCC os ER 
o Hole 31 65 | 1. 17 (18 SI S3IOHI $ 2 Ny Dot bs | 0 : 
* * | . : x 4 5 „ 1 r rent 
ONCI 4 r ME DYE inen N, IO 14 4 9 AUC YER | 
Tow. 51 1808 8 11 } Fs | W$ FIR. 3 | | 
_T'pre retend not here to have exhauſted this ſubject, It 1s | 
ficient for my el if I have made it appear, that i in 
the production and conduct of the paſſions, there is a certain C 
mechaniſm, which is ſuſceptible of as accurate à diſ- 47 
quiſition, as the laws of motion, opties, bydroſtatics, or any. Fl! 
: ; „ af —_ r ö : | F "474 + +74, V4 "F 12 
art of natural philoſophy. 
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who really do not believe the opinion they defend, but engage 


in the controverſy, from affectation, from a ſpirit of oppoſition, 


or from a deſire of ſhowing wit and ingenuity, ſuperior to the 
reſt of mankind. The ſame blind adherence to their own ar- 


guments is to be expected in both; the ſame contempt « of their 


antagoniſts ; and the ſame paſſionate vehemence, in inforcing 


ſophiſtry and falſhood. And as reaſoning is not the ſource, 


whence either diſputant derives his tenets ; tis in vain to ex- 
pect, that any logic, which ſpeaks not to the affeQions, will 
ever engage him to embrace Jounder principles, 


- Thoſe who have debiied the reality of moral diſlinctions, 


may be ranked among the diſingenuous diſputants; nor is it 


conceivable, that any human creature could ever ſeriouſly be- 


lieve, that all characters and actions were alike intitled to the 


affection and regard of every one. The difference, which 


* 15 nature 


ISPO TES with e- sg 8ef/ obſtinate in 
their principles, are, of all others, the moſt irkſome; 
except, perhaps, thoſe with perſons, intirely diſingenuous, 
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"nature has placed between bue ar And Ehotker / is 10! Wide, 


| A 480 this difference 18 at ſo liek farther: widened; by eduea- 
. a | tion, example,” and habit, tllat where the oppoſite extremes 
come at once under our apprehenſion, there is no ſcepticiſm ſo 
Tertiptlous; and ſcarce any affarance ſo determined,” as abſo- 
ately to deny all diſtinction between them. Let a man's in- 
| ſenſibility be ever ſo great, he muſt often be touched with the 
| images of RIGHT and WRONG; and let his prejudices 
be ever ſo obſtinate, he muſt obſerve, that others are ſuſcep- 
tible of like impreſſions. The only way, therefore, of con- 
'verting : an antagoniſt of this kind, 1s to leave him to himſelf, 
For, finding that no body keeps up the controverſy with him, 
'tis probable he will, at laſt, of himſelf, from mere wearineſs, 
ehe ger to the ſide of common ſenſe and reaſon. 3 


1 11 


There has Wo a  controverly flarted of late, much' better 
Worth examination, concerning the general foundation of 
M OR ALS; whether they are derived from REASON, or 
from S ENTIMENT; whether we attain the knowlege of 
them by a chain of argument and induction, or by an imme- 
diate feeling and finer internal ſenſe; whether, like all ſound 
; judgment of truth and falſchood, they ſhould be the ſame 
to every rational intelligent being ; ; or whether, like the 
| perception of beauty and deformity, they are founded en- 


tirely on the particular fabric and conſtitution of the human 
ſpecies. | wy 


The antient. philoſophers, 40 8 eit often e hs 
a is nothing but conformity to reaſon, yet, in general, 


ſeem to conſider morals as deriving their exiſtence from taſte 


and 


and ae On : he An 
though they alſo talk much of the beauty of virtue, and de- 
formity of vice, yet have commonly endeayoured to accou nt 


52 48 our modern ipquirers 


be 9 


kor theſe diſtinctions by metaphyſical reaſoning s, and b * de- 


ductions from the moſt abſtract principles of human under- 


ſtanding. Such confuſion reigned in theſe ſubjects, that, an 


oppoſition of the greateſt conſequence. could prevail between 


one ſyſtem and another, and even in the parts almoſt of each 


individual > 8 and yet no Dots till I. lately, Jas ger 


> .# >&# ©. Þ% 


1 occaſion to Fra this diſtindion, * who. 3 in \ general, adhered: 


to the principles of the antients, is Wet. himſelf, intirely free 


from the ſame confuſion. _ 


#74 WF 


0 « : ? 4 Lf ” * 
” * 5 « 1 
— 4 1 


It muſt be acknowleged, that both ſides of lp W are 


ſuſceptible of ſpecious arguments. Moral diſtinctions, it may 


be ſaid, are diſcernible by pure reaſon : Elſe, whence the many 


diſputes that reign in common life, as well as in philoſophy, 
with regard to this ſubject: The long chain of proofs often 
produced on both ſides; the examples cited, the authorities 
appealed to, the analogies employed, the fallacies detected, . 


— 


the inferences drawn, and the ſeveral concluſions adjuſted to 


3; 


Frequently; concerning the Juſtice, or 1 of, his actions. 
were In 


their Proper principles. Truth i 18 diſputable ; not taſte : What 
_ exiſts in the nature of things 18 the ſtandard of our judgment; : 
what each man feels within himſelf 1 is the ſtandard of ſenti- 
ment. Propoſitions in geometry may be proved, ſyſtems 3 in 


phyſies may be controverted; but the harmony of verſe, the a. 


derneſs of paſſion, the brilliancy of. wit, muſt give immediate 


pleaſure. No man reaſons coneerning andther's, beauty but 
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gs ac n Dude bur wo 
5 In every 8 trial” the firſt object of the RE BLN! is to > Gif, | 
prove | the facts alleged, and deny the actions imputed to him: 
The ſecond to prove, that even if theſe actions were teal, they 

might be juſtified, as innocent and lawful. Tis confeſſedly 

by deductions of the underſtanding, that the firſt point is 
E aſcertained : How can we ſuppoſe that a different e of 
| | the mind is employed in fixing the other? tb Rot oat ati 


On the other hand, thoſe who would' reſolve aff neat 88 5 
minations into Sentiment, may endeavour to ſhow, that tis : 
impoſſible for reaſon ever to draw concluſions of this nature. 
To, virtue, ſay they, it belongs to be amiable, and vice odious. 
This forms their very nature or eſſence. But can reaſon or 
argumentation diſtribute theſe different epithets to any ſubjects, 
and ꝓronounce before-hand, that this muſt produce love, and | 
that hatred? Or what other reaſon can we ever aſſign for 
theſe affections, but the original fabric and formation of the 
human mind, "high. is naturally adapred to receive them? |, 


The end of all 1 ſpeculations i 18 to teach us our duty; : 
and, by proper repreſentations of the deformity of vice and 
beauty of virtue, beget correſpondent habits, and engage 1 us 
to avoid the one, and embrace the other. But is this ever to 
be expected from inferences and concluſions of the underſtand- 

15 ing, which of themſelves have no hold of the affections, nor 
ſet in motion the active powers of men? They diſcover truths ; J £ 
But where the truths which they diſcover are indifferent, and . 
beget no defire or averſion, they can have no influence on. 
conduct and behaviour. What 18 honourable, what 18 fair, 
what 18 becoming, what is noble, what 18 generous, takes 


” poſſeſſion of the heart, and animates us to embrace and 


| maintain 


\ 
be } N 9 7 
4. 4 £ 499 1 * 


+ whe 
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16 . 
&4 190116 . 10 #3} 1 i Int rer! + ou 
* 


maintain it, Fr What js. iatel ible, what. is evident, 1 what i is 
probable, what tis true, procures only the cool aſſent of. be 
undexſtanding; and ae 2 e e puts a an 


end to gur reſearches. N 


: * : 
„ti. ©, 2. 
„ 


Extinguiſh all the warm nag and beetle in Mer 
of virtue, and all diſguſt or averſton againſt vice: Render 


men totally indifferent towards theſe diftinctions; and morality 


is no longer a practical fiudy, nor has any Oy to . 
late our lives and actions. 


Theſe arguments on each ſide be many more might be 


produced) are ſo plauſible, that Jam apt to ſuſpect, they may, 
the one as well as the other, be ſolid and ſatisfactory, and that 
reaſon and ſentiment concur in almoſt all moral determinations 
and concluſions. The final ſentence, tis probable, which pro- 
nounces characters and actions amiable or odious, Praiſe-worthy 
or blameable; that which ſtamps on them the mark of ho- 
nour or infamy, approbation or cenſure; that which renders 
morality an active Principle, and conſtitutes virtue our happi- 
neſs, and vice our miſery: Tis probable, I fay, that this 
final ſentence depends on ſome internal ſenſe or feeling, Which 
nature has made univerſal in the whole ſpecies. For what 


1111 


elſe can have an influence of this nature? ? But in order to pave 
the way for fuch a ſentiment, and give a proper diſcernment 
of its object, tis often neceſſary, we find, that much reaſon- 
ing ſhould precede, that nice diſtinckions be made, juſt con- 
cluſions drawn, diftant compariſons formed, complicated rela- 


r 
} 111730 103 


tions examined, and general facts fixed and aſcertained, Some a 
ſpecies of beauty, eſpecially the natural kinds, on their Aſt 5 
appearance, command our affection and approbation; ; "and + 


where they 2 of this effect, 'tis impoſſible for any reaſoning: 
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to det their influence, or adapt them better to our tate 
and ſentiment. But in many $rders of beauty, particularly 
thoſe of the finer Arts, tis resale to employ much Teaſon= 
ing, in order to feel the proper ſentiment; and a falſe reliſh 
may frequently be corrected by argument and reflection. There 
are juſt grounds to conclude, that moral beauty partakes much 
of this latter ſpecies, and demands the aſſiſtance of our intellec- 
tual faculties, in order to > Sire it a ſuitable influence on the 
human mind. 


But though this . concerning the n W 
p morals, be extremely curious and important 'tis needleſs 
for us, at preſent, to employ farther care in our reſearches 
concerning it. For if we can be ſo happy, in the courſe of 
this inquiry, as to diſcover the true origin of moralg, it will 
then eaſily appear how far either ſentiment or reaſon enters 
into all determinations of this nature *. In order to attain 
this purpoſe, we ſhall endeavour to follow a very ſimple me- 
thod: We ſhall analyze that complication of mental qualities 
which forms what, in common life, we call PERSONAL 
MERIT: We ſhall conſider every attribute of the mind, 
which renders a man an object either of eſteem and 
affection, or of hatred and contempt; every habit or ſen- 
. timent or faculty, which, if aſcribed to any perſon, im 
plies either praiſe or blame, and may enter into any panegyric 
or ſatire of his character and manners. The quick ſenſibility 
on this head, which is ſo univerſal among mankind, gives a 
philoſopher ſufficient aſſurance that he can never be conſider- 
ably miſtaken in framing; the catalogue, or incur any danger of 
miſplacing the objects of his contemplation He need only 


- Son Appendix firſt, 
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enter into his o 
=- 
aſcribed. to him, and whether ſuch or ſuch an imputation would 
proceed from a friend or an enemy. The very nature of lan- 
guage guides us almoſt infallibly 3 in forming a judgment of this 


nature; and as every tongue poſſeſſes one ſet of words Which 
are taken ! in a good ſenſe, and another in the oppoſite, the leaſt 


acquaintance with the idiom ſuffices, without any reaſoning, to 
direct us in collecting and arranging the eſtimable or blameable 


qualities of men. The only object of reaſoning is to diſcover 


the circumſtances on both ſides which are common to theſe qua- 
ties; to obſerve that particular in which the eſtimable qua- 
lities agree on the one hand, and the blameable on the other; 
and from thence to reach the foundation of ethics, and find 
"thoſe univerſal principles, from which all cenſure Or approba- 


tion is ultimately derived. As this is a queſtion of fact, 


not of abſtract ſcience, we can only expect ſucceſs, by fol- 


lowing the experimental method, and deducing general 


maxims from a compariſon of particular inſtances. The 
other ſcientifical method, where a general abſtract principle 
zs firſt eſtabliſhed, and is afterwards branched out into a va- 
riety of inferences and concluſions, may be more perfect in 
itſelf; but ſuits leſs the imperfection of human nature, and is 
à common ſource of illuſion and miſtake in this as well as in 
other ſubjects. Men are now cured of their paſſion for hy- 


potheſes and ſyſtems in natural philoſophy, and will hearken 


to no arguments but thoſe derived from experience. "Tis 
full time that they ſhould attempt a like reformation | in all 
* Hou diſquiſitions ; and Jed every yſtem of ethics, however 
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We ſhall begin ourenquiry on this head b 
of the ſocial virtues, benevolence and juſtice. 


of them will probat 
may be accounted for. 
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H E R E is a principle, fuppoſed' to prevail among many, 


| praved diſpoſition; ſo in its turn it tends full further to encou- 


rage that depravity. This principle 18, that all benevolence i 18 


mere hypocriſy, friendſhip a cheat, public ſpirit a farce, fide- 
lity a ſnare to procure truſt and confidence; ; and that while all 


of us, at the bottom, purſue only. our private intereſt, : we wear 


theſe fair diſguiſes, in order to put others off their guard, and 
expoſe them the more to our wiles and machinations. What 
heart one muſt be poſſeſſed of who profeſſes ſuch principles, 
and who feels no internal ſentiment tliat belies ſo-pernicious a 
theory, 'tis eaſy. to imagine: And-alſo,, what degree of affec- 
tion and benevolence he can bear to a ſpecies, whom he repre- 
ſents under ſuch odious colours, and ſuppoſes ſo little ſuſceptible! 
of gratitude. or any return of' affection. Or if we will not 
aſcribe theſe principles wholly to a corrupted heart, we muſt, 


examination. Superficial reaſoners, indeed, obſerving many 


* 


11. 5 e falſe 


which i 1s utterly incompatible with all virtue or moral 
ſentiment; and as it can proceed from nothing but the moſt de- 


at leaſt, account for them from the moſt careleſs and precipitant 
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alte pteteness amn LAH eB 3 no y 
front reſttaiit in the wn ifpbſitiön might Uravw a ge cit 
Aud Hy Cbnelüfion, dat all 16 "Equally oothupted, nd kli 
Mek, fred from all other animals, hd“ inde Leck Front 1 al 
other ſpecies of exiſtence, admit of no degrees of good or by ry 
but are, in every inſtance, the ſame creatures, under different 5 
n and Wearances. VVV 1 
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There 3 18 another principle, fmewhar refembling the Bar, 3 
Which has been much inſiſted on by philoſophers, and has 
been the foundation of many a ſyſtem ; that whatever affec- 
tion one may feel, or imagine he feels for others, no paſſion i is, 
or can be diſintereſted; that the moſt generous friendſhip, . 
however ſincere, 18 4 modification of ſelf-love; and that, even 
unknown to ourſelves, we ſeek only our own gratification, 
while we : appear the moſt deeply engaged in ſchemes for the. 
Uberty and' Happineſs of mankind. By a turn of! imagination, 
by a refinement of reflection, by an enthuſiaſm of paſſion, | we. 
fem to take part in the intereſts of others, and i imagine our- 
ſelves divelted of att. ſelfiſh conſiderations : But, at bottom, 
the moſt | generous patriot and moſt nigardly miſer, the braveſt 
hero and moſt abject coward, have, in every action, an equal 
regard tc to their own | happineſs and welfare. E 


n ee e i OF 45 
Whoever enen from the amn day of this opi- 
ee thoft, who make profeſſion of it, cannot poſſibly 
feel the; true ſentiments of benevolence, or have any regard 
for genuine virtue; will often find himſelf, in. practice, very 
much miſtaken Probity and: honour were no ſtrangers tb 
HrzeURUs and his ſect, Ar rens and Hox AN ſeem to have 
emed from nature, and cultivated by reflection, as generous + 


3 1 . — 0 4 * 
3 N : ; ” 0 , 12 * ; | An d 4 F 
* L - s of - : 5 
* 


and frie nd d; itions as any — of the auſterer hogls 
And among the moderns, Hospzs, and. Lockx, who main: 
tained the. ſelfiſn ſyſtem of morals, lived moſt irreproachable 
lives; though the former lay not under any reftraint of Je. 
gion, which might ſupply the debe of his philoſophy. . 


An Eprevesantors Honmidr ready allows, that werd 
is ſuch a thing as friendſhip in the world, without hypocriſy 
or. diſguiſe; though he may attempt, by a philoſophical chy- 
miſtry, to reſolve. the. elements. of this paſſion, if I, may ſo 
ſpeak, into thoſe of another, and explain every affection to be 


i ſelf-love, twiſted and moulded, by a particular turn of ima 


hben into a variety of, appearances, But as the ſame turn 
of imagination prevails. not in every man, nor gives the £ ame 


* 


Argcllen s to the original paſſion ; this 18 ſufficient, Hen A ccord- 


abi 


man characters, and denominate one man virtyousand e 


$1918: ; 


| another vicious and meanly intereſted. I eſteem the. m 2 


Whole elf. loxe, by whatever means, is 10 1 to ive | 

buy; a concern for others, and render him ſerpy iceabl to fo , 
ciety; As 1 hate or deſpiſe him, who 88 no regard to any 
thing beyond his own gratifications and ene ments. In yai 


$3 4411 18 4 


would you ſuggeſt, that theſe x character rs, t thou hy ſeem ogly 


110 { 46 


oppolite, are, at bottom, the ſame, 17 70 that a very incon- - 


ſiderable turn of thoughts forms the whole difference between | 
them. Rach character, notwithſtanding theſe ihcenſiderable 


differences, appears to me, in practice, Pretty Mürade End 
untranſmutable. And I. find not in thi more thi Other 


ſubjects, that the natural ſentintents; ariſing from tlie general 


appearanoes of tliings, are eaſily deſtroyed by ſubtile reflections 
concerning the minute origin of theſe appearance iI oes wot- 
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| JAY B&H 0 N u. 
n Nis lively, chear rful cola r, "hb | count Nance ce inſpire me W 
cottplac cy ar an Dicature;,e 3.CY tradi leam from Philo- 


phy)" dike all difkekenee of complain 1 os from the moſt 
minute differences of thic knels, in the moſt, minute parts af 


P 
BEE SEC 


the {kin} by means of which a ſuperficies is qualified: to 


7 ih T7 K 


reflect one of h original iche % bn * d *the 
others?” itert s 


But, IN ihe ene 4 concerning the aa 3 or r partial 
falthneſs of man, be not ſo material, as is uſually imagined, 
to morality; and practice, it is certainly of conſequence, in the 


ſpeculative ſcience of human nature, and is a proper object of | 


curioſity and inquiry. It may not, therefore, be improper, in 
this Place, to beſtow a few reflections upon t e ln 108; 


x ” Y 
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The Fit” alice chheidn to the ſelfiſh hypotheſis, i is, that. 
as it is contrary to common feeling and our moſt unprejudiced 


notions; there is required the higheſt ſtretch of philoſophyt to 
eſtabliſh ſo extraordinary a paradox. To the moſt careleſs ob- 5 


ſeryer, there appear to be fuch diſpoſitions as benevolence and, 
generoſity; ſuch affections as love, friendſhip, compaſſion, 
gratitude. Theſe ſentiments have their cauſes, effects, oh- 


5 jects, and operations, marked i common language and ob- 
rar 30 94301 ems 

* Benevolence naturally divides into two kinds, the general and parlicular. erke fl) 
firſt is, where we have no friendſhip or connexion or, eſteem for the perſon; beriet! 
only a general ſympathy with him or a compaſſion for his pains, and a congratula- 
tion with his pleaſures. The other ſpecies of benevolence is founded on an opinion 
of virtue, on ſervices done us, or on ſome particular connexions. Both theſe r 
ments muft be allowed real in. human nature; but whether they will reſblvs into 
ſome nice confiderations 'of ſelf-love, i is a queſtion more curious than important. 
The former ſentiment, vil that of general genevolence, or humanity, or ſympathy, 1 
we ſhall have; oceaſion frequently to treat of in the courſe of this i inquiry; ; and 5 
aſſume it as real, from general experience, without any other Proof. 
8 8 an I ſervation, 
and 


au #9 N OLENGE 115 


ene and pint Rtigitied "Fm 1 he £4 Fl 
paſſhons:10And'as this 18 the b bl I 


muſt be ad red S010] 1 | 1135 P. fange of, bar 
it mitted; 4 till ſome mie Ey pothelis be diſcovered, which A 


by penetrating deeper into human nature, may prove wt 
former affections to be nothing but modifications « of the latter. 
All attempts of this kind have hitherto proved fruitleſs, 928 
ſeem to have proceeded. intirely from that love of fi mplicity,. 
which has been the ſource of much falſe reaſoning iti Philo- 
phy. I ſhall not here enter into any detail on the preſent! üb 25 
ject. Many able philoſophers, have ſhiown tlie inſuffſeieney of 
: theſe ſyſtems. "And I ſhall take. for granted what, I believe, he 
ſmalleſt reflection will make evident to every ĩmpartial W 


14 Tae 


£7 tag 0 85 olg eo 


But the nature of the übſect furniſkes the ſtrongeſt pre- 


ſumption, that: no better ſyſtem will. ever, forthe Fattre!! be 


invented, in order to account for the origim of tlie benevelent 
kfrön n the lein affections, and reduce all the various emotions 


of the Human | mind, to a· perſect ſimplicity. The caſe is not 
the fame in thi is ſpecies of philoſophy, ag in phyſics. Many at 
hypothefis 1s in nature, contrary to firft appearances, has been 
found, on more accurate ſerutiny, ſolid, and ſatisfactory. In- 
ſtances of chis kind are ſo frequent, that a judiciqus, as Well as 
witty Philoſopher &, has ventured to affirm, if there be more, 


than one way, in which any phænomenon may. be Produged, . 


10 JL 1 ns 1 


that there is a general preſumption for, its; ariſing from the” 
cauſes which are the leaſt obvious and familiar. -Birt"the pre-" 

ſumption always lies on the other ſide, iff AI ith es Ee.” 
cerring the origin of our paſſios, and g tlie internal pera-. 
tions of the human mind. The ſimpleſt and moſt Gbviods 


cauſe, which can there be: afligned. for _ Phenomenon; 481 pol T3 
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kayak "any 
Rm, 36" btiged is HAUSER to Tank wer. 
G6 alle refined "efleiohis; and S nrpete them Mefitial 
produGtion « of 2 any paſſion or emotion, we have real 
evifemely o on dur guard againſt fo fallacious an” Hypo 
Te affe zns are not ſuſceptible of any impreſſion from 
tefnemenis of reaſon or imagination; and 'tis always found; 
chat a a vigorous exertion of the latter faculties, necefſarilyy. 
from the narrow capacity of the human mind, deſtroys all acti- 
vity in the, former. Our pr edominant motive or intention is, 
indeed, frequently concealed from ourſelves, when! it is mingled 
and confounded with other motives which the mind, from 
vanity or ſelf=conceit, is deſirous of ſuppoſing more prevalent \ 
But, there i 18 no inftance, that a concealment of this nature has 
ever ariſen from the abſtruſeneſs and intricacy of the motive. 
A man, who has loſt a friend and patron, may fatter himſelf, | 
that all his grief ariſes from generous ſentiments, without any | 
mixture of narrow or intereſted conſiderations: But a man, 
that grieves for a valuable friend, who needed his patronage 
and protection; how ean we ſuppoſe, that his paſſionate ten- 
derneſs ariſes from ſome metaphyſical regards to a ſelf-intereſt, 
which has no foundation or reality | ? We may as well ima 
ine, that minute wheels and ſprings, like thoſe of a watch, 


give motion to a loaded waggon, as account for the origin of _ 
Os” from ſuch abſtruſe reflections, 5 


* 


Animals are ſcund ſuſceptible of kindneſs, both to their own 
ſpecies and to ours; nor is there, in this caſe, the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion of diſguiſe or artifice. Shall we account for all their ſen- 
time nts too, from refined deductions of ſelf-intereſt 2 Or if 
we admit a diſintereſted benevolence i in the inferior ſpecies, by 
what rule of analogy can we refuſe it in the ſuperior REF 
x 8 CP Love 


— 


£ om the Puts io Lu of x an appetite.” Tenderneſs 
in all ſenſible beings, is com monly able 
o counterbalance the ſtrongeſt motives of ſelf-love, and 

no manner of dependance on chat affection. What inte- 
"ds can a fond. mother have in view, who loſes her health by: 
aſſiduous attendance on her ſick child, and afterwards languiſhey, 
and dies of grief, when freed, by its death, from the Nlavery 
of that attendance ? . 


— 


18 gratitude no affection of the human breaft, or is that a. 
nt merely without any meaning or reality? Have we no 
ſatisfaction in one man's company above another's, and no de- 
fire of the welfare of our friend, even though abſence or death 
ſhould prevent us from all participation in it! ? Or what f is it 
commonly, that gives us any participation in it, even while 
_ alive and preſent, but our affection and 2 to.hm? 


| Theſc-and a thouſand other: inſtances. are macks of a ge- 
neral benevolence in human nature, where no real intare&d binds 
us to the object. And how an imaginary intereſt, know: 
ævowed for ſuch, can be the origin of any paſſion or emotior 
ſeems difficult to explain. No fatisfaftory hypotheſis of this 
kind has yet been diſcovered ; nor is there the ſmalleſt proba- 
bility, that the future induſtry of men will ever be atten 
with more favourable ſucceſs, asg. 


* 


But farther, if we conſider rightly of the matter, we ſhall 
Sad that the hypotheſis, which allows of a diſintereſted bene= 
volence, diſtinct from ſelt-love, has really more /. implicity in its 
and is more conformable. to the analogy of nature, than that 


which My: to reſolve all n and bumanity into thas 
Val. E K. ** a ITAS latter 
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latter, P ringiple. : Th ere AE: odily Wants or appetites, ack now 
leg every 0064 W191 weren preceds all ſenſual enjoy 
ment, an carry us directly to ſeek poſſeſſion of the object. 

| 185 e N 


5 Thus, hunger and thirſt have eating. and. drinking for their | 
end; T and from the gratification of theſe primary appetites ariſes 
a pleaſure, which may become. the object of another ſpecies of 

deſire or inelination, chat! is ſecondary and intereſted. In the 

ſame manner, there are mental paſſions, by which we are im- 
pelled immediately to ſeek particular objects, ſuch. as fame or 

| power, or. vengeance, without. any regard to intereſt; and when n. 

theſe objccts are attained, a pleaſing enjoyment enſues, as the 

conſequence of our indulged affections. Nature muſt, by the, 
internal frame and conſtitution of the mind, give an original 
propenſity t to fame, ere we can reap any pleaſure from that 
acquiſition, or purſue it from motives of ſelf-love, and 2 a de- 
ſire of happineſs. If I have no vanity, I take no delight in 
praiſe : If I be void of ambition, power gives me no enjoy- 
ment: Tf I be not angry, the puniſhment of an adverſary 1 is 

totally indifferent to me. In all theſe caſes, there is a paſſion, + 

which points immediately to the object, and conſtitutes it our 2 

good or happineſs; as there are other ſecondary paſſions, which 

afterwards ariſe, and purſue it as a part of our happineſs, when 

once it 1s conſtituted ſuch by our original affections. Were 5 

there no appetites of any kind antecedent to ſelf· love, that f 

propenſity could ſcarce ever exert itſelf; becauſe we ſhould, in 

that caſe, have felt few and ſlender pains or pleaſures, and Nie 
little OT 2 or r happineſs to avoid or to Pu 


Now es: is the difficulty of conceiving, that this may 
likewiſe be the caſe with benevolence and friendſhip, and that,, 


from the original frame of our dener, we ms feel a deſire of 
ther 
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ER chaypinels or good, G chz by micans of that affec-" 
tion, becomeꝝ our o good, and! 18 afterwards purſued, ; from 
the omhoined motives of benevolence and ſelf-enjoyment ? 
Who ſees not that ven geance, from the force alone of paſſion, 
may be ſo Gigerly purſued, as to make us knowingly neglect 
: every confideration of eaſe, intereſt, or ſafety; and, like bone 
vindictive animals, infuſe our very ſouls into the wounds we 
give an enemy *? And what a malignant philoſophy muſt 1 it 
be, that will not allow, to humanity and friendſhip, the ſame 
privileges, which. are indiſputably granted to the darker paſ- | 
ſions of enmity and reſentment? Such a philoſophy 1 is more 
like a fatyr than a true delineation or deſcription of human 
| nature; and may be a good foundation for paradoxical wit and : 


raillery, but 18 a YELY bad one for any lerious KR or rea- 1 
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It may, be eſteemed, perhaps, a ſuperſſuqus taſk to prove, 


1 711 


that the benevolent or ſofter affections are ESTIMABLE; as 
and wherever they appear, engage the approbation, and gogd- 
F r mankind. The epithets fociable, ood-natuy: ed, Humane, 1 


nee, 8 grateful, friend, gene raus, beneficent, (1 known in. 


„ | 6 4 $ 3 


all fanguages, and univerſally expreſs the higheſt merit, Which. 


DR $47 ©. 


human nature is capable of attaining. Where theſe amiable, 
Heel 


5 qualities; are attended with birth and power and eminent abi⸗ 


lities, and diſplay themſelves 3 in, the good government 0 or uſeful 


inſtruction of mankind, they ſeem even to raiſe the poſſeſfors 
of them above the rank of human IO " ahdFapproath them 
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bas When PER1CLES, | the great, ATHENIAN ſtateſman and ge- 
.:nexal, Was on his geath-bed, his ſurrounding friends, ditining 


bit now. änſenſible, began to \ indulge the hejr 122 för their 
IAEA gan 2 | 
:cEXPITANg; patron, by y, numersting his great qual alities and füc- 
5 . celles, chi Ks conqueſts, and victories, the unuſual length: Sf is 
1280 Winiſtratiggz and þ his nine trophies erected over the enendes 


;:of bg republic... Nr forgets exies the dying Pero, Who Rad 
heard gl q forget Abe n moſt eminent of my praiſes 65 wht ; 
un fa;purÞ-on, thoſe ul _ advantages, i in which el tue Nad 
u nhincipal fe a 1 gave pot her rved, that no cite has. 
aH, Ne gin pr. 1 ee, 3 


ae elk of kacke orcnaryi talent and ue che ſocial 
2212 l Es bes he” if Poſnble, still“ more eſſentially requiſite; ©. 
i e Eng Henan in'that cafe, to compenſate fun che 
t eb breſerbe the perſdn from our ſevereſt hatred, 
A1 a 7 74 ar Gao Ke aMbition, an denmtedlaanmge. 
5 18 apt, ſays CI cERO, in leſs perfect characters, io, Srgengrate 
. ee | ferocity,, 1 e pore, ſocial and ſofter virtues. 
chiefly 40 be regar arded, Theſe are 1275 good and 
ae M0 04 1 gary21g lib ai nd: Seide ot 5 
av Men donalds 300 bf 57 % dn k AE 
The principal advantage which Joves ner. diſcovers i in the 
"® extenſive capacity. of the human ſpecies, 18, that i it renders our 
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_alghe gen Rane charms. of 1 
2 | fuſfciently engage every 142 0 or che Hrſt apprehenſton of 


„them; and tis difficult to abtlain 0 ons Billy of panegyric, 
38% ofjen, a a8. ; they | occur it in N 4 OE 8 bour- 
at object, here 8 being more the ſpeculative ve; than He4racd A part 
f norals, it Will ſufßee to Tema "oli ela ae 


| heye, % be allowed) chat no qualities” ; more ticked to the 


We 01 
general good-will and approbation a mankitid, than benefi- 
cence and humanity, friendſhip and gr ratitüde, kittirat affe@tion. 


Aud Public ſpirit; or whatever dee un neh tender ſympathy 
With others, and a generous concern for our Kind and ſpecies. 


1119 


Tkeſe, wherever they appear, ſeem to transfuſe theml ph in: 

-2#4raltner;>into each beholder, and call ford, in ch ei own 

12 "2 Behalf che fame favourable 15 ee ſentiments, Wk Which 
"NETS GOTO? nt 2. eV * 24 21 

2 IV 1 tot bas (1 201. rg 4 50 . * e £ otat 


Une boog 2yavris. 916-910T 1 3d o Heiz. 919 
We may obſerve, that in diſp! aying the praiſes 0 


- mane, beneficent man, there is one cireumſtance en ever 
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| EOS, Alito be apy wn viz. the hap pineſs and been 


tot, Meted' tö ſbeicty From P e hn 0 
a Löber keene estate 9 Fl irs eiiears. Ttaraſelf” by Bis 


ifedus te fill moré than by; the con- 2 
nexions of nature. His children 1 never feel his authority, bu 

When employed, for their advantage. With him,; the ties of 5 
love are conſolidated by beneficence and friendſhip. The ties 

of friendſhip approach, in a fond obſeryanice of each obliging 
office, to thoſe of love and inclination. His domeſtics and de- 
pendants | have! in him a ſure reſource ; and no longer dread the | 
power of fortune, but ſo far as ſhe exerciſes it over him. From 


bim the hungry, receive food, the naked cloathing, the igno- 
rant and ſlothful {kill and ind). Like the ſun, . K to 


an inferior 
miniſter of e Ig > Rerh invigorates, and ſuſtains 
| "AS | A FEET 4 Kb! 3 Aion 
the ſurrounding world. I he aces 
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Ir Sn fred to tive bit e here of his activity 3 18 nar- 
'rower ; but his inffuenee is all“ benign and gentle, 1 exalted 


into a higher ſte _— r TIN: and e 5 the fruit gf, 
en dd r n key bah i: Wh; 
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As theſe topics. of praiſe never 121. to be employed, 3 with 
Hucceſs, where we. wopld inſpire eſteem for any one ; — it 
not thence be concluded,, that the, UTI LITY, reſulting! frota 

{the ſocial, virtues, toren at dealt, a part of their merit, and þ 


is one ſource of that Abe en, and regard ſo. e Paid : 
5 them. 1 AE ER. 80 rote 
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When we recommend even an animal! or OL as 555 eful ul md” 
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Beneficial, x we give At A applauſe and | recommendation fuited _ 
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to its nature. 85 on the ther Sack, reflection on the batie- 
ful influence of any of theſe e beings always inſpires us 
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; | pert: the {intivent!s of averſion. , e eye 18 pleaſed with the - 
proſpe& of corn-fields and loaded. viney ards ; horſes; grazing. ; 
and flocks paſturing : But flies the view of Maat ad em 1 


affording ſhelter to wolves and lerpents, oo 
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A machine, a pico bf furniturs}* a Wed ah |: Mite, well” 
contrived for uſe and conveniency, is ſo far beautiful, and i 18 
contemplated with pleaſure and approbation. An experienced 
eye is here ſenſible to min ee Which eſcape perſons 


ignorant and uninſtructed. ö ene i e 
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1 any 19985 e he 6041 in ada of A orafaiſion,! ſuch-. 
as merchandize or manufacture, than to obſerve the advan- 
tages Which it procures to ſociety 2, And is not a monk and 
inquiſitor neh when we treat his adde {AS uſeleſs. or n, a 


cious to mankind ? 13 in e 
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The hiſtorian exults 3 in OT its benefit ariſing "OM 
val labours., The Writer of romances. alle viates or denies the 


bad conſequences aſcribed to has manner roof compoſition. Fein 


In general, What praiſe 18 implied i in the e Frag uf 
= 3 What reproach f in the contrary! es 


Your Gods, ſays Creero®, in opbaticntt 0 the . 2 5 
s, cannot juſtly claim any worſhip or uderatioh, with What- 
ever , perfections you may ſuppoſe them endowed. 


They are totally uſeleſs and inactive. Even the Egyptians, | >, 
whom you ſo much Ty never conſecrated any. animal but 


on account ol its utlity, . 755 SLRs Ta Sr I. , iy Rn! W 
jy 1 . 
The 8 aſſert f, bak abſurdly, that the origin of . 
* 436 'S 


all religious worſhip was derived from the "utility of inanimate. 
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either in Phileſophy or common n, life, concerning f 
of duty, the queſtion cannot, by any means, be 


greater certainty, than by aſcertaining, on any fad de, 


ad. If any falſe 
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E affairs; - we rettadh our firſt ſentiments, and adjuſt anew. 
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© - Giving alme to common . is naturally 
relief to the diſtreſſed ; and 


ne we ene the encouragement. thence 
and debauchery, we regard that ſpecies £ 
weakneſs than a virtue, 
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« appellamus, tum conventicula hominum, duæ poſtea civitates, nominate fant „tum 
2 domicilia conjuncta, quas urbes e & divino & humang j jure, me- 
% nibus 


uch n;of, human nature could ger exiſt, 
or if it die ould, continge. la long einer erte 
. a;ftate,, may quitiy be doubted. Men are neceſ 


a family-ſociety, at leaſt; and are 3 up hy th 5 f Parents 


to ſome rule of conduct and behaviour. But this muſt be 


admitted, that if ſuch a ſtate of mutual wär and violened was 
ever real, the ſuſpenſion of all laws of juſtice, from thei? 


abſolute iüutility, 1s a heceffary and' infallible” conſequence. 
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The, mar r vary, our, vi ws of human ute, and the, nemer 
more ſhall we be convinced, that "the origin þ here aſſigned for 
| the virtue of Juſtice | is real and ſatisfactory. _ F 
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& "Were "= a peckey: of 1 hte men; 
which, thoü gh rational, were poſſeſt of ſueh inferior ſtreng thz 
both of body and mind, that they were incapable” of all reſiſt- 
ants, and could never, upon the higheſt provocation, Make us 


foel the effects of their reſentment; the neceſſary conſequenoe, 


I think, is, that we ſhould be bound, by the laws of huma- 


nity, to give gentle uſage to theſe creatures, but ſhould not, 
1 bog lie under any reſtraint of juſtice with regard 


nor could they nh any right ot property, Exclu- 


to ch 0 >. 9393510} 

fins is ſuch. ar bitrary lords. Our intexconrſe with them could 
nat be called ſociety, hic Lapitolenaaligree-df-pquality's but 
abſohite command on the one ſide, and ſervile obedience on the 
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40 b. „ nikil tam interelt quam J US atque VIS. Horum utro 66 nefitmis; Wrero 
% Seen. Vim volumus extingui: ? Jus valeat neceſſe eſt, id elt, judicia, qui- 
4 2 7 omne jus continetur. Judicia diſplicent, aut nulla ſunt ? Vis dominetur 4 ne- 
ente en Hee Yident omnes.“ ' Pro. Sext. L 42 +ig . 
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for his own -prefervation, and for: the Propagation o of hig 
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| oneblſtobth che ol demire-bly hbrich ihey bold'itlieir 2 
wonsu Quycenipation' and kindnefs/the only check. hy whioh: 
they curb ub la wleſs i 0bwill: 7 Antag incbnneniende ear 
reſults from the enerciſe of 3 power ſo firmly ſeſtabliſſied tin. 
ture; tlie reſtraintg of juſtice and property, being totally 


helfe, would newer have * in:fb-unequalis cn Aederac y- 


Hotaini m 0 ttt jc oh 
This 18 plainly the f. tuation of men, with regard animals; 


and how far theſe may be aid to poſſeſs. reaſon, I; leave it to. 


otheis to determine. The great ſuperiority of cixilixed EvRro-- 
BEANS above barbarous IN DIANS, tempted ais to imagine ur- 


ſelves on the ſame footing! with regard to: them; ant made us 
throw off all reſtraints of juſtices and even of humanity, in 
dur treatment of them! In many nations, the female ſex are 
reduéed to Hke flævery, and" are rendered ineapable of all pro- 
petty, in oppoſitibn to their lordly maſters. But though:-the 


males, when united, haveß in all countries, bodily force ſuffi-. 


tent to maintain this ſevere! tyranny ; yet fach are the inſinua 
tion, addreſs,” and  Harms'of their fair companibns, that they 


| are commonly Able Lore the confederacy, and ſhare With. 


the other DIES in all tlie fi Shts and privileges of ſociety. 511 50 
inn 3 5 on I Holst T1t) fl} .BQOLZ 5 

tuman. ſpecies: Hamed, by natyre.as that 15 
ain hal poſeſt 1 within, himſelf every facul e ite 2 A 
Were all ſociety and intercourſe cut off between. — 22 dls, 
by the primary intention of the ſu nt Creator: It ſeems 


evident, that fo ſolitary. a being w would be as much incapable 
of juſtice, 38:;9f vſpcial,,giſcaurle and converſation. Where 
mutus) regards and forbearance ſerve. to vo purpoſe, they would . 

renee die e of ny abe, The h. dons 
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utüre v6ndflquincgs:o An Nenn is dH fuppeſed to love 2 1 
nim ſelf alone and todepenticonly. birhimſclf and his] alle © 
vity for ſafety andihappineſs,; he would, on every men, 4p 15 
tlie utmoſt of his power, challenge the. preference above gyery 
ather being, to nong of which he:ig neun. r 


of nature or of intereſt. | 
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91 But fobgllo rene neben 0 the ſexes to be eſtabliſhed;ia 
nature, a family immediately ariſes and particular rules being 5 FP. 
found requiſite for its ſubſiſtener, theſe are immediately em- 
braded though without comprehentlingethecr ther reſt of mankind 
within their preſcriptions. Suppoſe, that ſaveral families, unite 
together into ons ſociety, which: is totally disjoined from all 
others; the fuſes which preſervef peace: anf order, enlarge 
themſelveb to the utmoſt extent of that ſociety; but being 
chen entirely uſcleſa, loſe their force when carrigd. one ter | 
a _ tain a kind of. intereourſe for mutual convenience and adyany 
tage, the boundaries of juſtice ſtill grow: larger, in ꝓroportion 
do the largeneſs of , men's. views, and the force of their mutual . 


connexions. Hiſtory, experience, reaſon | ſuſficiently inſtru. | = 
us in this batte phogtels'bÞ Hitman atittente and i me. | 
2220 adual en creaſe 0 3 Gur 9 in proportion 45 de | 5 „„ 1 

eso led udinted with extenſive welt of "Wat victde, 24 10k —_— 
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thonld be — but the rules, ihne 


the des eee . e 
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power of doing good, proportioned 40 his inclination. In * 


execute ſuch a law; ſo great is the uncertainty of merit, both 


individual, that no determinate rule of conduct would ev 


but the civil magiſtrate very juſtly puts theſe ſublime: theoriſts 


object of al 


the ſeparation, are ſuch as can beſt be contrived to ſerve fartt 
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1 all fu ppoſe, WD a creature, | poſſeſſed o. keaſef, bl 
ee with human nature, deliberates with Min 
What RULES of juſtice or property would beſt promote 
public intereſt, and eſtabliſn peace and ſecurity among man- 
kind : His moſt obvious thought would be, to aſſign the naß 
poſſeſſions to the moſt extenſive virtue, and give every one the 


perfect theocracy, where a being, infinitely intelligent, governs 
by particular volitions, this rule would certainly, have place, 
and might ſerve the wiſeſt purpoſes: But were mankind to 


from its natural obſcurity, and from the ſelf-conceit- of each 


bf 
reſult from it; and the total diſſolution of ſociety mult be che 
immediate conſequence. Tanatics may ſuppoſe, hat dominion 
25 founded on grace, and that ſumts alone inherit the earths, 


on the ſame footing with common robbers, and teaches them 
by the ſevereſt diſcipline, that a rule, which, in ſpeculation; 


may ſeem the moſt advantageous to ſociety; * Log be Foundy' 
in practice, totally pernicious and deſtructive. 0 babe 


That there were religious fanatics of this kind in BNGL u 
deing the civil wars, we learn from hiſtory; though tis 
probable,” chat the obvious tendency of theſe principles excited 
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5 


they are a the 


hes ele ee claimed an equal diſtribution of property, 
were a kind of political fanatics, which aroſe from the religi- 


ous ſpecies, and more openly avowed their pretenſions; a8 | 
: carrying a more: plauſible appearance, of being e in 


themſelves, as well ag uſeful to human faciety.. 2 


= — X 4 


It ww; A ed be Confelled, that natüte Ac. 0 Uberal i. 
mankind,” that were all her preſents equally divided among 'the; 
ſpecies, and improved by art and induſtry; every SE een 
would enjoy all the neceſſaries, and even moſt of the conifotts; 
of life; nor would ever be liable to any ills; but ſuch as might 
aceidentally ariſe from the ſickly frame and conſtitution of his). 
body. It muſt” alſo be confeſſed, that, wherever we depart 
from this equality, we rob the poor of more ſutisfactiom than 
we add to the rich, and chat the flight gratification of a fri- 
volous vanity; in one individual, frequently coſts more than 
bread to many families, and even provinces. It may appear 
withal, that the rule of equality, as it would be highly / ul, 
18 not altogether impracticable; but has taken place, at leaſt, 


in an imperfect degree, in ſome republics; ; particularly that of 


SPARTA ;2 where it was attended, as tis ſaid, with the moſt 
beneficial conſequences. Not to mention that the AcRABRIAN. 
laws ſo frequently claimed in Ro ME, and carried to execution 


in many GREEK. eities, proceeded, all of them, from a general. 


idea of the utility of this principle,;.. KO LTTRY YI 8 10 N Singen 


4 


wo” hiſtorians, and even common ſens may infonm us, - 


that however ſpecious theſe: ideas of perfed equality may ſeem. 


tom, impr adticable 40890 ere they; 
fort | | 1 = 
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„er at leaſt coneeal their tenets. Perhaps, 
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£ Koen s — welt — you reduce ſociety to the extremeſt | 


irdigence; and inſtead of preventing want and beggaryina 
few, render It unavoidable to the whole community. The moſt 
'rigorobs' Inquift tion too, is requiſite to watch every itichua- | 
"lity on its firſt appearance; and the moſt ſevere jurifdition, to 

punim and redreſs it. th But belides, that fo much a uthority - 
muſt ſoon degenerate into tyranny, and be exerted with "Seat 
| | partialities; ; Who « can poſſibly 12 pollelſed of | 1 „ in fuel af by 
ation as is here ſuppoſed ? ? Perfect equality of politt 
deſtroying all ſubordination, weakens extremely the authority 


of magiſtracy, wad muſt reduce all power nearly to a level, as 
Wifi ke acl adi HO Ts og. ef Dare N 


We may Sitllde therefore, that, in order to eſtabliſni laws 
for the regulation of property, we muſt be acquainted with 
the nature and fituztdion” of mah z mit reject appearamees, 
which may be falſe, though ſpecious ; "and mult fearch for 
thoſe rules, which are, on the whole, moſt 1 cful and e 
feial. Vulgar ſenſe and light experience are ſufficient fo 
purpoſe; where men give not wal to too an "hk ity, 


extenſive enthuſiaſm, o WIG tity! q * | 


Who ſees hot, for intfiarice; that whatever is produced or 
Amtes by man's art and induſtry, ought, for ever, to be 


: \ſeruted to him, in order to give encouragement t to fuch "ue / 


"4 5Bits' 3nd accompliſhments | ? That the prop rty ought 
deſcend to children and relations, for the ſame 4% 2 purged? 
That it may be alienated by conſent, in order to beget that 


-cothmette- 
— chav . 
to be fulfilled, in orde: 
n the general intergf! of und n fry" 
e f un „ 184 ; unsinn! 
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tet ft... e, ij 7 Ra ef a; eg 11 39 ien 1 0 

xamine the writers on the Jaws of. nature ; and von qu will 
always find, that whatever principles they { ſet out with, „ they 
are ſure to terminate here at laſt, and to aſſign, as che ulti - 
mate reaſon. : for every rule which they eſtabliſh, the conyeni- 
"mf and neceſſities of mankind.” -A conceſſion thus extorted, 


N { 
? | 


an oppoſition to ſyſtems, has more avabority than if it had 


n made in proſecution of them. HR e ee cds 


VV af 17 


hat other reaſon, hadckd; could writers ever give,” why 
this muſt be mine and that ours; . fince uninſtructed nature, 


ſurely⸗ neyer made any ſuch diſtinction ? The objects, which 


- Ro e thoſe, appellations, are, of themſelyes, foreign to us; 5 
5 are totally disjoined and ſeparated from us; and nothing 


ou 


we general intereſts, of ſociety Lan form the connection. FT 


Sometimes the intereſts of ſociety may require a rule of iſtics 
in a particular caſe; but may not determine any particular rule, 
4 among Teveral,” Which are all equally beneficial... In that caſe, 
the ſlighteſt analogies are. laid hold of, in order to prevent that 


ffere ace and ambiguity, which would be the ſource of per- 
petual, di üllentions. „Thus poſſeſſion, alone, and fixſt poſſeſſion, 


_ bs. ſuppoſed to, convey property, where. no body, elſe has any 
and pretenſion. | Many of the reaſynings of 


Precedent clay 
lawyers ar are of this analogical nature, and, 
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| Public intexeſt a diſtinction, which had been eftablithed for the 
fake of. at intereſt elt? The lafety of the Pe cople is the ſupreme 


Jaw: A All particular laws. are ſubordinate to 1 and dependant 
on it: And i, in the commn courſe of things, they be fol- 
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12 and regarded +72 becauſe the public fafety and 
intereſt, N e 10 e. equal al and impartial an admini- 
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„Sometimes both nile and N fail, and leave che Taws 
of juſtioe in total uncertainty. Thus tis highly 1 5 
1 ond or long poſſeſſion Thould' convey property; 
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but what pumber of. days. or months.or years ſhould be füll 
vient for that e tis impoſſible for reaſon alone to deter- 
mine. Ci laws here ſupply the place of the natural code, 
and affgt n differe rent terms for preſcription, according to the | 
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Ulfferent utilities, propoſed: by the legiſlator. Bills of f exchang 
and promiſſory notes, by the laws. of moſt countries, Nele 
ſooner than bonds. and Wange and conträcts of of A a more 
formal NATE 4 4A 102401 i reer, H OR read 00 dk Wb 
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An general, e ray obfervt, ar all queſtions of property 
are ſubordinate to the authority of civil laws, W 
reftrain, modify, and alter the rules of natural juſtice, aceord- 
. ing to. the, particular convenience. of each community...” "The 

.  laws- have, or oughit to have, a conſtant. reference to the, gon- 


| Rittitibn' of government, che manners, che elimate, the reli- 
: gion, the commerce, the ſituation of each ſociety. x K late 
author-of genius, as well as learnin; g. has. proſecuted thi | 9 lyb= 
. jet at large, and has eſtabliſhed, from theſe poncpes 17 
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103 The , UEfiric. de „ 1 This wenn writer, FIAT ſets out with 
a \ different theory, and ſappoſes all right to: be founded on tertain rappen or rela- 
tions; which is a ſyſtem, that, in my opinion, never will reconcile with true phiſo 
7 oF ather Ma QLEBRANCHE, ag far AS I can learn, was the. firſt that ſtarted 
"this abfiract theory of morals, which was afterwards adopted by Dr. Cobb rn. 
Dil Ok?! and others; and as it excludes/ alt fentiment, and pretends to found 
every thing on reaſon, it has not wanted follewers in this philofophic age! See 
Section 1. aud Appendix 1 1. With regard to juſtice, the vartue here treated of, t 
inference againſt this theory ſeems ſhort and concluſive,” Pripetky i 15 10d to be 
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' hall ond, that theſe caſes, inſtead of Objeckions, are confirmations, 15 the ey 
delivered above. Where a civil law is ſo perverſe as to .crols all the inteteſts of {oi 
2 loles all its authority, and men Judge 'by the ideas of natural al Juſtice, % which are 
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endant on civil laws; civil laws are allowed to! have un jotliex foukdatioh of their 
Aurhority, and no other object, but the intereſt of ſociety: This therefore muſt be 
that our 
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Hdetutibn;; nothing can appear mort whimfical, unnaturalz und 
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But i theſe ſpecies of food be examined by the ſenſes, of light, 
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ſme el "or vets, or ſerutinized by the ſciences, of chymiſtry, 


medicine, 0 or r. phyſics; no difference is ever found betw f 
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them and any other ſpecies, nor can that preciſe circumſtance 


be pitched on, which may afford a juſt foundation for the rell. 


Sious paſſion. A fowl on Thurſday i is lawful food; n Friday, 


abominable: Eggs in thus hauſe, and in this dibceſel are per- 
mitted during Lent 9a hundred paces farther, to eat them isa 
damnable ſin. This earth or building, veſtetday, was Profbne; 1 

to day, by che muttering of certain words, it has) become 
ren ſacred. Such reflections as theſe, in the mouth of a 
philofopher, bone may ſafely ſay, are too obridus to have any 
Influence; becauſe they muſt! always, to every man, Gch at 
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ſeience, he will not, by the moſt accurate enquiry dindoany 
foundation for the differenee made hy. moral ſentiment; ot hmay 


lawfully nouriſh myſelf from this tree; but the fruit of:another 


of the ſame ſpecies, ten paces off, tis criminal for me to 
(Guckt Had 1 worn this apparel an hott ago, 1 had mer erited 
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But Werebiürk this aniterialiiGettnes between /ſuperfatzon and 
Juſtices: that the former is#rryolous,: uſeleſs, aul hairdenſome; 
the latter ãs abſolutely} requifite tor theowell-beingiof mankind 
and exiſtence nee When we'abftratt from this ch 
Nance! (Fur tis tio apparent evtr to be bverloed) dit quilt be 
ednfeſſodenthat all ropatds to right and quopertyy1fetricintitely 
Without foundation, cas much ab the: greſſeſt -and mdſtowilgar 


ſuperſtition,” Were che inteteſts of ſociety-howile concerted, 
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che obligation of a pores (for the fame reaſoning extends to both) but the will 
muſt be expreſſed by wortli f ſigtis, in order to impoſe a tye upon any man. Tue 
expreſſion, being once brougkt in as ſubſervient to the will, on beebmes the prin- 
eipal part of the promiſe; nor will a man be leſs bound by his word, though he 
ſecretly give a different direction to his intention; and with-hold the aflent! of his 
mind. But though the expreſſion makes, on moſt occaſions, the Whole of the pro- 
. free it does not always ſo; and one who ſhould make uſe of any exproſion, of 
Which he knows not the meaning, and Which he uſes without any ſeute of the con- 
ſequences, would not certainly be bound by it. Nay; though he know its meaning, 
Vet. if he uſes i it in jeſt only, and with ſuch ſigns as ſhow, evidently; that he, has no ſeri- | | 
dus intention of binding himfelf, he would not lie under any obligation of perfor- 
| mance 3 but 'tis neceſſary, that the words be a perfect expreſſion of the will, without 
any contrary ſigns. Nay, even this we muſt not carry ſo far as to imagine, that one, 
whom, by our quickneſs of underſtanding, we conjecture, from certain ſighs, to have 
an intention of deceiving us, is not bound by his expreſſion or verbal Promiſe, if we 
"Accept of it; but muſt Himit this: concluſion to thoſe caſes where the ſigns are of 4 22 
a5 nature om thoſe of i All thoſe ee are eaſily accounyer for, 
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any other hypotheſis. 
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"Tis remarkable, that the moral decifions of the 7 fate and other relaxed. 0 


7 
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were. commonly formed in proſecution of ſome ſuch ſubtilties of reaſoning:a5 are ba 


pointed « out, and proceeded a as much from the habit of ſcholaſtic Tefinemer it as fro m any 
corruption of the heart, if we may follow the authority of Monſ. BAYLE, See his di 
5 , Onary, 4 article LovoLa, And why has the indignation of mankind roſe o high eg 
iheſe caſuiſts;, $3. but becauſe every one perceived, that human ſociety could not ſubſilt 
bib ſuch pradtces authorized, and chat morals muſt always be handled with a View 
195 ublic intereſt, more than philoſophical Tegularity ? If the ſecret direQion of He 
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modern 1Mes ; as the league has here a peculiar utultty, the 
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con tions of union have! a peculiar ſacrednels and "authority, 
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and a violation of them would be equally criminal, or even 
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more criminal, chan a private injury or injuſtice, " 


ay > 


3 * ' Bo 5 


21115 1d, bot ls9 0 1 100%, 813 


The long 5 helpleſs 8 of water the com- 
bina tion of parents for the ſubſiſtence; of their young); and 


that bombination requires the virtue f CH ASTTT Vor 


fidelity to the marriage bed. Without ſuch an urility, it will 
reddily be owned, that ſuch a virtue would never have been 
thought off. 10 f JIE) 191. 70 500 fil bbs NIN J Haid 
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admit f n daubt, here publie utility is concerned; Which 1s, PLAT9'S meaning. 

And indeed to what other purpoſe do all the ideas of chaſtity and modeſty ſerve ? 

NiF8 utile eff quod facimus, fruſtra eft gloria, ſays PHADRUS, Kae ron Baarews 2 
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from them chan thoſein the flower 6fithgitlyoutl adi brautyr | 
_ Gemral rules are often extended beyondithe prindiplegi whence: 5 1 

they frſt ariſe; and thi holds in all matters of, taſte and ſen- | l 

timent. Ts, a vulgar tory at Parts, that « during the the | Fage H 

of, the Mi$$4554PPL, a a hump-backed, fellow Welk: ov every | 

into the RyE DE Qu1NeBwror, Where the \ ock- 1 Jobe 1 


met in great crowds, and was well paid for 4 allowin g chem 15 

make ny of his hump as a deſk, in order to, ſign Gra oy | 

tracts upon it. Would the fortune Which he raiſed by t | 

invention make him a handſome fellow; though it be conffſt, 

that perſonal beauty ariſeʒ very much from ideas of utility? . 

The imagination is influenced by aſſociations of ideas; Which 
chough they ariſe at firſt from the judgment, are! not eaſily 
altered by every particular exception that oeh, lou 
which we may add, in the preſent caſe of chaſtity, that. cht; 
| example of the old would be pernicious to the young ; ; and 
that. women continually thinking that a Certain time wo 0 

bring t them the liberty of indulgence, | would naturally de 


that period, and think more bghtly of © is Whole Ow 10 re- 
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OE Og ite ſame family Habe play frequent nt op- 
portumties of licence of this kind, that nothing cauld preſerve 
purity” of matters, were marriage allowed among the neareſt 
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relations, or were any intercourſe. of love between them ra- 
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might marry a a half-Gſter by the father, but not by the mot her ? 
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Plainly an. 'The manners'ef the ATHENIANS were (o re⸗ 
ſerved, that a man was never permitted to approa 
men's apartment, even in the ſame family, unleſs where he 
viſited his own mother. His ſtep-mother and her children 
were as much ſhut up from him as the women of any other 
family, and there was as little danger of any criminal correſ- 
pondence between them. Undles and nieces, for a like reaſon, 
might marry at ATHENS; but neither theſe, nor half-bro- 
chers and ſiſters, could contract that alliance at Roms, where 
the intercourſe was more open between the ſexes, | Public 
re is the cauſe of all theſe variations. 8 


To repeat, to a man's n = any Gan eſcaped him 
in private converſation, or to make any ſuch uſe of his private 
letters, is highly blamed. The free and ſocial intercourſe of 
minds muſt be extremely checked, where no ſuch rules of 28 
lity are cliabliſhed. 


Een in repeating ſtories, whence we can ſee no il conſe- 
7 quences to reſult, the giving one's authors is regarded as a 
piece of indiſcretion, if not of immorality. Theſe tories, in 
paſſing from hand to hand, and receiving all the uſual varia- 

tions, frequently come about to the perſons concerned, and 
produce animoſities and quarrels among people, whoſe inten- 
tions are the moſt innocent and inoffenfive, 


To pry into, ſecrets, to open or even read the letters of 
others, to play the ſpy upon their words and looks and actions: 
what habits more inconvenient in ſociety | ? YER habits, of 
conſequence, more : blameable ? 
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and good correſpondence 1 in lociety.. But in places of. gener: 


though caſual concourſe, where the Purſuit. of. health and le | 
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ſure brings people promiſcuouſſy together,, public. conyeniency 
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Has 1 with this maxim and cuſtom-there promotes an 


| han "dropping a 8 different intaneg, 
eee of-mannant videid ai ente 
CCC 
"Intereſts of the- 
| general, ſociety, there are required certain rules, Which a ſpecies b 
of, falſe honour, as well as Private intereſt, engages the members : 
to obſerve. p Robbers and pyrates, it has often been remarked, 
could, Bot. n maintain their pernicious confederacy, did they not 
M ea W Aigen jubice, among een and r 


moſt immoral, and the 1 deſtructive to W 
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ſt of mankind. . A. ana ee F ee 


Lhate a drinking companion, ſays the GREEK proverb, who ; 
never Lörgets“ The follies of the laſt debauch ſhould be buried I 


iff wteriiaÞ6bIivion,” in order t0 give full Kobe to che follies Gr. 


tlie U L 440 0 3M 4h 45) MASK ICAL, 1.45635. 8 11080 IEAW 
| Vs [ m91'$ 4g" ll af nnn e ui! telt 


Among nations; ivlneee an rare gallantry, if covered 
Wr thin veil of. myſtery, is, in ſome degree, authorized by 
Vor. II. 5 a ER. — cuſ om, 


, Aae imm ey 4708 a ſet of val; Alb for 
the ebtveniency of that attachment.” The famous court ar 
Par ament of love in PROVE NOM decided ferner AHedifff 
Kult Gaſes of this nature? deen e eee 2s eee 


Sen * we e 8h ee me are he 
3 ſocieties for riley. there are laws required for the conduct 


of the" game, and theſe laws ire fferent in eMh prides The | 
foundation, FE own, of ſuch ſocieties is ; frivol6tus% ad laws 

ate, in a great meaſure, though not altogether, caprictgus and 
arbitrary. So far is there a material · difference between them 
and the rules of juſtice, fidelity and loFalty. The general ſd- 
cieties of men are abſolutely requiſite fr thẽ fubſiſtence of tHe | 
ſpecies; and the public conveniehcy, which- regatates morals, 
is inviolably eſtabliſhed in the nature df Man, and of the 
world, in which he lives. The compariſon, ther efore, in theſe 
reſpects, is very imperfect. We may only. learn from i it the 


q 
neceſſity of rules, wherever men have any intercourſe With each 

| N I'S. 
other. : 


Tu 1 
They cannot even paſs each other on the road without rules. 
Waggoners, coachmen, and poſtilions have principles, by 
which they give way; and theſe are chieffy founded on mutual 
eaſe. and convenience. Sometimes alſo they are arbitrary, at 
leaſt dependent on a kind of capricious . like many of . 
che reaſonings of Wen No Res ER 29 S19T | 
* That the lighter machine Yields to the heavier, and, in inackites of the ſame 
kind, that the empty yields to the loaded; this rule is founded bn convenience. 
That thoſe who-are going to the capital take place of thoſe who are coming from it} 


this ſeems to be founded on ſome idea of the dignity of the-great city, and of the 
Preference of the future to the paſt. From like reaſons, among foot-walkers, the 


Tight-hand intitles a man to the wall; and prevents Joſtlings which peaceable people 
* very difagreeable and inconvenient. 
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WHY UTILITY PLEASES. 


PAT 1 


| ſeems ſo natural a thought to aſcribe to their utility the 
praiſe which we beſtow on the ſocial virtues, that one would 
expect to meet with this principle every where in moral writers, 
as the chief foundation of their reaſoning and inquiry. In 


common life, we may obſerve, that the circumſtance of utility 


is always appealed to; nor is it ſuppoſed, that a greater eulogy 
can be given to any man, than to diſplay his uſefulneſs to the 
public, and enumerate the ſervices which he has performed to 
mankind and ſociety. What praiſe, even of an inanimate 


form, if the regularity and elegance of its parts deſtroy not 


its fitneſs for any uſeful purpoſe ! And how ſatisfactory an 
apology for any diſproportion or ſeeming deformity, if we can 
ſhow the neceſſity of that particular conſtruction for the uſe in- 
tended ! A ſhip appears infinitely more beautiful to an artiſt, 
or one moderately ſkilled in navigation, where its prow is wide 
and ſwelling beyond its poop, than if it were framed with a 


preciſe geometrical regularity, in contradiction to all the laws 


of mechanics. A building, whoſe doors and windows were 


exact ſquares, would hurt the eye by that very proportion; as 


ll 


_ WHY UTILITY r PLEASES. 293 
III adapted to the figure of a human creature, for whoſe ſervice 
the fabric was intended. What wonder then, that a man, 
whoſe Habits and conduct are- hurtful- to ſociety, and dange- 
rous or pernicious to every one who has an intercourſe with 
him, ſhould, on that account, be an object of diſapprobation, 


and communicate to every ſpectator the ſtrongeſt ſentiments of 
diſguſt and hatred "Ye 


"aa perhaps the Aifficuley of accounting for theſe effects of 

uſefulneſs or its contrary, has kept philoſophers from ad- 
mitting them into their fyſtems of ethics, and has induced them 

rather to employ any other principle, in explaining the origin 
of moral good and evil. But 'tis no juſt reaſon for rejecting 
any principle, confirmed by experience, that we cannot give a 
ſatisfactory account of its origin, nor are able to reſolve it into 
other more general Principles. And if we would employ : a 


we ought not to imagine, becauſe an inanimate object may be uſeful as well e as 
a man, that therefore it ought alſo, according to this ſyſtem, to merit the appellation 
of wirtuous, The ſentiments, excited by utility, are, in the two caſes, very diffe- 
rent; and the one is mixed with affection, eſteem, approbation, &c. and not the 
other. In like manner, an inanimate object may have good colour and proportions as 
well as a human figure. But can we ever be in love with the former? There are a 
numerous ſet of paſſions and ſentiments, of which thinking rational beings are, hy 
: the original conſtitution of nature, the only proper objects: And though the very 
ſame qualities be transferred to an inſenſible, inanimate being, they will not excite 
the ſame ſentiments. The beneficial qualities of herbs and minerals are, indeed, 
ſometimes called their vir#zes ; but this is an effect of the caprice of language, which 
ought not to be regarded i in reaſoning. For though there be a ſpecies of approba- 
tion attending even inanimate objects, when beneficial, yet this ſentiment is ſo weak, 
| and fo different from what is directed to beneficent magiſtrates or ſtateſmen, that they 
-ought not to be ranked under the ſame claſs or appellation. 


A very ſmall variation of the object, even where the ſame qualities are preſerved, 
ill deſtroy a ſentiment. Thus, the fame beauty, transferred to a different ſex, ex- 
cites no amorous paſſon, where nature is not extremely perverted, 


| little 
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 Htlle thought on the preſent ſubject, we neat: he at ko-lofh. ws 
account for the influence of utility, and to deduce it from 
principles, the moſt Know and avowed in human, nature. * 


* 


From the 0 uſefulneſs of the ſocial Flt it : 24 
ceadily been inferred by ſceptics, both. ancient and modern, 
that all moral diſtinctions ariſe from education, and were, at 
firſt, invented, and afterwards encouraged. by the art of po- 
iticians, in- order to render men tractable, and ſubdue their 
natural ferocity and ſelfiſhneſs, which incapacitated them for 
ſociety. This principle indeed of precept and education, muſt 
be ſo far owned to have a powerful influence, that it may fre- 
quently increaſe or. diminiſh, beyond their natural ſtandard, 
the ſentiments of. approbation or diſlike; and may even, in. 
particular inſtances, create, without any natural principle, a 
new. ſentiment. of this kind; as is evident in all ſuperſtitious. 
practices and obſervances: But that all moral affection or. diſ- 
like ariſes from this origin, will never ſurely be allowed by any 
judicious inquirer. Had nature made no ſuch diſtinction, 
founded on the original conſtitution: of the mind, the words, 
honourable and ſhameful, lovely and odious, noble and deſpicable, 
had never had place in any language; ; nor could politicians, 
had they invented theſe terms, ever have been able to render. 
chem intelligible, or make them convey an idea to the audience. 
So that nothing can be more ſuperficial than this paradox of 
the ſceptics; and it were well, if, in the abſtruſer ſtudies of 
logic and metaphyſics, we could as eaſily get rid of the cavils: 
of that ſect, as in the more practical and intelligible ſciences 
of politics. and morals. 


Wr UTHLITY-PUENSES. ws 


be forial virtues maſt, th therefore, be allowed WOO" a nas 
wal beauty and amiableneſs, which, at firſt, - antecedent to all 
precept or education, recommends them to the eſteem. of unins 
ſtructed mankind, and engages their affections. And as the 
public utility of theſe virtues 18 the chief circumſtance, whence 
they derive their merit, it follows, that, the end, which they 
have a tendency to promote, muſt be ſome way agreeable to 
us, and take hold of ſome natural affection. It muſt Pleaſe, 
either from conſiderations of ſelf-intereſt, or from more gene- 
rous motives and regards. 


— 


: 1 how often been aſſerted, that, as every! man 1 a a 
connexion with ſociety, and perceives the impoſlibility of his 
| ſolitary ſubſiſtence, he becomes, on that account, favourable 
to all thoſe habits or principles, which promote order in ſociety, | 
and inſure to him the quiet poſſeſſion of ſo ineſtimable a bleſ- 
fing. As much as we value our own happineſs and welfare, as 
much muſt we value the practice of juſtice and humanity, by 
which alone the ſocial confederacy can be maintained, and every 
man vs the fruits of mutual protection and aſhſtance. 


This 8 of morals Fom ſelf-love, or a regard to pri- 
vate intereſt, is a very obvious thought, and has not ariſen 
wholly from the wanton ſallies and ſportive aſſaults of the 
ſceptics. To mention no others, PoLYBLUs, one of the graveſt 
and moſt judicious, as well as moſt moral writers of 1 
has afſigned this "Os origin to all our ſentiments of virtue * 


But 


VUndutifulneſs to parents is diſapproved of by mankind, e;bogupumy v0 fue, 8 
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{though he ſeems there to mix a more generous regard) omayaraxTeilas je r Wines 
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decided by authority; and the voice e ur 


ſeams lai J. to oppoſe the ſelfiſh, $A „ 2 o, I by be. 1 * 


We frequently beſtow pa on virtuous actions, performed 
in very diſtant ages and remote countries; Where the utmoſt 


ſubtilty of imagination would not diſcover any appearance of 


ſelf-intereſt, or find any connexion of preſent happineſs {and} 


be with events ſo 1 ſgparatod from us,, mig Korth 


* THY s Tr 8 4 N * 


A generous, A brave, a | noble deed, performed 7 a TEE 


fary, commands our _approbation ; while in its Chas 
it L WaLs be acknowleged, prejudicial. t to « our particular intereſt.” R 


af FF nz + | 9 


5 Where private advantage concurs. withs general affection for 
virtue, we readily perceive and avow the mixture of theſe 


diſtin ſentiments, Which have a very different feeling and 
influence on the mind. We praile, perhaps, with more. alas 

crity, where the generous, humane action contributes to our 
particular intereſt: But the topics of praiſe which we inſiſt on 
are very wide of this. circumſtance, And we may attempt to 


bring over others to our ſentiments, without endeavouring to 
convince them, chat they reap any advantage from the actions, 


which we recommend to their approbation and a pauſe, r 


Frame the model of a praiſe-worthy ckarattel, conic of 


all the 18 amiable moral virtues: Give inſtances, 1 in Which 
: theſe diſplay themſelves after. an eminent and eee e 


1 1 F 
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lade Y $apie;., Lib. 6, cap. 4. LI the biborian 3 meant, that our ſympathy 
and humanity was more enlivened, by our conſidering the ſimilarity ory our caſe, 1 with 
that of the perſons ſuffering ; which is à juſt ſentiment, 2 ; 

| manner . 


Sith n nec 2 


e and experience : 
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manner: You readily engage the eſteem and approbe 

all your audience, who never ſo much uns. gooey age 
and country the perſon lived, who poſſeſſed theſe noble qua- 
ties: A circuhnſtance, however, of all others, the moſt 
| material to ſelf-love, or a concern for our own individual hap- 


. +. EO, 
Once on A time, a | fateſman, f in the thock and wt of 


parties, prevailed ſo far as to procure, by his eloquence, the 


baniſhment of an able adverſary ; whom he ſecretly followed, 


offering him money for his ſupport during his exile, and ſooth- 


ing him with topics of conſolation in his misfortunes. Alas! 


eries the baniſhed ſtateſman, with what regret muſt I leave my 
friends i in this city, where even enemes.are fo generous ! Vir- 


tue, though in an enemy, here pleaſed him: And we alſo give 
it the juſt tribute of praiſe and approbation; nor do we retract 


theſe ſentiments, when we hear, that the action paſt at A- 


THENS, about two thouſand years ago, and that the perſons 
names were EschINEVS and DEMO8THENES. | 


. hat 10 that to. me? There are few occaſions, when this. 
queſtion is not pertinent: And had i it that univerſal, infallible 


influence ſuppoſed, it would turn into ridicule every compoſi- 


tion, and almoſt every converſation, which contain any praiſe 
or cenſure of men and manners. 


Tis but a whlk ſubterfuge, when preſſed by theſe facts and 
arguments, to ſay, that we tranſport ourſelves, by the force of 


imagination, into diſtant ages and countries, and conſider the - 


advantage, which we ſhould have reaped from theſe characters, 
had we been contemporaries, and had any commerce with the 
Vo. II. 85 E perſons. 
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ot SECTION. V. 


perſons. Tis not conceivable, how a real — or paſſion 
can, ever ariſe from a known imaginary. intereſt; eſpecially | 
when our real intereſt is Rill kept in view, and is often acknow- 


leged to be entirely diſtinct . the 1 ee ee bone 
as eating Oo obs Aer og aft t 


A man, brought to the brink of a precipice, cannot look 
down without trembling ; and the fentiment of imaginary 
danger actuates him, in oppoſition to the opinion and belief of 
real fafety. But the imagination is here aſſiſted by the pre- 
fence of a, ſtriking object; and yet prevails not, except it be 
alſo. aided by novelty, and the unufual appearance of the 
object. Cuſtom foon- reconciles us to heights and precipices, 
and wears off theſe falſe and deluſi ve terrors. The reverſe is 
obſervable in the eſtimates which we form of characters and; 

manners; and the more We habituate ourſelves to an accurate 
ferutiny of the moral ſpecie s, the more delicate feeling do we 
acquire of the moſt minute diſtinctions between vice and vir 
Such frequent occaſion, indeed, have we, in common 
life, to pronounce all kinds of moral determinations, that no 
object of this kind can be new gr unuſual to us; nor could any; 
falſe views" or prepoſſeſfions maintain their ground againft an 
experience, fo common and familiar. Experience being chieffy- 
what forms the affociations of ideas, tis impoſſible, chat any” 
aſſociation could ettablülh and 60 itſelf, in direct — 


7 to that. Nrigeiple. a ks 

*Uſefujnef OPS NY 85 engages or ion, This 

ISA matter of fact, confirmed by daily eee But, 1 

ful N For what? For fome body's intereſt, ſurely. + Whoſe: 

n chen! Not our own 185 For our approbation fre 

131885 quently 

9 
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WHY UTILITY'PLEASES. ay | 


quently extends farther. n It muſt, therefore, be tlie intereſt 
of thoſe, who are ſerved by the character or action approved 


of; and theſe we may conclude, however remote, are not 


| totally indifferent to us. By opening up this * 
| . diſcover one OE pg: of moral diſtinctions," 090 22M 
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$T3 TE S - * 3. 7b J 
1 S 4 Wo : p . 


5 2 * 4 
nnn 47 


e is a W in human: nature of ſuch, — AM 
energy, and the intereſt of each Individual 18, in general, ſo 
cloſely connected with that of the community, that thoſe Phi- 
loſophers were excuſable, Who fancied, that, all our concern for 


PS AP 1h 


the public might be reſolved into a concern for our on hap- 


pineſs and preſervation. They ſaw, every moment, inſtances 


of approbation or blame, ſatisfaction or diſpleaſure towards 
characters and actions; they denominated the objects of theſe 


ſentiments, wirtues or vices; they obſerved, that the former 


had a tendency to encreaſe the happineſs, and the latter the 
miſery of ſociety; ; they aſked, whether it were poſſible that we 


could have any general concern for ſociety, or any diſintereſted. 
reſentment of the welfare or injury of others; they found it 
ſimpler to conſider all theſe ſentiments as modifications of ſelf- 


loxe ; and they diſcovered a pretence, at leaſt, for this unity, 
of principle, in that cloſe union of intereſt, which is; ſo *. | 


ſervable between the public and each individul. 


$113 | 


But notwithitanding this frrquont 68 of intereſts, 
'tis eaſy to attain what natural philoſophers, after my Lord 
BaCoN, have affected to call the experimentum-cricis,/ or chat 


experiment, which points out the right way in any deubt or 


ene We have found inſtanees, in which private in-: 
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DP was Wee public; in which it was even con- 


trary: And yet We obſerved the moral ſentiment to continue, 
notwithſtänding this diefunction of intereſts. And wherever 


1 diſtinct intereſts ſenſibly concurred, we always found a 


ſenſible inczeafe of the ſentiment, and a more warm affection 
to virthe, And deteſtation of vice, or What we properly call, 
gratitude and revenge. Compelled by theſe inſtances, we ile 


dend the theory, which accounts for every moral ſentiment 


by the' principle of ſelflove. We muſt adopt à more public 
affeckion, and allow, that, che intereſts of ſociety arè not even 
on their own acòount, entirely indifferent to us. Ulefulneſs 


is only a tendency to a certain end; and 'tis à contradiction in 


terms, that any thing pleaſes as means to an end, where the 
end itfelf no way affects us. If therefore uſefulneſs be a ſource 


of moral ſentiment, and if this uſefulneſs be not always O 


ſidered with a reference to ſelf; it follows, that every 7) thing, 


which contributes to the happineſs of ſociety, recommend i Th 
ſelf directly to our approbation and good-will. Here is 


4 


AA AAS 12 and 


Principle, which accounts, in great part, for the origin of mo- 


rality: And what need we ſcek for abſtruſe and remote by Pal | 
when there occurs one lo obvious and natural“! e 


1 
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Hud 24 Dion i 


4811 dle dsc our W fax as to aſt, why we halte humanity on n 


fellow-feeling with others. Lis ſufficient, that this is Experignced ta b be a prigęiple 5 
in human nature. We muſt ſtop ſomewhere in our examination of cauſes ; ; and 
are, in every ſcience, ſome general principles, beyond which we cannot hope to And 


any principle 1 more general. No man is abſolutely, indifferent, to the happineſs and 
Uniſery of others. The firſt has a natural tendency: to give pleaſure ; ; the ſecond, pain. 


This every one may find in himſelf. It 5s not probable, that theſe! principles can be 


Iklſolved into principles more ſimple and univerſal, whatever attempts may have been | 
made to that purpoſe. But if it were poſſible, it belongs not to the preſent ſubject; 


and we may here ſafely conſider theſe principles as original: HAPPY» if we can render 
all the conſequences ſufficiently plain and perſpicuous. 
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” 
- Hays we ax diff bn to comprebend the force of humani Je 

and, benevalenc {i Ort? of WWF that 4 he , NN ery. A 1 £1 
an . atk gives plea 1 5 that. of n 
aud fo How A 6 E 2 Penis: 151 or I jy the 
human cquntenance. Wie a perſon to ſolitude, and he joles 
all enjoyment, except merely of the ſpeculative kind; ; and that 
becauſe the movements of his heart are ae by cor- 


# * $3 - 


reſpondent. movements in his fellow-creatures,; The ſigns of 
ſorrow and mourning, though arbitr ary 1 affect us, with, melan-- 
choly;3-bat che natural fymptoms, tears and eries,and; groans, 

i e compaſſion and uneaſineſs,. And if the 
| , miſery touch us in n ſo lively a manner; can we be ſup- 
poſed aliogether: inſenſible, or indifferent towards, its cauſes; 5 


when a malicious or treacherous character and bela viour 214 


ted A us? + <7 : "> 'S 4. "4 6 . * 17 I 
porn Sf : 115} 07 89915191 5 dirw batebit 


We enter, 1 Mall figpole? 4018 f convenient, warm, Welle 
contrived apartment: : We neceſſarily! receive a. leafure from 
its very ſurvey; becauſe it preſents us with the pleatiti dea 
of eaſe, HatisfaQtion, and enjoyment. The hoſpitable, good- 
humoured, humane landlord appears. This circumſtance ſurely 
muſt embelliſſi the whole; nor can we eaſily forbear reflecting, 
with pleafüre, on the ſatisfaction Which reſults to every o one 
from his intercourſe and good-offices. | EMBO ON I ALEC INLR 


: 17. 3 7 1 : 7+? i 1 ' R ws 1 
590d jonn | 220270) n 


His: whole family, by the freedom, eaſe, ET Tug, and: 
calm enjoyment, diffuſed over their countenances, ſufficientiy 
5 their ee rd 1 __ a 11 ſympathy" in the 
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gon | 8 , 0 was I. 0 N 1 


prof pect of ſo much \ joy, and d. can es the ſource of. 
it, without t the moſt agrecable Sg pon, | 


Bille 1 aok j 40 


He tells me, Ns an oppreſſive and 1 neighbour had 
attempted to diſpoſſeſs him of his inheritance, and had long 
diſturbed all his innocent and ſocial pleaſures. l feel an imme 


diate indignation ariſe ; in me againſt ſuch violence and ; iir. 


But 'tis no wonder, he adds, chat a private wrong Kod 
proceed from a man, who had enſlaved provinces, depo. 
pulated cities, and made the field and ſeaffold fiream with _ 
human blood. I am ſtruck with horror at the proſpect of ſo 


much miſery, and am actuated by the e ae 
_ its author. DO hots, 


# y 1 
« 9 \ ? - * we > 
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reflect « on or r conyerſe * every thing ſtill N us with 
the view of human happineſs or miſery, and excites in our 
breaſt a ſympathetic movement of pleaſure or uneaſineſs. In 


. . our ſerious occupations, in our careleſs amuſements, chis Prin- 
ee ll exerts its active energy. 


A man, aha: enters 5 theatre, is immediately ſtruck With 
the view of ſo great a multitude, participating of one common | 
amuſement; and experiences from their very aſpect, ia ſuperior 
| ſenſibility or diſpoſition of being affected with denen, 1 e ö 
. which he ſhares with his fellow-creatures, 20 ie 


7 


: £15953 Zb (9) 


He obſerves the actors to be ae by t og. abo os g of 


a full audience, and raiſed to a degree of enthuſiaſm, Which 
they cannot command in any ſolitary or calm moment. 


Every movement the theatre, by a ſkilful Poet, is com- g 
uin as it were by magic, to the ſpeQators'; who weep, 
tremble, 


SIN 


wie. uriTy PLEASE 


trembley- recent rejoice, and are enflamed: with all hs variety 
of Keie, which actuate the ſeveral perſonages of che drama. 


Wire any event croſſes our mitts; and interrupts the hap- 
pineſs of the favourite characters, we feel à ſenſible anxiety, 
and concern. But where their ſufferings proceed from the 


22 


treachery, cruelty, or tyranny of an enemy, our breaſts are af- 
fected WHEL the liveleſt N N the author of theſe 


* * * 


. 


* 
” 


Tis here efteemed contrary to the rules K* art to to repreſent f 


any thing cool and indifferent. A diſtant friend, or 4 con- 
fident, who has no immediate intereſt in the cataſtrophe, 
ought, if poſſible, to be avoided by the poet; as communicat- 
mg a Uke indifference to the audience, and 3 the oo 


greſs pf the Rom. 7 e 85 
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No ſpeciesof poetry is more entertaining than paſtrat; and 
every one 18 ſenſible, that the chief ſource of its pleaſure ariſes. 
from. thoſe images of a gentle and tender tranquillity, Which 
it repreſents in its perſonages, and of which it communicates 

a like ſentiment to the reader. SAN NAZZARIUS, Who Mund- 
ferred the ſeene to the ſea-ſhore, though he preſented the moſt 
magnifigent- object in nature, is confefſed to have erredt Im his 
choieenir.Thejidea of oil, labour, and danger, ſuffered by the” 
fiſhermen is painful; by an unavcidable ſympathy Which Xt" 

made an. eee ge W N or mif n 340 


" When was 'rwenty) ae FRENCH: Poet) 0 Did Was wy 
choice: . Now: I am forty, I declare for Hor.” 6 Enter, „ 
to be ſare, Wore: readily i into ſentiments, which, nteble tle 
we Th ey ery days FI But m9 paſſions, dell repteſentec 
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Any ate event or piece of news, 57 which the fortunes of 
Hates," provinces. or many individuals are affected, is extremely 
intereſting even to thoſe whoſe welfare is not immediately en- 
| gaged. Such intelligence i is propagated with celerity, heard 
with avidity, and enquired into with attention and concern, 
The intereſts of ſociety appear, on this occaſion, to be, in ſome 
degree, the intereſt of each individual, The imagination is 
ſure to be affected; though the paſſions excited may not always 
be ſo ſtrong and ſteady as to have t i on the con- 
duct and behaviour. 


75 


The peruſal of a hiſtory ſeems a calm entertainment; but 
would be no entertainment at all, did not our hearts beat with 
r movements t to thoſe deſcribed 2 5 che hiſtorian, 


Tavorpives and Gvrccianpin ſupport with cut 
: our attention; ; while the former deſcribes the trivial rencoun- 
| ters of the ſmall cities- of GREECE, and the latter the harm- 
leſs wars of PISA. The few perſons intereſted, and the ſmall 
| intereſt, fill not the imagination, and engage not the affections. 
i The deep. diſtreſs of the numerous ATHENIAN army before 
8 8 YA CUSE ; ; the danger, which ſo nearly threatens VE NICE ; . 
theſe excite compaſſion ; theſe move terror and anne. 


The 
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,=- co marr js 
Iting ſorrows of eee de | = 
_ fympathy, then touches every human heart! t indi 5 
nation againſt the tyrant, whoſe eauſeleſs e or unprovob ed e 
. gave riſe to ſuch deteſtable barbarity 41 i Joe TO: 7; q 
k we bring theſe ſubjects nearer: If we. remove all ſuſpi⸗ 1 3 > 1 


n o fiction and deceit: What powerful concern is excited, 


n 
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' "and how much ſuperior, 1 in many inſtances, to the natrow At- : | | 
; ments of ſelf-love and private intereſt! - Popular 


zeal, 4 devoted 
ſome of the moſt viſible, though 1 leſs laudable effects of this „„ 
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. ſympathy in human i e ee 
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444 "The frivolouſneſs of the ſubject too, we may obſe 10 
able to detach us from what carries an image of human e 


eee and 2 ee e, ve hk 
* NY When a ON ſitters, and R with diffcu 5 

980 pee witch this tri : 
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ry or letters, | mhigh-gines e 5 organs of ſhe 
tal, appears alſo, from a ſpecies of ſympathy, harth 1 2 
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_ agreeable t to the eat. a Nay, When we run over a book. 
eye, We are ſenſi | ſuch, uoharmonious compoſt ion; 
cauſe we fill imagine, that a perſon recites it to us, and ſuffers 
from the pronunciation of theſe jarring ſounds. 80 delicate is 
our ſympathy ! Gr oy —- 9 1 
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of temper, is unaffected with the images of human hap 
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3% % 3% E Of Far N I 
„ EAfV and unconſtralned! poſturss: and motions, are ' abitiys 


| beautiful; An air of health and vigour is agreeable: -Cloaths 


which warm, without burtheninig the body; Which cover, 
without impriſoning the limbs, are well-faſhioned::- In euery 
judgment of beauty, the ſentiments and feelings of the per- 
ſons affected enter into conſideration, and communicate to the 
fpectator ſumilar touches of pain or pleaſure . What wonder, 
then, if we can pronounce no judgment ee ee cha- | 


7 racter and conduct of men, without conſidering the tendencies 


of their actions, and the happineſs or miſery which thence 
ariſes to ſociety? What aſſociation of ideas would e ever operate, 
were that principle here totally inaQtive x 55 5 rege 18 r 


2 


"if any: man, from a cold inſeaſibility; or narrow v ſelibnels 


„he > muſt be a indifferent & to e ges of vice 
4 TE AF 4 OY. 3 Af 4 et 

Ong Prcendor equus cujus altricta ſunt ils; . idem 8 ruleber ede 
A fit}! athleta, cujus lacertos exercitatio expreſſi t; idem certamini paratior. "Nun- 


b Wwam enim /peczes ab utilitate dividitur. . Se = qudem difcernere modici * 
* Qu1xTILIAN Inſt. 1ib. 8. cap. 115 


© + In proportion to the ſtation which: a man poſſeſſes, according to the relations in 


which he is placed; we always expect from him a greater or leſs degree of good, 
and when diſappointed, blame his inutility ; and much more do we blame him, if 


any il or prejudice ariſes from his conduct and behaviour. When the intereſts of | 


one country interfere with thoſe of another, we eſtimate the merits of a ſtateſman by 
the good or ill, which reſults to his own country from his meaſures and councils, with- 
out. regard to the prejudice which he brings on its enemies and rivals, His Rellow-ci- 
tizens are the objects, which he neareſt the eye; while: we determine his character. 
And as nature has implanted in every one a ſupetior affection to his, own. cquatry, we 
never expect any regard to diſtant nations, where the ſmalleſt competition ariſes. Not 
to mention, that while every man conſults the good of his own community, we are 

ſenſible, that the general intereſt of mankind is better promoted, than by any looſe 


indeterminate views to the good of a ſpecies, whence. no'beneficial action could ever 
reſult, for want of a 5 limited phie on ich they could exert unn 
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WHY UTILITY PLEASES.  «—o7 
and virtue: As, on the other hand, tis always found, that a 
warm concern for the intereſts of our ſpecies is attended with 
a delicate feeling of all moral diſtinctions; a ſtrong reſentment 
of injury done to men; a lively approbation of their welfare. 
| In this/particular, though great ſuperiority i 18 obſervable of one 
man above another; yet none are fo entirely indifferent tothe 


intereſts of their fellow- creatures, as to perceive no diſtinctions 
of moral good and evil, in conſequence of the different ten- 
dencies of actions and principles. How, indeed, can we ſup- 
poſe i it poſſible of any one, who wears a human heart, that, 
if there be ſubjected to his cenſure, one character or ſyſtem of 
conduct, which is beneficial, and another, which is. pernicious, 


to his ſpecies or community, he will not ſo much as give a cool 


preference to the former, or aſcribe to it the ſmalleſt merit or 
Ann e 


regard | * Let us ſuppoſe ſuch a perſon ever o ſelfiſh; et pri- 
vate intereſt have ingrofſed ever ſo much his attention; Ti "yet in 
inſtances, Where that 1 1s not concerned, he muſt unavoidably 
feel fome propenſity to the good of mankind, and make-it an 
object of choice, if every thing elſe be equal. Would any 
man, who is walking along, tread as willingly on another's 
gouty toes, whom he has no quarrel with, as on the hard flint 


and pavement | ? There is here ſurely a difference in the caſe; 


We ſurely take f into conſideration the happineſs and miſery of 
others, in weighing the ſeveral motives of action, and incline ; 
to the former, where no private regards draw? us to ſeek our'6wn 
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promotion or advantage by the injury of our fellow-creatures, 


And if the principles of humanity are capable, i in many in- 
ſtances, of influencing our actions, they muſt, at all“ times, 


4} (4 1813 51d 
have ſome authority over our ſentiments, and give us a cneral 
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approbation of what is uſeful to ſociety, a and blame of what. 8 
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dangerous or pernicious. The degrees of theſe ſentiments may 
be the ſubje& of controverſy; but the reality of their exiſt- 
ence; A ROTH TAPE muſt NNE Hep e 6249p or 


— „ 6 N 2 ü + 
. 4 s * 7 £ 4 S 3 l L : 4 4 a 7 No * 
$ of * * 15 1 


A creature; ablolutely — T1 Py were e there any 
ſuch 1 in nature, muſt be worſe than indifferent to the images 
of vice and virtue. All tis ſentiments maſt be inverted, and | 


directly oppoſite to thoſe, which prevail 1 in the human ſpecies, 


Whatever contributes to the good of mankind, as it croſſes the 
conſtant bent of his wiſhes and deſires, muſt produce uneaſineſs 
and difapprobation; ; and, on the contrary, whatever 18 the 
ſource of diforder and miſery in ſociety, muſt, for the ſame | 
reaſon, be regarded with pleaſure and complacency." 'T1MON, 
who probably from his affected ſpleen, more than any invete- 
rate malice, was denominated the man-hater, embraced Al. 
CIBIADES, with great fondneſs. Co on, my boy! cried he, 
acquire the confidence of the people: : You will one day, J. fore 


e, be the cauſe of great calamities to them * Could we admit 


the two principles of the MANICHEANS, tis an infallible 
conſequence, t that their ſentiments of human actions, as well 
as of every thing elſe, muſt be totally oppoſite ; -and that every 
inſtance of juftice and benevolence, from its neceſſary tendency, 
muſt pleaſe the one deity and difpleaſe the other. All mankind 
ſo far reſemble the good principle, that where intereſt or re- 
venge or envy perverts not our diſpoſition, we are always in- 
clined from our natural philanthropy, to give the preference 
to the happineſs of ſociety, and conſequently to virtue, above 
its oppoſite. Abfolute, unprovoked, diſintereſted malice has 
never, perhaps, place i in ay human breaſt; or if it had, muſt 
M PLuTarcu in vita Ale. 
there 
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wry UTILITY PLEASES, 


there pervert all the ſentiments of morals, as well as the/4 
ings of humanity, - If the cruelty of NERO be allowed: wits 
voluntary, and not zather the effect of conſtant fear and reſents. 
ment; 'tis evident, that TI＋OELLINUS, preferably to Sengea 
or un anus, N Nan SI tus ES: and ER d 


1 of. e Wi 00 
E or patriot, who RY our own country, in our 


own time, has always 2 more paſſionate regard paid bim, than, 
one whoſe beneficial influence operated on diftant ages or rey 
mote nations; where the good, reſulting from his genergus 
humanity, being leſs connected with us, ſeems more obſcure, 
and affects us with a leſs lively ſympathy. We may own, the -. 
merit to, be equally great, though our ſentiments are not raifed.. 
to an equal height, in both caſes, | The judgment here correct, 
the inequalities 'of our internal emotions and perceptions; Ir 
| ke manner, as it preſerves us from error, in the ſeveral varia 
tions of. 1} images, preſented to our external ſenſes, - The lame. 
object, at a double diſtance, really throws on the eye a Picture). 
of but. half the bulk; and yet we imagine that it appears of 
the ſame fize in both ſituations; becauſe we know, that, on 
our en to dan its eee expand on, Hcg: RA "yt. 8 
poſition with —— to it. And, indeed, without, fuck. cOrrierr: 
tion of appearances, both in internal and external ſentiment, 
men could never think or talk ſteadily, on any ſubj ect; while. 
their fluctuating ſituations produce a continual variation on ob- 
jects, and throw them into fuch different and a ip cd 
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For a like — 5 the tendencies of actions and characters, not their real acci- 
dental conſequences, are alone regarded in our moral determinations or general judg- 
ments ; 
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ot be ſuppoſed to affect others in, like degree. General 
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language, therefore, being formed. for. general. uſe, muſt, be 
moulded. on ſome more general views, and maſt affix the epi- 
thets « of praiſe | or blame, in conformity to ſentiments, which 
ariſe from the general intereſts of the community. And if 
theſe ſentiments, i in moſt men, be not ſo ſtrong as thoſe, which 
have a reference to Private good; yet ſtill chey muſt make 
ſome diſtinction, even in perſons the moſt depraved and ſelfiſn; 
and muſt attach the notion of good to a beneficent conduct, 
and of evil to the contrary. Sympathy, we ſhall allow, is 
much fainter than our concern for ourſelves, and ſympathy 
| with perſons remote from us, much fainter than that with per- 
ſons near and contiguous ; but for this very reaſon, 'tis neceſ- 
ry, for us, in our calm judgments and diſcourſe concerning the 
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ments; thou 85 f in our real feeling or ſentiment, we cannot help paying greater re- 
gard to one whoſe ſtation, joined to virtue, renders him really uſeful to ſociety, than 
to one, who exerts the ſocial virtues only i in good intentions and benevolent affections. 
Separating the character from the fortune, by an eaſy and neceſſary effort of thought, 
ve pronounce theſe perſons: alike, and give them the ſame general praiſe. The 
judgment corrects or endeavours to correct the appearance: But i 1s It able entirely to 
E over Fay pp pp | 


more or better Bok ? And would not 1 ſame praiſe be given ** Tang 2 or 
vermin had deſtroyed the fruit, before it came to full maturity? In morals too, is 
not the tree known by the fruit i And cannot we eaſily latte between nature and 


agcident, in the one caſe as well as in hae other },.: 1 


us . ——_— we" of 
1 e 
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and render 
our ſentiments more publie and ſotial. Beſides, that we our- 
ſelves” often change our fituation in this particular, we every 


5 day meet with perſons? who are in a different ſituation from 


us, and who could never converſe with us, were we to remain 


conſtantly in that poſition and point of view, which is pecu- 


liar to Curſelf. The intercourſe” of ſentiments, therefore, in 
ſociety and converſation, makes us form ſome general unal- 
terable ſtandard, by which we may approve or diſapprove of 
characters and manners. And though the heart takes not part 
entirely with thoſe general notions, | nor regulates all its love 
and hatred, by the univerſal, abſtract differences of vice and 


virtue, without regard to ſelf, or the perſons with whom we 


are more immediately connected; yet have theſe moral diffe- 
rences à conſiderable influence, and being ſufficient, at leaſt, 


for diſcourſe, ſerve all our 1 in n e in the 1h e 
on the ITS, and in the ſchovls®, SO ie,! 


Or in Whatever Put. 1 we take * Fabj <Q, — merit 
aſcribed to the ſocial virtues, . appears ſtill uniform, and ariſes 


chiefly from that regard, which. the natural ſentiment of bene- 


volence engages us to pay to the intereſts of mankind and ſo- | 


ciety. If we conſider the principles of the human make; 
1 they appear to daily experience and obſervation z we 
| out a rg conclude it impoſſible 10 FREY a creature as man 
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* i : wiſely aA he nature, that private CONNeX10nNs. mould e pre- 


5 val over univerſal views and conſiderations; 3 otherwiſe our affections and actions 
Would be diflipated and loft; far want of a proper limited object. Thus a ſmalf Bene 


fit done to ourſelves, or our near friends, excites more lively ſentiments of love and 


| approbation than a great benefit done to a diſtant common-wealth : But full we know ; 


here, as in all the ſenſes, to corre theſe inequalities by reflection, and : retain. a 285 


| xeral dendard of vice and virtue, founded Gi ea ufefulnefs, 
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ines, of a general diſtinction 


faint rudiments, at leaſt, or ou 
between actions; and in proporti 


perſon is ſuppoſed to enereaſe, his connexion with thoſe injured. 
or benefited, and his lively conception of their miſery or hap- 
pineſs; his conſequent cenſure or approbation acquires propor- 


tionable vigour. | There is no neceſſity, that a generous action, 


barely mentioned in an old hiſtory, or remote gazette, ſhould 
communicate any ſtrong feelings of applauſe and admiration. | 

Virtue, placed at ſuch à diſtance, is like a fixed ſtar, which, | 
though to the eye of reaſon, it may appear as luminous as the. 

Jun in his meridian, is ſo infinitely removed, as to affect the 
ſenſes, neither with light nor heat. Bring this virtue nearer, 
by our acquaintance or connexion with the perſons, or even by 


an eloquent recital of the caſe; our hearts are immediately 


caught, our fympatliy enlivened, and our cool approbation con - 
verted into the warmeſt fentiments of friendſhip and "regard. 


Theſe feem neceflary and infallible confequences of the general 
Fr ug of human nature, as dilcovered in common life e 
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"Mt; : i theſe views _ pero 1 "Conſider the 


matter 4 pgſteriori; > and weighing the conſequences, enquire, 
if the merit of ſocial virtue is not, in a great meaſure, derived 
from the feelings of humanity, with which it affects the ſpec- 


tators. It appeary | to be matter of fact, that the circumſtance 
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and manners, the uſeful tendeney of the ſocial virtues movi 
us not by any regards to ſelf-intereſt, but has an influence muck 
more univerſal and extenſive. It appears, that a tendency ta 
public good, and to the promoting of peace, harmony, and 
order in ſociety, does always, by affecting the benevolent prin- 
ciples of our frame, engage us on the ſide of the ſocial virtues. 
And it appears, as an additional confirmation, that theſe prin- 

ciples of humanity and ſympathy enter ſo deep into all our ſen- 
timents, and have ſo powerful an influence, as may enable 
them. to excite the ſtrongeſt cenſure and applauſe. The preſent 
theory is the ſimple reſult of all theſe inferences, each of which 
ſeems founded on uniform N and obſervation. 


Were! it doub tful, Hater there was any ſuch principle in 
our nature as humanity or. a concern for others, yet when we 
| ſee, in numberleſs inſtances, that, whatever has a tendency to 
promote the intereſts of ſociety, is ſo highly approved of, we 
" ought thence to learn the force of the benevolent principle; 
ſince tis impoſſible for any thing to pleaſe as means to an end, 
where the end is totally indifferent. On the other hand, were 
it doubtful whether there was, implanted in our nature, any 


general principle of moral blame and approbation, yet when 
Vol. II. 81 we 
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; 5 „ which promotes the intereſts of ſociety, muſt communi- 
cate pleaſure, and what is pernicious give uneaſineſs. But 5 
. when theſe I J 91 pſervatic 9 x in eſta- 
bliſhing the ſame concluſion, muſt they not beſtow an undiſ— 
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'Tis however hoped, that the progreſs of this argument will 
bring a farther confirmation. of the preſent theory, by ſhow- 
ing the riſe of other ſentiments of eſteem and regard from the 
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TT Coat exbient. that Wars a quality 2 Lk, \ Cubjedied 

to our examination, if it appear in any reſpect prejudicial 
to the perſon. poſſeſſed of it, or ſuch, as incapacitates him fer 
buſineſs. and action, it 18 inſtantly blamed, and ranked among 
his faults and imperfections. Indolence, negligence, want of 

order and method,  obſtinacy,, fickleneſs, raſhneſs, credulity ; 3 

theſe qualities were never eſteemed by any one indifferent to a 

character; 4 much leſs, extolled as accompliſhments or virtues. 

The. prejudice, reſulting from them, immediately ſtrikes our 

eye, and gives us the ſentiment of pain and difapprobation. 


No quality, "tis allowed, is abſolutely either blameable or 
praiſe-worthy. Tis all according to its degree. A due medium, 
ſay the PERIPATETICS, | is the character of virtue. But 
this medium is *chiefly determined by utility. A proper 
celerity, for inſtance, and diſpatch in buſineſs, is commendable. 
f When defective, no progreſs 1 is ever made in the execution of 
any purpoſe: When exceſſive, it engages us in precipitate 
and ill-concerted meaſures and enterprizes : By ſuch reaſon- 
ings as theſe, we fix the proper and commendable mediocrity 
Bin - FM in 
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. us love and eſteem the perſon, a8 different from us. 
Views. ar d ſentiments, fo oppoſite to known truth, antl to eacl 
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oy vg: never have Place. a at the ſame time, in the 88 : 


© | 
ates our boſom, and intereſts | us in the felieity of he perſon 


whom we contemplate. Where his natural talentt and acquir 
abilities give us the proſpect of elevation, advancement, a fer 
mn life, proſperous fueceſs, a ſteady command over fort 


and the execution of great or advantageous undertakings; we. 


are ſtruek with fuch agreeable images, and feel a complacency 
and regard immediately ariſe towards him. The ideas of hap- 
Dineſs, joy, Em, . are e with every 


our minds A 
pleaſing f. ſentiment of "Hai a nd 
1 F * 
2 "anna 2706 9034 modi 10: fotos go; Au rat of 1 


| * One TE venture to affirm, that there is no human D to whom the 
hank maids 0 e eee eee 
But they arg only the more generous minds, that ate thapce.ps 
We gn0C ct there, nnn Their welfare. With men of nar- 
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X pted to ſeek zealouſly ; 
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„etch fappaſe,c:penion onightialty; fa-framed: as! te hætan 
manhet of cancern for hia fel but do. regand 'the 
pineſs, 2 and miſery of all ſenſible beings with greater 
k rence wan AE two, contiguous ſh hae 5 the, Teri | 
one hand, ; ind heir ge ids <P 
chooſe ; that he would Rand, lik SK 
- lute and undetermined, FER ED 3 t 
like the fame als between toro pieces of wood" or . 
without any inclination, or propenſity to either bl. Th The 

conſequence, I bene ve, mult be allowed juſt, that fuch a per- 


Pay beang abſolutely unconcerned, either for the public's Foc 
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on every quality, however pernicio us, 0 * + bowiere 
tof ſociety, or to its Polſeſſor, With the” fn 2 


of a community or the Private utility of Rh wo would DL 
be neßel, 


rn Ae alien n 030 end 2 
the moſt Somiten and umintereftit "3 ject 4 * 
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beibpafz infleut ofthis —— e 4 mam 10 
form a judgment or in the caſe, there is to him 

a plain foundation of e vrhere every thing elſe is 
equal; and however cool his choice may be; if his hearb be 


ſelfiſh, or if the perſons intereſted be remote from him; there 
muſt ſtill be a choice, or diſtinction, betureen hat is uſeful, 
ee rnicious, © Now'this diſtinction is the\fame in all 


2500771 LE ©. 433 b D416 1930818103 7: 10 Bas ff 23115 
* — * . this 1 goes not beyoud a flight feeling of the! 
imagination, which ferves only to excite ſentiments of complacency or cebſure, ad 
nenne A. 
griping miſer, for inſtance, Praiſes extremely indſtty and frugallly even in other, 
and ſets them, in his eſtimation, above all, the ather*virtues; He knows the $ood- 
that reſults from them, and feels that ſpecies - pr wich a more lively ſymi 
Fechy, than any other you con re pert 1 
| with « Gilling vo waks the ce of th na. ee man, tome gar, ſo high 
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we undertake, and employ the ſureſt and-ſafeſt means for the 


py 4 = F 
- . 5 1 N. / a | 
- e 4 . 5 y _ 
ES « * 4 ou Ty 2 ; "0 -. $4 NI 13 3 
AV 3 BTID) br SY 47: V2 Ihr t 1: 0 
® 


Karts, with tho mou 2282 Ae daneben binding 
ei bften and mich 4acrvain;/-etiquired after“! The fame | 
endowmentz of the mind, in eyery circumſtance, Are agrecable 
30qhe-ſetimatt. of morals and to that of humanity; the 
ſame temper is ſuſceptible of high degrees of the one ſentiv 
ment and af the other and the ſamę alteration in the objects, 
by their nearer approach or by connections, enlivens the one 
and the other. By all the rules of philoſophy, therefore, wei 
muſk conclude, that theſe ſentiments are originally the ſame; 
ſence, in each particular, even the moſt minute, they are 
ue e by ane __ dane * the hank 


1 ig 5 philoſ ophers infer, with the greateſt certainty, * 
the moon is, kept, in its orbit by the fame force of gravity, 
which, makes bodies fall near the ſurface of. the earth, but. 
becauſe theſe effects are, upon computation, found ſimilar and 
aqual? And muſt not this argument wee as ſtrong convic- 
tian: an males gonatarald iniſitiona e r 4 Ad, 
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ifs 0 prove, by any Tong detail, "that, all na nalities, uſeful” 


Fi ks #41 | : on 
to | the poſfeſſor, are approved, and the contrary cenſured, 
would be ſuperfluous. The leaſt reflection on What is every 


day experienced in life, wil be ſuffcient. We mall only 


mention'a few inſtances, in order to remove, if podible all 
| LS 
doubt and heſitation. - | 


EY . 


e 
-Ths a moſt Wes bor the e of' any uſefuks 
enterprize is DISCRETION; by which we carry on a ſufe 
intercourſe with others, give due attention to our own and to 
their, character, weigh each circumſtance of the buſineſs which 
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attain- 
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MIO PPE mayoſe\ (ow. SEO IN per- 
hape, di D REAH, diſoretiom may appear an laldermail like 
victuen a Dr. SIE calls it Z and being ihcempatihle With 
ble vaſtdeſigns, towhith tleir oohrAage and ambition prompted 


them it might really, in them, be fault: or imperfection. 


But in the conduct of ordinary le no wirtue is more requiz 
ſite; not only” to obtain ſucceſs, * but to avoid the molt fatat 


miſcarriages and diſappointments. The greateſt parts withbae- 
it, as obſerved by an-elegantowritery/ianay* be. fatal to their 


owner; as POT H EMUs, deprived of: his eye Was only the- 
more expoſed, mba) Ws! nn ener ank 


ſtature. | | | " I — 25 6.23 #499 N 
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The belt n zel were it not alli 160 ea 
for human nature, is that which gives nothing to temper of” 
any kind; but alternately employs: enterpriſe and caution, as” 
each is uſeful to the particular purpoſe intended. Such is he 
excellence, Which St. 'EVREMOND aſeribes to mareſchal TU 
RENE, who diſplayed every campaign, as he grew older, l mote 
temerity in his military enterpriſes; and being now, from 
long experience, perfectly acquainted wi ih every incident in 
War, he advanced with greater firmneſs and ſecurity, i ina road, 
ſo well known, to him. FABIUS, fays Macniaver, Was, 
cautious; : Scivio: enterpriſing And both ſucceeded, be- 
cauſe the ſi tuation of the RoMAaN affairs, during the com- i 
mand of each, was peculiarly adapted to his genius; -but botly. 
would have failed, had theſe ſituations been reverſed; He is 
happy, whoſe circumſtances fuit his temper z but he > 
| excellent; who can ſuit His temper to any eircumſtances. in. 
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Wust need is there to  difplay the praiſes of INDUSTRY;: 
and. to extol. its. advantages, in the” acquiſition of EE 


G — e riches, 
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of ſusceſs in life, or exen f tolerable 
Liltenee,. muſt fail, where a reaſonable ERUGALITYS 
Wianting. The inſtead of. 
and leaves its poſſeſſor ſo much more ws Gra . iy not 1 — "ia 
been able to confine his expences to a large revenue, he will 
tilt leſs be able to te D A ebe The fouls 
tites, attd lofing the body 
fatisfüction, hover about the earth, and unt the vs veins 

their bodies are  depolited 3 poſſeſt with the longing defire to 

reans of ſerifation, So may we ſee worthleſs 

als, en conſumed their fortunes on wild debanches, 
themſelves into every plentiful table, and every party 
of Pleafüre, hated even by the Vicious, and deſpiſed even by 
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The one extreme of frugality is awarice, which as it both 
ives a man of all uſe of his riches, and checks hoſpitality 
| and every ſocial enjoyment, is juſtly cenſured on a double 
' account. Prodigality, the other extreme, is commonly more 
hurtful to a man himſelf; and each of theſe extremes 16 


| blamed above the other, according t to the temper of dhe per- 
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Gains often ONE n Herit path complicated 
ſources. - Honeſty, fid, litye.truth, are praiſec 


diate tendency. toy promote t the intereſts of. N 3 "but x they hex... 
| SA 0. the perſon hi * 2 and. 


are alſo conſidered as advant a8 


as the ſource of that truſt and confidence, which can alone 
give a man any conſideration i in life. One bees 


this particular he owes to himſelf as well as to ſoclety. 


Perbepe, this e 18 the chief ſource of the high 
blown, which'is'thrown on à 
men in point of chaſtity.  * 


man becomes cheap and vulgar, loſes her rank, and is expoſed 
to every inſult, who is deficient in this particular. The ſmalleſt 
failure is here ſufficient to blaſ 


be fully repaired. If a man behaves with cowardice on one 
occaſion, a contrary conduct re-inſtates him, in his character. 
But by what action can a woman, whoſe behaviour has once 


been diſſolute, be able to aſſure us, that ſhe has formed better 


reſolutions, and has ſelf. command enough to ey, them into 
execution ? ; . 
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All men, *tis alenied; are : nad 1 of happineſs; 


but few are ſucceſsful 1 in the purſuit: One chief cauſe- is the 


want of STRENGTH of M IND, which might enable 
— — Tt . 
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IT es contethp- 
tible, no leſs than odious, when he forgets the duty which in 


inſtance of failure among wo- 
The reateſt regard, Which can be 
acquired by that ſex, is derived from their fidelity; ; and a wo- 


her character! A female has 
fo many opportunities of ſecretly indulging theſe appetites, 
that nothing can give us ſecurity but her abſolute modeſty and 
reſerve; and where a breach is once made, it can ſcarcely ever | 
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them to re it 8 e of preſent eaſe or * pleaſure, and 
20 95 215 f N Von * ISL Biege n 
carry them forwar the, ſearch, of more diſtant profit and 
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OBI ett wh, / 71 
ohects, form certain rules of conduct, and certain meaſures 
1 i] 2 K. 
of preference of one "above, another: And theſe deciſions, 
l 1191 7 
though really 1 the reſult of our calm paſſions, and propenſities, 
© r nnn e 


(tor W. lat elle can pronounce any object eligible or the con- 


trary | ) are yet ſaid, by. a natural abuſe of terms, to be the - 
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determination of pure rea, on and rellection. But when ſome 
5 2 2 1101 En. 1 1 13.43 j 
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of thele oe As approach nearer us, or acquire the advantages 
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of Ristrable 1 ghts and poſitions, 1 6 which catch the heart or, 
imagination; our general reſolutions are frequently confounded, 
a ſmall enjoyment preferred, and laſting ſhame. and Harrow 


entailed upon us. And however poets may employ their wit 


and eloquence, in celebrating preſent pleaſure, and rejecting 
all diſtant views to fame, health, of fortune; tis obyious, that 


this Practice is the ſource of all diſſoluteneſs and diſorder, 
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in 
and enjoyment. 11 ns, on a general, ProſpeR « of their 


repentance and miſery. A man of a ſtrong and determinate 


temper. adheres tenaciouſly to his general reſolutions, and is 
neither ſeduced; by the allurements of pleaſure,” nor terrified by 


the menaces of pain; but keeps fill in view thoſe diſtant pur- 


ſuits, by which * at once, eainen his W and ws 


honour, 155 I pe ei / Y ine 
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Self-fatisfaQion, | at leaſt i in ſome {ng is an e 


which equally attends the F O O L and the WIS E-MAN,: 


But tis the only one z nor 18 there any other circumſtane: e in 


the conduct of life, where they a are upon an equal footing. 
Buſineſs, books, converſation z for all of theſe, a fool is totally 
f "incapacitated, and except condemned by his ſtation to the 


coarſeſt diger remains a wheleſs burthen upon the earth, 
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Accordin ly, tis found, that men _ infnitel jealous o of their 7 
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character in t wy par cular ; : and many 1 tances are en of | 
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their 4 prot gc) and treachery, the moſt ; vowed, and Unre- : W 
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gene! al, Who, as OLYBIUS tel us ele ONE | I” . 
asg. [82 1 107 5 1 5 55 Ny 406 11 11 
altar to impiety; and : ano er to wjuſtice, 1 in or defi- 1378 
> { þ + JJ fs II | þ x | 18 by id 7 101 1464 
ance 9 mankind; even he, Ta am well aſſured, would, have, 5 : N 
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fo injurious an appel lation. Except the affection of ' parents, 
the ſtro öngelt and moſt indiffoluble b bond i in nature, no 0 connec- 
tion FIT! "Foice ſüffcient to ſupport the diſguſt ariſing from this 
eliratter. - e wen which can ſublift. iat, treachery, | 
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by it, cet (cb and Ping 3 nor are e deformi 

and old age more fatal to the/dominion of that paſſion, 2 
dreadful are che ideas of an utter incapacity for any purpoſe 
or viidat bg g, and of continued error and miſconduct in 
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When tis 5 W a e or a ſlow, apprehenſion ws 
moſt, valuable? Whether one, that, at firſt view, penetrates 
ain ge ſuhjeQ, but can perform nothing upon ſtudy; or a 
contrary character, which muſt work out every thing by 
dint of application? Whether a clear head or a copious 
invention? Whether A profound genius or a ſure judg- 
mad? Tul ſhott, what character, or peculiar turn of under- 

. ſtanditig 18 tore excellent than another ? Tis erident, that we 
cati abſtrer” hone of theſe queſtions, without conhidering Which 


of thoſe” qualities capacitates A, man beſt for the world, anda, . 0 
| carries 5 him Fartheft in any undertaking. | 5 Mt 
ies it Fog Art; iH. Nee ee > YDUtL ens 
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done mankind; Ag gold, thou gh i leſs erviceab e than iron, 
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ag quires, from its Larcity, a value, 1 2 is mach ſup 7 bed 

is "Re Aekects of judgment can be ſupplied hy nd art or inyen- 
; 8 00 t thoſe 6f MEMORY frequently may, both in buſi- 
"neſs and in ſtudy, by method and induſtry, and by diligence 
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in committing 'evety ching to writing; and we ſearce ever hear 
=: a Mort menioty” given as à reaſon for a man's want of ſueceſs 
in any undertaking. But in antient times, when no man could 
: make a figute without the” talent of ſpeaking, and when the 
eee Ser tos delicate to bear ſuch crute; undigeſted 
© harangues a as our Eatlipiraplahalis offer to public aſſemblies; 
the faculty of memory was then of tlie utmoſt conſequence, 
3 and Was accordingly much more valued than at preſent, - Scarce 
a any great genius 18 mentioned in antiquity, who is not cele- 
8 brated for this talent; and C1 CERO enumerates it ee the 


other ſublime qualities of Cain himſelf . 1 9 515 5 
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Particular cuſtoms. Tory manners. alter the uſcfolack of ; qua- 
lities: They alſo alter their merit. Particular neee and 
accidents have, in ſome degree, the ſame influence. 'He will 
always be more eſteemed, who poſſeſſes thoſe talents and accom- 
pliſhments, which {uit his ſtation, and profeſſion, than he 
whom fortune has miſplaced in the part Which ſhe has alfi ned 


him. The private or ſelfiſh virtues are, in this reſpe 


arbitrary than the public and ſocial. © In other eps they 
are, perhaps, leſs] liable to doubt and controverſy.” ONE HA 


* Fuit in illo i inpeniam, ratio, memotia, terz, | cura, cogitatio, diligentia, &c, 
PHILIP, 2. | 
In 
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1 doubt, 1 that e che bWörld are b 
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bad intention, to diſcover” 4 füllen ificredtulltytön 'the beud of 


dhote morab endb ments, ande wen ſometimes. abſolutely to 
deny their exiſtence and xealiry; In like/manner, I find, that, 
f ld, the perpetual cant, of the Stoics and nic: 1 concerning Is 
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Virtue, their magnificent profeſſions and ſlender performances, 
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But Fur ely, this peeviſh delicacy, Whencc- ever it ar Iles, Can 


2 25! IAEA 


never be carried ſo far as to wake us deny the exiſtence of every 
ese merit, and all diſlinction of manners and behaviour. 
Beſides diſoretion, Caution, | ,euterpri iſe, induftry, off =p Hu- 
Fęality, ecouomys:: good. ſenſe, prudence, d Jiſcernment ; beſides 

_ theſe endowments, I ſay, whoſe very names force; an avowal of 
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their merit, there are many others, to which the moſt deter- 
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: 1 l ſcepticiſm cannot, for à moment, refuſe the tribute of 
1 Prgiſe an and approbation- Temperunce, ſobriety; putience, con- 


ur 


fancy, perſe ever "ance, farethog ht, confiderat enefs, ſferreq, arder, 
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| ge addreſs, preſence of mind, quickneſs & conception, 

0 „Hell of ex £2 xpreſſiu zan; theſe; and a thouſand more of the ſame 

Ws 85 2 2 will ever deny tc to be Exeallercine and erlections. 
71K if 
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Ak {their merit whit, * in uch tendency to fave the perde 
paſſeſſed of chem; without any magaificent ulaims of public | 
and ſocial delcrt,, WE ae the leſs jealous / of their pretenſions, 15 
and xeadily admit them into the catalogue of laudable qualities. 
We. AF; 39k ſenſible, that, by this conceſſion, we have paved 
the Way for All „the other, Moral excellencies, and cannot con- 
ſilently heſitate any longer, with regu to/ diſintereſted bene 
volence, patriotiſm, and humanity. 


It ſeems, indeed, certain, that fifſt appearances are here, 
ſual; extremel deceitful, and that is mo t a 
as uſua Cor wer AR more, AGithicult in 


1 Peculattve way, to reſolve 3 into belt loye, the. merit Which We 
aſcribe to the {elfifh virtues above-mentioned, than that even of 


the local virtues, Juſtice and ene „For this latter pur | 


11 OY 


poſe, we need but ſay, t hat . Tha teyer conduct promotes the 
good of the community, 18 3 praiſed, and eſteemed by 
the community, on account of that utility and intereſt, of 
which every one partakes.; And though this affection and regard 
be, in reality, gratitude, not ſelf- love, y et a diſtinction; even 
of this obvious nature, may not readily be made by ſuperficial! 
reaſoners; and there is room, at leaſt, to ſupport the cavil . 
diſpute for a moment. But as qualities, which tend 1905 to 


* 1 


the utility of their poſſeſſor, without any reference to us, or 


| 'by - 788 111 
to the community, are yet efteemed and valued ; or W hat 


IEA 164 
theory or ſyſtem can we account for this ſentiment from ſelf- 


. love, or deduce it from that favourite origin? There ſec ms b 
here a neceſſity of confeſſing that the happineſs and miſery of. 
others are not ſpectacles entirely indifferent to us; 4 ut th: 4 2 
the view of the former, whether in its cauſes or el, I 
ſun-ſhine. or the proſpect of well-cultivated plains, (to carry 
our c pretenſions no higher) communicates a ſecret joy and ſatis- 
fackion; 3 


Tr EE 4:6 222 
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 faltion + the appearatice: of the latter; like a lowerinng doudior 

barren landfkip, throws'a meläncholy damp over the ASHES 
tion. And this conceſſion being once made, the difficulty is 
over; and a natural, unforced interpretation of the phæfd- 
mena of human life will e Wwe "ON hops ate 
among allipeculative enquirers. ep eral 006 D161090 YOON 
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It may not be improper, 3 in this Place, to examine the influ- 
1. 4 28 hh "ar 1610990 


ente of bodily endowments, and of tlie go ods of fortune, 
over our ſentiments of regard and eltcem, and to conſider 
whether theſe Phænomena fortify or weaken the preſent theory. 
It will naturally be expected, that the beauty of the body, as 
is ſuppoſed by all antient moraliſts, will be ſimilar, in ſome 


reſpects, to that of the mind; and that every kind of elteem, 


Which is paid to a man, will ve Tmettng ſimilar in! its Ori- 


gin, whether it ariſes ans mental enidoWiticnts, or kon 
1 e bor 0% 7,0 t evorrdo 


- Fa 
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ws x" evident, that one conſiderable fource, ox 3 in 5 
animals 3 18 the advantage which they reap from the particular 


ſtructure f their limbs and members, ſuitable to the particu- 


lar manner of life, to which they are by nature deftined. The 


3 1 31 114 


juſt Proportions of a horſe deſcribed by XENOPHON and VI R- 


61 Toy are : the ſame, which are received at this day by our mo- 
f dern Jockeys; becauſe the foundation of them is the ſame, to 


wit, experience of What! is detrimental or uſeful ; in the animal, 


Broad ſhoulders, a lank belly, firm joints, tüßer legs; 1 
theſe a are bexwiful in our ſpecies; — ſigns of force and 


vigour, | 


—_ 


. 
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„ Ideas, of utility * its con trary, though 3 do not 


ULLTELY. — what 18 handſome, ag, APs are evi- 
dentl r the ſource of a conſiderable part e rnb diſ- 
like. n 


In antient times, b FER "I 6d 3 Wang az or 
greater 20 and importance in war, was alſo much more eſteemed 
and valued, than at preſent. .. Not to inſiſt on HoMER and the 
pPaets,.. we may oblerye,. that hiſtorians ſcruple not to mention 
Force, of body among; the other accompliſhments even of Ep A- 
MI NON DAS, whom they acknowlege to be, the greateſt hero, 


ſtateſman, and general of all the GREEKs *. A like praiſe is 
given to POMPEY, one of the greateſt of the RoMANS T. 


This r gin is ſimilar to what v we lv N S with mrs av 


| What N 3 ent With bath 7 pond impox 
tence; 3; while the unhappy object is regarded as one deprived of 
ſo capital a pleaſure i in life, and at the ſame time, as diſabled 
from communicating it to others. Barremeſi in women, 
being alſo a ſpecies of inutility, i is a reproach, but not in the 


ſame degree: Of which the reaſon 1 is very obvious, according 
to the preſent theory. 1 


he Devon ne $1cvLvs, lib. 15. It may not be improper to give the character of 
EPAMIixONDAS, as drawn by the hiſtorian, in order to ſhow the ideas of perfect me- 
rit, which prevailed in thoſe ages. In other illuſtrious men, ſays he, you witl ob- 
ſerve, that each poſſeſſed ſome one ſhining quality, which was the foundation ef his 
fame ; In EAI NONDAS all the wires are found: united ; force of body, eloquence 
of expreſion, vigour of mind, contempt of riches, gentleneſs of Ae and 
abartig chiefly to: be L courage and conduct in war. 


"4 


+ Cam diente, /altu; 3 eum altea, curfic; ; cum walidis red certabat, Sixtver 7 
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ret 8, And Weide thi e his 

greateſt exactneſs on their ger center of gravity. A figure, 

* hich 1 18. Rag juſtly balanced 1s ugly ; : . it conveys the 
le Ideas of fall, harm = nd pain * | 


au 6 - 
jon or turn of mind, which e 7 man to riſe 
im the world, and advance his fortune, is entitled to eſteem 
and re gard, as has been already explained. It may, therefore, 


DO , that the Lean oft pens of riches hn 


e 
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Let us examine any N by a we can 3. count 
for he e paid the rich and powerful: We ſhall find none 
ſatisfactory but that which derives it from the eee 
communicated to the ſpectator by the images of proſperity, 
Happineſs, eaſe, plenty, command, and the gratification of 
every "appetite. Self-love, for inſtance, which ſome affect ſo 
much to corifider as the ſource of every ſentiment, is plainly 
| inſufficient to this purpoſe. Where no good-will or friendſhip 


appears, *tis difficult to conceive on what we can Fund our 


£ 


„ Al. men are equally liable to pain and diſeaſe a US ; 177 may again 
recover Health and eaſe. Theſe circumſtances, as they make no diſlinction between 
ene man and another, are no ſource of pride or humility, regard or contempt. But com- 
paring our own ſpecies to ſuperior ones, *tis a very mortifying conſideration, that we 
1 be ſo Hable to all diſeaſes and infirmities ; and divines accordingly employ 
this topic, in order to depreſs ſelf-conceit and vanity. I hey would have more fut- 
A If the common bent of our thoughts were not perpetually turned to cempare 
ourſelves with each other. The infirmities of old age are mortifying ; becauſe a 
0 ſon, with the young may take place. The king's evil is induſtriouſy con- 
W 1 N becauſe it affects others, and is tranſmitted to poſterity. The caſe i is nearly 
the ſame with ſuch diſeaſes as convey any nauſcous or ch. ca images; the epiephy, : 


, ons 7 > ulcers, ſores, ſcabs, Ge. . | 
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hope of FW row! the riches ef as Loc wo 
naturally reſpect the rich, *bvel We they” Wicover any fucky 


nn. diſpoſition towards us. rie dh rtinhtmr\ II 


We are e affected With the Ame ſentiments, hen we lie o 
much out of the ſphere of their activity, that they cannot 
even be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs the Power c of ſerving us. A pri- 
ſoner of war, in all civilized nations, is treated with a regard 
ſuited to his condition and. riches, tis evident, go far towards | 
fixing the condition of any perſon. I birth and quality enter 
for a ſhare, this il affords. us an argument to our preſent pur- 
poſe. For What! is it we call a man of birth, but one who is 
rd from a Mr ſucceſſion of rin _ 1 h 


0: 


„„ 


whom we eſteem ? His anceſtors, chevetohe; ait w head) are 
reſpected, in ſome meaſure, on account of ny Armee ; and 
conſequently, without eats Bnd of Serben te 
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But not to bockufar as ee of war or che dead, to find 
inſtances of this diſintereſted regard for riches; we may.only 
obſerve; with a little attention, thoſe phænomena, which Oger 
in common life and converſation. A man, Who is himſelf, 
we ſhall ſuppoſe, of a competent fortune, and of no profeſſion, 
being introduced to a company of ſtrangers, naturally treats 
them with different degrees of reſpect, as he is informed of 
their different fortunes and conditions; though tis impoſſible 
that he can ſo ſuddenly propoſe, and perhaps he would not accept | 


» CT 42 »Oflk $193 


of, any pecumary advantage from them. A traveller i 18 always 


admitted into company, and meets with civility, in proportion as 
his train and equipage ſpeak him a man of great jg moderate 


LID $51 T's | 


fortune. In ſhort, the different ranks of men are, in,a great 
| 4... i meaſure, 


1 
Tx... s 
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| alater by en 3, and that with regard to * 
rior a0 as inferiors,. frangers as well as acquaintance, | 


17 


1 


Wpbat remains, therefore, but to conelude, chat as. riches 


ae, del iced for gurſclf. only F the means of gratifying our ap- 
reſent, or in 12 imaginary future period ; 
rom their having that influ- 


| they. ee ellen in Pers merely 


if We] EVI] 


Ot: ba 4 Is Re es 1s their very I nature or eſſence: i They | 


— HDL) EL f 118 111 £36 E. 
he ; commodities, conveniencies, and 


The AF of 2 banker, Who is broke, or gotd 


er * DAVOS 0113 W 


t. ul iſland, would, otherwiſe be full as yaluabl e. When 

493 $0,250 Sh" 2 7414. 7 51611} 8 10 

we to A, man, who i 18, as we ſay, at his eaſe, we 1 
"preſented with the Ga ideas of plenty, atisfadtion, clean- 


Veſts; PODS 8; e houſe, ;Flegant furniture, ready 


98 


On — 8 85 a poor man n appears, 1 — arable | 
-images of want, penury, hard, labour, dirty furniture, coarſe 
at ragged cloaths, nauſeous meat and diſtaſteful liquor, imme- | : 
diately ſtrike our faney. What elſe do we mean by ſayäng that 
ane is fich, the other poor? And as regard or contempt is the 
natural conſequence. of thoſe different ſituations in life; tis 
euſily ſeen what additional light and evidence this throws * 
our wr dees n with ent to all moral 


nne i * oy | 1 
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-..4/ There is ſomething. yoda Jak laps, vpacconntable'; in, the opera- 
ion of our Paſſions, when we conſider the fortune and ſituation of others.” Very ; 
en another” 8 advancement and proſperity produces envy, iel Has a ftrong mix- 
| Ws of hatred; and ariſes chiefly from the compariſon of ourſelves with the perſon. 
At the very ſame time, or at leaſt, in very ſhort intervals, we may feel the paſſion 6 
| of, reſpec, which i is a ſpecies of affeQion or good will, with a mixture of humility. 
On the other Hand, "the misfortunes of our fellows often cauſe pity, which has in 4 it a 
frong mixture of goodwill. The ſentiment of pity is nearly allied to contem 

( t | = Uu e We Hhich 
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Aman who has cured himſelf of all ridiculous nr" 
and is fully, ſincerely, -and-fteadily convincedy from e ri 
ence as well as philoſophy, that the differences of fortune : 
make leſs difference in happineſs than 1s vulgarly imagined ; * 
ſuch a on des not mefſureſgut dtgreẽ vf eſtpem'gcconfling 8 | 


the rent-rolls of his acquaintance. He may, indeed, exter- 
nally;pay T Juperior deference. 0 the. great 75 above the vaſe 
ſal; becauſe riches arę the mol RqvEp ven ent , being the möſt 
fixed and determinate ſource of diſtinction: : But his internal 
ſentiments are more regulated by the perſonal cllaracters of 


men, than By the Hecker ti cprieitts Yours NY 


n v1 yin 2 5 word bsr15}do :z4 bag gos yiodo 

An rh6ſtecuntries; of; EVaQegs family, that ON Hexeditar 
txches;-: marked with titles; and ymbols, fr E W 
the chief ſource» of / diſtin ion. In. ENS LAND More, gar 
is paid to preſent opulence! and plenty. Each; practice, has its, 
advantages-and' diſadvantages, Where birth is xeſpected, u 
 aQtive, ſpiritleſs minds remain in haughty , indglencs; and. dea. 


of nothing hut: pedigrees and genealogies: . The generous and 
ambitious ſeck honour and command and reputation and faxoum 


Where riches are the chief idol, corruption, ver a bin 
prevail: Arts, manufactures, commerce, ag 5 
Thel fermer prejudice, being fayourable, rorenfineoiatuowin 
mort-ſuited to monarchies. The latter being the chief ſpur. 
to induſtry, agrees better With A republican: government And 
we:accordiogly find, that each of theſe forms; of government, 
by: xarying.the uli of thoſe, onſlgms.dot een th wen : 


portional effect on the ſentiments of mankind, hn 


which 1 18 by ſpecies of diſlike, with a mixture of pride, I oni point out thele ph 
88 2 0 4 a faßject of becbladbs t. AR Ar ee is G to 1 


dutzed. Tig ſuffetent r the preſent ee in general ihr power aud- 
riches commonly cauſe reſpect, poverty and meanneſs contempt, though particular 
views and incidents may ſometimes raiſe the paßt ons of envy and of pity. 
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verlati on was animated; and what frightlineſs diffuſed itſelf 
over the" euntedaiits;” dfesürle, if Blkaviour oft Eur y one, 
n the acceffon of a poop communi für. 
a one will eafily tow,” that CHREARFULNESS: carries 
great merit with it, and naturally conclliates! the good-will '0E. 
mankind. No quality, indeed, more rcadihy cor icates 
itſelf to all. around, ; becauſe no one has à greater propenſity to 
diſplay itſelf, in jovial talk and pleaſunt entertainment. The 
flame ſpreads through the whole circle; and the moſt ſullen 
aid motoſe are often caught by it. That the melancholy hate 
the: merry; even rough Hö RACE ſays it; I have fome diffi- 


9 > 


culty to allow; "becauſe" 1 have always obferved, that where 


8 the'5ollity is moderate and decent, ſerious people are ſo much 


the more delighted) as it diſſipates the gloom, with which. they 
aue romtheuly oppreſſed z and gives them an unnſual enjoy- 


o 


ment. n Des et eee old as r 1 genera | 


E+*TE4 


"Ukelf;- anllta'engage ap "OL - on, Wwe. may n that * 


7 ſi 5 urg £ '00! TOTS 107 DYE] 12 1h 
; 


by e ' | 
A +I +2 1 4 1 * ? LF 24 vin n 
1 * ; EC SE 4 ine 4 | >; 
, 4 «  F% 7 vu 4 * 8 
; "W. * . 1 - ” * 2 , TW. + x 7 " * 
* 5 4 . ö : * « ” — = 4 * : 


A EP 4. Ha 11 


595 190 fai vino | ies e 
"Er om [tha his. influence. of chearfulneſs both, to communicate 


Sy; LW; Ber 


bit A 47 (4 WY 2 


- 


- noi % 30 Sr 91 3. 3,281; Tee Haw A 3081. 


4 Gin 191 9291 "a 


7 HOEVNER has paſſed. an evening wich \ ſerious melan — 
choly people, : and has obſerved how ſuddenly the con- 
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of the, poſſefior, diff uſe, ; 4 Gebete on the rer gp 
procure friendſhip, and regard. Their immediate/ſenſation, to 
the perſon, polfeſſed of chez, is. agreable)Othgr s eter into 
the fame humour, and catch the ſentiment, By a contagion or | 

natural-ſympathy,: And as We eannet forbgar-loving mwhatexer 


pleaſes, a kindly, emotion ariſeszowards the perſon, Who com- 
municates ſo. much ſatisfaction. He i is a more animating ſpec- 


tacle : His preſence. diffuſes over us more, erene. complacency 


and enjoyment z Our, imagination, entering into hjs feelings 
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ehe of men! qnaities which, . any il . 


; and dicpoſition, 18 affected in a more agreeable | manner, than 
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ſented to us. Hence the aff ection and appr. bation, . hich | 
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wry bu doll, AxTHO N.: He hears no malic: . 
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Seldom he ſmiles; ; and { Tmiles 3 in ſuch a fort, . 3 ut pr s 
As if he mock'd himſelf, and korn'd pe s ſpirit , = 
That could be TRAY C d to Anil Agar thing... _ 
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". There n no man, BY on Fenn occaſion ions, is ; not ratified with 1 i 
agreeable Paſſions, fear, anger, dejection, grief, melancholy, 4 nxieky We: But ; 


| theſe, ſo far as they are natural, and univerſal, make no difference between gne man 


and another, and can never be the object of blame. Tis only when the diſpoſition 


gives a propenſity to any of theſe, diſagreeable paſſions, that they disfigure the charac- 


ter, and by giving Ane güne: conyey che ier of, Wee to che ſpec- 


tator. N 
Not 


5 Of Qu lr LES mach Teacher to Onrſelves. 335 


Not only ſuch men, as CESAR adds, ale inmonty' Jangerous, 
but alſo, having little enjoyment within themſelves, they can 
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never become agreeable to others, or contribute any thing to ſocial 
entertainment. In all polite nations and a ages, 2 reliſh of pleas 


fure, if accompanied with temperatice and decency, 18 eſteemed 
A conſigerable. merit, even in the. Sreateft met; Mind Weed 


fall x more requifit ite in thoſe of inferior r ank and! Chitidler! eie 
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an ag zreeahle repreſentation,” Which a FRENCH Writer gives of 


the ituation of his own min nd in'this' particular; Virtuc I hoe, 


days he; i2vithout auſterity: Lge without Neue: : And 
L fe "roithout fearing its end MOU! THO: HOMO bits 
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Who 18 not ſtruck with any + — inſtance of GREAT. 
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NESS # MIND ON Dignity of Character; with elevation 
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4 ſentiments, di ain of. flaver , „and With chat noble pride 
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fays; LONG lxus, is often nothing but the echo « or, image of 
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mag fttintity f ; "And" where this quality appears In any one, 


CIITIE] 5 


even though a ſyllable be not uttered, it excites our applauſe 


and admiration; as: may be obleryed of the famous ſilence of 


ATax in the OpxssE x, which expreſſes more noble diſdain 
and reſolute. indignation, than any language can convey. 4. 


Were I'ALEXANDER, Taid Parents; I would A5 97 


theſe offers made by DAR +Us:- S would F 790, replied ALEX= 
1 were-T Pampa ; "OR 19 710g is admirable, Joys 
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1 was indifferent to him: Wherever he found men, he fancied 
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i OR cries the ſame hero to his Eee when 13 clue | 
to follow him to the IND! Es, ge tell your countrymen, that 
you. left ALEXA NDER compleating the congueſt Ul the world. 
4 ALEXANDER,” ſaid the Prince of Coup E, Who always 
admired this paſſage, 0 abandoned by tis ſoldiers, among 
«+ Barbarians not yet fully ſubdued, felt in himſelf ſuch a dig- 
„ nity and right of empire, that he could not believe it poſ- 
„ fible that any one would refuſe to obey him. Whether i in 
0 EUROPE or in As 1A, among GREEKS or PERSTANG, all 


oe 


* 


* 


Rk, be would find ſubjects.“ . 


* 


The cis of Mop a i in 130 5 recommends & caution 
and ſubmiſſion ; and enumerating all the diſtreſſes of that un- 
fortunate heroine, aſks her, what ſhe has to ſupport her againſt 
ſo many enemies. My/eff, replies ſhe ; Myſelf, I jay, and it is 
enough. BOILEAU juſtly recommends this ge as as an d Influnice 

of true ſublime . | ow 


. When PXoczon the modeſt, the gentle PHOCTON, was led 

to execution, he turned to one of his tellow-ſufferers, who was 
| lamenting his own hard fate. Ir it not glory enough for. Ja, 
ſays he, that you die with PHOCION 77 5 


Place in oppoſition the picture which TaciTus draws of 

 V1TELLIVS, fallen from empire, prolonging his ignominy 

from a wretched. love of life, delivered over to the mercileſs 
rabble; toſſed, buffeted, and kicked about; conſtrained, by 
their holding a Poniard under his chin, to raiſe his head, and 
expoſe himſelf to every contumely. What abject infamy ! 


What low humiliation ! Yet « even here, ſays the mn he 


CY 


Kſcovered 


Reflexion 10 * Lens. | + PLuTaRCH in "MY 


o derer rs immediately . fo nn Op = 


diſcovered ſome ſymptoms of a mind not wholly degenerate. Bp 
To 'a"tribui yy who- inſulted Wein he nn am lil our 


ere $4 p NS by "og £ fy 58 $5 3 * OP 


4 We never gs eq the * hk want of ſpirit and dignity of | 
character, or a proper ſenſe of what i 18 due to one's ſelf, in . 
ſociety and the common intercourſe of life. _ This vice conſti- . 1 
| tutes what we properly call meanneſs ; - when : a man can ſubmit | 
to the baſeſt ſlavery, in order to gain his ends; 3 fawn upon 
thoſe who abuſe him ; and degrade himſelf by intimacies and * 
| familiarities with undeſerving inferiors. A certain depree of 55 
generous pride or ſelf- value is fo requiſi te, that the abſence of 
it in the mind diſpleaſes after the ſame manner, as the want of CT 
- 2 e 3 or mock of the moſt material * of er . . 


. 


idee abs 


; «The utily of COURAGE, both. to the a = - e 
the perſon poſſeſſed of it, is an obvious foundation of merit: 
But to any one who duly conſiders the matter, it will appear, 


Ws. Tacir, hiſt. lib. 3, The i entering upon the 1 narration, ſays, Laniata weſte, 
1 Feli peBthcolum durebatur, multis increpantibus, nulla inlacrimante: deformitas exitus 
miſericordiam abſtulerat. To enter thoroughly into this method of thinking, we muſt 
4 make allowance for the antient maxims, that no one ought to prolong his life after it 
becomes diſhonourable ; but as he FUSE Aire. a right difpoſe . it then became 
a duty to part with it. | LG MY | n . A 


58 The abſence of a virtue may often be a vice; and that of the higheſt kind; as 
In the inſtance of ingratitude, as well as. meanneſs. Where we expect a OY the 
| diſappointment gives an N. ſenſation, and produces a real deforn An ab 
Jectneſs of character, likewiſe, is diſguſtful and contemptible in another view. Where 
=” man has no ſenſe of value in himſelf, we are not likely to haye any higher eſtimate 
of him. Andif the ſame perſon, who crouches to his ſuperiors, is inſolent to his in- 
feriors (as often happens) this contrariety of behaviour, inſtead of correQing the 
former vice, _— It 8 by the addition of a vice, fil} more odious. 

GSee ſect. 9. * 


* F £ GR 1 
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ag Wy Li $4 
35 Ty 5 WIS - £ 
L £ 


"EH, 


}, 


that this Aal y has a a 9g eee holly 
from itſelf, and from that noble elevation inſeparable. from it. | 
Its figure, drawn by painters and by poets, diſplays, in each 
feature, a ſublimity and daring,confidence ; Which catches _ 
eye, engages the affections, and diffuſes, by fympathy, 4 a like 


ſublimity of ſentiment over every ſpeAator. | PIG 


5 75 ft 
$111 & \ £ #31 8 


SNL wht 1 goldene F DzMosTHENES tr repre 
ſent PHILIP 3 where the, orator apologizes, for his own admi- 
| niſtration, and juſtifies that pertinacious love of liber ty, Väth 
which he had inſpired the ATHENIANS, © I beheld PHILIP,” 
ſays he, <« he with whom was your conteſt, reſolutely, while 
« in purſuit of empire and dominion, expoſing himſelf to 
« every wound; his eye goared, his neck wreſted, his arm, 
< his thigh pierced, whatever part of his body fortune ſeized 
on, that cheerfully relinquiſhing; provided that, with what 

„ remained he might live in honour and renown. And ſhall 
tit be ſaid, that he, born in PEL LA, a place heretofore mean 
« and ignoble, ſhbuld be inſpired with ſo high an ambition 
« and thirſt of fame: While you, ATHENIANS, Oc.“ Theſe 
praiſes excite the moſt lively admiration ; but the views pre- 
ſented by the orator, carry us not, we ſee, beyond the hero 
himſelf, nor ever regard the future advantageous Hens 


mY 


of his valour. N | wy 1 * ö 12 * 2 $$ 


V. The W temper of the ROMANS, . by at 
T1, wars, had raiſed their eſteem of courage ſo high, that in their 
language, it was called virtue by way C of excellence and of diſ- 

tinction from all other moral qualities. The Sorvis i in the opi- 

nion 1 of TAcix 58 areft their hair with a” r laudable intent: 


38e 


4 Fain 440d ws Big] 11 Danes G n 40199 1 


Of _ TI ES — rndblese Qurſehuee. 10 | 


Wor rate Purpoſes 07 loving op: being! beloved ii hey adoruad 


thom/ehoet only or their enemies, in order to appear more ter- 


rible. A ſentiment of the hiſtorian, Which would ſound! n 


| little oddly, in other nations and other ages. ande i 21 
21 5 311 * e #4 Fe ee D ia. eine (59H 44) 5 f E469 Tr 


The SCYTHIANS, according to HERODOTVS „ after r fle 


ing the ſkin from the heads of their enemies, whom they had 


| lain, dreſſed it like leather, and uſed it as a towel; and Wo- 
_ ever had the moſt of thoſe towels was moſt eſteemed among 
| them. 8⁰ much had martial bravery, in chat nation, as in 
many others, deſtroyed the ſentiments yl Nr A virtile 
nig much more uſeful and engaging. | V 90 eat wh 


71171 17 1 A 


Fig indeed obſervable, chat, among all wen tivated nations, 


li: have; not, Rn: YA had full SRRFINCE, of Me eee 


18 * eee « 


oets, recommended. by parents and. inſtructors, and admired 
by che public in general. The ethics of HOMER are, in this 


particular, very different from thoſe of FENEL ox, his elegant 


imitator; 3, and ſuch as are well ſuited, to an age, in which, one 
hero, as remarked, by TR VCYDIDES f, could aſk another, 
without ut of fence, Whether he was a robber. ; Such alto, very 


lager, was the ſyſtem of ethics, which prevailed in many | 


barbarous parts of IRELAND ; if we may credit SPENCE Ry in 
his nee wut of the - fate of that Fee 
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Ab Jo bas 5 
4 t 11 bs a common uſe, fays he, nk their gentlemen” 8 ſons, that, as ſoon ns 
they are able to uſe their weapons, they ſtrait gather to themſelves three or four 


ſtragglers or kern, with whom wandering a while up and down idly! the country, | 


taking only meat, he at laſt falleth into ſome bad occaſion, that ſhall be offered ; 
which being once made known, he is n counted a man of worth, in whom 
| N e 
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„ ue eden le s virtues n rid 
__ Girbed philSfophicdl TR NNO Terios ps 

: L Row anxiety, und each aſſault of adverſ fen,. Conſci 
dus of his own virtue; ay the'philoſophers — 
w umſelf above every accident 'of Hfe; and fechrel)- placed in 
| dle temple of wilder; looks" down o6n"itferior mortals, en- 


gaged in purſuit of honours, riches, reputation, and eheli fri- 


volous eihoyment. Theſe pretenſions, no dest He ſtretthet 
to the't utmöft, Are, by far, too magnifitelit Tor humaf näkufk. 


et . . e a PROT hr eee which ſeizes "the 


bi, WE f 
1 N Li 
41 wu 


Fe: 90 * more cg den eee hall » we attain, 0 Fithi 
ſelyes, and the more greatgeſs of mind ſhall we. = ver ro.the 
3 nh 0 The philoſophical tranq liry may, indeed, be aſe 


greg ed o only, AS, a branch of magnani mity. 1101113178 8 778511 { 4) 


"Who admires" hot S0cRATESJ his perpetiial | erenity and 
Eonteritmentz amidſt the greateſt poverty and domeftie ven- 
tions; "His reſolute contempt of riches, and magnanimous care 
f preſerving iberty, While he refuſed all aſſiſtance from his 
friends and diſciples, ind #voided even the dependence of an 

5 obligation FE EpIc EHS Had not ſo much as à door to his little 
: | houſe or Hovel; and therefore, ſoon loſt his iron lamp, che only 
bornitare wbäch he had Werth taking. But refolving to diſap- 

point all robbers for the future, he ſupplied its place with an 


earthen lamp, of Which de very Fer Fee | « poten on ever 
alter. 
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n antiquity, the heroes of Philoſophy, as well as thoſe of 
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bi war and patriotiſm, have a grandeur and force of. ſentiment, | 
| 
4+ 
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| | \ * 
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3 E merit of BENEVOLENC] 


nad ja fein deren of; 
Which nature, W 
made in che diſtribution of x 


and! its — to promote the good bf mankind, has been 

read explained, and is, no doubt, the'ſontce'of a confi er abl. 
TH? that eſteem, which 1 is fo 0 niverſally It 
vil 14 be allowed, chat che ve 18 and tel Werten of 
the fentiment, its engaging oe fo its fond ex 


ts delicate attentions; 70d cn dat fes Of ole 
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| The tears ee de our. eyes on LET ſion. o 

ſentiment of this nature: Our breaſt heaves, gur heart 
and every humane tender principle of our frame, 
and gives us the pureſt Th moſt fatisf | 
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| Who would — amidſt perpetual int and ſcolding, 
and mutual reproaches ? The roughneſs and harſhneſs of aheſe 
emotions diſturb and diſpleaſe us: We ſuffer by conta gion and 
ſympathy; nor can we remain indifferent ſpectators, even 
though certain, that no pernicious conſequences would ever 


follow from ſuch angry paſſions, EO nnn od 


D Seng to eaten; a 7098 
As a certain proof, that the Whole merit t of benevolence is 
not derived from its uſefulneſs, we may obſerve, that, in a 
kind way of blame, we ſay, a perſon is 7% god; when he 
exceeds his part in ſociety, and carries his attention for others 
beyond the proper bounds. In like manner, we ay e a man is 
too High pirated," 0 intrepid, to0: indifferent 7 about ' fortune: 
Reproaches, which really, at the bottom, imply more elteem 
than many panegyrics. Being accuſtomed to rate the ES | 
and demerit of characters chiefly by their uſeful or perniclous Us 
tendencies , we cannot forbear applying the epithet of blame, 
when we diſcover A ſentiment, which riſes to I. degree chat is 1s: 
hurtful: But it may happen, at the ſame time, that it its noble 
elevation, or its engaging tenderneſs ſo ſeizes the heart, a8 
rather to encreaſe our friendſhip. and concern for the Perſon f. in | 


2 A en | A 
＋ Cheerfalnefscould ſcarce; admit of blame Belk 5 its exceſs, were Je not that diſſo- 


lute mirth, without a Proper cauſe or ſubject, is a ſure een and ieee 
debe and on chat account diſguftfal. 
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pathize with the tender paſſions, will allow. chat, this very 
weakneſs (for they will readily call it ſuch), ra e 
that hero, and intereſts, them 1 in his fortunes. 14841 
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But haye ſuch ſplendor and greatneſs. in their appearance, as 


ſtrike us with admiration; and they might, in ſome degree, 
be even approved of, if they betrayed not ſometimes too evi- 


dent ſymptoms of madneſs and: diſorder. 
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The ATHENIANS pretended to the firſt i invention. af ids. 


culture and of laws: and always valued. themſelves extremely 
on the benefit thereby procured to the Whole race of mankind. 
They alſo boaſted, and with reaſon, of their warlike enter- 
Prizes ; particularly againſt thoſe innumerable fleets and armies 


of Prxsians, which invaded: GREECE during the reigns of 


Dans, and XERXES. But though there be no co 


5 in point of utility, between theſe peaceful and military h. ho- - 


nours; yet v we find, that the orators, who have wrote 
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elaborate panegyries on chat famous city, have chiefly tri 
umphed in in u diſplaying | the warlike atchievements. | Lys1 As, 
Tuberpibes, PLATO and I50CRATES diſcover, all of them 
the fame partiality z ; which though condemned by calm reaſon 


and reflection, appears ſo natural! in the mind of man, 


Nis obſervable, that the great 8 5 poetry c ! in 
lively piQureeof: the ſublime pathons, wet courage, | 
diſdain 
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to mention, that they alone intereſt u us in the fortune of the 


perſons repreſented, or communicate any eſteem and afeQion 
for their character. 5 | e . 


Andcanit "offibly be doubted, that this talent itſelf of poets, 
to move the paſſions, this PATHETIC and SUBLIME 
of ſentiment, is a very conſiderable merit, and being enhanced 
by its extreme rarity, may exalt the perſon poſſeſſed of itz 
above every character of the age in which he lives? The pru- 
dence, addreſs, ſteadineſs, and benign government of AvG us-= 
Tus, adorned with all the ſplendor of his noble birth and im- 
perial crown, render him but an unequal competitor for fame 
with VIRGI1L, who lays nothing into the * ſcale but che 
di ne beauties of his poetical genius. ak. „ 


I be very ashi to theſe: beauties, « or a DE LI CACY. af 
taſte, is itſelf a beauty in any character; as conveying the 
pureſt, the moſt durable, and moſt innocent of all enjoy- 


| ments. 


| Theſe are fome inſtances of the ſpecies of merit, that are 
vaiuod for the 1 immediate ** which they com = 
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N — in ſociety; and che pen x g of 
n antexeſt and ſelf· love have conſtrained mankind tc et” 
bliſh, thei laws' of /juftic#zlin! order to\preſerve the 4dVihi4 gr 
of common aſſiſtance and protection: In like "mate = 
eternal. ,contratieties, in campahy;) of men's pride and Telf-" 
conceit, have introduced the rules of GOOD-MANNERS 3 
or.) POLITENESS5: in order to fldlitite "the ktergburfe ö 
minds, and am undiſturbed commerce and <Gnverfatio Aut 2 8 4 
well-bred people, a mutual deference is' affected: Contemp t roo 
others: diſguiſed : | Authority concealed: Attention * ho 1 
each in his turn: And an Lal ſtream of eon lb 5 
tained, without vehemenee, without mutual thtertuption, 
without eagerneſs for victory, and without : any 20189. 9 {ILY „irt. 


riority. Theſe attentions and regards are immediately EF 


to others, abſtracted from any conſideration of utility or bener 
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wa 3 to or. approved of by every one, ho eenſf iaer's or contemplates it. But ſome 


qualläch Hdd Peeafürö becauſe they are ufeful to ſociety, 5 uſeful, FT 1 able : 

to the perſon himſelf ; others produce it wie « en Which 5 dhe claſs of. 5 
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act ener tren ly the mart of 5k the perſon, who regulates 
bis behaviour | by V them. 
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But the ich exprelle 2 00 Th is ſtill the fame. A Spa- 


NIARD goes out of his own houle before his gueſt, to ſignify 
that he Jeayes im maſter, of all, Ja other: countries, the 


landlord walks e out lalt, AS; A PPB mark of deference and 
regard 5 


But, in order EN a man perfect bod company" te guſt 
have WIT: and ING-EÞ IT as Well äs gbod-man my 
What wit; is, it may not be eaſy ta define ; but tis eafy'furtly' 
to o determine, that Iltis a quality immediately. qgheable to others, | 
nd communicating,..on its firſt appearance, a Hvely joy and 
ſatigfa&tion | to every one who! has any cbmprehenftbn of it. 
The moſt profound metaplyſies, indeed, miglit be employed | 


1031 — 


in explaining. the various kinds and ſpecies O wit y and many 
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| clafſes of it, yrhich are. now. Steinel on the ſole teſtimony of 
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taſte and ſentiment, might, perhaps, be reſolvec into more 
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general principles, Rf But this. 1s ſufficient, for our ꝓreſent pur 
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ot countries, Wee men 15 mol of their time in conver- 
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ſo to peak; are of high eſtimation, and form A chief Part 3 


5 perſonal merit. | In countries,' where men live a more domeſtic 0 
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are immediately agreeable to others, and which, by that means, 
acquire praiſe and approbation. An effeminate behaviour in a 
man, a rough manner in a woman; theſe are ugly, becauſe 
unſuitable to each character, and different from the qualities 
which we expect in the ſexes. *Tis as if a tragedy abounded 
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hurt the eye, and convey a diſagreeable ſentiment to the ſpec- 
tators, the ſource of blame and diſapprobation. This is that 
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his Offices. | 
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and which, however, catches our affection almoſt as ſuddenly 

and powerfully; And though this manner be chiefly talked 
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T may jullly be Fas RE that bs man, in ſo late an 
age, ſhould find it requiſite to prove, by elaborate reaſon- 
ings, that PERSONAL MERIT conſiſts altogether in the 
poſſeſſion of mental qualities, u/eful or agreeable to the perſon 
himſelf or to others. It might be expected that this principle 
would have occurred even to the firſt rude, unpractiſed enqui- 


rers concerning morals, and been received from its own evi- 


dence, without any argument or diſputation. Whatever is 
valuable in any kind, ſo naturally claſſes itſelf under the diviſion 
of uſeful or agreeable, the utile or the dulce, that tis not eaſy 


to imagine, why we ſhould ever ſeek farther, or conſider the 


queſtion as a matter-of nice reſearch or enquiry. And as every 
thing uſeful or agreeable muſt poſſefs theſe qualities with regard 
either to the per/on himſelf or to others, the compleat delinea- 


tion or deſcription of merit ſeems to be performed as naturally 
as a ſhadow is caſt by the ſun, or an image is reflected upon 


Water. If the ground, on which the ſhadow is caſt, be not 
broken and uneven; nor the ſurface, from which the image is 


reflected, diſturbed and confuſed; a Juſt * 18 e | 
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But however the caſe may have fared with Ph iloſophy; i N 
common life, theſe prineiples are ſtill implicitly maintained, 
nor is any other topic: of praiſe or blame ever recurred to, 
when we employ any panegyrie or ſatyr, any applauſe or; cen . 
fure of human action and behaviour. If we oblerye; men, in 
every intercourſe of buſineſs or pleaſure, in each diſeourſe and 
converſation; we ſhall find them no where, except in F N if 
ſchools, at any- loſs-upon this ſubject. What ſo natural, for 
inſtance, as the following dialogue? You are very happy, we 
ſhall ſuppoſe one to ſay, addreſſing himſelf to another, that 
you have given your avon? to CAN THE He is a man : 
| of honour and humanity. Every one, who Has any intercourſe > 
with him, 18 ſure of fair and kind treatment“! I congratu- 
late you tob, ſays another, on the Promiling expectations of 
this ſon-in-law ; ; whoſe aſſiduous application to the ſtud / of 
the laws, whoſe quick penetration and early knowlege both of 
men and buſineſs, prognoſticate the greateſt honours and ad- 
vancement f. You ſurpriſe me much, replies a third, When 
a you talk of CLEANTHES as a man of buſineſs and application: 
Eo | E:met him lately in a circle of the gayeſt company, And he 
Was the very life and ſoul of our converſation: 86 much wit 


with good manners; ; fo much gallantry. without Affectation; 


; 0 much ingenious baer er th Ta en 0 Re 4 ö I her y 
| 4 Qualities uſeful to others. ; e 9585 a | 1 eu 's 5 8 8 
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| Hill angrrs fas a fourth, if Nu Knew [1 him 71 112 ore e fam | 7 2 
Thos chearfulneſs which vou u, might mark ann him, ] 85 14 


K 127 ry 5 1 * 


| den flaſh ſtruek out by company: * It runs through the Whole. 
tenor of his life, and preferves a ee ſerenity on his 
countenance, and tranquillity in his foul... He has met with. 
ſevere trials, misfortunes, as well as dangers; and by his great- 
nels of mind, was till ſuperior to all of themdf. The image, 
gentlemen, which you have here delineated of CLAN T HES, 
cry I. is that of accompliſhed merit. Each of you has given a 
ſtroke of the pencil to his figure; and you have unawares ex 
ceeded all the pictures drawn by GRATIA Nor CASTIGLION E. 
A prays n ſelect this character as a model of . 
"irtus. e foordut eirtt Noz 2tof TR 18 
2W d 190-516 90Y eli ani n eg dl llc 
1 48 every vality., which 18 Wein dn or a to our= 
5 Fa or others, is, in common lle, allowed to be a part of 
perſonal merit; ſo no other will ever be received, Where men 


judge, of things by, their, natural, unpre; Juiced reaſon, without 
zg deluſixe gloſſes of ſuperſtition and falſe religion. bag, 
| faſting, penances, mortification, | ſelf-denial, humility, filence, 
ſolitude, and the whole train of monkiſh virtues; ; for what 
enen are they every. where e rejected PE men. n of ſenſe, but be 
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Aer in che tle. nor - render him 85 more Were mender 
of ſociety z either, qualify, ham for the entertainment of com- 

+ 18 nox:encreale his power of ſelf-enjoyment? We obſerve, 
OOO. that they croſs all theſe. defirable ends; ; ſtu- 
nderſtanding and harden the Nd obſcure the fancy: 


od Qualities immediately n to others. 
+ Qualities immediately agreeable to the perſon. himſelf; 3 
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 and,four. the temperc Weg 1 wen e 
the g ppoſite column, and place them inthe catalogue | cebizy 
nor has any ſuperſtition foreę ſuſſcient, among men of the: 
world, to pervert entirely theſe natural ſentimer 8. UA gloomy, 
hair-brained, enthuſiaſt, after his death, may have aà place in 
che e alendar; hut Will fear ge ęvex be admitted when alive, into 
are A ſociety, nt Ne 1 
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lence . or elk⸗lore, which prevail in human nature; a diſpute, 
which is never ik k ely to > have any iſſue, both becauſe men, who, . 


have ra en party, are > not cally convinced, and. becauſe Ihen 


f v 

phenomena, | which c x Can be produced on either Aide, are to, dil=. 
perſed, 10 uncertain, and fubjeet to ſo many interpretations, 
that "tis ſcarce poſſible accurately to compare them . or dray bh 
from tem any determinate inference or concluſion, Tis ſut- 

1 II 31 8 - 
ficient for our preſent Purpoſe, if 3 it be allowed, hat f ure: dy... 
without the Rredteſt abſurdity « cannot be diſputed, that th her els 
ſome benevolence; However ſmall, infuſed into our bofom 3 


ſome ſpark of kiiendmip for 8 kind; ſome particle o - 15 
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dove kneaded into our frame, along with the elem ts of th 
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ever ſo weak; let them be inſufficient to move, even a Þ han nd 0 3 


finger of our body; they muſt ftill direct che determinations 0 
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fore, immediately ariſes; a general ſentiment of blame oy a 
approbation ; a tendency, however faint, to the objects of the 
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_ natit ſelfiſhneſs of human Eindz be amy Wife Featidllized At 

hearing of the wi k ſentiments öf virtie," implanted in our” 
nature. On the contraryg they Are fond ab Lady to fiat“ 
the one tenet as the others and Their fpfrit of 'Eitire; „ (tor Tack” 
it appears, rather than of corruption) Haturally gives Life to Bott 


opinions; which have, indeed, a great and almoſt an ihdiſfo- 
luble connection 7 
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are here excluded from our theory concerning the origin of 
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morals,” not becauſe they are too weak, but ec. ſe th hey, bave 
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HR enn 
implies ſome ſentiment c common to all mankin ; „Which recom- 
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cerning, 1 15 599000 iwplies f ſome ſentiments, fo zuniverſal 8 nd, 
com rehenſive as to extend to all mankind, and render the 
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actions and conduct, even of the perſons the moſt rer 
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When a a man denomiinates anot 1 kis enemy, his rival, His 


— 


' "antagon ift, his adverſaty, he 38. underſtood. to ſpeak” the lan- 
_ guage of ſelf-love,. and to expreſs ſentiments, peculiar | to him- 
ſelf, and ariſing from his particular circumſtances and ſitua- 
tion. But when he beſtows on any man the epithets of vicious 
or odious or depraved, he then peaks another language, and 


expreſſes ſentiments, in which he expects that all his audience 


1 are to concur with him. He muſt here, therefore, depart from 
his Private and particular ſituation, and muſt chuſe a point of 
view, common to him with others: He muſt move ſome 1 uni- 
verſal Principle of the human frame, and touch a fring, to 

y which all mankind have an accord and ſymphony. If he 
means, therefore, to expreſs, that this man poſſeſſes qualities, 
whoſe tendency 18 pernicious to ſociety, he has choſen this 

ä common point of view, and has touched the principle of ku 

7 manity, in Which every man, in ſome degree, concurs. While 


9 the human heart 1s compounded of the ſame elements as at 


preſent, it will never be wholly indifferent to the public good, 
nor entirely unaffected with the tendencies of characters and 
manners. And though this affection of humanity may not 
generally be efteemed fo firong as vanity or ambition, yet, 
being common to all men, it can alone be the foundation of 
morals,” or of any general ſyſtem of blame or praiſe. One 
man's ambition is not another” s ambition; nor will the ſame 
event or object latisfy both : But. the humanity of one man is 
the humanity of every one; and the fame objec touches this 
paſſon in all human creatures, BUR SE eee e 


But the ſentiments, which ariſe IG umanice. aren not only 
the dame! in all human creatures, and Produce the ſame : appro 


c oN R 


| bation or cenſure; but they allo comprehend all human e crea= | 


tures; nor is there any one whoſe conduct or character! 18 not, 
by their means, an object, to every one, of cenſure or appro- 
bation. On the contrary, thoſe other paſſions, commonly de- 
| nominated ſelfiſh, both produce different ſentiments in each 
individual, according to his particular ſituation ; and alſo con- 


template the greateſt part of mankind with the utmoſt indiffe- 


rence and unconcern. Whoever has a high regard and eſteem 


for me flatters my vanity; whoever expreſſes contempt mor- 


tifies and diſpleaſes me: But as my name is known but to a 
ſmall part of mankind. there are few who come within the 
ſphere of this paſſion, or excite, on its account, either my 
affection or diſguſt. But if you repreſent a tyrannical, inſo- 
lent, or barbarous behaviour, in any country or in any age of 
the world; I ſoon carry my eye to the pernicious tendency of 
ſuch a E and feel the ſentiments of repugnance and diſ- 
pleaſure towards it. No character can be ſo remote as to be, 
in this light, wholly indifferent to me. What is beneficial to 
ſociety or to the perſon himſelf muſt fill be preferred. And 
every quality or action, of every human being, mult, by this 


means, be ranked under ſome claſs or denomination, expreſſive 
of general cenſure or applauſe. 


What more, therefore, can we 4A to Aiſtinpuiſh the ſenti- 
ments; dependant on > HO from thoſe connected with 
any other paſſion, or to ſatisfy. us, why. the former are the 
origin of morals, and not the latter? Whatever conduct gains 
my approbation, by touching my humanity, procures alſo the 
applauſe of all men, by affecting the ſame principle in them: : 
But what ſerves my avarice or ambition pleaſes only. theſe paſ- 
ſions in me, and affects not the avarice and ambition of the reſt 
Vor. U. 5 Aa a 5 | of 
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leſt thoſe ſocial affections interfere, in a. greater and more im 
mediate degree than any other purſuits, with. private utility, 
and cannot be gratified, without ſome important ſacriſices of 
honour and advantage? If ſo, we are but: ill inſtructed in the 


nature of the human paſſions, and are more anfluenced * 
verbal diſtinctions n real I differences. 


# 
- 


* eee may wy Lacks be end 3 
the /elfi/Þ and ſocial ſentiments. or. diſpoſitions, | they are really 
no more oppoſite than ſelfiſh and ambitious, ſelfiſh and revenge-- 
ſa, ſelfiſh and vain. "Tis requiſite, . that there be an original 
propenſity of ſome Eind, in order to be a baſis- to. ſelf-love, 
by giving a-reliſh to the objects of its: purſuit; and none more 
fit for this purpoſe than benevolence or humanity:. The goods 
of fortune are ſpent in one gratification ox other: The mifer, 
who aceumulates- His annual! income, and lends it out at inte- 
reſt, has really ſpent it in the gratification of his avarice. 
And it would be diffeult to ſhow,, why. a mam is more a loſer 
an generous action, than by any other method of 'expence; ; 
| fince the utmoſt which: he can attain, by the moſt elaborate..: 

8 18 the: gh of. ſome affection... | 


Now af. lifs, ee * We muſt be altogether inſipid and 
tieſome; zulet a man ſuppoſe that he has full power. of model 
ling his own diſpoſition, and let him deliberate: what appetite 
or:defire-- ht would chaoſe for. the foundationzof his happineſs 
and.enjoyment... Every affection; he would. obſerve, when: 
_ gratified by ſucceſs, gives a; ſatisfaction proportioned to its 
force and violence; but beſides - this advantage, common to 
all, the immediate feeling; of benevolence and: friendſſlip, hu- 
Mmanity and. kindneſs, 1 13:4weet,: {tnooth;., tender, and. agreeable, 


„ inde 


conclus fox. © 


Topiaiudcen of all fortune and accidents. Theſe virtues are 
beſides attended with a pleaſing conſciouſneſs or remembrance, 
and keeps us in hutaour with ourſelves as well as others; while 
we retain the agreeable reflection of having done our part to- 
wards mankind and ſociety. And though all men ſhow a 
jealouſy of our ſucceſs in che purſuits of avarice and ambition; 
yet we are almoſt ſure of their good-will and good-wiſhes, ſo 
long as we perſevere i in the paths of virtue, and employ our- 
ſelves in the execution of generous plans and purpoſes. What 
other paſſion 3 is there where we ſhall find fo many allyantages | 
united; an agreeable ſentiment, a pleaſing conſciouſneſs, a 

| good reputation? But of theſe truths, we may oblerve, men 
are, of themſelves, pretty much convinced; nor are they de- 
ficient i in their _ to fociety, da _ would not wiſh to 


45 


| fee themſclves ſuch. 


| Treating vice with the REY e e 1 makings it all 
poſſible conceſſions, we muſt acknowlege, that there is not, in 
any. inſtance, the ſmalleſt pretext for giving it the preference 
above vittue, with a view to ſelf-intereſt; except, perhaps, in 
che caſe of Juſtice, where a man, taking things in a certain 
light, may often ſeem to be a loſer by his integrity. And 
though it is allowed, that, without a regard to property, no 
ſociety could ſubſiſt; yet, according to the imperfect way in 
which human affairs are conducted, a ſenſible knave, in parti- 
cular incidents, may think, that an act of iniquity or infide- 
lity will make a conſiderable addition to his fortune, without 
_ cauſing any conſiderable breach in the focial union and confe- 
deracy. That honeſty ig the beſt policy, may be a good general 
mes but is liable to many exceptions : And he, it WY) perhaps, 
BN 2 „ | be 


M Ss en ic 
be judged, eonducts himſelf with moſt wiſdom, Who obſerves 
e nn rule, and takes enen of all eee 


1 muſt ee eg that X: a man thanks. "that this reaſoning 

much requires an anſwer, it will be a little difficult to find: any, 
which will. to him. appear ſatisfaQory ; and convincing. . 8 Bis : 
heart rebels. not againſt ſuch pernicious. maxims, if he feels 
no reluctance to the thoughts of villany or baſeneſs, he has 
indeed loſt a conſiderable motive to virtue; and we may ex 
pect, chat his practice will be anſwerable to his ſpeculation. | = 
But in all ingenuous natures, the antipathy to treachery and, 
roguery is too ſtrong to be counterbalanced by any views of 
profit or pecuniary advantage. Inward peace of mind, conſci- : 
ouſneſs of integrity, a ſatisfactory view of our own conduct; 
| theſe are circumſtances very requiſite to happineſs, and will be 
cheriſhed and cultivated, by every honeſk man, who feels the 
ORE: of them. | 


2 


Such a one e has, 1 the frequent Magic of ſeeing 
knaves, with all their pretended cunning and ability, betrayed 
by their own, maxims; and while, they purpoſe to cheat 
with moderation. and ſecrecy, a tempting incident occurs, 
nature is frail,. and. they give into the. ſnare.; whence they can 
never extricate themſelves, without a total loſs. of reputation, 


and the forfeiture of all fut ture truſt and confidence with man- 
kind. 


% 


But were they ever fo ſecret and ſucceſsful; the honeſt man; 
if he has any tincture of Philoſophy, or even common obſer- 
vation and reflection, will diſcover that they themſelves are, 
in the end, the greateſt dupes, and have ſacrificed the inva- 
luable enjoyment of a character, with themſelves at leaſt, for 

, the 
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the acquiſit tion of wortlileſs toys and gewgaws. How little is 
requiſite to ſupply the neceſſities of nature? And in a view to 
pleaſure, what compariſon between the unbought fatisfaQtions_ 
of converſation, ſociety, ſtudy, even health and the common 
beauties of nature, but above all, the. peaceful reflection on 
one's own condudt : What compariſon, I fay, between theſe, 


and the feveriſh, empty amuſements of luxury and expence ? 


Theſe - natural pleaſures, indeed, are really without price; 


both becauſe they are below all price in their attainment, and 
above it in heir , ther od onond Bfedly 57 


4 * + 4 
Fa * 4 A 
5 bs 
* 
* F = 
% * * 
* 
0 4 + N 1 
« * * 75 1 ow F 7 vs 7 + af = * s * 7 - » * - * # *- 
+ . 0 T 
0 * ** : ; 2 es A a 4 
* 
i . 
1 * — = 4, * ff m 
2 9 * 4 * * — * — — — * 
* ** 4 * | 2 — * 
OY 
4 
F 4 - * - * ” % 2 * * © 
8 1 1 
＋ * x Ce # * # FY 0 2 0 mY Fr 
* * jd * 
4 — * 2 
E - tet © 2 « by — 1 o - q - 
C — 
* * - » * * * Py 
4 * 5 ned 0 F | 


= * 
* : % 6 F Y ; * & 
* 1 - - * 1 * CY 
* 
* * 
P , * 
0 
£ ”- J 4 * ; : 
* - * * 
9 
0 . 
* + 
© * © - — * . A o 
2; 
* = a 2 * 3, 0 - ” * 1 
* 1 * * 1 - ” * 
% 3, 9 
* 4 * 3 * * * 
7 2 
* 
* o 
; $ * » 
F 4 bg * - © * 
1 * - - ws, oy 
2 . * 
* 1 C\ " J 
. N hu ” 7 
— 
* * P = 
* * 
4 ls 
. 4 N 1 ** 
7 x g 4 - 
. . 
. 
> * 
5 — * 4 ” 
*, * * * * 
bs ; 4 | 2 $ , 
- 0 * , * * * 
” * 
on xz 4 þ 
3 * " 
= 4 . — - 
* 1 7 p 
P * - * * 
8 % * * 
7 f 
7 £3 * 4 o c # * 
* * * 2 8 
* 3 * ws = » uk. % : 4 " - 
— oy 
* 
$ * 
* »w * * PF * 1 5 - — 
* 1 a * © F 
* * — » * a * « 
yn — * < 1 * 4 — 0 
* > 
„ , b1 1 . ” 4 bs 
p # EI Es . ; $644 1 F © +} „„ ev jr ©..4 te. 
1 1 Py . * 1 7 4 1 - 7 7 I * 7 : N 5 
43 FI. * , 2 „ % 4 - N * 5 * * * A . 1 — , = * £ — — 4 > 
\ * * ry 
E 5 * * 6. 8 3 =” % y 
1 f L 2 1 7 4 © 
* 1 4 + x 8 ? 4 2 4 * 4 3 9 % * ; 
4 * 141 * 80 * - k 4 . 4 | Dn 
* . 
£ 
4 - 4 L y ' - X 
7 ” 4 7 . 4 : : x pp I 
4 +% & 7 41 1 4 3 — 
* 
- * . ” 
3 
N ii n enen 5 
* . 5 5 F ; + & % \- 
*. + £ £ # 7 # — - * < 21 4 „» 
. 
” . f 
$* 
* * 
<s by . = . „ * - „* 8 
" * 7 
* * 
— © - pa % 
1 f 
* 
had 4 
* 
. 
« 
* 0 . 
— 
- 
. 8 — 
* 
- . 
— * 
3 
. 
* 
* 
* — 
2 9 
El — 
* . 


— 


— — 


A 


AASA G:MORA:L Monat 


* * a, 
WY 4.5 


F the bene kypotheſs be received, it Alk ue be r 

for us to determine the queſtion firſt ſtarted *, concerning 
che general principles of morals; and though we poſtponed 
the deeiſion of that queſtion, leſt it ſhould then involve us in 
- intricate ſpeculations, vhich are unfit for moral diſcourſes, we 
may reſume. 1t at preſent, and examine how far either reaſon 
or ſentiment enters into all determination of praiſe or cenfure. 


One principal foundation of moral probe being ſuppoſed to 
lie in the. uſefulneſs of any quality or action; 'tis evident, 


that reaſan muſt enter for a conſiderable ſhare in all determi- 
nations of this kind; ſince nothing but that faculty can inſtruct 
us in the tendency of qualities and actions, and point out their 
beneficial conſequences to ſociety and to their poſſeſſors. In 
many caſes, this is an affair hable to great controverfy: Doubts 
may ariſe; oppoſite intereſts may occur; and a preference 
muſt be given to one ſide, from very nice views, and a ſmall 
.overballance of utility. This 18 particularly remarkable 3 in 
queſtions with regard to juſtice; as is, indeed, natural to 
Ges tar from that 1 of utility, WEIS attends this vir- 


ets Sect. 2 : #5 | N 
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tue . Were every ſingle. inſtance of juſlice, like that of 
benevolence, uſeful to ſociety; this would be a more ſimple 
ſtate of the caſe, and ſeldom liable to great controverſy. But 
as ſingle inſtances of juſtice are often pernicious in their firſt 
and immediate tendency, and us the advantage to ſociety reſults 
only from the obſervance of the general rule, and from the 
conourrence and combination of ſeveral. perſons in the ſame 
equitable conduct; the caſe here becomes more intricate and 
involved. The various circuntſtances of ſociety; the various 
conſequences of any practice; the various intereſts, - which 
may -be- propoſed::: Theſe, on many occaſions, are doubtful, . 
and ſubject to great'diſcuſſion and enquiry. The object of: 
municipal laws is to fix all the queſtions with regard to juſtice: 
The debates of civilians; the reflections of politicians; the ; 
precedents of hiſtories: and public records, are all directed to 
the ſame purpoſe. And a very accurate reaſon or: Judgment. 18-+ 
often requiſite, to give the true determination, amidſt ſuch 
intricate doubts ariſing, from- obſcure or oppoſite utilities. 


But though reaſon, when. fully aſſiſted and improved; be 
ſufficient to inſtruct us in the Pernicious:or uſeful tendencies of 
qualities and actions; it is not alone ſufficient to produce any 
moral blame or approbation. Utility 4 is only a: tendency to a 
certain end; and were the end totally indifferent to us, we 
{ould feel che fame indifference towards the means. Tis 
requiſſte a ſentiment ſhould here diſplay itſelf, in order to give. 
a: preference to the uſeful above the pernicious tendencies. 
This ſentiment can be no other khan a feeling for the happi- 
neſs of mankind, and a reſentment of their miſery; ſince theſe 
Axe the nend ends, which virtue and vice have a tendeney 


= + See Appendix 1. | 
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| 1 Wnbhsteyt Here; lrerr forec ren, inſtructs us in the FEY 
| 6 _ «tendencies of aQions; and n mani makes à diſtinction in 
* kirour ef Hole, w hic areal did beneficial, 117 11 


new Mt Og * e r Al 159 "4 16 17 „ * 


his Partition between .the faculties of uaderftanding and 
ſentiment, in all moral, deciſions, ſeems clear from the preceding 
hypotheſis. But I ſhall ſuppoſe. that hypotheſis falſe : It will then 
be requiſite | to look out for, ſome other theory, that may be. ſatis- 
factory; and ] dare venture to affirm, that none ſuch will ever 15 

be found, ſo long as we ſuppoſe reaſon to be the ſole ſource of 

| ö•ñ„ morals. . To prove this, it will be Hep. to weigh, the fre 

1 following conſiderations. | 


1 "i eaſy for a falſe bypothens to maintain ſome appeat- 
ance of truth, while it keeps wholly 3 in generals, "makes uſe 
of undefined terms, and employs compariſons, inſtead of in- 
ſtances.” This is particularly remarkable in that philoſophy, 
which aſcribes the diſcernment of all moral diſtinctions to rea- 
ſon alone, without the concurrence of ſentiment. "Tis impoſſible, 

in any particular inſtance, that this hypotheſis can ſo much 
as be rendered intelligible; whatever ſpecious figure it may 
make in general declamations and diſcourſes. Examine the 
crime of ingratitude, for inſtance; which has place, wherever 
we obſerve good- will, expreſſed and known, together with 
good offices performed, on the one fide, and a return of u- 
will or indifference, with ill-offices and neglect on the other: 
Anatomie all. theſe circumſtances, and examine, by your. rea- 
ſon alone, in. what. conſiſts, the demerit or blame; I ou -never 
will come to any iſue or concluſion. coke bak gi, 


*» A * +4444; Fm —w_ + 
ſo SE 1 . 


* 


Reaſon judges either of matter of fat or of relations: PO 
quire chen, firſt, where is that matter of * Which we here 
call 


_ 
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| ne an ie ns CANTAPTE TT FI 
deſcribe its eſſence or nature; explain the ſenſe or faculty, to 
which it diſcovers itſef, It reſides in the mind of the perſon 
Who is ungrateful. He muſt, therefore, feel it, and be con- 


cous of it. But nothing is there, except the paſſion of ill- 


Will or abſolute indifference, You cannot ſay, that theſe, of 
themſelves, always, and in all circumſtances, are crimes. No: 
They are only crimes, when directed towards perſons, who 
have before expreſſed and diſplayed good will towards us. 


7 


; Conſequently, we may infer, that the crime of ingratitude is 


not any particular individual fa# ; but ariſes from a compli- 


cation of circumſtances, which, being preſen ted to the ſpec- 


tator, excites the ſentiment of blame ; by the e particular go | 
ture and fabric of his mind, 


This repreſentat tion, you ſay, is falle. | Grime, indeed, con- 
ſiſts not in a particular Jadt, of whole reality we are aſſured by 
reaſon : But it conſiſts in certain moral relations, diſcovered 
by reaſon, in the ſame manner as we diſcover, by rea- 


ſon, the truths of geometry or algebra. But what are the 
; relations, I aſk, of which you here talk? In the caſe tated 


above, I ſee firſt good-will and good offices in one perſon ; then 
ill-will and ill-offices in the other. 


the relation of contrariety. Does the crime conſiſt in that 


Between theſe, there is 


relation? But ſuppoſe, that a perſon bore me ill-will or did 


me ill-offices 3 and I, 


in return, 


were indifferent towards 


him, or did him good-offices : : Here is the fame relation 
of contrariety; and yet my conduct is often highly lau- 
: dable. Twiſt and turn this matter, as much as you will, you 
can never reſt the morality on relation; but muſt have recourſe 
to the deciſions of ſentiment. | 
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on A b FE N DIX Hen 
When tis affirmed; that two and ret are een ts the” half 

of ten; this relation of equality, T underſtind perfectty. 1 
conceive; that if ten be divided into two parts, of whith = 
| | has as many units as the other ; and if ahy of theſe parts be 
1 e compared to two added to three, it will contain as many undes | 
as that compound number. But when you draw thent à com- 
parifoni to inibrat relations, T On that T am altogether at's 105 
to underſtand . . A moral action, à crime, fuck as ingrati- 
tude, is a complicated object. Does the morality conſiſt in the 
relation of its Parts to each other. How? After what man- 
ner? Specify the relation: Be more particular and 1 | 
in Four propofitions ; and you will ality ſee their falſhood. 


No, ſay you, the morality conſiſls in the relation of a&ions 
to the rule of right; and they are denominated good or ill, 
according as they agree or diſagree with it. What then is this 
rule of right ? In what does it conſiſt? How is it determined? 
By reaſon, you'll ſay, which eätmites the moral relations of 
actions. $6 that moral relations are determined by the compa- 
riſon of actions to a rule.” And that rule i 18 determined by con- 


Ae 


ſidering the moral relations of objects. sn not this fine reaſon- : 


6 a 7 * 
7119 74 {3 h 1 p "<P 180 
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Al ahi 18 . you cry: That; 18 cn There 
needs nothing more to give a ſtrong prefumption of falſhood 
Yes, reply I: Here are metaphyſics ſurely: But they _ 
on your ſide, who, advance an abſtruſe hypotheſis, which can 
never be made intelligible, nor quadrate with any particular 
inſtance or illuſtration. The hypotheſis which we embrace is 
plain. It maintains, that morality is determined by ſentiment. 

; lt defines virtue to be, whatever mental acbion or quality gives 


to 


CONCERNING MORAL SENTIMENT. 7% 


10 16: ſpeator 1h pleaſing ſentiment. & approbiotian; ant vice 
dhe contrary: |, We then proceed to examine a plain matter of 
fact, viz, What actions have this influenoe: We conſider all 
the circumſtances, in which theſe actions agree: And from 
hence endeavour to extract ſome general obſervations. with 

. theſe ſentiments., If you call this metaphyſics, and 
dany thing abſtruſe here, you need only: clude, that your 
turn of wind 1 not; ite to the moral ſcienges. 1,4... 


III. her à man; ar any me, deliberired GGnitetriing His 
own! conduct, bas, Whether he had better, in =" pater 
emergence, aſſiſt brotlier or a benefactorp he mut conſider 

theſe ſeparate” relations, with all che circumſfanccs and Titua- 
tions, of the perſons, i in order to determine the ſuperior duty 
and obligation : And in order to determine the proportion of 


31 'Y 


: lines 3 in any triangle, tis, neceffary to examine the nature of 
that figute, and the, relations, which Its. ſeveral parts bear to 
each other. But notwithſtanding this, appearing ſimilarity in 
the two cafes, there is, at the bottom, an extreme difference 
between, them. | A ſpeculative reaſoner concerning triangles. or 
circles conſiders, the ſeveral known and given relations of the 
parts of theſe figures; and from thence infers ſome unknown 
relation, which is dependent on the former. But in moral 
deliberatibns; owe! muſt be acquainted, befpre-hand, with all 
the dbhjects, and all their relations to each other; and from a 
campariſon of the whole, fix our choice or approbation. No 
neyy fact to. be aſcertained: No new relation to be diſcovered. 
All the eircumſtances of the caſe are ſuppoſed to be laid before 

us, ere ve can ſix any ſentence of blame or approbation. If 
any material circumſtance be yet unknown or doubtful, we muſt 
firſt n our enquiry or intellectual faculties to affure us 
Cec'2 76 | of 
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ment. While we are 1gnbfaft whether u than was aggreſſur 
bf not, how iti wel determine whether the perſon, ho kid 
him, be criminal or ihnecent ? But after every cirtumſtance, 
every relation isknowti, the uniderſtanding has no farther room, 
operate; ner any obzect, en whith! it could employritfelf. 
The approbation er blame, which mien enſues, cannot be the 
work. of the 1 but pt, the heart; and is no A ; 64 


2810 3 7A h 


wan: PIR e en e leg 97 Dn AN 
pr FR the gilgui HELM t NG 5 * 8235 21 20wn 11 


ner; anch rel If N Ty n ale er lon, me G 922 Pax e 

eee the circumſlances an latzgns mult be 
and the mind, x 8 
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guſts; eſteem or cm5 (ARRFORRUA, fc ot yd nr 
”" Hence the great difference between a tmiftake ef Sack und 


8e ee uv he reaſon, wHy the one 18 Ctftmerbyů 
15 ie 4 St tlie dale Le Bir ts Biſed I ib, 
he as bf: 5 of the re tion, I OO IN ds. 
cent an ne Y, fürn = 10 roles us opinions chtiberürtg 
the action which te eke, But when NERO Ried 
An HI Ne, all therelations between, himſelf and, the perſon, 
anck ull æhelcirtumſtances of the fact were ianteredegtiy kngyyn 
Hime But the motive of revenge, or fear o intereſt;; Pre vafled 
216 kls vage heart over the ſentiments of qutyand humanity. 
Pity wulte n! are -expireſs: that deteſtation ;agaiuſt imb to Nhichk 
1e 2MinſbMHjvin, bnlirtle time, became inſenhhlea tig nge i that 
ye: © ny" felatibns, of which he; Was ignorant but that, 
Frbft the: xeQitude of our diſpoſition We Feeb ſentiments, 
' gainſt which he was hardened, from _— and a long per- 
ſeverance 7 
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ſevernnceriniiths maſt,enormous,crim8h.., In theſe ſentiments, 


thin;onotamadiſearery! f xelations of 8ny Findy;dgall moral 
| Uetermabations:cqnlift.12 Before Mei gan pretend to form, any 


deciſion of: this; kind, every thing muſt be known ang aſcer- 


tained on ther ſide of dhe Obectt Oord aon, Nothing remains | 
but to feel, on our part, ſome ſentiment of blame or ;approha- 


5 Warr whence we pronounce the, achn 3 ON FHRUSY 1 
il. This ati will MENG int 2 Aent, Ge + We cm 


1 pr moral beauty with natural, j 8 10 many \ patticiifats, - 


TOLL IT 


it bears to.n near a reſemblance. N 65 che proportion rela- 


Wallas 


don, an poſition of pe parts, that alf nat al beaur) depends; 
but 3 it would be abſurd thence to infer, that the pe cepti6n'of 

beauty, like that of truth in geometrieal problems, eonſiſts 
Wholly 71 6 the perception of relations, und was:perforniel en- 


dhe unknown; But in all deriſions o cer al beauty, 
TTT 


_thence proceed to. ffel a ſentiment. of complacency or gt 


according to the nature of the een and 3 af ſpolition e 


it 11snfovnt Bas 1a 


organs. 115 Kor 1 1 100 5 021" * 101101 | 211 


EU iB bas fully explained all the quilities. of the circle ; 
at Ras net, iti any propoſition, ſaid a word: of its beauty. 
ute reaſch is evident. The: beauty is not a quality of the 
GE It nes not in any part of the line, whoſe parts are 
1 "Equally diſtaflt from a temmon center. Tt» is only the effect, 

Whick tht fighre” operates upon the mind, whoſe peculiar 

flabrit or ſtructure renders it ſuſceptible of ſuch ſentiments. In 
val would yu look for it in the circle, or ſeek it, either by 


-797 ga9l s bas NI fiat mon! 25 42158 a M Adv Rather 


4 1 tra 
4 * * 4 * 4 4 + 


, - 
„„ 7 „ _ 


2 — e r — - 2 , - 
” © Ce es 4 . 
222 = ES ER DE me rIl... l - —_—_— = 


tirely by the underſtanding or intellectüak fäculties! In all the 
Jeiences, our mind, from, the know gelation, 8 * 
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gance and beauty. 


| 1 ' - < : Fi 4 
, [ . \ 


| 11 7 95 ies 
a by mathematical reaſoninigs,, in all the . 


of that figure. Not oi 10 Pet iris OR e 


t 411i sit ute ch 105 

"Attend to PALLADI and ERRAULT, while e they « ex lain | 
Ii 203 yd ; 

att the parts and Proportions of a "pillar: They talk of the 
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cornice ind freeze and baſe and enable and ſhaft and archi- 


trave; and give the deſeription and poſition of theſe members. 
But ſhould. you aſk the deſcription and poſition of its beauty, 
they would readily reply, that the beauty is not in any of the 


parts or members of a pillar, but refults from the whole, when 


that complicated figure is preſented to an intelligent mind, 


ſuſceptible. of thoſe finer ſenſations, Till ſuch a ſpectator ap- 


pear, there is nothing but a figure of ſuch particular dimen- 
ſions and proportions: From his ſentiments alone ariſe its er 
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Again; ; attend to Giernc, while he paints che g crimes of, a 
VERRES or. A CaTiLINE;. you muſt. .acknowlege,, BY: the 
moral turpitude reſults, in the ſame manner, from t tl he con m. 
templation of, the whole, When preſented to a being; whole 


A 
organs have 


fuch, a en ſtructure i e 
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ſide;  Meckneſs, ſuſferance, OT. innocence e on * ches: | 
: \ 2 8 
But if you feel no Indignation | or compaſſion | ariſe 1 in you from 
HN 1 
this complication of circumſtances, you would 1 in vain alle him, 
„Ass Lin y 


in what conſiſts the crime or villainy, which he ſo vehemently 


exclaims againſt : At what time, or on what ſubject it firſt | 
began to exit : And what has. a few months afterwards berome 
of it, when every diſpoſition: and thought of all the actors are 
totally altered, or annihilated. No ſatisfactory anſwer can be 
given to any of theſe queſtions, upon the abſtract hypotheſis 5 
d | 5 5 l of 5 
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of morals ; and we muſt at laſt confeſs; that the erime or it 
morality is no particular fact or relation, which can b the ob- 
ject of the underſtanding: But ariſes entirely from the ſenti- 


7. 15 


ment of diſapprobation, which, by the ſtructure of human 


nature, we W feel on the apprehenſion of barbariry 


ns DIE 
or treachery.” 
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A Münimate digi may bear to each ber dl ke kalle 
relations, which we obſer ve in moral agents j though che former 


can never be the object of love or hatred, nor are cortfequently! 


ſuſceptible of merit or iniquity. A young tree) RA overs 
tops and deſtroys its parent, ſtands in all the Tame” relations 
with Nx RO, when he murdered AGRIPPINA ; and brake 


conſiſted in any abſtract . N 2 no doubt, be . e | 
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criminal. B Solis 


V. It Appeure esch "that the TR ends of bee 
5 actions cary never, in any cafe, be accounted for by reaf 
recommend themſelves entirely to the ſentiments and FIT 
of mankind, without any dependance on the intellectual facul-" 
ties. Ask a man, why he uſes exerc: iſe 3 he will anſwer, becauſe 
he defires to keep his health. If you then enquire, why he 
deft res health, he will readily reply, becan eki i is painf . 
If you puſh your enquiries farther, and defire a reaſon, why, 
he hates pain, tis impoſſible hecan ever give any. This i is an 


N ultimate end, b and! 1s never r referr ed to any other obe. 


I 


Perhaps, 'to/yout 


r ſecond Uebe wt he defires health, he ; 

may alſo reply; that tis weceſary for the exerciſe of his calling. g 

If. you aſk, why'he is anxious on that head, he will anſwer, 5 
2 wo deſires to get money. If * demand . It ie 
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of pleafare, aut a0 . And beyond this it 1 . 
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abfurdity to aſk for a reaſon.” Tis „pole ee can be a 
progreſs i in infinitum; and that one thing can always be a rea- 


ſon, why another 1 18 defired. Something muſt be deſirable on 
its own account, and becauſe of its immediate Aer _ 
agreement with buman * and affeRtion, 6 


A Re) 


Now as vixtue is an ud. and] 18 F on 1 own account | 
without fee or reward, merely for the immediate fatisfaQtion 


which it conveys ; 'tis requiſite that there ſhould” be ſome ſenti- 
ment, which it touches; ſome internal taſte or feeling, or 


whatever you pleaſe to call it, which diſtinguiſhes moral good 
and evil, and which embraces the one and rejects the other. 


Thus the diſtin boundaries and offices of reaſon and of 


taſte are eaſily aſcertained. The former conveys the knowlege 


of truth and faſhood ; The latter gives the ſentiment of beauty 


and deformity, vice and virtue, The one diſcoyers objects, as 


they really ſtand in nature, without addition or diminution : 


The other has a productive faculty, and gilding or ſtaining all 


natural objects with the colours, borrowed from internal ſenti- 


ment, raiſes, in a manner, a new creation. Reaſon, being 


cool and diſengaged, is no motive to action, and direQs only 
the impulſe received from appetite or inclination, by ſhowing 
us the means of obtaining happineſs or avoiding miſery: 

Taſte, as it gives pleaſure or pain, and thereby conſtitutes hap- 
pineſs or miſery, becomes a motive to action, and is the firſt 
ſpring or impulſe to deſire and volition. From circumſtances 
and relations, known or ſuppoſed, the former leads to the 
diſcovery of the concealed and unknown: After all eircum- 
ſtances and relations are e lid before us, the latter makes us feel 
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which affords. vo leiſure to reflect on the 8 ox conduct 


| becauſe he then feels himſelf under the dominion of the bene- | 
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WE intention of this! appendix is to give ſome more 

1 poartitular e plication of tlie origin and natur of juſtibe, 
and to mark ſome differences between ĩt and theother' virtues. 
i | suhlrzibgi 9 of to 5345 1 3 } » 213 TON & non! 01 

a The ſocial Vrtwe 5 k 1151 ry, and nexoleneg eee ; 
r eder nde rendengy 95 Ae 
keeps chiefly i in view the lap ak ject, moving. th 10 ay 
pad comprehends 90h any {ch ſcheme or tylem Þ Nr the 5 
In reſplting Fi 154 the concurrence, imits 14 04, Or, ga =o | 0 
of others. K Parent flies to the relief of, his child; EM iran 
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| ported by. that natural ſympathy, which a 
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of che reſt, of mankind i in hke . circumſtances. "= A 17 
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man \embraces cheerfully an; opportunity of ſexving his frien iend ; 
ficent affections, nor is. he: concerned whether any. ther her- N 
fon 1 in the univerſe was ever before actuated by ſuch noble mor 
tives, or will. ever. afterwards Prove; their influence. In all 
theſe caſes, the ſocial paſſions haye in yiew a. ſingle individual 
object, and purſue alone the ſafety and happineſs: of the per- 


Farther fut OY eas to 7 "M 387 . 
they acquieſce. And as the good reſulting from their benign 


Theme me Hl comple 4. intentieTCato-excrtcsthe 
moral ſentiment of approbation, without any reflection on 
farther conſequences, and without the more enlarged views of 
the cohGurrenceXr inlitatib of \the otter nikmb&s of Fociety. 
On the contrary, were the generous friend or difintereſted pa- 
wioß to. ſtand! alone in the praftice, of, bengficence;, this would | 


rather inhance his value in gur eyes, and join the praiſe of 
rarity and novelty to his other more exalted merits, 


. The aſe is not the ſame with the focal tun f Juli 
fidelity. They are highly uſeful, or indeed abſolutely n 
ſary to the well⸗being of mankind : But the benefit, reſulting 
from them, is not the conſequence of every individual ſingle 
act; but arifts fromthe whole {the br Iftem, Gouturtec in 
by itte whole, or elle greateſt pe an be la el ety. General 
peace and order are the ei of © Juſtice 6 or a  genetal abſti- 
nende fiom "the polletions o others | But a particular regatd 
to the particiifa'r right of one individual citizen m may frequently, 


| dere in "ite, „pe produdtive of perniciohs conſequences „ 


The relillt of th e cel acts is here 0 0. fren dire Qly, e ite 
to" that of the ele fyſtem of actions; ; No the ner 
| bf gy nurn, While the latter is is, t = 0 the hi gn ol 
ANA Riki e et nels em 5] 
203% I 7 1815 : Plat ab of miſch — ah he ri ght 11 Tuc- 
eon Ma Wa „ in Song inftance,” be i ls fever 415114] eg 
only int b 'obſe _ of the general r ale; 3 and * ac e . 
nd if pekte! on be thereby m ma ade for all the 1 it 
NT TE TAY which flow from particul; ta ar chatatters, Ar 
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kv youb{-and inexperienced; confulereoulyithe indi: 
vidualicaſe:heforechita, and reflected on its limited ſitneſs ard 
coli vitfieties; when he laffigned the long coat th the tall boy 
anck che ſhort coat to the other of ſmaller fize. His governor 
_ infirQed him better n ma ** een, 

infliW riles, neceſy to: nen geen rar and order 
in ſociety. N 6 10 BE le! * | 1034 q QUO] L or 
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The kappilats ind poly bo in A Foe 1 
. ſocial Vürtüe bf bene velente and its ſubdiviftöns, may be cο.ꝛ 
pared to a "wall; built by many Kands g bick till rifes by each 
tone, that is heaped upon it, and receives eucreaſe propor- 
tional td the diligence und care of each worleman. The fame. 
Werke eſs; raiſed b the-ſocial virtue of juſtice and its fubdivi- 
ſions, way be compared to the büilding of a vault, here each 
indkwdüad ſtone would, of, itfelf fall to the ground; nor docs 


the whole fabrie ſapport nee marr mg mutual aſſiſtance and 
com in tion Uf its Orreipon > parts. n 30 Ava 9 
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All the lays, of nature, which regulate property, as ; yall 8511. 
civil laws, arg general, and regard alone ſome eſſential Elreums, 
ſtanges of the-caſe, without taking into confideratign che characy, 
ters, fituations and connections of the perſon. gancerned h- 
particular conſequences, which may reſult from the determis. 
nation of theſe. laws, in any particular | caſe, Which offers. hs 
They deprive,. without ſeruple, a beneficent man of all his, 
poſſelſons, if acquired by miſtake, without a,gaod, title in 
order to beſtow them on a ſelfiſh, miſer, who has already 
heaped up immenſe ſtores of ſuperfluous riches. Public utility 
bees that property ſhould be 8 by general inflexible 

b rules; 


— e eee, 40g; 


rules andhough ſuch rults ane adopted an beſſ ſorde the ſaihe 
end af, publi- utility rn ' tie impoſRiie for, cent w prevent; alk» 
partieulax hatdfhips,,2051niake; benofifial «conſequences. xeſult 
from every individual caſe. Lis ſufficient, caf the 1 
on ſcheme; be neceſſary to the ſapport of, vivil orie. and 

the balance of -goqd;; 3 mm the main, does thereby preponderate 7 
much above that of evil. Even the general laws.gf che uni- 
verſe, though planned by infinite wiſdom, cannot exclude t. 


evil or wr. 7c are = 8 particular operation. 
n n S eng bat lettigq ca sT 


- It, bas been, aſſerted u me, that juſtice. ariſes from, IU. 
MAN QONVENTIONS, and proceeds; from the, ,voluns,, 
tary choice, conſent, or combination of mankind If by con- 
vention be here meant a promiſe (which. 16 the-moſt uſual ſenſe... 
of the word) nothing can be more abſurd than, this r. 
The obſervance of promiſes is itſelf! one gf the molt conſide- 
rable parts of Juſtice ;- and we are not furely 1 57 
word. becauſg we have given our word to kęep it. But if by 
convention be meant a ſenſe of C NING A intereſt; Which dene 


each man feels in his own breaſt, which he remarks in his 
feld Aa l Ge Tard, A- RI AY äche 
into à general plan or ſyſtem of actions, wfllck tendb to Püblie 
utility; it mt" be owned, chat, in tliis eſe,” juſtice ariſes 
TOR onventions:1 For if it beallowel'{(what 5] in- 
ed, evident) thut me partictar onfegſuencks of 4 partzenlur 1 
jen fog be hürtfuf to the public as "lf © as 5 19 ide 
viduells it follows, mat every man, in emmbraiciing that virtue, 
mut have An Ey to mne whole Plan of fyſtem; ank muft ESPett” 
the“Ceneurrbrite ef his fellow in the (attic conduct and Bemme“ 
vious,” Did all his views terminate in the conſequerices of cath”? 
at ING his benevolenee-and Huttianity/ as well as his: 
STEELE | . {lf 
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Selbe night often Pruſtr kme adlchimm meafurbs zbf chu 
verfali8bigae; from thofe/1 which care agteeahle to, then tut 
vulee uf right andguſiictis .] Id Moti ονον 11983 
d bits FRETS od m0 of 1. y h 30-enoifRor 
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5 n n intereſt, Tk wh, any prom m neat : 55 


us 30 4 filver are made eaſures of =P 115 
That 9405 905 209 211 1 * er the. AY (hers = bai gr | 


yu, ſpe n "ot of gg; and language, are, fixed, by Fl vii 
comets end e eren e jr 
or more perſons, if if all 11, perform. their Path nb 3, Put, W what. laſes fl 1 
advantage, if only ane. perform, can 8 from no other prin- 
eipleuo There would otherwiſe he no motive” nk * 
them ic entex into that ſcheme of conduct : r 
Do Id . 10 3" (17 13119 4 7 * 4 & dag or iq 172 7 
Ih e Wor any ſenſe es 
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atural, is commonly taken in ſo man 
and is, of ſuch, a looſe fignification, Achat it; ſeems. ta little, pur Bn 
poſe to diſpute, whether, juſlice; h. 1 8 or, not. I ſelf⸗ — 


i bengyolenee_be natural, t9,man l f dh and forethoughs | 
be allo patyral; f may, the ſame, cies beapplied to juſtice, 


order, fidelity. property, | logiety,,, Men's. anclnations, theft 


This theory cabcerning' the vagtk er Eroperey) Alf Tcnkeg ddl jag? 
in the main, the ſame with that hintediat and adopted by G xo ius. 5 Hine difir; 
'; mus, gue. fuerit cauſa, ob quam a primæva r Primg vohiſiqſy, ; 


a defnde & A pp diſceſſum eſt: nimirum quod LAWN non contenti homines 


veſci fponte' natis, Aa habitare, corpore: aut nud apere, aut 'cortifidal KMB NA 


< ferarumve pellibus veſtito, vitæ genus exquiſitius Win Eo induſtria opus fuit, 
a qua kinguli rebus ingulis adhiberent : Quo, minus autem fry@tus in commune 


«7 conferrentur, primum obſtitit locorum, in quæ homines diſceſſe cunt, biſtantia, 
6 deinde} F alticiz & amoris defectus, per quem ßebat, ut nec in labors; © nec in "cage? 


4a ſumtione, frofluum, du debebat, zqualitas ſetvaretur. Simuf diſcimus, 66 


int on 500 


cc modo res in Proprietatem iverint ; 5 non. animi actu ſolo, © neque enim ſeire al” 
I "1843 


cc poterant, quid : alu ſuum effe vellent, ut eo abſtinerent, & idem velle plares pote- 


Fein 


rant; fed | pacto quodam aut. expreſſo, ut per divifionem aut tacito, ut 1 becupar, 
13 * 
* 2 De jure belli & Pacis, Lib. 2. cap. 2. $ A art, 47 & 5. 
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— Mart tel te 


Bunzenati tell thing that this tumhination is ãmpaſfble, here 


each governs himſelf by no rule, and pas no rhgardctocthe. 


poſſeſſions of others: And from theſe Paſſions and reflecdtions 
conjoined, ſo ſoon as we 'obſerye "like paffle ons and refletions 


AQ 


in others, the ſentiment" of Ju de, Wröug Alf ages as ; 
 fallibly and certainly bad 98 ho a hes, in 


every individual of the Runa ; Pecisb. 1 n lo ag Facich 98 1H 
animal, what accelfafily "ariſe Yom th exirtion' 5 b it 
| ical facülties, may Tally be bltebined natii a 


1114 T2800 on 0 f 1 82 „011% O VIOC ki iner 
Among all civilized- nations it. has (beet the,conflatit endegs 
vour to remove every thing arbitrary and partial from the deci- 
ſion of property, and to fix the ſentence of judges by ſuch 
| general views And conlidetatit ne, as ay 86 60 at t"every 


| — ib the ſociety. 1 For befides, ITE RN _ 5 1 
1 8 n the 


ore 'Cangerolls' than” th dcdtiſtorn” the bench, e 

ae hftance; to regärd private frieidHip or ent wire Ertl 

certain, thit men, where" tiley imägiite, WHY 

other reaſon for the preference of theiradverfary bur perfona 

_ favour, are apt to entertain the ſtrongeſt ill- will againſt the 
| 1 Aled True Wheet ate reaſort therefore, points 

; by Klick a contröperfy ok 


PN Nennt: nb ** 
ohtive laws are often framed tp ſup- 


emen 


* Nat 40 Eg may - p e eicher t what is unuſual, miracplane, or artificial, 


In the to 8 ſenſts, juſtice and ere are undoubtedly 24 4 But as they, 
ſuppoſe reaſon, f fopettiought, delign, a and a ocial union and con nfcderacy X among men, , 


perhaps t that ; opithet cannot ſriRtly, 1 in the lat ſenſe, be applied to them, Hag men. 
lived without ele , property had never been known, and neither Jaſticer nor injuſ. 
tice had ever ited, But ſociety among human creatures, "had been impoſſible, 
without reaſon and | forethought, Inferior animals, that unite, are guided by inſlink, 
which n the yes of reaſon, Yak of theſe Ae are Hy. verbal... 155 
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4 tows fall; as often hs} 'hrealnis ue e | 


ſeveral rules, nearly e. 


— — ren oe, 05 


which could be agreed on, would be to annex: property to prgſeut poſſeſſion; and 


=. — 
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for; auc a fbrmer decifion, though given itſelf Without any 
luffteient reaſon, Julthy becomes à ſuffleient reaſon for A mow 
Leitton. If difect laws the precedents be wanting, imper⸗ 
fect and indirect ones are brought in aid; and W 
caſe is ranged under them, by analogical reaſonings and com- 


| pariſons, and ficilitades, and cotrefpondencies, which. are 
often more fanciful than real. In general, it may ſufely be 
aſſerted, that jurifprudence is, in this reſpect, different from 


all the ſciences; and that in many of its nicer queſtions, there 


cannot properly be ſaid to be truth or falſhood on either ſide. 


If one pleader brings the caſe under any, former law W or Prece- 
dent, by a refined analogy or compariſon ;. the N pleader 
is not at a loſs. to find an oppoſite agalogy or compariſon: And 


the preference given by the judge is. often founded more on 
taſte and imagination than on any ſolid argus n 


nent. Pablientility 
is the general object of all courts of judicature; and this uti- 
hty too requires a ſtable rule in all controverſies: But where 
qual and indifferent, preſent themſelyes, 
tis a very flight turn of thought, n 6 the deciſion 11 
favour. of either ſid eg ns 2 en . 


Chas We 


» That there be a W or diſinckion of potetlone, mh that this wad. 


be ſteady and conſtant; this is abſolutely required. by the intereſts of ſocięty, and 
hence the origin of juſtice and property. What poſſeſſions are aflgned to particular 


perſons; this is, generally ſpeaking, pretty indifferent; and is e in ping 
very frivolous VIEWS and conſiderations, We ſhall mention a few- e 


Were a ſociety forked among ſeveral independent members, the moſt lon ag 


leave 


ö 


Cofaeratits 5 regard to Jie. 9 355 


"I 1 5 
- art 
re * 947 5 F 77 283 Fo LE 1 


cit V 7 may jute obſerve, be e e conclude this fubjed,, that, 


1 pd 460 
4 er che! laws of f Jullice En fixed by VIEWS of nut utility, 
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. every one 2 riot to hy he at — Ae. "Then relation of poſſeion , 
ths _ which takes Place between the FRE: and 7 FITS naturally draws on te (lation 
"of ps «an; ak 8 


For a * reaſon, occupation or wh pita becomes the foundation of proper 


74 * , 
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Where: a man veſt labour Aud induſtry ion any object, which before Lelotiped | 
"ono body. us in cutting down and ſhaping; a tree, in cultivating a field, &c. the 
n he produces, canſes a relation between him and the object, and 
naturally engages us to annex it to him by the new relation of Property. _This cauſe 
here concurs with the 1. utility, which conſiſts i in the een given to 
Induſtry and labvur. © TY . | 


Pethaps too, private humanity towards the MY eite in Wis dt 
Vith che other motives, and engages us to leave with him what he has acquired by 
of bis ſweat and labour ; 3 and what he has flattered himſelf i in the conſtant enjayment of. = 
For though private humanity can, by no means, be the origin of Juſtice ; ſince the 
Hatter virtue fo often contradicts the former ; yet when the rule of ſeparate and con- 
ſtant ties of en Pele Ons 


ae, give rife to a a particular rule of property. e ln gwen 


Iam much inclined to think, that the right of — © or 9 mock de- 
pends on thoſe connexions of the imagination, and that the relation to a former pro- 
prietor begetting a relation to the object, is the cauſe why the property is transferred 
to a man after the death of his kinſman. Tis true; induſtry 3 is more encouraged 
by the transference of poſſeſſion to children or near relations : : But this conſideration 

Will only have place in a cultivated ſociety; 3 whereas the right of ſucceſſion i 1s regarded 
even among the. greateſt Barbarians. | 1 = 


Acquiſition of property by acceſſiom can be Ae no Way bat by t e 
* the relations and connections of the imagination. 


The property of rivers, . by. the laws of - moſt nations, 5 by the natural turn of 
our thought, is attributed to the proprietors of their banks, excepting ſuch vaſt 
rivers as the RHINE or the Daun 2, which ſeem too large to follow as an acceſſion 
* property of the neighbouring fields. Vet even theſe rivers are conſidered as the 
property of that nation, through whoſe dominions they run; the idea of a nation 
N of a ſuitable bulk to correſpond n. them, and Haas h them ſuch a relation i in 
the fancy. > | | 
A | E e e | The 
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- th inj arys the Sarah the harm, which reſult to any indivi- 
dual from a violation of them, enter very much into conſide- 
ration, and are a great ſource of that univerſal blame, which. 
attends every wrong or iniquity. By the laws of ſociety, this: 
coat, this horſe 3s, mine, vp! to. remain perpetually i in 
my pollallon: 1 lay my accòunt with the ſecure enjoyment of 
it: By depriving me of it, you diſappoint my expectations, 
and doubly diſpleaſe, and offend every byſtander. Iis a pu- 
blic wrong, ſo far as the rules of equity is violated : . Tis a. 
FE harm, ſo far as an individual ; 18 ichured. And though 

the ſecond confideration could have no Place, were lo fi 
former antecedently eſtabliſhed: For otherwiſc che diſtinction 
of mine and thine would be unknown in ſociety: Vet there is 
no queſtion, but tlie regard to general good is much :erforced 
by the reſpe& to particular. What injiires the community, N 
without hurting any individual, is often more lightly thought 
of. But where the greateſt public wrong is alſo cotoined 
with à conſideräble Private one, no wor eg oof EN n N 


N Etoue attends 1 ü a behaviour. R AT DS! 
15 | Are danny a Ry | #18 

The Ore FTI which + are made to Add deen upon rivers, Follow the lang, 
fay the civilians," provided it be made by what they call alluvion, that is, inſenſibly 
and imperceptibly; which are gn that aſſiſt the- ci! the con- 
junction. VVT Pane, 07 OE ro Rott 


Wner e there is any conſiderabls portion torn at once Gem one bank and added to 


s it becomes not his property, whoſe land it falls on, till if unite with th 


land, and till the trees and plants have de their roots into both. Before. that, the : 
thought does no ſufficiently j join them. 1 dior i 5115 8 Nad $6 


In ſhort, we muſt ever diſtinguiſh between the neteſity of a ſeparation and con · 
ſtancy in men's poſſeſſion, and the rules, which aſſign particular objects to particular 
perſons. The firſt neceſſity is obvious, ſtrong and invincible: The latter may de- 
pend on a public utility more light and frivolous, on the ſentiment of private huma- 


nity and averſion to private hardſhip, on poſitive laws; on rs Hacks and | 
very fine connections and turns of the imagination. | 
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gage in diſputes of words, while _ imagine, tat hey are 
tnandling controxerſies'of the, deepeſt imparrance, a 
It: 1 order to avoid 
ere een Ag Ita 
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ject of = or Hi gram" — . perſons 

on the other hand, a catalogue of thoſe: qualities,: err are 
the object of cenſure or reproach, and which detract from the 
character of the perſon, Poſſeſſed of them; ſubjoining ſome 
reflections concerning the origin of theſe ſentiments of praiſe 
r Blame *"OtratFoccafions, where there might ariſe the leaſt: 
hefrtation, T avoided the terms, vir tue and vices becauſe ſome 
of thoſe qualities) which 1 claſſed among che objects of praiſe, 

receive, in the Engliſh" language, the Appellation of talents,” 
rather than of virtues; as ſome of the blameable or cenſurable 
qualities are often called defekt. rather than vices. It may now, 
Perhaps, be expected, that, before wre eonclude this moral en- 


een e quiry, 


/ 
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quityy' ve-ſhoald-ſoyargre./GKaQy1qhe.one ae the other: 

4 un arieg f virtues and talents, vices 

and defects; and ſhould — — the — origin of that . 
diſtinction. But in order to exeuſe myſelf from this under- 


taking, which wauld, | ati laſts. only prove a grammatical. Elm. 


quiry, Iſhall ſubjoirr the four following refletions, which ſhall, 


contain all that Lintend: to n the preſent hien, r nt fret 
l 119091 2101 146. 3Þ un a 3 51145 


Fr... I do not. find, that 1 in the Englitt, bt: any gt ot 


WE 4A EALS 


3 tongue, the, boundaries are exacliyf fixed between = | 
and talents, Vices and defects or that a preciſe definition La 
be given of the. one a8 contradiſtinguiſhed from che "others. 


4 % * 


Were we ta ſays for inſtance, that the eſteemable qualities: 7 
alone, Which are voluntary, ate entitled o the appellation; 
of, virtues; we ſhauld ſoon recollect the, qualities of, coun: 
rage, equanimity, patience, ſelf- command Wich many others; 
whichs, a almoſt every language claſſes under this appel 
lation, though. they, depend. little. or not at all n Ohr choice. 
Should, we affirm, that the qualities) alone, which prompt as 
to act ere, 10 ſociety. are intitled to that honourable di- 
function; it muſt immediately occur, that theſe are indeed the 
moſt valuable. 3 and are commonly denominated the 
ſocial virtues; but that this very epithet ſuppoſes, that there 
are alſo virtues of anothen ſpecies. Should we lay hold f he 
diſtinction between intellectual and moral endowments, and: 
affirm the laſt alone to be the real and zeuge Wan epi] 
they alone lead to action; we ſhould find, that many 
qualities, uſually called intellectual virtues, ſuch; as pruder 
penetration, difcernment, diſcretion, had alſo a conficerableds in 
fluence on conduct. The diſtinction between the heart and 

he p 7 — * 
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off SOM VERBAL DISPUTES. 


the bend may alf be adopted: The qualities of the belt 1 
Be defined ſuck as in their immediate exertion are accompanied 
with a feeling or ſentiment; and: theſe alone may be c 
RA Wrtues: But ry, frugality, temper: 
| an e, and many other laudable powers or habits, gene- 
rally is virtues, are exetted without any immediate ſenti- 
perſon poſſeſſed of them; and are only known to 


ment in the p 
Him by their effects. It is fortunate, amidſt all this ſeeming 
| 8 that the queſtion, being merely verbal, cannot poſ- 
ſibly : be of | any importance. A moral, philoſophical diſcourſe 
150 5 not enter into all theſe capriccs s of language, which are. 
o variable i in. Giferent dialects, and in different ages of the 
fame _ But on the whole, it ſeems to me, o_ Oe. 


it 15 al Valles, that there are Virtues" of 4 


. 


Kin ids, yer | a mani is called virions, er de otithatd + 


Wl ws fo K K. * 5 ie, mg 
chat Ay remarkable defect in courage, temperance,” economy, 
aiſle, " underflandihg; dignity of mind, woulck bereave even 
a very 800d naturéd, honeſt man of this hondurable appellation. 
Who did ever ſay, except by way of irony, that ſuch a one 
Was 4 man of fag OE. r ee 3 Holt 
iii ee ne nge YT a d 22001110 i 
Butz * it eee en ſhould. not be 
very preciſe in marking the boundaries between virtue and ta- 
ents, vices and defects; ſince there is ſo little diſtinction made 
i Gr intern] eftimastion of them. It ſeems certain, that the 
ſeutiment of conſcious worth, the ſelf-ſatisfaction proceeding 
from 2 review of a man's own conduct and character; it ſeems 5 
certain, 1 ſay, that this Rat, which; though the moſt 
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common of all oihero, has no proper name in qur language t, 
ariſes. from the: endowments of courage and capacity, induſtry 
and ingenuity, as welb as from any other mental excellencies. 
Who, on the other hand, is not deeply mortified with: reflect | 
ing on his own folly and diſſoluteneſs, and feels not a-lecret 


_ Mingoor compunction, whenever his memory preſents any paſt 


occurrence, Where he behaved with ſtupidity or ill- manners? | 
No time can. efface the cruel ideas of a man's own fooliſh con- 
abet, or of affronts, which cowardice or impudence Has drawn 


upon bim. 5 he y fill haunt his ſolitary | hours, damp his molt 


aſpiring thoughts, | and ſhow him, even to himſelf, in 1 95 moſt 
e Len moſt odious colours ina ard [t SITY. Ot 
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Wut 18 Were too we are more anxious (cheat fro inert 
than ſuch blunders, infirmities, and meänneſſes, or more 
dread to have 'expoſed to raillery and fitire?' And'; is not the 


chief object of vanity, our bravery or learning, our wit or 


breeding, Our eloquence or addreſs, our taſte or ability? "Theſe 
We diſplay with care, if not with oftentation ; and ve com- 
monly ſhow more ambition of excelling in them, than even in 
che ſocial virtues themſelves, which are, in reality, of ſich 
ſuperior excellence. Good-hature and honeſty, eſpecially the 


latter, are ſo indiſpenfibly required, that, though the greateſt 


cenſure attends any violation of theſe duties, no eminent praiſe 

follows ſuch common inſtances of denn as ſeem eſſential to 

| | UA 0 2117005 {1s 

Fn The term, pride, is commonly ink. in a bad Safes but this ſentiment 5 
indifferent, and may be either good or bad, according as it is well or ill founded} an 

according to the other circumſtances which accompany it. The Fx ENR. expreſs t my 

ſentiment by the term, amour propre, but as they alſo expreſs ſelf-love. a8. well as 


vanity, by the ſame term, there ariſes thence. a * confuſion in Roch ro 


end many of their moral writers. eee 5 ae, 


the 


OW SOME 'VERBAE DISPUTES. 399 
che ſupport of human ſociety. And hence the reaſon in my 
opinion, why, though men often extol ſo liberally the qualities 
of their heart, they are ſhy off commending the endowments 
of their head: Becauſe the latter virtues being fuppoſed more 
rare and extraordinary, are obſerved to be the more uſual ob- 


jects of pride and ſelf-conecit; and TR VION 8 0 K 
ſtrong ſuſpicion of e 19 >] 25097909 


. 


n hard to tell, whether ) you wang] man's s character mült . 
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101 [10 ona 
by calling him a Enave or a coward, and whether a bealtly. 
Ran, or drunkard be not a as ; odious {and conternprble, a as a 
Tln, for my own: n happineſs and ans or have a 
friendly, bumane heart, than poſſeſs. all the other virtues of 
DEMOSTHEYNES and PHILIP united: But I would rather paſs. 
with the world for one endowed. with ext tenſive genius and i in- 
trepid courage, and ſhould thence expect ſtronger inſtances of 
general applauſe. and admiration. The figure which a man 
makes in life, the reception which he meets with, in company; 
| the eſteem paid him by Ins acquaintance; all theſe advantages 
depend as, much upon his good ſenſe, and judgment, as upon 
any othier part of his character. Had a man the beſt intentions 
in the world, and were the fartheſt removed from all injuſtice 
and violence, he would never be able to make himſelf be mucli 
regarded, without a moderate ſhare, at leaſt, of Party and 
e 


What is it 'thes' we can here diſpute hve? If ſenſe and 
courage, temperance and induſtry, wiſdom and knowlege con- 
feſſedly form a conſiderable part of perſonal merit: If a man 
poſſeſſed of theſe qualities is both better ſatisfied with himſelf, 
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are the ſentiments entirely the ſame, which ariſe from them. 
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Ad better entitled to "the Sood-ei, 5 | 
others, than one entirely devoid of chem; 


"3.4 in mot“ 


ſentiments be ſimilar, Which ariſe from theſe endowments and 


from the ſocial virtues; is there any reaſon for being ſo ex- 


tremely ſerupulous about a word, or diſputing whether they 
Are entitled to the Feromitation of virtue? It may, indeed, 


be pretended, that the ſentiment of approbation, Which thoſe 
accompliſhments produce, beſides its being inferior, is 1s alfo | 
ſomewhat different from that, which attends the virtues of 
juſtice and humanity. But this ſeems not a ſufficient reaſon 
for ranking them entirely under different claſſes and appella- 
tions. The character of CxSAR and that of CAT0, as drawn 
by SALLUST, are both of them virtuous, in the ſtricteſt and 
moſt limited ſenſe of the word; but in a different way: Nor 


The one produces love; the other, eſteem: The one is ami» 
able; the other awful: We could wiſh to meet the one cha» 
racter in a friend; the other we ſhould be ambitious of in our- 


ſelves. In like manner the approbation, which attends tem- 


perance and induſtry or frugality, may be ſomewhat different 
from that which is paid to the ſocial virtues, without making 
them entirely of a different ſpecies. And indeed, we may ob- 
ſerve, that theſe endowments, no more than the other virtues, 
produce not, all of them, the ſame kind of approbation. Good 
ſenſe and genius beget eſteem and 1 225 Wit and humour 


| excite love and affection *. 
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Love and eſteem are nearly che ſame paſſion, and ariſe from ſimilar * e 
qualities, which produce both, are ſuch as communicate pleaſure. But where this 
pleaſure is ſevere and ſerious; or where its object is great and makes 4 flrong impref- 
hon, or where it produces any degree of humility and awe; In all theſe caſes, the 

4 - paſſion, 


* 


or SOME VERBAL DISPUTES. 


- + Moſt People; I believe, will naturally, without brenedin. 
| vow aſſent to the definition of the elegant and judicious _ 


. 


401 


9 
— 


Virtue or mere 3 is a fool) : 
Is ſenſe and ſpirit with A . Ts ; 5 81 


What pretenſi ons hits a man to our generous alliance or 
e who has diſſipated his wealth in profuſe expences, 
Idle vanities, chimerical projects, diſſolute pleaſures, or extra- 
vagant gaming ? "Theſe vices (for we : ſcruple not to call them 
| ſuch) bring miſery unpitied, and contempt « on every one ad- 
"dicted to them. = 


Ack kus, a wiſe and prudent prince, fell into a fatal ſnare, 
which coſt him his crown and life, after having uſed every 
reaſonable precaution to guard himſelf againſt it. On that 


aceount, ſays the hiſtorian, he is a juſt object of regard and 


CNT. His betrayers alone of hatred and contempt f. | 


8 _- — 


The precipitate flight and improvident negligence of PoupEv, 


at the beginning of the civil wars, appear ed ſuch * | 


"paſſion, which ariſes from the pleaſure, is more peopelly perly | denominated Pan than 

| love. Benevolence attends both: But is connected with love in a more eminent 
degree. There ſeems to be ſtill a Aronger mixture-of pride i in contempt than of hu- 
. ility 1 in eſtetm ; and the reaſon would not be difficult to one, who ſtudied accu- 


rately che paſſions. All theſe various mixtures and compoſitions and appearances of 


- ſentiment form a very curious ſubject of ſpeculation, but are wide of our preſent 


.. purpoſe. IT hroughout this enquiry, we always conſider in general, what qualities 


are a ſubje& of praiſe'or of cenſure,” without entering into all the minute differences 
of ſentiment, which they excite. Tis evident, that whatever is contemnedy is alſo 


_ difliked, as well as what i is hated; and we here endeavour to take objects, according | 


their moſt ſimple views and appearances. Theſe ſciences are but too apt to appear 
abſtract to common readers, even with all the precautions which we can take to clear 
them from ſiiperfluous ſpeculations, and bring them down to every capacity. 
The art of preſerving health. Book 4. + PoLyBtvs, lib. 8. cap. 2. 
VO L. II. | Fff Le ' blunders 
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. A P P E N DI X I. 


1 He dee to CxCERO, as quite palled his friendſhip nn 6 
| chat great man. In the ſame manner, ſays he, as want of 
cleanlineſs, decency, or diſcretion in a m ifireſs are found to alie- 
nate our affeftions, For ſo he expreſſes himſelf, where he talks, 
not in the character of a philoſopher, but in that of a ſtateſ- 
man and man of the We. to bis e aus N 


But the 5 Ci ckRo, in imitation of al the antient mors- 
liſts, when he reaſons as a philoſopher, enlarges very much 
his ideas of virtue, and comprehends every laudable quality - 
endowment of the mind, under that honourable eee 
This leads to che third reflection, which we propoſed to make, 
viz. that the antient moraliſts, the beſt models, made no ma- 
terial diſtinction among the different ſpecies of mental endow- 
ments and defects, but treated all alike under the appellation 
of virtues and vices, and made them indiſcriminately the ob- 
5 J iliecdof their moral reaſonings. The prudence explained in CI- 

CERO'S Offices ®, is that ſagacity, which leads to the diſcovery 
of truth, and preſerves us from error and miſtake. Magnani- 
mity, temperance, decency, are there alſo at large diſcourſed of. 

And as that eloquent moraliſt followed the common received 
diviſion of the four cardinal virtues, our ſocial duties form but 
one head, in the Een diſtribution of his ſubject ſ. 
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We 
+ Lib. 9. epiſt. 10. 
Lib. 1. cap. 6. | 
|. T he following paſſage of Cicero is worth quoting, as being the moſt clear and 

" expreſs to our purpoſe, that any thing can be imagined, and, in a diſpute, which is 


chiefly verba!, muſt, on account of the n carry an authority, from which there 
can be no appeal. 


4; Virtus autem, quæ eſt per ſe 1505 laudabilis, et fine qua nihil ddd nnd, 
tamen habet plures partes, quarum alia eſt alia ad 8 aptior. Sunt enim 


46 aliæ 


OF/SOME' VERBAL DISPUTES. 4% 


We need only peruſe the titles of chapters in ARtiSTOTLE' $ 
Ethics to be convinced, | that he ranks courage, temperance, 
magnificence, magnanimity, modeſty, prudence, and a manly 
freedom, among the virtues, as well as juſtice and fnendſhip. 


10 2 Main, ad to abſtam, chat is, to 8 patient and continent, 7 


appeared to ſome of the antients, a ſummary comprehenlion. of 
all morals. 


- 


"ue * * 


ark rc has ſcarce / ever mentioned the 8 of hu-. 
manity and compaſſion, but in order to put his diſciples on 
their guard againſt 1 it. The virtue of the Stores ſeems to con- 
fiſt chiefly in a firm temper and a ſound underſtanding. With 
them, as with SoLOMON and the eaſtern moraliſts, folly. and. 
wiſdom are : equivalent to vice and virtue. 


Men vil praiſe thee, ſays DA vip * when thou doſt well unto 
thyſelf. I hate a wife man, fays 8 5 Greek 29 8 Who! 18 is not 
wiſe to himſelf f. ee 


ce aliz ati quæ 8 in moribus hominum, et quadam comitate ac beneficen- 
te tia poſitæ: aliæ quæ in ingenii aliqua facultate, aut animi magnitudine ac robore. 


„„ Nam clementia, juſtitia, benignitas, fides, fortitudo in periculis communibus, 


cc « jucunda eſt auditu in laudationibus. Omnes enim hz virtutes non tam ipſis, qui ; 
<« eas in ſe habent, quam generi hominum fructuoſæ putantur. Sapientia et magni- 
de tudo ani mi, qua omnes res Funn, tenues et pro nihils putantur ; et in cogi- 
ec tando vis quædam ingenii, et ipſa eloquentia admirationis habet non minus, ju- 
* cunditatis minus. Ipſos enim magis videtur, quos laudamus, quam illos, apud 
* quos laudamus, ornare ac tueri: ſed tamen in laudenda jungenda ſunt etiam hæc 
„ genera virtutum. Ferunt enim aures hominum, cum illa quæ jucunda et grata, 
tum etiam illa, quæ mirabilia ſunt i in virtute, laudari.” - De Orat. lib. 2. cap. 89. 


I ſuppoſe, if Ciczro were now W it would be found difficult to fetter his moral | 


ſentiments by narrow ſyſtems ; or perſuade him, that no qualities were to be admitted | 
as virtues, or acknowleged to be a part of perſonal merit, but what were recommended 
by The Whole Duty of Man, | 1 
* Pſalm. 45th. 4 M. cpi or; u avrw oof. EURIPIDES. 
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e cenſure of men and manners. 8 
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'PLotaken i is ns more crar 


| bed by iy lem in his philolphy- 
chan in his hiſtory, on White "He" coltipares' this mp 
GREECE an oa hs fairly ſets in oppebiti | 
blemiſhes and accompliſhments of whatever kind, 1 omits 
nothing conſiderable, which can either depreſs or exalt their 
characters. His moral diſcourſes contain the fame free and 


+2 I 4 
=. 


The character of Hauxtzär, as drawn by Love ®, 18 


eſteemed partial, but allows him many eminent virtues. Never 


was there a genius, fays the hiſtorian,” more equally fitted for 
thoſe oppoſite offices of command and obedience; and it were, 


therefore, difficult to determine whether he rendered himſelf 


dearer to the general or to the army. To none would Has- 
DRUBAL entruſt more willingly the conduct of any dangerous 
enterprize; under none, did the ſoldiers diſcover: more courage 
and confidence. Great boldneſs in facing danger; great pru- 


dence in the midſt of it. No labour could fatigue his body or 


ſubdue his mind. Cold and heat were indifferent to him: 

Meat and drink he ſought as ſupplies. to the neceſfities.of na- 
ture, not as gratifications of his voluptuous appetites: Wak- 
ing or Teſt he uſed indiſcriminately, by night or by day. 
Theſe great VIRTUES were ballanced by great VIC ES: 


Inhuman uman cruelty; perfidy more than punic; no truth, no faith 
no regard to oaths, promiſes or religion. 


g 


The character of ALEXANDER the Wen to cis ffs in 


_ OviecTiaARDIN f, is pretty ſimilar, but juſter; and is a proof 
that even the moderns, where they peak naturally, hold the 


ſame language with the antjents. 3 this Pope, ſays de there 


* Lib. 21. Cap 4. hes + Ui. . wah 


. 


* 


oh V ener Tas. 


was & fingylar! capacity -ude 
4 wonderful talent of ren, ; * in al momentous enter- 


Prizes, a diligence and dexterity incredible. But theſe virtues 


were infinitely. over-balanced by. his vices; : no faith, no reli- 
gion, inſatiable avarice, exorbitant ambition, and a more than 
barbarous cruelty. | . 


Pol vBTUs , e ba his pie RO | 

he himſelf allows- to be the moſt cruet 
and impious of all tyrants, ſays: If he took refuge in SYXA- 
and toil of Bs former profeſſion ef a potter; and” if proceeds 


AG ATHOCL Es, whor 


u aſſerted by that hiſtorian, flying the dirt and ſmoke 


ing from ſuch flender beginnings; he became maſter, in a little 


time, of all Ster; brought the CAR THAOTNTAN flate 
into the utmoſt danger; and at laſt died in old age, and in poſ- 
feſſion of kingly dignity: Muſt he not be allowed ſomething 


prodigious and extraordinary, and to have poſſeſſed great talents 


and capacity for buſineſs and action? His hiſtorian; therefore, 


ought not to have alone related wllat tended to his reproach and 


ac but allo-what aun. bedound 0 his PR ATS and 


moral realonings ; ; p-5 = they, frequently treated the queſtion 


Ti 
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as. very. doubtful, whether virtue could be tatight. or not * 7 
They juſtly conſidered, that comardice, : meapneſs, levity, 


„ 2 5» © 91 


anxiety, impatience, folly, and many other qualities of the 


_ 3 OE? ridiculous and deformed, contempiible and 


* 


% rr 67. Aue der £ Aut; a ftienld A 
- +- \ Vid. Pro in ns, n de tio ſap. cap. N So allo Horace, Firtucem | 
| defrina yore! naturane donet. Epiſt. lib, + ep. 18, Z3cnines SoCRATICUs, Dial, 1. 


odious, 


1 geoeral, we may obſerve, chat the iffindtion of volun-, 
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odious,. A indepen guat of the will. Nor could it be * 5 
poſed, at all times, in every man? 8 power to attain every. kin 4 


of mental, more has . exterior beauty, M08: n i g o5ciq 
get 


And here there occurs the fourth TAKES which 1 dete 
to make, in ſuggeſting the reaſon, why modern philoſophers 
have often followed a courſe, in their moral enquiries, ſo diffe- 
rent from that of the antient. In latter times, philoſophy of 
all kinds, eſpecially ethics, have been more cloſely united with. 
theology than ever they were obſerved among the Heathens; 
and! as | the: es ſcience admits of no Serb of nen 5 
out 1 e to 5 r eee of dee ben g or to es un- 
biaſſed ſentiments of the mind, hence reaſoning, and even lan- 
guage, have been warped from their natural courſe, and diftinc- 
tions have been endeavoured to be eſtabliſhed, where the diffe- 
rence of the objects was, in a manner, imperceptible, Philo- 
ſophers, or rather divines under that diſguiſe, treating all mo- 
rals, as on a like footing with civil laws, guarded by the ſanc- 
tions of reward and puniſhment, were neceſſarily led to render 
this cireumſtance, of voluntary or involuntary, the foundation 


of their whole theory. Every one may employ terms in what 


ſenſe he pleaſes: But this, in the mean time, muſt be allowed, 
that ſentiments are every day experienced of blame and praiſe, 
which have objects beyond the dominion of the will or choice, 
and of which it behoves us, if not as moraliſts, as ſpeculative 
philoſophers at leaſt, to give ſome ſatisfactory theory and ex- 
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A blemiſh, a fault, a vice, a crime; chest PTY ſeem 
to denote e U r of cenſure and diſapprobation ; ; 


III * 1 . 15 ; 90 
or SOME VERBAL DISPUTES. 407 


which a are, however, all of them, at the bottom, pretty nearly 


of the ſame kind or ſpecies. The explication of one will lead 
us eaſily into a juſt conception of the others; and it is of greater 
_ conſequence to attend to things than to verbal denominations. 
That we owe a duty to ourſelves is confeſſed even in the moſt 
vulgar ſyſtem of morals; and it muſt be of conſequence to ex- 
amine that duty, in order to ſee, whether i it bears any analogy 
to that which we owe to ſociety. It is probable, that the ap- 


probation, attending the obſervance of both, is of a ſimilar na- 


ture, and ariſes from ſimilar principles ; whatever appellation 
we may give to either of theſe excellencies. | 
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* friend Þ Pars AWEDES, RIPE is as 1 610 « redics in 

his principles as in his perſon, and who has run over, 
by ſtudy and travel, almoſt every region of the intellectual and 
material world, ſurprized me lately with an account of a nation, 
with whom, he told me, he had paſſed a conſiderable part 
of his life, and whom he found, in the main, 2 people ex- 
tremely civilized and n 


There is a ſtate, ſaid he, in the world, called Fo ux LI, no 
matter for its longitude or latitude, whoſe ways of thinking, in 
many things, particularly in morals, are diametrically oppoſite 
to ours. When I came among them, I found that I muſt ſub- 
mit to double pains ; firſt to learn the meaning of the terms 
in their language, and then to know the import of thoſe terms, 
and the praiſe or blame attached to them. After a word had 
been explained to me, and the character, which it expreſſed, 
had been deſcribed, I concluded, that ſuch an epithet muſt | 
neceſſarily be the greateſt reproach in the world; and was 
extremely ſurprized to find one in a public company, apply it 
to a perſon, with wWhem her lived: in the: ſtricteſt intimacy and 
friendſhip, Ton fe aney, ſaid: I, one- days to an acquaintance, 
| VV 


of von in 174 _ e a manner. But to my great 


K. ÞD- 1 A L O G U E. 


a Cnan@vts 15 _ mortal 3 * love to pegs 


aſtoniſhment, when I repeated CHAN Guls's words, though 1 


had both remembered and underſtood them perfectly, I found, 


that they were taken for the moſt mortal affront, and that I 
had very innocently rendered the + r * ar tha theſe _ 
altogether irreparable. e Bell FS. 20 { 7 


As it was my fortune to come among this 8 on a very- 
 advantigeous footing, I'was immediately introduced to 46 beſt 
company; and being deſired to live with AL HEI, I c 
accepted. his invitation ; 3.41 found him univerſally eſteemed 
for his perſonal merit, and indeed. 1 by 1 7 one in 
Fo URL b, as a perfect character. 


One evening he invited me, as an pd to bear = 
company in a:ſerenade, which he intended to give GulLk , 
with whom, he told me, he was extremely enamoured; and I 
ſoon found his taſte was not ſingular: For we met many of 
his rivals, who had come on the ſame errand. I very natu- 
rally concluded, that this miſtreſs of his muſt be one of the 
- fineſt women in town; and I already felt a ſecret inclination to 
' Tee her, and be acquainted with her. But as the moon began 
to riſe, I was much ſurprized to find, that we were in the 

midſt of the univerſity, where GULX1 ſtudied: And I was 
ſomewhat aſhamed'for TIES attended my friend, on ſuch an 
errand. | 


Nh 


2 * told ann that Alchkic 8 beide of GER 
was very much approved of by all the good company in town; 
and that it was expected, while he gratiſied his own paſſion, he 

Vol. II. . S 1 would . 
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he had Hithſelf Oed t65E0 6007) It ſcems Acer chadt 
been very Handſome iti hisFollthy had been cou, ed by many 


lovers; but Had beſtowed his favours chiefly on the ſage Exc . 


cov? ; tb whonr he' was ſuppoſed to owe, in à great meaſüfe, 
the Manni progreſd which he made in philoſophy and 
virtue. > biet 48827); „ao es MSERk ad l 


{ 25131! Ip D. tt 18 691 8 It. 51 . > Ft E | 951144 . +2400 Yr 
11 gave me ome "Ir that ALCHEIC'S wife, "(nh bye, 


the- bye happened alſo to be his liter) was no N ſeandaliz d 
this ſpecies of infidelity... 
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Much about the fame time 1 Acre (for. it "wh © at 


attempted, to be kept a ſecret. from. me or any Fs 0 dy)... that 


ALCHEIC was a murderer and a, parricide, an and. had, put 19; 


death an innocent perſon, the — nearly connected with him, 


and whom he was obliged to protect and defend by all the ties 
of nature and humanity. When I aſked, with all the caution, 
and deference imaginable, what was his motive for hig ien / 
he replied coolly, that he was not then ſo much at his.;cafſe.. 


5 nis circumſtances . he 18 at preſent, and that he had, act Hh 


in that particular, by the advice of All his friends... Ant Ib 


Having heard AlchzI C's virtue ſo extremely celebratell, 1 


pPretended to join in the general voice of acclamation, and only 


aſked, by way of curioſity, as a ſtranger, which of all his 
noble actions was moſt highly applauded; and I ſoon. found, 
that all ſentiments were united in giving the, preference tg the 
aſſaſſination of USBEK. This UsbEK, had been to the, laſt, 
moment. ALCHEITC's' intimate. friend, had laid many high 


obligations upon. lum, had even axes uy life on a Ferteite occa. 
* | | * ion, 


._ & ul (AL 0 weiß 
lion And bnd, bychis will, which was found after dhe murder, 
woe bien er to canſiderable part of his fortune. AI- 


ms, conſpired with, about twenty or thirty more, 


moſt of than alſo UsBzx's friends: and falling all altogether, on 


that unhappy man, when he was not aware, they had torn 


him With a, hundred wounds; and given him that reward for 


all! his paſt favours and obligations. UsBex, ſaid the general 
voice of the people, had many great and good qualities : His 


very vices were ſhining, magnificent, and generous: But this 
eyes of 


in! 641 + 


yr}? gl; 


action of Arch 1c ſets him far above UsBeK In 
all judges of merit ; ; and is one of the nvbleſt that ever Per- 


haps the ſun ſhone, upon. e | 


Another part of ALcntic's ehh, lich 3 allo Wund : 
highly applauded, was his behaviour towards CA Lis H, witk 
whom he was joined in a project or undertaking of ſome im- 
portarice. Cris k, being a Paſſionate" man, gave Al nic, 


one day, à ſound drubbing; Which he took very patiently; 


vate tut re return of CaLIsH's good humour, kept ſtill a fair 


Nee urwere with him; and by that means brought the 


in vrhich they were joined, to a happy iſſue, and gained - 
himſelf immortal honour 175 is Hure pn Arn and mo 


&, ” 2. af - 


e r PEO ESO CO le 


\ I have lately received a letter from a correſpondent in Fo URLI, 


by which I learn, that ſince my departure, Al CHE Ic, falling 
into a bad ſtate of health, has fairly hanged himſelf; and has 


died univerſally regretted and applauded in that country. 00: . 
virtuous and noble a life, ſays each FOURLI1AN, - could not be 
better crowned than by ſo noble an end; and Al HEIN has 
e by this, as well as by all his other actions, what was 


©: 886 * „ his 
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god Var zit. This is the name of the ſupreme deity amen 
jk FOURLLAN J12 40 Aa 26354134 05 190 «x 61 Ro: gt: [ 


extraordinary an event, that it has ſinee, as I learn, been re- 
corded in the hiſtory of ALcHEIc's life, e ar one &f 


ſis laſt — — 


i 1 4 it 
"Phe + notions "of d eo ple, eke BU bet „ are : | 


| 4 1187) Jun 13% % CHER Ly RU 

| . wath regard to 8⁰⁰ -manners and toc: ablene 

"1 JA 13 1 1 * 
as with regard to morals. My frien LCHEIC forme Onde 
— eee Ix 11 © {$1 

a party for my entertainment, comp ell l all tlie prime wits 


and philoſophers of FourL; ; and each of us brought Hhis:meſs 


along with him to the place where, we aſſembled, I obſervell 
one of them to be worſe provided. than the reſt, and offered 
him a ſhare of my meſs, which happened to be a roalted pul- 
let: And I eauld not but remark, that he and all che reſt of 


dhe company ſmiled at my fumplicaty. Las told, that Le 
cn had once ſo much intereſt With his club as to prevail 
with them to eat in common, and that he had: made uſe. of an 


artifice to that purpoſe. Ie perſuaded thoſe, whom he Ghſerved | 
to be worſe provided, to offer their meſs to the company after 


which, the others, who had brought more delicate fare, Were 
aſhamed not to make the ſame offer. This is reganded-as f 


the greatelt gemulee of FOURL, Oy Cr in 


*. 


Pray, ſays I, PaL AMEDES, hen du was at FouRl 1, did 


you alſo learn the art of turning your friends into ridicule, by 


telling them ſtrange ſtories, and then laughing at them, if they 


believed you. I aſſure you, replied he, had I been diſpoſed to | 
learn ſuch a leſſon, there was no place in the world more pro- 


per. My friend, ſo often e did nothing, from 
morning 


A D 1 4 1 0 8 VE MY 


2 but ſneer, and banter, and rally 0 yau 
ever diſtinguiſh, Whether he was in geſt or carneft. 
But y wy think; then, that my ſtory is: imptobable; and that I 
have uſed; or rather abuſed. the Privilege of à traveller! To 
be ſure, ſays L you Vas but in jeſt. Such barbarous and ſavage 


manners are nat only incompatible with a ciyihzed, intelligent 


k peaple, : ſuch as yu laid theſe were; but are ſcarce compatible 
with human aature. . They exceed all we ever read 3 among 
** MANGRELIA NS, and. Top NAMBOUES. | 


b 44 "4 F x ' 3 * 1 KM F 1 -# 
, 4 * : 7 


„Habe a care} cried he; have a care! 1 Yo ou 5 not aware 
| that you are ſpeaking blaſphemy, and are abuſing your favou- 
rites, 'the:GREEKs, eſpecially the ATHENIANS, whom I have 
uh all along, maler theſe bizarre names I employed 
"If you conſider atight, chere is not one ſtroke of the foregoing 
Character, which: webightir not he found in the man of higheſt 
merit at ATHENS, Without diminiſhing, in the leaſt, from the 
"na: of his character. The GREEK love, their mar- 


riages , and the expoſing of their children cannot but ſtrike 
vou immediately. The death of VsBtx i 18 an Aae counter- 


"7 to thatof Ca5An, e e ata 


* 4 «A Ly 122 c 4% F 


All to: a lität, aid 5 intrmNiqt bw don did, not men- 


600 that Us BRK was an ulurper. 1 


3 "FP 


1 did not, replied he; leſt you. ſhould 8 the parallel I 


aimed at. But even adding chis cireumſtance, we ſhould make - 


10 ſcruple, according to our ſentiments of morals, to denomi? 
nate Bau Tus, and Coss tus, ungrateful traitors and alſaſſins: : 


*The laws of Arens. allowed a man to marry his liter by the father. | So108” 4 


law: forbid pzderaſty to ſlaves, as being. an 2 of too grea gat Ugnity for ſuch mean 
. perſons. | | 


Though 


wo — 8 — 3 by : l 
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1 Mate ny 0 wn Wart alt, pertapen ene Hightdt Baran 


es PIE: i Mett bak ke Wr b rade area xrected ſtatues to 
5 urkicH rte Pläced fear thoſs/bf Hu NMeD Tse and 
AutsrOG HT, their ow daliverers;' And if you think, | 
cireumſtan cc; whit yo mefltion, ſo material to he 0 ; 

patriots, 1 WF Compentfate"it"by* another, not mentioned: 
Which Will eqtralty aggrävate their crime. A few days before 
the execution of their fatal purpoſe,” they all ſwore fealty to 


CAR; and. proteſting | to hold his perſon ever ſacred, they | 
touched the altar with, thoſe hands, which they 1 had 1 


DAL NY # $1 


uctio 4 = 
armed for his geſtr Au n . e Ho M r Mast 


"Reed nat put you in mind of che fumious and d 
ſfory! of TxEMISTOCLESs; and of his patience t Wards EUR T- | 
Bt A Ee, tlie SAR TAN, his commanding officer, who, heated 
by à debate, lifted his cane to him in a council of war, (the 


fame thing as if he had cudgelled Nw" Strike 1 eries the 


ATHENtan, Prike'! but hea mee. incl Nebler gt 
u Ni ni IN es LEI FG! SUE; 49319054 
4 1 0 * 
; You. are too good a. ſcholar not to diſcover the, Ts 8 
FTI 55 


CRATES and his ATHENIAN club in my laſt ſtory, ; an 1 


would certainly obſerve, that it is exadtly copied from Xxxo 
' PHON, with a yariation only « of the names Ti And I think ile 


fairly made it appear, that an AT! HENIAN, man, of merit micht 


be ſuch a one as with us would paſs. for inceſtuous, a parricide, 


an aſſaſſin, an ungrateful, perjured traitor, and ſomething als 


foo abominable to be named; not to mention his ruſticity and 
il-manners. And having lived in this manner, his death might | 
be lee ſuitable: * He Wed conclude the ſcene by eee 


; 419 10 n 9f It £ 
» Arriax. Bell. Civ, lid. 5 Svzronzys in vita a Carat, 


4 k 
= Mem, Soc. lib. z. ſub fine. 
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rate 


7 „ 6 a 6 h 0 6 0 b. 45 
| rater ad of ſal· murdery an dig With the 96. HOY Fare 8 
phemios fin hid mouth. And. aatyichſianding all, his Hs N 2793 
have ſtaturs, if mot altars, in exgctedt 49.1618, ANFMAry ; Poems, 
and orations ſhall be/compeſedi iq his praiſe; great ſects ſhall 
bes proud of calling themſelxest: byrthis name z, and + , 
diſtant poſterity ſhall — 9 10 


regar bim with horror iand)execration.. "ro ity 0 goðjz⁊ed + 


2 ;t Y 45 7 ; f 
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8 Mt take x P ea 153 this topic; : 4 d Are indeed the” Cm 
man I ever knew, who was well acquainted" Wich the untients, 
and did not extremely admire them. But inſtead of attacking 

their pkiloſophy, theif eloquenee, or poetry, the uſuaß ſuhjects 

of controverſy between us, you now ſeem to impeach, their, 
mötals, and accuſe them of ignorance in a ſcience, ,which is 
che only one, in my opinion, in which they are not ſurpaſſed. 
by the moderns. Geometry, phyſics, aſtrono 7 anatomy, 
botany, geography, navigation in theſe we juſtly claim the 
ſuperiority : But what have we to oppoſe to th 1 ” moralifts | ? 

Your xepreſentation of things 18 fallacious. 5 "You have no 

indulgence for . the manners and cuſtoms, of: different ages. 

Would ) you 75 a GREEK or ROMAN by the Common law of 
ENG nf AND? Hear him defend | himſelf las we eine 


„„ | oF 
Ni chen | pronounce. is VVV 


b/E nr: are no manners 15 innocent. « or eb hich 
may not be rendered odious or .xidiculous, if meaſur ed. b by 
Randard, unknown, to the perſons; eſpegially,, if you. — — 
a little art or eloquence, in aggravating ſome circumſtances, 
and extenuating others, as beſt ſuits the purpole of your diſ- 
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| courſe; All theſe artifices' may enſily be retorted ol your 
Could J inform the ATHENIANS, fof- inftancey that there was 


a nation, in which adultery, both active and paſſive}: ſo to 


ſpeak, was in the higheſt vogue and eſteem: In which every 


man of education choſe for his miſtreſs a married woman, the 
wife, perhaps, of his friend and companion ; and valued himſelf 


upon theſe infamous conquelts, as much as ne 
ſeveral times a conqueror in b been 


2 A —_— 
* - ＋ 98 


or wreſtling at the Olympic 
games: In which every man, alſo, took a pride in his tame- 
neſs and facility with regard to his own wife, and was glad to 
make friends or gain intereſt by allowing her to proſtitute her 
charms; 5 and even, without any ſuch motive, give her full 
liberty and indulgence : : I alk, what ſentiments the Arz- 


NI ANS would entertain of ſuch a people; ; they who never 


mentioned the crime of adultery. but in conjunction with rob- 


bery and poiſoning ? Which would they admire moſt, the vil- 10 


lainy or the meanneſs of ſuch a conduct? 


Should I add, that the ſame people were as prod wY their. 
ſlavery and dependance as the ATHENIANS of their liberty; 
and though a man among them were oppreſſed, diſgraced, im- 


poveriſhed, inſulted, or impriſoned by the tyrant, he would 
Mill regard it as the higheſt merit to love, ſerve, and obey him; 


and even to die for his ſmalleſt glory or ſatisfaction : Theſe 
noble GREEKs would probably aſk me, whether I ſpoke of 


a human ſociety, or of ſome inferior, ſervile ſpecies. 


It was then J might inform my ATHENTAN audience, that 
theſe people, however, wanted not ſpirit and bravery.” If a 
man, fays J, though their intimate friend, ſhould throw out, 
in a private company, a raillery againſt them, nearly approach- 
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ing any c of thoſe, with which your generals and demagogues 
A every day regale each other, in the face of the whole city, 
they never can forgive him; but in order to revenge them- 
ſelves, they oblige him immediately to run them through the 
body, or be himſelf murdered. And if a man, who is an abſo- 
lute ſtranger to them, ſhould deſire them, at the peril of their 
.own life, to cut the throat of their boſom- companion, they 
immediately obey, and think themſelves: highly obliged and 
honoured by the commiſſion. Theſe are their maxims of ho- 
nour: This is their favourite morality. 


But though 0 ready to draw their PROP GN heir * 

and countrymen 74 no diſgrace, no infamy, no pain, no poverty 
wall ever engage theſe people to turn the point of it againſt 
their own breaſt, A man of rank would row in the gallies, 
would beg his bread, would languiſh in priſon, would ſuffer 
any tortures 3 and fill preſerve his wretched life. Rather than 
eſcape his enemies by a generous contempt of death, he would 8 

infamouſly receive the ſame death from his enemies, aggra- 


vated by their triumphant aloe, and by the molt exquiſite ; 
Hufferings. ow 


\*Pis very 18 too, continue i among eh people to ere | 
jails; where every art of plaguing and tormenting the unhappy 
. priſoners is carefully fludied and practiſed: And in theſe jails 
it is uſual for a parent voluntarily to ſhut up ſeveral of his 
children; in order, that another child, whom he owns to have 
no greater or rather” leſs merit than the reſt, may enjoy his 
whole fortune, and wallow in every kind of voluptubuſneſs 

and pleaſure, Nothing 0 virtuous, in their opinion as this 
| barbarous partiality. , RO 
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% % d 8 f d G ve 
0B} Wit in tabes Ragelar in this wf k l kari Ry L to 
"the erte b. 'thit 2 frolic of Holle dig the Ga- 
ANAL * „ Which: the flaves are ſerved by titeir maſters; is: 
"ſeriouſly continued by the n Bein chrougn the Whole tür and 
_ through the whole courſs of their lives; acco ace mpa anied tos wi ith 
ſome circumſtances, Which till At”! al m Lt the abſu rdity 
and ridicule. Your” ſport only elevates for 4 fe ew days nde | 
ge Fra, fortune has thrown down, and whom the tooz in port, | 
may really elevate for ever above you: : But this nation gravely 
” exalts. thoſe, whom nature has ſubjected to them, and wfioſe 
; inferiority and infirmities are abſolutely incurable. oy he Wo- 
men, though without virtue, are their maſters and ſorereigns : b 
b Tele they reverence, praiſe and magnify : To thele, they pay 195 
| the higheſt « deference and reſped: And i in all Places and at a all 
times, the ſuperiority, of the females is readily acknowleged 
5 and ſubmitted to by every one, who has the leaſt pretenſions to 
education and politeneſs. Scarce any crime would be ſor uni- 


1 n | ki has 


"Oy deteſted as an infraQtion of this rule. 5 | | 


* YET alt, RIT \ # 2 
You neal} go no. NL replies 1 5 I can: ah 


conjecture the people whom you. aim at. The ftrokes, with 
which you have painted them, are pretty juſt and yet, you 


b muſt acknowlege, that ſcarce any people axe to be found, either 
£ in antient or modern. times, whoſe national character ig, upon 


the whole, leſs liable to exception. But I give you thanks. 

for helping me out with my argument. I had no intention 5 
of exalting the moderns at the expence of the antientz. E 
15 55 mean to repreſent the arten of 1 theſe ene 
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he 8 kept the fealt of SAT-UR N or chens ese el. as the neue. 
Pos See KUCIAN Epit. SATUR Nos OT > 9 


concern- 
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concerning naracters; and to ARGUES f91 wr ci, faſhion, 
vogue, cuſtom and law, were the chief foundation of all m 


nal determinations.;., The ATHENLANS urely, 1 _ n e, 
ele de i ever there Was one; and yet cheit man 


isn 
merit 947 24905 this age, be held 1 in horror and execration. 0 
7 8 NODS 09 Bag 


An BEN u are allo „ without doubt, 2 very civilized, intelli ligen 


3 
A 341i 9115 


People It ;/and | yet 1 man of merit might, with the ATHE- 


* 


: 4 


ven hatred. And what renders the matter more : extraordi- 


Y 


518 


in their national character of any in antient and modern times; ; 


and while the ENGLISH Matter themſelves that they reſemble 


158 e414 19) 
& ou As, their neighbours on the continent draw the Para- 
| Fo 


le 1 berween themſelves e and thoſe polite GREEKS, | Wh 
6 1 1 therefore, i in the ſentiments of morals, muſt be 
found between civilized nations and Barbarians; 3 or between 
; | ations whoſe characters have little in common ? How thall 


we pretend to | o fix a A, flandard far Judgments of this native! A 


as 


= 


By tracing matters, replied I, a little Arber and examining 
' the firſt Principles, which each nation eſtabliſhes" of blame or 
cenſure. The RHIN E flows north, the RHoNE ſoutk; Fet 
both ſpring from the fame mountain, and are alſo actuated, in 
their oppo 
different inclinätions of the ground, on Which ad Aer "ic 
"all the tierete of their cou. 4} | Mbit 


bs 91 I \cincunflancss would gle ATHENIAN, a a 
| 8 2 H man. of merit certainly reſemble each other,?. Good 


Y 


juſtice, courage, temperance, conſtancy, dignity of mind. 


we 1950109 


NAS, be an object of the higheſt contempt and ridicule, | and 


nary 3 Theſe two people are ſuppoſed to be the moſt fimilar 


at wide | 


ite directions; by the /ame principle of gravity. ehe 


ſenſe, knowlege, wit, eloquence, humanity, fidelity, truth, 


H h h 2 | A "41 VAC $1934 „ hee 


CCC ˙² A ˙¹¹eA1 ˙˙ͥ⁴u AS. ̃ ihn! A AO eo tt 
2 = - 
t * I 2 


— 


- — th + 5 2 2 
8 = _ — 
LEY - —__ > 
— — —— 
N. 1 my 
—— a. _———_ — 
- — —AS 


* 


. ö D* 2 
* 2 o ee 2 
2 Le. EF A 
OWE — LI vt 1 
0 — 7 
— — , = — 4 = " 
— AY AS re ⏑—¹ . e 3 
D 


r 


„re. te — I : . 

£ 4 — a ens He. 

— » o * * as — 
— — — — w=——s we An} oe. 

—-- —— — > r 


7 N 
1 
6 
1 
Wy 
1 
1 


| 175 Theſe you have all omitted; zn dre a6; nm mne points, 
| | in which they may, by accident, differ. 1 Very Well: T am 
willing to comply with you; and ſhall endeavour to account, 


for theſe differences from the : moſt: 1 univerſal, |, eſtabliſhed 3 Privy 


V4 «5 8 4 Ten 8 r 
ciples of morals, Ih STE TS BY g $0 GER K FE . a 19 } wot 15 » x . Tag 
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The Gu EK loves, 1 care not to examine i more Ne l 

I ſhall only obſerve, that, however blameable, they aroſe 
from a very innocent cauſe, the frequency of the gymnaſtic 

- exerciſes 3 among that people; and were recommended, though | 
abſurdly, as the ſource of friendſhip, ſympathy, mutual at- 


tachment, and fidelity * ; qualities teen in all nations and 


The e of half. brothers and ſiſters ſeems no 5 Fi 
difficulty. Love between the nearer relations is contrary to 
reaſon and public utility; ; but the preciſe point, where we are 
to ſtop, can ſcarcely be determined by natural reaſon; and is 
therefore a very proper ſubject of municipal law or cuſtom. LY 
the ATHENIANS went a little too far on the one ſide, the ca- 


non law has ſurely puſhed matters a n wy into o the other 
e N FF 


® 
( : . 
. ö 7 


Had you aſked a parent at Ar HENS, * E bereaved <a 
child of that life, which he had fo lately given it. Tis be- 
„ cauſe J love it, he would reply; and regard the . 
| which it muſt inherit from me, as a greater evil than death, 
which it is not capable of dreading, feelin "gs 0 or OT . 


on: PEE: ſymp. p. 182. Ex edit. SSR R. 
+ See Enquiry, Se&. IV. 
1 Prur. de amore prolis, ſub fine. 


+ Fra 
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los is ou lierty, the met valtürble ef all bit HngG iT 
| 655 revel” from the hands of an uſürper or tyrant, if his 
þ power ſhields him from public rebellion, and Our ſeruples from 
| private vengeance | That his crime is capital by law, you 17.7.8 
knowlege: And muſt the higheſt aggravation of his crime, | 
"the | Putting himſelf : above law, form his full ſecurity? You 
can reply nothing, but by ſhowing the great inconveniencies 
0 aſfaſſination; z Which could any one have pfoved clearly to : 
the; antients, he had reformed their ſentiments 1 in chis parti- | 


| cular. 


Again, to caſt your eye on the picture which 1 have drawn | 
* modern manners; there is almoſt as great difficulty, F ac- 
. knowlege, to. juſtify FRENCH. as GEEK gallantry; z except 
only, that the former i 18 much more natural and agreeable 
than the latter. But our neighbours, it ſcems, have reſolved 
to, ſacrifice, ſome of the domeſtic to the ſociable pleaſures; ; and 
to prefer caſe, freedom, and an open commerce to a trig fide- 1 
| lity and conſtancy. Theſe ends are both good, and are ſome- 
what difficult to reconcile ; , nor need we be ſurpriſed, if the | 
| cuſtoms of nations incline too much, ſometimes to the one fide, 


* 


* * # 


ſometimes to the other. 13 


be moſt iidatle attdchniant to the irs af our county. 

18 every- where acknowleged a capital virtue; and where the 

peo ple are not ſo happy, as to have any other legiſlature but à = 

Single perſon,” the inceſt lende 18, in . cale, the trueſt 11 
patriotiſm. 75 


| Nothing ſurely can be more abſurd * * 4 hn the 
practice of duelling; but thoſe,” who juſtify i it, fay, that it be- 


Sets civility and good manners. And a duelliſt, you may ob- 
| ſerve; 
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ſerve; always values himſelf” upon lg! coutage, © Aal of 
hondur, his fidelity and friendſhip; qualities, which are here 
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* o 
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indeed very oddly directed, but Which have been ene uni- 
dern bine ba foundation of the world. 10 Je 10? 
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Have the gods forbid ſelf-murder? An Arabi AN allo . 


590 


that it ought to be forborn. Has the Deity permitted bit; 
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A FRENCHMAN allows, that death i 18 reien $0, e 


AT} f 4 


infamy. „ Te 8 4 20 i 1 
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You ſee then, continued I, that the pratichptes." upon nich 


men reaſon in morals are always the ſame; though the con- 


cluſions which they draw are often very different, That they 


1 all reaſon aright, with regard to this ſubject, more than with 


regard to any other, it is not incumbent on any moraliſt to 
ſhow. Tis ſufficient, that the original principles of cenſure 
or blame are uniform, and that erroneous concluſions can be 
corrected by ſounder reaſoning and larger . Though 

many ages have elapſed ſince the fall of Grtrce and' ROMs; 


"on though many changes have arrived | in religion, language, Tay 


and cuſtoms ; none of theſe revolutions has ever produced 55 
conſiderable innovation in the primary ſentiments of morals, 
more than in thoſe of external beauty. Some minute diffe- 
rences, perhaps, may be obſerved in both. Hon ACE #' cele- 
brates a low forchead, and ANACREON joined eye-brows * 
But the AroLLo' and the VENus. of antiquity” are Mill, our 
models for male and female beauty; in like manner as, the 
character of Scrr1o continues our ſtandard for the E 


heroes, and that of Con NELIA for the honour of 1 matro ps., 


jr; 3 


3 4 5 f 1. 5 FLIL B 
x 1 4 4 


3 Epil. lib. 1. epiſt. 7. Alſo lib. 1. ode "a 
7X Ode 28, Prrzoxius (cap. 56. Joins both theſe + circumſtances 3 beauties 


a 
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It appears, that there never was any quality; recommended 
hy any one, as a virtue or moral excellence, hut on account of 
For what other reaſon, can there ever be aſſigned for praiſe or 


approbation ? Or where would be the ch of extolling a > ang 


character of action, Vhiell, at the lame time, 18 allowed to be 


gbod" for” nothing All the differences, therefore, f in "morals 
may! be Phiri to this one general foundation, and 1 may be 


accounted for by the. different. views, which a take =. 


% 
thn 1 cumkiances. WY. 263.5 TE * r Sli! TT 17 * 


. mes men differ in their j ju ment about tHe uſefulneſs 
of aty habit or action: Sometimes alſo the peculiar circum- 


ſtances of things render one moral quality more Aer than ; 


others, and give it a ae Pefekente Fa vw conn 5 120 


5THIG! 2 40 * 


4 His not hci: that, daking a F of my a OY 
cue a the Kaze d virtues ee 158 more een chan the 


e . 1 other eee 5 
* bear, with inflexible conſtaney, 3 the fatigues and 
| Km ers of the field ; but are immediately diſpirited under 


« « the pain and hazard of a languiſhing diſtemper; , while, on 


4 « the — hand, "the GREEKS patiently endure. the flow, ap- 
Woite 


« proaches of death, when armed with ſickneſs and diſcale; 
al but timorouſly fly his preſence, when he attacks them vio- 


. lently with ſwords and falchions 0 So oppoſite 3 is even the 


"fame. virtue of courage among warlike or peaceful nations l 
And indeed, we may obſerve, that as the difference between 
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115 uud peact db e Erestelt, hie ariſes am 
ne Weit tles t produbes ulſo tlie g 


mong nations and 
er hs? the mod our idea of ee f per⸗ 


ſong): merit. | SP ENS. 3 #725 . a 4 | 


X „ = 


a g G hiiky, beste of Wal ada f 
very; inflexible r igour and integrity, may ſuit better the 
recuffſtances of one age than thoſe of another, and have 4 
more Kindly influence, both on public affairs, and on a man's 
own ſafety and advancement. Our idea of merit, therefore, 
will alſo vary a little with theſe variations; and LABEO, per- 
haps; he cenſured for the ſame qualities, which kay nh A 10 
the higheſt approbation. e e B44: HF 


1 n ; | 422 1 4415 1 21 
. gegree of luxury may be ruinous and pernicious in a na- 


1 "Ro 
tive of SWITZERLAND, Which only foſters the arts, a0 0 


RIS: £ 18 
courages induſtry 1 in a FRENCHMAN or EXGLISHMAN,. e 


are Hot, therefore, to to expect, either the ſame ſentiments, or 


the ſame laws in BERNE, which panes. in LONDON or PARIS. 


1 * 5 FEES - 


Different cuſtoms have alſo ſome” none as well as Ace ; 
rent utilities; ; and by giving an early biaſs to the mind, may 


produce a ſuperior propenſity, either to the uſeful or agreeable, 7 
qualities; to thoſe which regard ſelf, or thoſe which extend to. 


ſociety. Theſe four ſources of moral ſentiment full, ſubſift; 4. 


but particular accidents may, at one time, make any one of 
chem flow Ak. greater abundance than at another. 


The cuſtoms of ſome nations hut up the women from all 
1 commerce: Thoſe of others make them o eſſential a 
part of ſociety and converſation, that, except where buſineſs 
18 tranſacted, the male-ſex alone are ſuppoſed almoſt wholly 


incapable 


aa m_ 1. 040 10% 00 UE, 


life, ay alſo ware; the = | 


ſentiments, | 


Of all nations i: in the world, VE polygamy was not allow- 


ed, the GREEKS ſeem to have been the moſt reſerved in their 


commerce with the fair-ſex, and to, have impoſed on them the 
ſtricteſt laws of modeſty and decency. We have a ſtrong in- 


ſtance of this in an oration of Lys1as K. A widow injured, 
ruined, undone, calls a meeting of a few of her neareſt friends 
and relations; and though never before accuſtomed, 1 the 
orator, to ſpeak in the preſence of men, the di 
circumſtances conſtrained her to lay the caſe before thaw. The 


very opening her mouth in ſuch A round, it * | 


an apology. 


When 128 prufecuted his n to make them 


refund his patrimony, it became neceſſary for him, in the 
eourſe of the law-ſuit, to prove that the marriage of ArHo- 


Büs's ſiſter with ON ETER was entirely fraudulent, and that, 


notwithſtanding her ſham marriage, ſhe had lived with her 
brother at Ar HREN Ss for two years laſt paſt, ever ſince her di- 


vorce from her former huſband. And 'tis remarkable, that 


though theſe were people of the firſt fortune and diſtinction in 
the city, the orator could prove this fact no way, but by call- 8 
| ing for her female llaves to be put to the queſtion, and by the 

pl evidence of one phyſician, who had ſeen her in her brother” 8. 


| hou 0 during 5 illneſs F. $a reſerved were GREEK manners. : 
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We man be ayred, that an ertreme ptrity Gas the TOR? 

quence of this zeſerye, Acchrdingly ve findz th cxdtpeithe 
fabulous Rories of an nk u and a E ier TRA, thert 
ſcarce is an inſtance, of any event, in the Gu EK lor HE 
proceeded from the intrigues of women, On the other hun 
in modern times, particularly in a neighbouri ng nene the 


feinaleseriter into all tranſactions and all management ol of ehen 


N ef 


; and ſtate: And no man can expect Taccels, who takes n not care 
to obtain their good graces: | HaRRT the third, by ichen 
the diſpleaſure of the fair, endangered his crown and Lolk His 


19 1 ADA _ 
5 a8 much as 07 his indulgence to 1 . bins _ 
* 51 2 Jo 4 Þ 51110 


"TW acti to diſſetble The ene a very fret 
commerce between the ſexes, and of their” Irving mutt toes 
ther, will often terminate in intrigues and gallantry. W 
muſt ſacrifice. ſomewhat of the v/eful, if we be very anxibus 

to obtain all the agreeable qualities; and. cannot pretend to 
reach alike; every kind of advantage. Inſtances of licence, 
daily multiphying, will weaken. the ſcandal with” the one 'fex, 
and teach the ther, by degrees, to adopt the famous makin 
of La FONTAINE, with regard to female infidelity, that if 


one knows it, it is but a ſmall matter; Y one _ it not, it it 
nothing *. «d ESO ' 3603 „off 10t 


0 : 5 40 4 mov 2 


98 people a are We 0 to think, har as beſt way of ad- 
| juſting all differences, and of keeping the proper medium be. 
tween the agreeable and the uſeful qualities of che ſex, is to 
live with them after the manner of the Ro MAN and the 
ENCLIsH (for the cuſtoms of theſe two nations ſeem” ſimi far 


28 ar 4 
Qsand on le ſcait, c'eſt peu de * 
Quand on ne le ſcait pas, ce neſt rien. 
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in dis rd 4) ;that is, without iliske pA „ad 43 ur 
Jenloufre-s By in parity of reaſbnz te eviſiotas f the Bp AE 
NLARDS and of the ITALIA XS of an Age age {for che Preſent 
are very different) muſt be the worſt of any; becauſe they "fa. 

vour-both: gallantry andyealouſy, eomgrint 200 monk 55555901 
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als Nate Nu dd gion „ 41. 7115 [199511Eq e291) bot nt 

„Nor will theſe different cuſtoms of nations affock only the 
one ſex: Their idea of perſonal merit in the males muſt Al 
be fomewhat different with regard, at leaſt, to converfation; 

addreſs, and humour. The one nation, where the Hen Ibvs 
much apart, will naturally more approve. of prudence; the 
other of gaiety. With the one fimplicity of manners will de 
in the higheſt eſteem; with the other, politeneſs. The one | 
| will diſtin Hh. themſelves by eee and judgment: tlie 
other, by taſte and delicacy. Phe The elequence f the born 
wall: ſhine -moſt in the fenate; that 0 the other, "01 


on 1 e 
theatre. Jet ef 8 anp Mn pr 511% H 016790. 0? 
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it muſt be onfeſſed, that chance has a great influence on na- | 
tional. manners; and many events happen i in ſociety, which : are 
nato be accounted for by general rules. Who could! imagine, 
for inſtance, that the Romans, who lived freely with theilt 


women, ſhould be very indifferent about mulic, and eſteem 
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* Puring che time of the emperors, the. —_ ſeem. to baye been more given to | 


intrigues and gallantry than the EN OL Is H are at preſent; And the women of condi, 
tion, in order to fetal their lovers, endeavoured to fix : a name of reproac on thoſe 


mmm wenching and low amours. They were called AxciLLa! A101. 5 
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ES 0. moral ſentiment, Which, naturally ariſe 
pda A republican or monarchical government; are alſo very 

| bvious ; as well as thioſe, which. Proceed. from general riches 
or poverty, union or faction, ignorance or learning. I ſhall 

coficlude this long diſcourſe with obſerving, that different 
Rand fituations vary not the original ideas. of merit 
(56 ever they may, ſome conſequences) in any very eſſential 
: Point, and prevail chiefly with regard to young men, who 

can aſpire to the agreeable qualities, and may attempt to pleaſe. 5 
The MANNER, the ORNAMENTS, the, GRACES, 
Which ſiiceeed in this ſhape; are more arbitrary and, cat: 
But the merit of riper years is almoſt everywhere the lame. 
and conſiſts chiefly in integrity, humanity, ability, k v 

| * and the other more ſolid and uſeful een of the hu- 

man mind ws 4H Ded ans i i 40151 8. 


What you inſiſt on, replied PALAMEDES, may haye ſome 
; when you adhere to the maxims of common life 
and ordinary conduct. Experience and che practice of the 


world readily correct any great extravagance on either x: ide, 
1014 9m 


But vrhat ſay you to artificial lives and manners? How, do 
you reconcile the maxims on which, in different ages and na- 


-- tions,” theſe are founded ? 
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What do you hail If artificial lives and deulau v! 
aid fl. I explain myſelf, replied he. You know, that religion 
al had, ig, antient times, very little influence on common = 


And that, after men had performed their r duty 1 in ſacrifices'an 
prayers 
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peace and happineſs of human ſociety. Au. Mole ages, it whs 


| Us and deportment ; and accordingly, we may obſerye, 
2 that this being the ſole principle, by which a man could eleyate 


N ln ſelf above his fellows, it acquired a mighty aſcendant oyer 


| many, and produced great ſingularities of maxims,, 
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conduck. At preſent, that philoſophy has loſt the allurement 
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er; as the antient religion was limited to ſacrifices. in the 
Ample⸗ Its place i is now ſupplied by the mode 
2 hich inſpects our whole con Unc 
tue tö our actions, to our words, to 


ur very thoughts and in- 


Alinations ; a rule ſo much the more en that it is guarded | 
by infinite, though diſtant, rewards and puns: ; and no 


infraction of it can ever "wo concealed. or diſguiſed, - 
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oth 9 difgrace any. philoſophic name 'by a compariſon with 
on Tet d us compare him to PAsCAL, a man of parts and genius 
ds well as DioceN Es himſelf; and perhaps too, a man of vir- 

tue, had he allowed his virtuous inclinations. to have exerted 
and diſplayed themſelves. 


| rogues rely © | 
qt Th e foundation of Dioctnes $ conduct was an enfleavour 


| 1 10 render h. himſelf an (dependent hoe as much! 8 ene. | 
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e buſineſs of ph loſophy alone to regulate men's ordinary 


of novelty, it has no ſuch extenſive influence; but ſeems to 
Deonfiie itſelf moſtiy to peculations in che cloſet; in, the fame 


de xeligion, 
;-and-preſcribes. an ynryerſal' 


LOGENES 18 Aa wot celebrated mide of extravagant phi- 5 
8 op! by. Let us ſcek a parallel to him in modern times. We 


e JOMINICS or LoroLAs, or any canonized monk or friar. 
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a perpetual ſenſo of his dependende before” his! ei, uad never 
to forget his numberleſs wunts and neceſſities. The antient 
ſupported himſelf IF: magnanimity, oftentation,, pr. le, and the 
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1 his on 'fuperiority, above his fellow-c eatu 
mäder made conſtant, profeſſion of humility and abafement,. 
of” the contempt and hatred of himſelf; and endeavoured to 
5 atthin "theſe ſuppoſed virtues, as far as they are attai 
The auſterities of the GREEK were in order to inure himſel 
to: hardſhips, and prevent his ever ſuffering: Thoſe of the, 
FRENCHMAN were embraced merely for their own ſake, and 
in order to ſuffer as much as poſſible. The philoſopher 1 in- 
dulged himſelf in the moſt beaſtly pleaſures, even in public: 
The ſaint refuſed himſelf the moſt innocent, even in private. 
The former thought it his duty to love his friends, and to rail 
at them, and reprove them, and ſcold them: The latter en- 
deavoured to be abſolutely indifferent towards his neareſt re- 
lations, and to love and ſpeak well of his enemies. The great 
object of DOE NES wit was every kind of ſuperſtition, that 
is, every kind of religion known in his time. The mortality 
of the ſoul was his ſtandard principle; and even his ſentiments 
of a divine providence ſeem to have been very licentious, . The 
moſt ridiculous ſuperſtitions directed PascAL's faith and prae- 


tice; and an extreme contempt of this life, in compariſon of 
the future, was the chief foundation of his conduct. 


In ſuch a remarkable contraſt do theſe two men ſtand: Yet 
both of them have met with general admiration in their diffe- 
rent ages, and have been, propoſed as models of imitation. 
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challenge our principal attention, d wit, bat. conce 
foundation in reaſon, and chat came its origin in human 
| nature. . Happily, the firſt queſtion, Which is the t mpor- 
wa, admits of the moſt 8 at leaſt, the cleareſt Clan. 
5 whole frame of nature beſpenks an intelligent autho 
| and; avid: 'efiquiret 4 ban, after ſerious reflection, ſuſpend 
ais belief a moment with regard to the primary principles of 
„ genuine Theiſin and: Religion. But the other queſtion, con- 
cerning the origin of religion in human natüre, is expoſed a 
ſome, more difficulty. The belief of inviſible, intelligent 
power has been very generally diffuſed over the human race, 


in a all places and in all 14 - but it has neither perhaps been oo 
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ments of Religion, if travellers and . may be cre- 
Gited ; and no two nations, andſcgrce any two men, have ever 
agree preciſely 1 in the fame ſentiments. It would appear 
ne Oxe, chat this preconception ſprings- not from an origi- 
nal inſtinct or primary impreſſion of nature, fuck : a8 gives riſe. 
to ſelf-love, affection between the ſexes, love of prog 
titude, reſentment; ſince every inſtinct of this kind 
found abſolutely univerſal in all nations and ages, and has al 
ways a Preciſe determinate object, which itinfle bly purſues. 
The firſt religious principles muſt be ſecondary; ack _ may 
eaſily be perverted by various accidents and enen and 2 
operation too, in ſome caſes, may, by an extraordinary con- 
currence of circumſtances, be altoge ther E 1 What 


thoſe princi ples are, which give riſe to the nn belief, and 
whit thoſe accidents and cauſes are, which b direc its 5 opersh om: 
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It appears to me, that if we yr Fong ae »ement of 

wman ſociety, from rude beginnings to a ſtate of greater per 
- fection, polytheiſm or idolatry was, and ne neceſſarily muſt have 
been, the firſt and moſt antient religion of mankind. This 
opinion J. ſhall . mee to confirm by the * ar- 
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þ » T 18 a matter  & fact ee, 100 3 I 700 years | 
| ago all mankind were idolaters. The doubtful and — 
Ver L. II K J ' 


\ | 


434 Tun, Nan Nis ron ormicibanh ; 

| principles f ax philoſophers,” or die hei And lat 400 

not entirely Pure, f obne or two nations, form 0! obj 77 
worth regarding. Bebeld then the elear teftithoty Br bi ſtory LIN 
The farther. We mount up into antiquity, the more ds I go 
mankind plunged into idolatry. Nb inarkd; ub Hitiptotts"& 
any more perfect religlon. The moſt antient records of 1 Hüma 1 hs 
race ſtill preſent us with polytheiſm as the popular und Fn 1 
bliſhed ſyſtem, The north, the ſouth, the eat, tie weft, give” 
their unanimous teſtimony to che fame a What Cad be 
oppoſed to ſo full a6: vienceññ RON: 5 Loni * 
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As far 48 ww wilting or hiſtory reaches, napkin in; antient 
times, appear unryerfally | to have been polycheiſts. Shall we 
aſſert, that, in more antient times, before the \knowlege.. [Gr 
letters, "br he Uſcovery of ; any art or ſcience, men. entertained; ; 
the principles of pure theiſm? That is, While they were ig⸗ 

norant and barbarous, they diſcovered truth: But Jer into 

ertor a8 oon as they Fung learning and politeneſs. Cy 
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Hille 
of probability, but alſo our preſent experience concerning the 


principles and opinions of barbarous nations. 1 he! lavage 
tribes of AMER 1CaA; AFRICA, and As ILA are all Aolaters, 
Not a ſingle exception to this rule.  Infomuch h, that, were a 
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traveller to' tranſport hiniſelf into any un nown region; if he 


ien 
found inhabitants cultivated with arts 85 ſciences, though 


even upon that ſuppoſition there are odds againſt their Peng 
theiſts, yet could he not fafely, till farther 3 inquiry, pronounge 
any thing on that head: But if he found them ignorant and 


barbarons, he might beforehand declare, them idolaters;, and 
W Kater, 18 nen of his 8 paiſtak en. 
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a powerful, though limited being, with uma! palhörtd Ad 
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inferior to ſuperior: By abftracting from Achat, i is imperfed,., * 
it forms an igen of berkection: c We 4 diſtin 


obler2 parts of its own Frame fro Bolt 9 
n6bler? own rame fr l he Bro or, it learns 50 
trünsfet ö tily⸗ the fothier, much 7 and beige, to ans; 


divinit Nothing could ifturb' this natural Foprels of. 
chen ght;"but konne Gbeisus l e mee argument, ieh, ; 
might immediately lead them nnd into the 1 Principles of 
theiſmn, ; and n make it overleap,: at one bound, the vaſt; interval 
whic 18 interpoſed between the Human and the divine. nature.) 
But thoug h "fallow, "that the ordet and frame of the : untverſe, 
when geo W cached, alte rds ſuch, an, Argument yet L. 
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inceſſant hopes and fears, which actuate the human mind” 
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n and dignity of it, was divided . deities. 
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The gods, ſays Cox 10oLANus in Diovxs tus“ , baye an in- 


fluente in every affair; but above all, in War; where. the 


event is ſo uncertain. All human life, eſpecially before: the in- 


ftitution of order and good government, being ſubject; to for 


tuitous accidents; it is natural, that ſuperſtition ſhould prevail 


every where in barbarous ages, and put men on the moſſ ear- 


neſt exquiry concerning thoſe inviſible powers, who diſpoſe of 


their happineſs or miſery. Ignorant of aſtronomy and the 


anatomy of plants and animals, and too little eurious to obſerve 


the admirable adjuſtment of final cauſes ; they remain ſtill un- 
acquainted with a firſt and ſupreme creator, and with that in- 
finitely perfect ſpirit, who alone, by his almighty: will, be- 


ſtowed order on the whole frame of nature. Such a- magni- 


ſicent idea is too big for their narrow conceptions, which can 
neither obſerve the beauty of the work, nor comprehend 
grandeur of its author. They ſuppoſe their deities, have 
potent and inviſible, to be nothing but a ſpecies of human 
creatures, perhaps raiſed from among mankind; and retaining 
all human paſſions and appetites, together with corporeal limbs 


and organs. Such limited beings, though maſters of human 


fate, being, each of them, incapable of extending his influ- 
ence every where, mult be vaſtly multiplied, 1 in order to anſwer 
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No topic is more wfual with-alt: popular ddriges 3 n 


| * the adwantages of aftiQion, in bringing men to n due 


ſenſe of religion; by ſubduing their Sonfidenee and-ſenfuatity, 
which in times of proſperity, make them forgetful of a divine 
providence. Nor is this topic confined merely to modern re- 
ligions. The antients have alſo employed it. Fortune bas never 


Tiberally, without envy, fays a GRERK hiſtorian®, beftowed | 


an unmixei happineſs on mattkind ; but with all ber gifts has 


ever. romforned Jome diſaſtrous - circumſtance, in order to chaſtize 


men into a reverence for the gods, whom, in a eee conſe | 
of proſperity, they are apt to meglett and forget. 06303. 
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What age or period of life. is the moſt addicted {to pe- 


bn The weakeſt and moſt timid. What ſex? The ſame 
anßwer muſt be given. The leaders and extmples of very lin 


of ſupenſtition, ſays 8 AO , are the women. "Theſe excite 
the men to devotion and ſupplioations, and the-objeFvance re- 
lg iout days. It ts rare to meet. with: one that liver apart from 
the females, and yet is addicted to ifuth- prattioes. And nothing 
can, for this reaſon, be more improbable, 'thim the acrount given 
of an order of men among the GE'TEs, who prathifed eelibacy, 
aud were notwithſtanding the moſt religious fanatics... A me- 
thod of reaſoning, which would lead us to entertain a bad idea 
of the devotion of monks; did we not know by an expe- 


rience, not ſo common, perhaps, in 8STRABO's days, that one 


may practiſe celibacy, and profeſs chaſtity; and yet maintain 


the cloſeſt connexions and moſt entire ſympathy with that ti- 
morous and one. ſex. 
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of mankind almoſt univerſal, is, that-there is inviſible, intel. 


ligent power in the world: But whether this power be ſupreme 


or ſubordinate, Whether confined to one being, or diſtributed 
among ſeveral, what attributes, qualities, connexions or prin- 


ples of action ought. to be aſcribed. to thoſe beings; concern- 
ing all theſe points, there is the wideſt difference in the pow 
pular ſyſtems of theology. Our anceſtors in Ev ROPE, before 
the revival of letters, believed, as we do at preſent, that there 


Was one ſupreme God, the author of nature, whoſe power, 
though in itfelf uncontroulable, was yet often exerted by the 
interpoſition of his angels and ſubordinate miniſters, who ex- 
ecuted his ſacred” purpoſes, But they alſo believed, that all 

nature was full of other inviſible powers ; fairies, goblings, 
ves, ſprichts; beings, ſtronger and mightier than men, but 
arent inferior to the celeſtial ne Niere furround the ds ne 


Miel ce exiſtence of God and of his angels; would not his 
impiety juſtly have deſerved the appellation of atheiſin, even 


though he had fill allowed, by fome odd capricious reaſoning, 


that the popular ſtories of elves and fairies were juſt and well- 
grounded a difference, on the one Hand, between ſueh a 
perſon and a genuine theiſt is infinitely greater tHan that, on- 


the other, between. him and. one that abſolutely. excludes; all 


_ inviſible intelligent power. And it is a fallacy, merely from 
the . reſemblance. of names, et any conformity of 
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born r men, W 10 were their enemies, had formerly b cep ob "oblige 
to diſguiſe themſelves under the ſemblance of bealts f. le 


CAuxit, a nation in the Leſſer A314, reſolving, nes . 
r . 1 N OY, 

ſtran ge gods among them, regularly at certain Tealons, aſſembled 

| themſelyes _compleatly armed, beat the. air With 8 LIN 


and proceeded. in 1 manner to their frontiers; in rde r, as 
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they ſaid, to expel the foreign deities . Not even 1 the 1 immor- 
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1 Diod: Sic. lib. 1. dag de Saeriftclis. | Ovid alludes to the fame lion, 
Metam. lib, v. 1, 321. 99 Man1Ltvus, lib. iv. ; 


I Herodot. lib. i. 1 "on as res de bello Gallico, lib; ir, 0 
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Many ills, ſays Dioxx in HoMER to Venus wounded by 
6 8b. many ills, my daughter, have the gods inflited 


on men: And many ills, in return, have men inflicted on 


the gods . We need but open any clafſic author to meet with 
theſe groſs repreſentations of the deities; and Lonc1xvs f 
with reafon obſerves, that ſuch ideas of the divine nature, if 
anion, taken, contain a true atheiſm. 
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Some writers + have been ORE Y ind ha impieties | of 
ARISTOPHANEsS: ſhould have been tolerated, nay publicly 
acted and applauded by the ArHEN TANs; a people ſo ſuper- 
ſtitious and ſo jealous of the public religion, that, at that very 


time, they put SOCRATES, to death for his imagined incredu- 


lity. But theſe writers conſider not, that the ludicrous, fami- 


liar 1 images, under which the gods are repreſented by that 


comic poet, inſtead of appearing impious, were the genuine 
lights, in which the ancients conceived their divinities. What 


conduct can be more criminal or mean, than that of JurIrER 
in the AMPHITRYON? Yet that play, which repreſents his 
gallant exploits, was ſuppoſed ſo agreeable to him, that it was 


always acted in Roux by public authority, when the ſtate was 
threatened with peſtilence, famine, or any general calamity |}. 


The RoMANS ſuppoſed, that, like all old letchers, he would 


be highly pleaſed with the rehearſal of his former feats of 
vigour, and that no topic was ſo proper, 12851 which to Matter 


| * pride and vanity. 


The LACEDEMONIANS,. ſays XENOPHON l, always, dur- 


ing war, put up their "os very early 1 in the morning, in 


* Lib. ix. 382. nk 1 Cap. is. Wu | 
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gather from SEN boa & that it s / uſual fors the Vetäries in 
the temples, to make intereſt with the beadles or ſextonsy/ that 
they might have a ſeat near the image of the deity, in order 
to-be'the beſt heard i their prayers ard 4 PPHentiöng tb Him. 
The TETANs, when belieged by AL EXNU; ER, Mee tains 
on the ſtatue of HERCULES, to prevent that deity 7 Frotti deſerts 
ing:td the enemy f. Avousrus, having cette? "His fleet 
 by»ftorms;>forbad! NR UNE to be carried in proceffiort along 
with the other god; and fancied; that hne had" fuffieiently 
revenged himſelf by that expedient . Aﬀter'GEKMANTEuS's 
death, the people were ſo enraged at their gods, that tley 
ſtoned them in their temples; and W renouneed all alle 
glance in chem ln mit goat ber moored b 210 [09 115 er ml: 
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To aſcribe the wht 94 fabric of the univerſe to theſe im- 


perfect beings never enters into the imagination of any poly- 
theiſt or idolater.  Hes1o, Ds; whoſe, writings, With thoſe of 
HOMER, contained the cxponical. ſyſtem of the heathens 9; 
Hes10D, | 1 lay, ſuppoſes gods and men to have ſprung equally 


from the unknown powers o of nature . And through the whole 
theo PRONE, £ of that author, Pa NDORA 3s, the only inſtanqe * 


1001 


| creation or A voluntary production; : and ſhe too was, formed 
by the gods merely from deſpight to PROMETHE Js, who had 
: furniſhed men with ſtolen fire from the celeſtial | regions *, 
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HP Nh gd! 102  lear ed. age, and had been inſtructed 
by philoſophers in the principles of ia divine creation ot fort 
mation of the world; finding, that ſuch an idea would not 
agrge with che popular mythology, which he delivers, leaxes 
5 Una 2: MAARCE, looſe and detached; from las/fyRemaur: Buys 
quit aui alle Deorum* ? Which-even of the gods it was, ſays | 
he, that diſſipated, the chaos, and introduced! order into the 
univerſe. It could neither be SATURN, he knew, nor Ji 
TER ho N⁰⁵H UN nor r any of the] reetived deities of Pagan- 
iſm. His, theological ſyſtem had taught him nothing upon chat 


head, and he leaves the matter equally undetermined. c 
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Dionon us Sous n beginning his werk with an ee 


ration of the moſt rehſonable opinions concerning the Grigift f . 


che world, makes'no'mention of u deity or intelligent mind; 


touglritis evident from his hiftory, that that author Had a Oath 
greater proneneſs to ſuperſti Ot than (6 irfeligicn!” And in 
_ ahoth&fPAaget, ting" 6f the Te HTE r 515 gal 
im Fü 1%,” lie Tays, that e fo. Feat“ d; f iculty in in $ 
aceGiltitihg for their deſeent, . we Wa ee d chem to be 
din without any beginning of their generation, propa” 
gating, their ra race from all eternity; as ſome of the phyſiologers, 
in treating of the origin of nature, have juſtly obſervedi 14 But 
in ſuch fubjects as theſe, adds the hiſtorian, 4 Which e. ex- 
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before theſe bethought themſelves of having recon 
mind or ſupreme e ae as the firſt cauſe of all. 80 far 
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A ſtrange ſentimentiin ur eyes, to be embraced. bet N. 


feſſed and zealous religioniſt*1 But it was merely by aceidgat, 
that the queſtion concerning the origin of the world did ever 
in antient times enter into religious ſyſtems; or was tregted of 
by! theologersd „The philoſophers alone made profi of 
delivering ſyſtems of this nature ; and it Was Pretty date bo 


Was it Fro e | d profane in thoſe days accbunt 
for t be origin of things 5 Without deity; that THAI Ee, AlCaxt- 
| MENES, Hen acLvovs, nd others, who'embraced#thit ſyſtem 


of 3 daft unqueſtioned; "while AxnAxacorus; the 


brit undoubted thelft am mong the philoſophers; was pettiaps'the 


firſt ha ever was "acchifel 'of atheiffn f. OH 247 bbs bas 
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Deity, eſteems it impious to explain from phyſical cauſes, the”; common accidents of 
life, earthquakes, Nei en, and E and 3 aſcribes theſe to the 


anger of Jerirzs or Nar TAE. A“ A plaid pfbof, Whefldd n derised his Aas of 
- religigus" See lib. XV. p. 464. Ex edit. ROMAN. 304 x KJ: 25 hy | 
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4 early philoſophers, who really were atheiſts, might he very orthodox 0 the 7 LR ; 


creed ; and why ANAXAGORA: and Sockarks, though real theils, muff natura) in 
antient times, be eſteemed impious. Ihe blind, unguided powers of natuge, , I they 


could producę men, might alſo produce ſuch beings as JuriraE and Nerruxs, ho 


being the moſt powerful, Intelligent exiſtences in the world, would be proper objebts 
of worſhip, But where a ſupreme intelligence; the firſt cauſe of all, is admitted, theſe 
capricious beings, if they exiſt at all, muſt appear very ſubordinate and dependent, 
and conſequently be excluded from the rank of deities.” PLATO (de leg. Nb. x.) affigns 


this reaſon of the imputation thrown on Anaxacoras, his deoying the divinity of 


the ſtars, planets, and other created objects. 
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name of religion ſuch an imperfect nen of: ee bY 
put it on a level with latter ſyſtems 
principles: more juſt and more ſable, Au my — e 4 150 
ſcarce allow the principles of Ma Revs! AURELI US, PLν 


ANR, and ſome other Stoics and Academies, though. inh. 
nitely more refined than the pagan ſuperſtition, to be worthy: 


of the honourable denomination of theiſm. For if the mytho· 
logy of the heathens reſemble the gagent EUROPEAN 7 
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of natutal objects“ and muſt ſuppoſe the world to be th Pn 
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divinities. The ſun, moon, and ſtars, are all gods accorging-to. 
his ſyſtem : Fountains are inhabited by nymphs, and trees by 
Hamddyfadesn HV mbonkies, dogs cats Ant others animals 
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gious veneration. Ard thus; however ſtrong mews Propend 
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ities is apt to cauſe ſome allegory, both phyſical, and moral. 
ty, enter into che yulgar ſyſtems of, polythciſm. , The Nod of, 


war will naturally | be repreſented as furious, cruel, and impe- 
tuous: The god of poetry as elegant, polite, and amiable : 
The god of merchandize, eſpecially in early times, as thieviſh 


and deceltful. The allegories, ſuppoſed ii in Home and ether 


mythologiſts, I allow, have been often ſo ſtrained, that men 


of ſenſe e apt entirely to reject Won: "4 and to confider them 
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Cui the ſon of Venus; the Muſes the daughters of Me- 
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e leaſt reflection. 
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| gory When a gad dg ſuppoſed to profide over any paſſion, | 
event, or ſyſtem of aſtionsꝭ it is: almoſt unavdidable to give 


bim a genealogy, attributes, and adventures, ſuitable to his 


en r. nftuence ;- and to carry on that ſimilitude | 
Raps gr to the 8 98 of 
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_ as the products of ignorance and ſuperſtition ; there being 


no work of genius, that requires a nicer hand, or has been 
more rarely executed with ſucceſs. That Fear and pe are 
the ſons of Maks is juſt; but why by VIãNVs “? That 
Harmony is the daughter of VENus is regular; but what by 


Mars f? That Sleep is the brother of Death is ſuitable; but 


why deſcribe him as enamoured of one of the Graces T7 And 


ſince the antient mythologiſts fall into miſtakes ſo groſs and 
obvious, we have no reaſon ſurely to expect ſuch refined and 


long- ſpun allegories, as ſome er Endeavoured to Uoguce om. 


their fictions 1 


The Fer Ea of the vulgar are ſo little: ſuperior to human 
creatures, that where men are affected with ſtrong ſentiments 
of veneration or gratitude for any hero or public benefactor, 
nothing can' be more natural than to convert him into a god, 


„ Heotov. Theog. I. 935. ＋ Id. Ibid. & eee Peror. | 
2 Itiap. xiv. 267. 


| Lvcs: Tus was plainly ſeduced by the ſtrong appearance of er lich 
is obſervable in the pagan fictions, He firſt addreſſes himſelf to Venus as. to that 


generating power, which animates, renews and beautifies the univerſe ; But i 18 ſoon 


betrayed by the mythology into incoherencies, while he prays to that allegorical per- 
ſonage to appeaſe the furies of her lover Maxs: An idea not drawn from allegory, 
but from the popular religion, and which LuCRET1VUS, as an Er1CURBAN, could 
not 2 admit 5 | | 180 


and 


a 


— — liration and affection of 
the people ä 


by tradition, and elevated by the marvellous, became a' plen- 


Wan figures; gave great enereaſe th 
determined its object. It Was probably for want of theſe” arts 
in rude and barbarous "ages, that men deified plants, animals, 


— once len men. dee bee ben 


tiful ſource of fable; eſpecially i in paſſin through the hands 
of poets,” allegor iſts, nf prieſts, who facceffively improved 
oi Gade and aſtoniſhment or the ignorant Laine, 4 


mod e£0'50 . ͤ anmey 20 Trow - 
1 Puinters too and ſculptors came in for their ſhare of profit 
in the facred myſteries; and furniſhing men With ſenſible re- 
preferitations of their divinities, whom they cloathed in hu- 
creaſe to the pablic Yevotiong atid 


* 


ute, unorganized matter; and rather than be With 
ſenſibte object of worſhip, affixed divinity to ſuch un- 
gainly forms. Could any ſtatuary of 8ST RIA, in early times, 

have formed a j a juſt figure « of APOLLO, the conic ſtone, HE- 


N TT . 


108 ABALUS,, Had never become the object of | tuch profound 


ora L463 * In 


Ted id been received as A {Ea n of the ſolar 
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SrIVro Was baniſhed ws the council of n . 


affirming. that the MINERVA ! in the citadel was no mitr;: ; 
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"of th F e fame kind, b.; iv. cap. 7. The An AAN s and PrssinvNTIA NS adored alſo 
| ſhapeleſs unformed ſtones as their deity. Ax non. lib. vi, Son much did their * 
| 1 wat of che Bavrrians. £ . 
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but the workmanſhip of PND IAS the ſeulptbr T. What 
degree of reaſon/ might we. expect in tlie feligiots belief of the 
vulgar among other nations; When ATHVNIANs and AR Bo- 
PAGITES could entertaln ſuelt grofs conceptions: Nene 


50. 05 SITY: * 1 191165 O 13d $17 


Thele then are 1 57 general principles, of f polytheiſm, 4 8 


1 


in human! nature; and üttle or nothing dependent on caprice, and 


accident. As the cauſes, which beſtow on. us happineſs or 
miſery, are, in general, very little known and very uncertain, 


our anxious Concern endeavours to attain a determinate idea of 


them ; and finds no better expedient than to repreſent them as: 8 


intelligent, voluntary agents, like ourſelves; ; only ſomewhat 


ſuperior i in power and wildom. The limited influence of theſe 


agents, and'their gfeat | proximity to human weakneſs, intro- 


duce the various diſtribution and diviſion of their authority ; 7 


n 


and thereby give riſe to allegory. The ſame principles natu- 


rally deify mortals, ſuperior in power, courage, or. under- 


ſtanding, and produes hero-worſhip; ; together with. fabulous. 
hiſtory and mythological tradition, in all its. wild and unac- 
countable forms. And as an invifible ſpiritual intelligence i 18 
an 'obje&t too refined for vulgar” apprehenſion, men naturally 
affix it to ſome ſenſible repreſentation z ; ſuch 8 either the Tt, 
conſpieuous parts of nature, or. the atues, images * and Pie 


tures; which a more refined'aje forms of its ati tie buy 5 
ZULDELY 1191 


| Almoſt all idolaters,, of whatever.age c or count, \conturtin? 
theſe general principles. and conceptions ; and ever) tlie purti2 
cular characters and proyinces, which they aff gu to cheir de 
ties, arg Not; MO Akne oct # The GRT nan Bede! 7 
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travellers, 
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ellers and conquerors, without much difficulty, found their: 
wn. deities every where; and Aid, This is Mex cuRr, that 
VENus; this Mars, that NæDο⁰T UNE; by whatever titles the 


ä ſtrange gods might be denominated. The goddeſs HERTHA 


of our Sa xox anceſtors ſeems to be no other, according, to 
PA TUS, than the Mater Tellus of the Ro MANS; and his 
conjecture was evidently Juſt. | 


2 : . * 7 
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"os doctrine of one ſupreme 1 the autharaf 4 1 805 18 
very antient, has ſpread i itſelf over great and Populous nations, 


and among | them has been embraced] by * ranks and conditions 
of perſons: But whoever thinks | 


1 


hat it has owed. its. ſucceſs : 
to the prevalent force of thoſe invincible ai ak on which it is 


undoubtedly founded, would ſhew- himſelf. little acquainted. 
with the Ignorance. and Aupidity of the people, and their in- 


curable pre judices in favour, of their particular, ſuperſtitions. 


43 41 4 * 


Even at this day, and i in EvROPE, aſk any of che vulgar, 
Why he believes i in an omnipotent creator of the world; he 


will never mention the beauty o of final cauſes, of which he 18 


* * 2 + He 


wholly Ignorant : 5 He will not hold out his hand, and bid you 


contemplate the ſuppleneſs and variet 7 of. joints in his fingers, - 


their bending all one way, the counterpoiſe which they receive 


from the thumb, the ſoftneſs and fleſhy * parts f tlie infide 


of his hand, with all the other circumſtances, V uch render. 
that, member fit for the uſe, to which it was deſtined. ' To 
theſe be has been long accuſtomed; and he'beholds them with 
liſtleſsneſs and unconcern. He will tel 1275 We the en and 


% * 


4 £ » De moribus Grin, | | | | | 
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mind or firſt Principle of all things has 
: by which” tlature is" governed, gives free a 
courſe to theſe laws, and diſturbs not, at every turn, the 
ſettled order of events by particular volitions. From the beau 


ful connerion; By they; and rigid obſervatice'6f eſtablilhed 


| 


* OY Erde TO Mind. 
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Many theiſts, even the moſt Sade and refined, have denied 
a particular providence, and have aſſerted, that the ſovereign 
ng fixed general laws, 
4 vidulerratted 


rules, we draw the chief argument for theiſm; and from the 
ſame principles are enabled to anſwer the principal ohjections 


F againſt ; it. But ſo little 3 18 this underſtood by the generality of 


h that, wherever ot. obſerve any one to o aſcribe. all 


oo oe © 


; poſition of adeity, they are Ie to ſuſpect him of the grollelt ; 
| infidelity. 4 little phileſe phy, fays Lord Bacow N, makes men 
at hei 1 A great. deal reconciles them to religion.” For men, 
| being taught, by luperſtitious prejudices, to 1 the ſtteſs on 
a wrong place; ; When that fails them, and they diſcover, by 
a little reflection, that the courſe of nature. is, regular and uni- 
| form, their whole faith totters, and falls to ruin. But being 


taught, by more reflection, that this very regularity and uni. 
forwity i 18 the ſtrongeſt proof of a deſign and of a Lupreme 


15 intelligence, they return to that belief, which they had de- 


ſerted; and they are now able to eſtabliſ it on A a firmer and 


more durable foundation. „ face WT 0 


g | 8 


E. mn oF Rnpioroy. 55 

1.401 vulſions in nature, diforderg, prodigies „ miragles, tho? 
tlie moſt oppoſite. 1 to the plan of a wile f ſuperintendent, Tea reſs 
mankind with the ſtrongeſt ſentiments of religion; Þ the cauſes 
of events: ſeeming then-the moſt unknown. and unaccountable... 
Madneſs, fury, rage, a and an inflamed. imagination, tho” they 
fink men. neareſt the level of beaſts, are, for a like reaſon, 
often ſuppoſed to be the only diſpoſitions, 1 in Which we can 


E wie wy mne communication with the 3 
ay e e Wo ut he FR” 


o We. N * he that ce 
the. vulgar, in nations, which have embraced. the doctrine of 


| un full: build it upon ĩrratinnab and ſuperſtitions opinions, 
they are never led into that opinion by any proceſo of ar- 
b- ain but by af certain train ß ninkit ban, Wunde to 


„then Senius and capacity - 140 irn hag HG, 0 , 


1 
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ls may readily hap bin an ide olatrous | 1800 thn though. 


10 . 128 
men admit the exiſtence of ſeveral limited deities, yet may 
chere be ſome one God, whom, in a particular manner, they | 


A mae che. gbje of their Worſhip and Adoration. They may 
eith m hat, in the diſtridytion of, power and. territory 5 
the, gads their nation Was. JulyeRed. t to the Juriſdidtion | 
of that, particular. deity; ox, reducing. heavenly objects to the 
1d mg del. of chings below, they, may IEP! eſent one god as the 
i or, ſupreme, magiſtrate, of che reh, who, though of the 
gulf * ature, rules, them with an a Fs uthority, . like that Which 
Aae earthly ſoxereigp exerciſes over bis ſubjects and vaſlals, | 
Whether. this, god, therefore, be conſidered as their peculiar. 


2 118 Th 


Patron, or as the general fovereign of heaven, his votaries 
Will endeavour, by every art, to inſinuate themſelves” into his 
aher z = and eee . to be pleaſed, like themſelves, 


| With 


—— — Ap AD a W 


uh praiſe and Hattery, tere is no eulogy. or exaggeratipn,.. 


epithets of praiſe. Thus they proceed ; ill at laſt tlley arrive” | 


= alone any rational worſhip or adoration can be founded. While 
they confine | themſelves to the notion of a perfect being, the 


meaſure incapable but by the Fra and fears 0 of [hs Moſt, . 
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which will be ſpared in their addreſſes Go him... it In proportion 

as men” 8 fears or diſtreſſes become n be urbenlt, they ſull i. 
vent new ſtrains of adiilation'} And even he who. oht-ddes, hi 4 | 
predeceſſors in fwelling' up the titles of his divinity, is * 10 7 
be out-done by His ſucceſſors in newer 'and more pdm pot | " 


at infinity itſelf, beyond which: there is 20 fattiler progreſs :' N. 
And it is well, if, in ſtriving to get farther, and to repreſent. 
a magnificent ſimplieity, they run not into i inexplicable myſtery, 
and deſtroy che intelligent nature of their deity, on which g 


creator of the world, they, coincide, by chance, with the prin- 
ciples of reaſon and true philoſophy ; though they are guided 
to that notion, not by reaſon, of which they are in a great | 


167 


vulgar ſuperſtition.” | £4 NAT I 74 75 148 I c nt ; 
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We often find, among barbarous nations, and even ſometimes 
among civilized, that, when every ftrain of flattery has Vers, 
exhauſted towards arbitrary princes, when every human qua- 
lity has been applauded to the utmoſt; their ſervile courtiers 
repreſent them at laſtz - us real divinities, and point them out 
to the people + as objects of adoration. How much more natu- 


8 26 w 4 xy 


ral, therefore, f is it, that, a Limited deity, who at firſt i is ſup- 
poſed _ the immediate author of the particular goods and 


ills 3 in life: e, ſhould in the end be e as n maker | 
and modifier of ad univerſe? e e, e e { 
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ä .ception. See Hiſtoire abregée, page 499. 
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Even where this, notion; of 2 ſupreme deity.in already e- 


| ; vie though, it ought. naturally to leſſen every other 
worſhip, and ahaſe every,ohje@ (of fegrencę, get if a, nation 


has entertained the opinion of a ſubordinate tutelar divinity, 
ſaints a OC angel; Fear, addreſſes to ſthat being gradually riſe 


upon them, and eneroach on the adoration due to their ſupreme 


"ons | The Vugin Mary, ere cheched by the reformation, had 

roceeded, from being nerely a good woman, to uſurp many 
Imi AV *:. Godg and St. Nacho As ge 
liandpp bands, ig i; all. we prayerz rand petitions of the Mus- 
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ning it. Con p UE, have run away with all the popu- 5 
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11k: Cordgliqs anajntaingds tt during the, three; days; When Out ier was interred; / 
the hy oftatic union 9 7 diſſqlved, Joſh that his human ature Was not a proper ob-. 
ZOE n 1908 2921113 | 
Adora Gen, uring that peri Without the 7 art of divination, one might 
foretel, that ſo groſs and impious a blaſphemy would.not fail to be anathematized by 75 
the people. It was the occaſion of great inſults on the part of the Jacopins ; Who 


now got ome recompence for their misfortunes i in the y war. about the immaculate « con- 
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Hourx, in one paifage, calls Ocranvs and Terays the 55 

original parents of all things, conformable to the eſtabliſhed 
| . mythology and tradition of the GREERs: Yet, in other = - 
| | | ſages, he could not forbear complimenting Jur 1ER. the 
5 reigning deity, with that magnificent appellation; and ac- 
. . ceordingly denominates him the father of gods and men. He 
| | | „„ | forgets, that every temple, every ſtreet was full of the an- 
1 ceſtors, uncles, brothers and ſiſters of this Juri EN; Who 
5 was in reality nothing but an upſtart parricide and uſurper. A 
| like contradiction is obſervable in Hes10D ;' and is fo much 
the leſs excuſable, as his profeſſed intention was to deliver a 

true genealogy of the gane. 


Were there a rebginud Fe] we may u muſpecl Mahometanifi of 
«this inconſiſtence) which ſometimes painted the Deity i in the 
moſt ſublime colours, as the creator of heaven and earth; 
ſometimes degraded him nearly to a level with human creatures 
in his powers and faculties; while at the ſame time it aſcribed 

to him ſuitable infirmities, paſſions, and partialities of the 
_ moral kind: That religion, after it was/extinft, would alſo be 
cited as an inſtance of thoſe contradictions, which ariſe from 
the groſs, vulgar, natural conceptions of | mankind; oppoſed 
to their continual propenſity towards flattery and exaggeration. 
Nothing indeed would prove more ſtrongly the divine origin 
of any religion, than to find (and happily this is the caſe with 


Chriſtianity) that it is free from 1 1 nne to 
human nature. | 


{Bb vn. Cmfirmation of this en | 


” appears certain, that, though: the original notions of the 
vulgar repreſent the Divinity as a very limited being, and con- 


% $1 
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Aer hiin only as the particular Uſe öf Health or ſickftefs; 


nificent ideas are urged upon them, they eſterm it dangerous 
id refuſe their aſſent,” Will you Tiy, chat your deity is fte 


| force} 18 ſubzject to human paſſions, palus, ant infirmities; 


caſe, merely verbal, and that they are incapable of conceiving 


Y 7 * be careful! never 10 ſet your bare foot upon the 2 round, 
nor ſpit into a, fire, nor throw any Water upon it, even though 


nobleſt of his Works, if go 
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plenty or want; proſperity or adverſity; yet Wen more mag- 


"and 1 dounded in his perfections; may be overcome by a greater 
has a begintiug, and may have an end? This they dare not 
affrm; but thinking it ſafeſt to ny” with the higher ehe- 
miutns, they endeavour, by an affected taviſiiment and devo- 
tion, to ingritiate themſelves with him! As à cöifrmätiof of 
" this, we may obſerve, that the aſſent of the vulgär is, in this 


thoſe, ſublime qualities which they ſeemingly attribute to the 
Deity. Their real idea of him, notwithſtanding their pom- 
Pous language, 18 ſill as, Poor and frivolous a as ECT. . 


That rigide tene fy the Macraxs, b is "the 

firſt principle of all things, diſcovers himſelf. immediately to 

the mind and underſtanding alone ; 55 but has placed the fun a8 

. bis image in the viſible univerſe; 5 and when that bright, lumi- 

nary, diffuſes its beams over the earth and the fitmament, it is 

A faint copy of the glory, which refides, in the higher heavens. 
If yon would, efcape the diſpteaſute of this Gvine being, you 


it were conſuming a whole city *. Who can expreſs the per- 
fections of the Almighty ? fay the Mahometans: Even the 


npared- to him, are but duſt and 
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of his infinite perfections? His ſmile and favour renders men 
for ever happy; ; and to obtain it for your children, the beſt 
method is to cut off from them, while infants, a little bit of 

ſkin, about half the breadth of a farthing. Take two bits of 
cloth #,. ſay the Roman catholics, about an inch or an inch and 
an half ſquare, join them by the corners, with two ſtrings or 
pieces of tape about ſixteen inches long, throw this over your 
head, and make one of the bits of cloth lie upon your breaſt, 
the other upon your back, keeping them next your ſkin, there 

is not a better ſecret for recommending yourſelf to chat infigite 
Being, who exiſts from eternity to eternity. | 


The GET 8, commonly called immortal, from the ficady 
belief of the ſoul's immortality, were genuine theiſts and uni- 


tarians. They affirmed ZAMolxfs, their deity, to be the 


only true god; and aſſerted the worſhip of all other nations: 
to be addreſſed to mere fictions and chimeras. - But were their 
religious. principles any. more refined, on account of theſe mag. 
nificent pretenſions ? Eyery fifth year they facrificed a human 
victim, whom they ſent as a meſſenger to their deity, in order 
to inform him of their wants, and. neceſſities. And when it 
thundered, they. were fo provoked, that in order to return the 
defiance, they let fly: arrows at him, and declined not the com- 
bat as unequal. Such at leaſt 18 the account, which. HER: O= 
DOTVS gives of the theiſm of the immortal Ge TES t. 


srcr. VIII. __ 8 of Poltheifm and Theſis 


It is remarkable, that the principles of religion have a kind 
of flux and reftux f in the human n mind, and that men have a. 
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natural tendency to riſe from: idolatry to theiſm, and to ſink 
again from theiſm into idolatry. The vulgar, that is, indeed, 


all mankind, a few excepted, being! ignorant and uninſtructed, 


never elevate their contemplation to the heavens, or penetrate 
by their diſquiſitions into the ſecret ſtructure of vegetable or 
animal bodies; ſo as to diſcover a ſupreme mind, or original 
Providence, which beſtowed order on every. part of nature. 
They conſider theſe admirable works in a more confined and 


ſelfiſh view: and finding their own happineſs and miſery to 
depend on the ſecret influence and unforeſeen concurrence of 


external objects, they regard, with perpetual attention, the un- 
known cauſes, which govern all theſe natural events, and di- 
ſtribute pleaſure and pain, good and all, by their powerful, but 
ſilent, operation. The unknown cauſes are ſtill appealed to, 
on every emergence; and in this general appearance or con- 
fuſed image, are the perpetual objects of human hopes and 


fears, wiſhes and apprehenſions. By degrees the active 1 ima- 
gination of men, uneaſy in this abſtract conception of objects, 


about which it is inceſſantly employed, begins to render them 
more particular, and to clothe them in ſhapes more ſuitable to 


its natural comprehenſion. It repreſents them to be ſenſible, 


intelligent beings, like mankind ; actuated by love and hatred, 
and inflexible by gifts and entreaties, by! prayers and facrifices. 
Hence the origin of religion : And hence the TED, of - 1d0= 


4 


uy or polythciſm. 4 e 


But che e anxious concern for happineſs, en begets 
the idea of theſe inviſible, intelligent] powers, allows not man- 
kind to remain long in the firſt ſimple conception of them; : 
as powerful, but limited beings ; maſters of human fate, but 
money to o deſtny and the courſe of nature. Men's exaggerated 
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elevating their deities to the utmoſt bounds of perfection, at laſt 
beget the attributes of unity and infinity, ſimplicity and ſpi- 


rituality. Such refined ideas, being g ſome what diſproportioned 
to vulgar comprehenſion, remain not long in the original pu- 


rity; but require to be ſupported by the notion of inferior 
mediators or F fubordinate agents, who interpoſe between man- 


kind and their ſupreme deity. 1 ele demi- gods or middle 
beings, partaking more of human nature, and being more fa- 


miliar to us, become the chief objects of devotion, and gra- 
dually recall that idolatry which had been formerly baniſhed: 


by the ardent prayers and panegyrics of timorous and indigent 
mortals. But as theſe idolatrous religions fall every day into- 


groſſer and more vulgar conceptions, they at laſt deſtroy them- 


ſelves, and, by the vile repreſentations, which they form of 


their deities, make the tide turn again towards theiſm. But 
o great is the propenſity, f in this alternate revolution of hu- 
man ſentiments, to return back to idolatry, that the utmoſt 


precaution is not able effectually to prevent it. And of this, | 
fome theifts, particularly the Jews and MA HOMETANS, have 
been ſenfible; as appears by their baniſhing all the arts of 
Ratuary and painting, and not allowing the repreſentations, 
even of human figures, to be taken by. marble or colours; 
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leſt the common infirmity of mankind ſhould thence produce 


t 


idolatry. The feeble apprehenſions of men cannot: be ſatisfied 


with conceiving their deity: as à pure ſpirit. and perfect intelli- 


gence; and yet. their natural terrors keep emen imputing 
to him the leaſt ſhadow of limitation and imperfecti 
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Gi itual deity; to 4 limited and corporeal one, and from a. cor- 


poreal and limited deity to a ſtatue or viſible repreſentation. 
The ſame endeavour at elevation {till puſhes them upwards, 
from the ſtatue or material image to the inviſible power; and 


from the inviſible power to an aue n _ Me: 
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vulgar traditions, is liable to this great inconvenience, that 
any practice, or opinion, however barbarous or corrupted, may 
be authorized by it; and full ſeope i is left for na very to im- 


poſe on. credulity, till morals and humanity be- expelled from. 


tie religious ſyſtems of mankind. At the ſame time, idolatry 
is attended with this evident advantage, that, by derm the 


powers and functions of its deities, it naturally admits the g 
of other ſects and nations to a ſhare of divinity, and — 
all the various deities, as tel as rites, ceremonies, or tradi- 
tions, compatible with each other *. Theiſm is oppoſite botli 
© 8.Vennvs FLaccus, cited” by Pine; 16; ili eig 24 dried; thip/16 was 
uſual for the Romans, before they laid ſiege to any town, to invocate che tutelary 
deity of the place, and by promiſing him equal or greater honours | than thoſe he at 


| _ preſent. enjoyed, bribe him to betray his old friends and vgtaries. The name of the 


tutelar deity of Roms was for this reaſon kept a moſt religious myſtery; leſt the 


| enemies of the republic ſhould be able, in the ſame manner, to draw him over to 


hein ſervioe. «Fox without the name, they thought notHing” of that kind could be 
actiſed PiN ſays, that the common ſorm of 1 iovocation was preſerved to his time 
* the ritual of the pontifs, | And Macao! vs has tranſmitted a copy of it. from the - 
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in its advantages and diſadvantages“ As [that foſter ſuppoſes 
one ſole deity, the perfection of reaſon and ge 


zoodneſs, it ſhould, 
if juſtly proſecuted, baniſh every thing frivolous; unreaſonable, 
or inhuman from religious worſhip, and ſet before men the-moſt 
illuſtrious example, as well-as the moſt commanding motives 
of juſtice and benevolence. Theſe mighty advantages are not 
indeed over-balanced, (for that is not poſſible). but ſomewhat 
diminiſhed, by inconveniencies, which ariſe from the. vices 
and prejudices of mankind. While one fole object of devotion 
is acknowledged, the worſhip of other deities is regarded as 
abſurd and impious. Nay, this unity of object ſeems natu- 
rally to require the unity of faith and ceremonies, and fur- 
niſhes deſigning men with a pretence for repreſenting their ad- 
verſaries as profane, and the objects of divine as well as human 
vengeance. For as each ſect is poſitive that its own faith and 
worſhip are entirely acceptable to the deity, and as no one can 
conceive, that the ſame being ſhould be pleaſed with different 
and oppoſi te rites and principles; the ſeveral ſects fall naturally 
into animoſity,: and mutually diſcharge on each' other, that 
ſacred zeal and rancour, the moſt furious and implacable of all 
human paſſions. 


*v'q 


The tolerating ſpirit of idolaters we in  antient and modern 
times, is very obvious to any one, who is the leaſt converſant. 
in the writings of hiſtorians or travellers. When the oracle 

of DELPHI was aſked, what rites or worſhip was moſt accep- 
table to the gods? Thoſe legally eſtabliſhed in each city, 
replied the oracle ®. Even prieſts, in thoſe ages, could, it 
| ſeems, allow ſalvation to thoſe of a different communion. 
The RoMANS commonly adopted the a of the conquered 
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people, and never diſputed the attributes of thoſe topical and 
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j 
national deities; in whoſe territories they reſided. The religi- | | | 
| _ ous wars: and perſecutions. of the EGYPTIAN idolaters are 1 
| indeed an exception to this rule; but are accounted for by | if | 
antient authors from reaſons very ſingular and / remarkable. WE | 
Different ſpecies of animals were the deities of the different My 
{es among the EGYPTIANS; and the deities, being in conti- il | 
nual war, engaged their votaries in the ſame contention. The i lj 
worſhippers of dogs could not long remain in peace with. Wl | 
the adorers of cats or wolves . But where that reaſon. took | i | | 
not place, the EGYPTIAN ſuperſtition was not fo incompatible. 1 | 

"j 


that very large contributions were geren by AM ASIS towards : | 
rebuilding the, temple of "DELPHI... | 
The inteleraber * alin all' religions, which have main- Lots | [ 
tained the unity, of God, is as remarkable as the contrary Prin- : | 
ciple of Polytheiſts. The implacable, narrow ſpirit of the 11 
IEwWs. 18. well known. MaHOMETANISM. ſet out with ſtill Ul | 
more bloody principles; and even to this day, deals out dam- Wil | 
nation, though not fire and faggot, to all other ſeas. And if, al | 
amongſt CHRISTIANS, the ENGLISH and DUTCH have em- I 
braced the principles of töletation, this {ſingularity has pro- lt | 
ceeded from the ſteady reſolution of the civil magiſtrate, in op- i 
Pen to er continged efforts of prieſts and . | 
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paſſing by JERUSALEM, che deigned-not to- ſacrifice accarding 
to the cuſtom of the IE WI SH law. But for what Healoi 
AvcusTus ſo much approve of this conduct? C 


that religion was by the PAGANS. 2 pat and b . 
barous 4. 
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1 may venture to affirm, that few corruptions of idolatry 


and polytheiſm are more pernicious to Political ſoclety than 


this corruption of theiſm is when carried to. to the utmoſt height. 
The human lacrifices f the CAiktHAG 61 NIA Ns, N MEX CANS, 
ba a ene 
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'* Moſt nations have fallen into this gullt; os perhaps, that impious ſuperſti- 
tion has never prevailed very much in any civilized natior 


unleſs we except the Car- 


THAGINIANS, For the TYzlams ſoon aboliſhed ite A ſacriſice is conceived: as a 
preſent ; and any preſent is delivered to the deity by deſtraying it, and rendering it 
uſeleſs to men; * burning wants 1s fohd, pouring out the ah * killing the 
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unt the futon of blood may not — inthe former 
caſe. as in the latter; beſides this, I ſay, the human vi ; 
bei choſen by lot, or by ſome exterior ſigns, oi wow, 5 in 
fo conſideradle a degree, the reſt of the ſodiety. Whereas vir- 
tue, know 2, love of liberty, are the qualities, which: call 
_ down the fatal vengeance of inquiſitors 
leave the ſociety in the moſt ſhameful. 


more pernicious than the death of a thouſand by peſtilence, 
famine, or any updifiinguiſhing calamity. „ 


* 


ilk the temple of DIANA at Anzcra near Roux, . 
murdered the preſent prieſt, was legally intitled to be inſtalled 
his ſucceſſor f. A very ſingular inſtitution: For, however 
barharovs: and. os the common evil often are to 

| antage of the * 


Beer, x. 1. th regard to Courage or  Abeſement. 


wy 6 POS of theiſm' FE! Made we may form 
er obſervations, which will alſo confirm the vulgar obſer- 
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kinds * belief, though. altogether juſt, is apt, Ag joined 


animate. tf a better way of doing him fervice, we ee an injury; 
and fancy that we thereby expreſs, at leaſt, che heartineſs of our good-will and ado- 
ration. Thus our mercenary devation, deceives ourſelves, and imagines it deceives 
the deity. 5 + Strabo, * u. Sueton. in vita Cal. 
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thing) 1 | 4 eee 
8 bapriſin and the Lord's ſupper. - The prieſt, how- 
-ever, to make every thing ſure and ſolid, ſtill continued: his in- 
ſtructions; and began his catechiſm the next day with the-uſual | 
queſtion, How many Gods are there ? None at all, replies 
 Banzprer ; for that was his new name. ow! Miu . 
all! eries the prieſt, To be fure, ſaid the honeſt proſelyte. 
"You have told me all along that 1 bs. but one Oy. 4 
yeſterday 7 cat him, 


Such are the . of our king, the Catholics, But 
to theſe doctrines we are ſo accuſtomed, that we never r wonder 
at them: Though, in a future age, it will probably 4 
difficult to perſuade ſome nations, that any human — 
creature could ever embrace ſuch prineiples. And it is a 
thouſand to one, but theſe nations themſelves ſhall have ſome- 
thing full as abſurd in their own creed, to which they x will give 
aà moſt e and moſt religious  afſent, 


1 lodged once at Pak Is, in the "ſt botel with an embaſſa- 
.dor from Tonis, who, having paſſed ſome years at Lonpon, 
was returning home that way. One day I obſerved his 
Mook1sn excellency diverting himſelf under the'porch, with 
{ſurveying the ſplendid equipages that drove along; when there 
chanced to paſs that way ſome Capucin friars, who had never 
ſeen a TURK; as he, on his part, though accuſtomed to the 
EUROPEAN dreſſes, had never ſeen the groteſque figure 
| Capucin: And there is no expreſſing the mutual 
with which they inſpired each other. Had' the ch plain 
embaſſy entered into a diſpute with theſe FRANCI SCANS, their 
_ reciprocal ſurprize had been of the ſame nature. And thus all 
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them. But what ſtrange objects of adoration are cats and 


| "Roche mu” fays the learned doctor. hs ey are at leaſt as good 


$ the relicts Or rotten bones of martyrs, anfcels his io Teſs 


"ie F antagoniſt. | Are Jou. "not mad, infrſts the Catholic, * to 


ct one another's 8 throat about the breference' of 4 ab agel er a 


Ze 5718 


: cheuer f Yes, iys the* Pagan) T'Mlow it, 3e you will con- 
"Tels, That alt thoſe are "At ated Wh! fight about the pre- 


ene among volumes of ſophiſtry, ten thouſand of which | 


are not equal in value to one cabbage or cucumber}, © 


» ente ſtrange that we Roverich religion, thokek ſo abfars, ſhould yet een 


ue 4 7 eſemplance 0 the Jsw. 18H, that antient writers, even of the greateſt 


; Were. not able ta obſerve. any difference betwixt them. For it is very remark- 
; Ju chat both Tacitus. aud SvzToON us „When they mention that decree of the ſe- 
nde Ander wberius, "BP Wh the EcypTian and Jewisn proſelytes were banned 


an Rour, expreſſy treat theſe religions as the ſame I and it appears, that even the 


Fanrrp Was fqunded on that ſoppoſition. Actum & de, ſacris Eoxrriis, Jupar- 
T7, ISQUE pellendis ; ; factumque patrum conſultum, ut quatuor millia liberrini gene- 
ris ea "Fipertitione infecta, quis idonea ætas, in inſulam Sardiniam veherentur, co- 

His, &'fi ob gravitatem cœli interiſſent, vile damnum . Ceteri 
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Co 


$A * 
- CoaC 2 8 qui i 17% bes 3 ea tenebantur, religioſas veſtes cum inſtrumento omni 
bürkre; Kc SUT ON. TIER. c. 36. Theſe wiſe heathens, obſerving ſome- 
in the general ait, and genius, and ſpirit of the two religions to be the ſame, 


: bee the difference of their dogmas too frivolous to deſerve any attention. & 
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Wor BONNIST' to ſay: 10'a prieſt of 84 18. If we worſhip then, 
replies the latter; at leaſt, we do not, at the fare time; eat 
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. Every. by-ſtander will eaſily judge (but unfor tunately the bye 4 
110 are very few) that, if nothing were requiſite to an 


bliſh any popular ſyſtem, but the expoſing the abſurdities of | 


other. ſyſtems, every votary of every ſuperſtition could give 4 . 
ſufficient reaſon for his blind and bigotted attachment to the 


principles, in which he has been educated. But without ſo ex- 
tenſive a knowlege, on which to ground this aſſurance, (and 


perhaps, better without it) there is not wanting a ſufficient” 
Atock of religious zeal and faith among mankind. Dropo-- 


RUS SICULUS ＋ gives a remarkable inſtance to this purpoſe, of. x 


which he was himſelf an eye-witneſs. While ECT lay 


under the greateſt terror of the RoMAN name, a legionary | 


: epigram: 


ſoldier having inadvertently been guilty of the ſacrilegious 


| impiety of killing a cat, the whole people roſe upon him 


with the utmoſt fury; and all the efforts of the prince were 
not able to ſave him. The ſenate and people of Rome, Lam 


| perfuaded, would' not, then, have been {o delicate with regard. 


to their national deities. They very frankly, a little after that 
time, voted AUGUSTUS. a place in the celeſtial manſions; and: 
would have dethroned every god in- heaven, for his-ſake, had 
he ſeemed to deſire it. Preſens divus habebitur AVUGUSTUS,. 
ſays HoxA dE. That is a very important point: And in other - 


nations and other ages, the ſame circumſtance has. not been 
eſteemed altogether indifferent J. 


+ Lib. 115 


t When IEEE the XIVth took on himſelf the protection of the Jeſuits college of: 5 
Crr RON T, the ſociety ordered che king's arms to be put up over their gate, and took 
down the eros in order. to make. way for it: Which ane occaſion to the following 


— 


Suſtulit hinc Chriſti, poſuitque ing Regis: 
Impia gens, alium neſcit habere Deum. 
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Niotgithltanding the fandity of our holy religion, fays 
Tory} 7 no erime is more common with us than ſacrilege: 
But was it ever heard of, that an AOTPTLAN violated the 
temple of a cat, an ibis, or a crocodile ? There is no torture, 
an Kover IAN- would not undergo, fays the ſame author in 


another place ||, rather than injure an ibis, an aſpic, a cat, 


a dog, or a crocodile, Thus i 18 n true, what Duvpex | 


LR 


4 61 3 er deſcent their 5 be, 
« Stock, ſtone, or other homely pedigree, 
EIn his defence his ſervants are as bold, 70 ih 
ee he had been born of beaten gold. 
| E ABSALOM: and ACHITOPHEL. 


Nay, the baſer the materials a are, of which the divinity i is com- 


poſed, the greater devotion is he likely to excite in the breaſts 
: of his deluded votaries. They exult! in their ſhame, and make 


a merit with their deity, in braving, for his fake, all-the ridi- 


cule and contumely of his enemies. Ten thouſand Cruſaders 
inliſt themſelves under the holy banners, and even openly 


triumph 1n thoſe parts of their religion, ieh their 5 Rerſaries 
regard as the moſt reproachful, , | 


There occurs, I own, a difficulty in the Fee ſyſtem 


of theology; as indeed, few fyſtems are entirely free from 
difficulties. It is evident, from their method of propagation, 
that a couple of cats, in fifty years, would ſtock a whole king- 
dom; and if that religious veneration were ſtill paid them, it 


would! in twenty more, not only be eaſier in EGYPT to ſind 


a me than a man, which PETRONIUS lays was the caſe in 


I De nat, Deor, I. i. | h Tuſe. Queſt lib, 4 | 1 
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me parts of Irary; but the gods muſt at laſt entirely. ſtar ve 
the men, and leave the neither priefts nor votaries re 
maining. It is probable, therefore, that that wiſe nation, 


the moſt celebrated in antiquity for prudence and ſound policy, 
foreſeeing ſuch dangerous conſequences, reſerved all their 
worſhip for the full- grown divinities, and uſed the freedom to. 
drown. the holy ſpawn or little: ſucking gods, without any 
ſecruple or remorſe. Thus the Practice of warping the tenets 


of religion, in order to ſerve temporal intereſts, is not, by any 
means, to be regarded as an invention of theſe latter ages. 


wa 
The learned, philoſophical VAR RO, diſcourſing of religion, 
pretends not to deliver any thing beyond probabilities and ap- 


pearances: Such was his good fenſe and moderation !! But the 
paſſionate, the zealous Auc usr IN, inſults the noble Roman. 


on his ſcepticiſm and reſerve, and profeſſes the moſt. thorough. 


belief and aſſurance “. A heathen. poet, however, contem-. 
porary with the ſaint, abſurdly eſteems the religious ſyſtem of 


the latter ſo falſe, that even the credulity of children, he lays, 
could not. engage them to believe it. f. 


Is it ſtrange, when miſtakes are ſo common, to find every. 
one poſitive and dogmatical? And that the zeal often riſes in 


proportion to the error? Moverunt, ſays: Sp ARTIAN, Ge 


bempeſlate, Judæi bellum quod vetabantur mutilare genitalia 4. 


1285 . Foy 5 5 5 
If ever there was a nation or a time, in which the public 
religion loſt all authority over mankind,” we might expect, that 


»De civitate Dei, lib. iii. c. 17. 


1 Claudii Rutilii Numitiani iter, lib. i. I. 386. 
In vita Adriani. 


: = 
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infidelity in Rome, during the CIckRoN EAN age, would 
openly have erected its throne, and that Cicero himſelf, in 
every ſpeech and action, would have been its moſt declared 
abettor, But'3 it appears, that, whatever ſceptical liberties that 


great man might uſe, 1 in his writings or in philoſophical con- 
Verſation; he yet avoided, in the common conduct of life, the . 
_ Imputation of deiſm and profaneneſs. Even in his own fa-- 

mily, and to his wife TERENTI a, whom he highly truſted, 
he was willing to appear a devout religioniſt ; and there re- 
mains a letter, addreſſed to her, in which he ſeriouſly deſires 
her to offer ſacrifice to APOLLo and ire in Srati- 
: tude for the 1 of his health“ *, 


Po MP 2158 devotion: was. d more * Th all his 
nde during the civil wars, he paid a great regard to au- 
guries, dreams, and propheſies f. Abcusrvs was tainted 

with ſuperſtition of every kind. As it is reported of MI 
Tom, that his poetical genius never flowed with eaſe and 
abundance in the ſpring; ſo Audusrus obſerved, that his 
own genius for dreaming never was fo perfect, during that 
ſeaſon; nor was ſo much to be relied on, as during the reſt 
of the year. That great and able emperor was alſo extremely 
uneaſy when he happened to change his hoes; and put the 
right foot ſhoe on the left foot f. In ſhort, it cannot be 
doubted, but the votaries of the eſtabliſhed ſuperſtition of an- 
tiquity were as numerous in every ſtate, as thoſe of the modern 
religion are at preſent. Its influence was as univerſal; though 
it was. not 5 great. . : AS. waned 8 A their aſſent to it * | 


5 Lib. 14. _epil. Rr 2 ok 4 9 5 F* 
+ -Cicero de divin. lib. ii. c. 24. | 
77 ;SVUETON, ens. cap. 90, 91, 92. Pin: d. ii, cap. 7: | 
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1 0 chat aſſent x was not ot ſeminghy 0 rang. preciſe, and . 
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FR GOL ot "Wo War es e n e the 1 
I _— imperious ſtyle of all ſuperſtition, the conviction of the re- 
ligioniſts, 1n all ages, 18 more affected than real, and ſearce | 
ever approaches, in any degree, to that ſolid belief and Per- 
ſuaſion, which governs us in the common, affairs of life, Men . 
dare not avow, even to their own hearts, the doubts, which 
they entertain on ſuch ſubjects: 4 They make a merit of impli- | 
cit faith; and diſguiſe to themſelves their real infidelity, by 
the ſtrongeſt aſſeverations and moſt poſitive bigotry. But 
nature is too hard for all their endeavours, and ſuffers not the | 
. obſcure, glimmering light, afforded in thoſe ſhadowy regions, 
to equal the ſtrong impreſſions, made by common ſenſe and 
by experience. The uſual courſe of men's conduct belies their 
Words, and ſhows, that the aſſent in theſe matters is ſome un- 
accountable operation of the mind between diſbelief and con- 


N t but approachin 4 much nearer the | former than the 


N 


, 1 
N * 7 ? 9 * * * 
** * 55 


— 


en horefores the. ale: of 1 man, 1, appears oP & lobe and 8 
unſteady a contexture, that, even at preſent, when ſo many OW 
perſons find an intereſt in continually employing on it the | 
chiſel and the hammer, yet are they not able to engrave theo- 

logical tenets with any laſting impreſſion ; how much more 
muſt this have been the caſe in antient times, when the retainers | 
to the holy function were ſo much fewer in compariſon? No 
wonder, that the appearances were then very inconſiſtent, 

and that men, on ſome occaſions, might ſeem determined in- 
ae and enemies 40 the eſtabliſhed e without being 5 
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* S& yr 
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fo in reality; or at © leaſt, without knowing their: own winde 


in that — is ee ee ee 1 Yo om 
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Tr than the modern, is, chat the former were traditional 
: and the latter are ſcriptural; and. the tradition. i in the former 
Was complex, eontradictory, and, on many occaſions, doubt- 
ful; ;,10. that it could not poſſibly. be reduced to any ſtandard 


* 


and canon, or afford any determinate articles of faith. The 
ſtories of the: gods were numberleſs like the popiſh legends ; . 
and though every one, almoſt, believed a part of theſe ſtories, 


yet no one could believe or know the whole: While, at the 
ſame time; all muſt have acknowleged, that no one part ſtood 
on a better foundation: than the reſt. The traditions of diffe- 


rent cities and nations were alſo, on many occaſions, directly | 


oppoſite z and no reaſon could be aſſigned for preferring: one 


to the other. And as chere Was All infinite number of ſtories | 


with regard to which tradition was nowiſe poſitive; ; the gra- 


dation was inſenfible, from the moſt fundamental articles of 
faith, to thoſe looſe and pr 


approached to it, and examined. it piecemeal. It could neyer 
be aſcertained by any fixed dogmas' and principles. And e 
this did not convert the generality of mankind from ſo abſure 


a faith; for when will the people be reaſonable Wen 
them. faulter and heſitate: more in maintaining. their principles, 


and was even apt to produce; in certain diſpoſitions of mind, 


ſome practices and opinions, Which had tlie appearance of de- 
termined infidelity. . 


* 


red the Veen pu habsch a i 


arious fictions. The Pagan reli- 
gion; therefore, ſeemed to vaniſh like a cloud, whenever one 
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To which we: may add, that the agan religion 


were, of themſelves, light, eaſy, and OR ak mb datt 


Pg g 


or ſeas of brimſtone, or any objects, that could much terrify 


the 1 imagination. WhO could forbear ſmiling when he thought 


of the loves of 'Mars and VENus, or the amorous fxg} 
of Ju IT ER and Pant? In this reſpect, it was/a true poe⸗ 
tical religion; if it had not rather too much levity for the 
graver kinds of poetry. We find that it has been adopted by 
modern bards; nor have theſe talked with greater freedom 
and irreverence of the gods, whom they regarded as Kelche, 
than the antients ber of” the real 4 ge of their devotion.” 1 


The — 18 1 5 no means rſt, that hr a a ſyſtem 7 
religion has made no deep impreſſion on the minds of a People, 


it muſt therefore have been poſitively rejected by all men of 


common ſenſe, and that oppoſite principles, in ſpite of the 
prejudices of education, were generally eſtabliſhed by argu- 
ment and reaſoning. I know not, but a contrary inference 
-may be more probable. The leſs importunate and aſſuming 
any ſpecies of ſuperſtition appears, the leſs will it provoke men“ 
ſpleen and indignation, or engage them into enquiriès concern- 


4 1828 


ing its foundation and origin. This, in the mean time, is ob- 
vious, that the empire of all religious faith over the under 
ſtanding is wavering and uncertain, ſubject to all varieties of 
humour, and dependent on the preſent incidents, Which ſtrike 


the imagination. The difference is only in the degrees. An 
antient will place a ſtroke of impiety and one of ſuperſtition 
— 2 a whole ane 92 A i often 
5 1 i * + thinks 


* Witneſs this remarkable paſſage of Tacirus: Preter 3 drum, hu- 
„ manarum * celo terraque prodigia, & fulminum monitus, & n præ- 


S 


5 * 40 ſagia, 
5 


Taye NATUAnAL HisToryY or RELIGION. t 


thinks: in the ſame way, though he = be more guarded in his 


mn tells 1 us expreſly * „that inkocves believed not the 


moſt ridiculous fables of paganiſm was eſteemed by the people 


profane and impious. To what purpoſe, indeed; would that 
agreeable author have employed the whole force of his wit 


and ſatire againſt the national religion, had not the religion 
been generally believed by his countrymen and . ? 


r T» And eben as frankly, as any PEER yeah at 


preſent, the common incredulity of his age ; but then he con- 
demns it as ſeverely. And who can imagine, that a national 
ſuperſtition, which could delude fo great a man, would not 
alſo impoſe on the generality of the people? 


* SToICs dil many agent and even n impious | 


epithets on their ſage; that he alone was rich, free, a king, 


and equal to the immortal gods. They forgot to add, that 
he was not inferior in prudence and underſtanding to an old 
woman. For ſurely nothing can be more. pitiful than the ſen- 


timents, which that ſect entertained with regard to all popular 


fuperſtitions; while they very ſeriouſly agree with the common 


s, that, when a raven croaks from the left, it is a good 


« ſapia, læta, triſtia, ambigua, manifeſta, Nec enim unquam atrocioribus populi 


% Romani cladibus, magiſque juſtis judiciis approbatum eſt, non eſſe curæ Diis ſecu- 
cc ritatem noſtram, eſſe ultionem.” Hiſt. lib. i. AucusTus's quarrel with Ner- 
TUNE is an inſtance of the fame kind. Had not the emperor believed Nx H to 


de a real being, and to have dominion over the ſea, where had been the foundation of 5 


his anger? And if he believed it, what madneſs to provoke ſtill farther that deity ? 
The ſame obſervation may be made upon gore 8 exclamation, on account 
of the death of his children, lib. vi. Præf. 


” Philopſeudes. | + Lib. x. cap. 2 8 ; 
Vorl. II. rr „ enz 
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omen” but's 'b ad ons," when 'r6ok makes a boite from the 
fame quarter. PANETIUS \ Was the only $7616; amongſt the 


GREEKS, who ſo much as doubted with regard to auguries and 


divinations * * Marcus ANTON1NnUsÞ tells, us, that he him- 
ſelf had W SER? many admonitions from the gods in his ſleep. 
It is true, Eprerzrus T forbids us to regard the language of 
rooks and ravens ; but it is not, that they do 1 not ſpeak. truth: 
It is only, 3 they can foretel nothing but the breaking 
of our neck or the forfeiture of our eſtate; which are cireum=- 
ſtances, fays, he, that nowiſe concern us. Thus the SToits 
join a philoſophical enthuſiaſm to a religious ſuperſtition. : The 
force of their mind, being all turned to the fide. of Marry, 
unbent fel 51 in i that of wg ien 1 


— 


 PLaTo 4 introduces 800 CRATES Mk thar "lt det — 


IEK 


ſation of impiety raiſed. againſt him was owing entirely to his 
rejecting ſuch fables, as thoſe of Sa KN's caſtrating his fa 
ther, URANUS, and JuriTER's. det 


zoning SATURN : Vet 
in a ſubſequent dialogue d, S0ckA ns confeſſes, that the doc- 
trine of the mortality of the ſoul was the received opinion of 


the people. 1s there here any contradiction? 75 . ſurely: 1 
But the contradidtion is not in P AN; it is in the pegple⸗ 


whoſe religious Frintiples in * general a UP gh ay eee 
On gr Hotioveb zirft 
op" | | 3191-01041 
* came hr lie cap. e t. Lier in. ente 0 bluon 
$ Ench: f 17 141090 ö e ene een een (2). & EV. 1811 


Wi The $toics, 1 own, were not quite orthodox! in the eſtabliſhed aa one 
may fee, from theſe inſtances, that they e went 2 Ker bats "UN. _ e people tidoubre 
edly went every length. wh e 


* * 73 5 : ke 1 
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rhe moſt Kfer dat parts; eſpecially, in an age, when ſuperii- 
ee eaſy and s pon them . * 144 


b e ee 46 reads bp Hdd , 4. ede i IIc Vd 


of "Me tet” credulity of mankind in thoſe ban 4 4 incoherenleiés, in all 
ages, of men's opinions in religious matters. That great captain and phiiloſopllen, 
che geiple of [SqoraTEs, and one who has deliyered ſome of the mut refined ſenti- 
mic der regard to a deity, gave all the following. marks of vulgar, pagan ſuperſti- | 
tion. By Sdcxares's advice, he confulted the oracle of DrLFni, befbre he Would 


ven nel 


3 in the expedition of Cy us. De exped. lib. ili: p. 2947 ex edit. Leuncl. 


Sees a dream the night after the generals were ſeized; which he pays great regard to, 
: but thinks ambiguous, Id. p. 295. He and the whole army regard ſneezing as A 
very lucky omen. Id. p. 300. Has another dream, when he conles to the _ 
Cenr «17s, which his fellow general CxinosoPHys; /alſo pays great regard to. 
lib. iv. p. 323. The GER xs ſuffering from a cold north wind, ſacrifice to it, and 4 
hiſtorian obſerves, that it immediately abated. Id. p. 329. XI OPHON, conſults the 
| faerifices in ſecret, before he would form any reſolution with himſelf about ſettling a 
colony. Lib. v. p. 359, He himſelf a very ſkilful ; augur. Id. p. 361. le deter- 


mined by the victims to refuſe the ſole command of the army, ' which was offered him. 


Lib. vi. p. 273. CuranDer, the SAR TAN, though very defirous of it, refuſes it 
for the ſame reaſon. Id. p. 392. Xenornow mentions an old dream with the inter- 
re given him, when he firſt joined Cyrvs, p. 373. Mentions alfo the place 
of HzrcuLes's s deſcent i into hell as believing i it, and ſays the marks Uf it are ill re. 

mining. Id. p. 375. Had almoſt ſtarved the army rather than lead to the field 

againſt the auſpices. Id. p. 382, 383. His friend, Bucs 1085, the augür, would 
not believe that he had brought no money from the expedition ; till he (Evc Eid 8) 
ſacrificed, and then he ſaw the matter clearly in the Exta. Lib. vii. p. 42 . The 
ſame philoſopher, propofing à project of mines for the inereaſe of the ArhkEnta u 
rehenues, adviſes them firſt to conſult the oracle De. rat, red, p. 392. That all 
this devotion was not a farce, in order to ſerve a political purpoſe, appears both 
from the facts themſelves, and from the genius of that age, when little or nothing 
could be gained by hypocriſy. Beſides, Xaxor fox, as appears from his Memorabi- 


lia, was a kind of heretic in thoſe times, which no political devotee ever is. It is for 


the lame reaſon, I maintain, that Nawrox, Locks, CLarxE, &c. being Arianz or 
Socinians, were very ſincere i in the creed they profeſſed: And I always oppoſe this 
Argument to ſome libertines, ihe $4 will needs have it, that it) was s impoſſible but that: 
2 28 „ muſt Rave been hypocrites. 
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| che ſane: Congo, who affected, in his Owm family, to ap- To 
pear:andevout, taligioniſt, makes no ſcruple, m a public court 
of judicature, of treating theidoctrine of a future ſtate as a 
moſt, ridiculbus fable, to which no body could give any atten- 
tion F. SalTLus rf repreſents C Sax as ſpeaking, * 
language in tlie open ſenate ft ei 111 
001 on 20A 1: 5519909 7 1 MLS 25 90 FEAT H 11 LIC 
But that all theſe freedoms. Javelin not a total and FT 
infidelity and ſcepticiſm amongſt the people, 1s too apparent to 
be denied. Though ſome. parts of the national religion hung 
looſe upon the minds of men, other parts adhered more cloſely 


to them: And it was the great buſineſs of the ſceptical Philo- 
ſophers to ſhow +. that there was, no more foundation. for, one 


than for the other. oY This 18 the artifice of. Corr in the. 
dialogues concerning the nature. of the god. He refutes the 
whole ſyſtem o of mythology. by leading the orthodox, gradually 

from the more momentous ſtories, which were believed, to the 
more frivolous, which every one ridiculed: From the gods to 

the goddefles; from the goddefles to. the nymphs; from the | 
nymphs to. the fawns and ſatyrs. His. maſter Canntanes: 


had d cxoployed the ſame method of reaſoning . 
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„Pro CLvEnT10. cap. ' 612 L '+ Dekelio-Earatih.. G80 077 
t Cretwoi(Tuſc: Queſt.) lib. alam 5.6. and SEN A (Epil 24.) "A 44 How: 
'NAL., (Satyr., 2.) maintain that there is no boy or old woman ſo xidiculous as to boy; 
lieve the poets in their accounts of a future ſtate. Why then does Luc BTIus 50 
highly exalt his maſter for freeing us from theſe terrors ? Perhaps the generality of 
mankind were then in the diſpoſition of Cernarus in PrATO (de Rep. lib. i.) wo 
while he was young and healthful could ridicule theſe ſtories ; but as ſoon as he be- 
came old and inſirm, began to: entertain F . e 
may obſerve, not to be unuſual even at preſent. A fa 
| SENT. Eurit. Aer MATHEM; lib. viii. 115 
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Upon. 
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Upon alirmhotazonlie greate(tatid moſt obſervable diferentes 
between a traditional, nt hological religion, and a. /y/tematical, 
ſeholgſtical one, are two: The former is often more reaſonable, 
as conſiſting only of a multitude of ſtories; which, however 
exouididfs, imply no expreſs abſurdity and demonſtrative con- 
tradiction; and ſits alſo ſo eaſy and light on men's minds, that 
though it may be as univerſally received, it makes no ſuch 
deep, reer on the affections and underkkanding. 
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The primary religion of mankind ariſes chiefly Kan an 
anxious fear of future events; ; and What ideas will naturally : 
be entertained" of inviſible, unknbwh powers, "while men lie 

: under diſmal apprehenſions of any kind, may eaſily be con- 
Abel! 1 image of vengeance, ſeverity, cruelty, and 
malice miſt occur and muſt augment che affright and horror, 
Which 0ppreſſs the amazed religioniſt. A panic having once 
ſeized che mind, the active fancy fill farther multiplies the ob- 


jects of terror; while that profound darkneſs, or, what is 
worſe, that glimmering light, with which we are invironed, 
repreſents the Ipectres of divinity under the moſt dreadful ap- 
ee e And no idea of perverſe wickedneſs can 
be framed, which thoſe terrified devotees do not readily, with 
| our ſeruple, apply to their deity... SE ey Orr oy LO 
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This appears the er ſtate » eee 8 1 in 
one light. But if we conſider, on the other Hand, that ſpirt | 
of 1 ang eulogy, which novelty has place i in all religions, : 
and ö 


ing any argum 
ficient confirmation of them, that they give us more magni- 


ciples. are various, a 
human underſtanding. 


9 "Tax agent Bieren or RrTG on. 


and bie h: 39, the; genen s, of thels. very stfrrorge Ne. 


expect a qui Litercontraxy, ſyſtem of theology prevail. Every | 


virtue, every excellence, muſt be aſcribed to the divinity, and 
no exaggeration be deemed, ſufficient to reach thoſe perfect Sy 
with which; he is endowed.;2 Whatever ſtrains of, panegyric 
ean be invented, are immediately embraced, without conſult» 

ments or Phænomena. And it 18 eſteemed a ſuf- 


ficent ideas of the divine object of our worſhip and adoration. 


Tan 


If ; 


" Here therefore 18 A Fb oP contradiction between the liffe- 


rent principles « of human nature, which enter into religion. 
Qur natural terrors preſent the notion of a dewiliſh and mali- 
cious deity; Our propenſity. to, praiſe leads us to acknoxlege 
an excellent and divine. The influence of theſe oppoſite prin- 
re ing to the Germ A os me 


In very barbarous and ignorant nations, ugh as the AFR I- 


CANS and INDIANS, nay even the JAPONESE,' who can form 
no extenſive ideas of power and knowlege, worſhip may, be 


paid to a being, whom they confeſs to be wieked and deteſtable; 


though they may be cautious, perhaps, ef pronouncing this 


judgment of him in public, or in his temple, where he may 
be ſuppoſed to hear their reproa che. 


TO: Io e 


Such rude, imperfect ideas of the Divinity Attiews g to 
all idolaters; and it may ſafely be affirmed, that rend 
themſelves never got entirely rid of them. It is remarked, by 
Xunopmon®,. in ee of SOCRATES, that that-philoſo 
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aid one Preſent, become ſuch as the deity a | 


3 & 3 : 4 : 8 1 LES f 135 
I X © | 2 | - - 


co 
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allented not to lie vulgat opinion, "WHRH füppöled me" Sag ts 


| Enow ſome things,' and be ET others Hb faftrbzined 
that they knew every thing; whit was done, fil 


Aid; or even 


thought. But as this was a ſtrain of Pfiiloſophy f much above 


the conception of ad countrymen,” we need not be ſurprized; 
if very frankly; in their books and converſation they blamed 
the deities,” whom A woran ed in their temples“ ft is Gb 
fervable, that HE ROD O us in particular ſeruples not; in many 
paſſages, to aſcribe envy to the gods; a ſentime it, of al. the 


the moſt ſuitable to. a mean and deviliſh nature. The p . 


Vt Frans; however, —_ in _ wan eontalied noth 


merated; with” the greateſt eulogies, all the actions en 


hutes of that cruel, "capricious: goddeſs: May your ang bref, 


* bs, we + 4 2s 


But as men farther exalt the idea of their divi Nn 
r notion of his power and knewlege only, hay 51 his 


often the: 
goodfiefs, which: is improved. On the contrary, in 72 1. 


7 e 2 


to the ſuppoſed 2 of his ſcience and authority, their ter- 


receſſes of their breaſt lie oper befor 


* while they beleveg chat fo ſecrecy. 
fem Hs enen His non event the” inmöſt 
m. They muſt tiien 


be careful not to form expreſsly any mee of blame and 


4 pr 


f 0 lh Nedadhell among. b antients, as a very on philolſopttieat- 


bation, . Al maſt” * , ravithment, extacy?- 


paradox, chat the preſence of the gods was not confined to the heavens, but was ex- - 


tended every where; as we learn from Lucian, Fm ve De eckit. 
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6. 2 Nor Hixzons OF, RxLis 10% 
apprehenſions wh them aſcribe to. 


be | highly blamed, they muſt Aill affect t to l 8525 dre 
that conduct in the object of their devotional addreſſes. Thus 
it may ſafely be affirmed, that moſt popular religions are 
really, in the conception of their more vulgar votaries, a {paces 
of dæmoniſm; and the higher the deity is exalted" in powe 
and knowlege, the lower of courſe is he frequently depreſſed 
in goodneſs and benevolence; whatever epithets of praiſe may 
be beſtowed on him-by his amazed adorers. Amongſt idola- 
ters, the words may be falſe, and belie the ſecret opinion: But 
amongſt more exalted religioniſts, the opinion itſelf often 
contracts a kind of falſehood, and belies the inward ſentiment. 
The heart ſecretly deteſts ſuch meaſures of cruel and implaca- 
ble vengeance; but the judgment dares not but pronounce 
them perfect and adorable. ' And the additional miſery of this 
inward conteſt aggravates all the other terrors, by which theſe 
unhappy victims to ſapenine are * ever haunted. 


Lucian * obſerves, that a young man, hs reads the kiftory 
of the gods in HOMER or HEs10D, and finds their factions, 
wars, injuſtice, inceſt, adultery, and other immoralities ſo 
highly celebrated, is much ſurprized afterwards, when. he 
comes into the world, to obſerve, that puniſhments are by lav 
inflicted on the ſame actions, which he had been taught to aſ- 
cribe to. ſuperior beings. The contradiction is ſtill perhaps 
ſtronger between the repreſentations, given us by ſome latter 
religions and our natural ideas of generoſity, lenity, impar- 
tiality, and juſtice; and in proportion to the multiplied terrors 
Ef thele WUczom, the barbarous conceptions of the ag 
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go 2 v3 a divine being, i 1s Miele nee by the 3 mythology as che inven- 
tor of dancing and the theatre. Plays were antiently, even a part of public worſhip 


on the moſt ſolemn occaſions, and often employed in times of peſtilence, to appeaſe 


_ the offended deities. .- But they have been zealouſly proſcribed by the godly in latter : 


ages; and the re n to a learned divine, is the Horch. of hell. 77 


. 


Bot es to ſhow more evidently, that it is poſivle for a religion to repreſent 
the divinity i in ſtill a more immoral and unamiable light than the antients, we ſhall, 
cite a long paſſage from an author of taſte and 1 imagination, who was ſurely no enemy | 
to Chriſtianity. It is the Chevalier Ramsay, a writer, who had fo laudable an incli- 
nation to be orthodox, that his reaſon never found any difficulty, even in the dodrines 
which free-thinkers ſeruple the moſt, the trinity, incarnation, and ſatisfaction: His 
humanity alone, of which he ſeems to have had a great ſtock, rebelled againſt the 
the doftrines of eternal reprobation and predeſtination. He expreſſes himſelf thus : : 
What ſtrange ideas,” ſays he, would an Indian or Chineſe philoſopher have of 

* our holy religion, if they judged by the ſchemes given of it by aur. modern free- 


1 « thinkers, and phariſaical doctors of all ſets? According to the odious and too 


c vulgar ſyſtem of theſe incredulous ſcoffers and credulous ſeriblers, © The God of the 
« Jews is a moſt cruel, unjuſt, partial, and fantaſtical being. He created, about 


4 Goo years ago, a man and a woman, and placed them in a fine garden in Asa, of 


„ which there are no remains. This garden was furniſhed with all ſorts of trees, 
< fountains, and flowers. He allowed them the uſe of all the fruits of this beantiful 
s garden, except « of one, that was planted 1 in the midſt thereof, and that had in it 
« a ſecret virtue of preſerving them in continual health and vigour of body and | mind, 


1 of exalting their natural powers and making them wiſe. The devil entered i into 
the body of a ſerpent, and ſolicited the firſt woman to eat of this forbidden fruit ; 

ſhe engaged her huſband to do the ſame. To puniſl this {light curioſity and natu- 

40 ral deſire of life and knowlege, God not only threw our firſt parents out of para- 
. diſe, but he condemned all their poſterity to temporal miſery, and the greateſt part 


of them to eternal pains, though the ſouls of theſe innocent children have no more 
he relation to that of Ab au than to thoſe of Nero and Manomer ; fince, accord- 
6c ing to the ſcholaſtic drivellers, fabuliſts and mythologiſts, all ſouls are created 
Sed pure, and infuſed immediately i into mortal bodies, ſo ſoon as the foetus i 18 formed, 
© To accompliſh the barbarous, partial decree of predeſtination and reprobation, 


9 God abandoned all nations to darkneſs, idolatry and ſuperſtition, without any 


ſaving knowlege or ſalutary graces; unleſs it was one particular nation, whom he 
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dud, but.the, abſolute peeetbicy. of theſe ene Mt abi 
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4 Chüſb "bs kis pecuftar people, This e oſen ene ere, le molt Mipitt- 


. ungrateful, rebellious, and perfidious of all nations. After God had jthiis/kkpt the? 


* far greater part of all the human ſpecies, during near 4000 years, in a reprobate 
ſtate, he changed all of a ſudden, and took a fancy for other nations, beſide the: 
««, Jaws.: Then he fegt his only begotten Son'to the warld under the Hitman form: 
© to appeaſe his wrath, ſatisfy his vindictive juſtice, and die for the pardon of ſin. 
be: Very, few nations, howeyer, have heard of this goſpel; and all the reſt, though left 
4 in invincble; gnorance, are damned without exception, or any poſſibility of remiſe. 
«gon [he greateſt part of choſe who have heard of it, have changed only ſome: 
<« ſpecolative notions about God, and ſome external forms in worſhip : For, in other 


* reſpects;. che bulk of Chriſtians have continued as corrupt as the reſt of mankind in 


4 * their, morals ; EY yea, ſo much the more perverſe and criminal, that their Ar 
% were greater. "Untels it be a very {mall ſelect number, all other Chriſtian 45 
che pagans, will be for ever damned; the great facrifice öffered up for Aide 
* become; void and of no effects | God WII take delight fr ever in iheir tormenta 
*« and blaſphemies; ; and though he can, by one Far, change their hearts, yet a 
« will remain for ever unconverted and _unconvertible, becauſe he will be for 

«| unappeaſable and irreconcileable. © 1 t is true that all this makes God odions, 10 


. hater of ſouls, rather than à lover of them j a thuel; vindidtive tyrant} an impotent 


« or a wrathful dzmon, rather than an all-powezful, beneficent Father of f {iris 2% 


« all this is a myſtery, He has ſecret reaſons for his conduct, that: are Kg, vie 3. 


5714 8 SBN 33 


and 5 he appears unjuſt and barbarous, yet we lt babe | contrary, be- 
* Taafe what' 15 injuſtice, crime, eruelty, and the blackeſt malice in us, 18 
< gultice, mereys and ſovereign r Thus the er 
VVVVVCVFVTVVCCCC St2* Fihenonad: 
the fubli ime e myſteries of © our oly 15 Was they have confounded the nature of 
© goock küd' evil; kransfftded the mbit monfroüs pafhofl intd Wvind altfpdies and 
* furpaſſe the pagans in blaſphemy, by aſcribing ta the eternal naturt, as periees'! 


© tions, what makes the moſt horrid crimes amongſt men. The groſſer pagans con- 


* tented themſelves with divinizing luſt, inceſt, and adultery ;; but the predeſtinarian 
« doftars have, divinized cruelty, wrath, fury, vengeance, and all the blackeſt vices,'.; 


See the Chevalier Ranaax's Allah al principles of natural and. zevenled.religiona., | 
Part ii. p. Gez Ag 
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eh HP ae dre, M other places; that the Arminia aud Mia,, Eoin _ 


ferve yery little to mend the matter: ; And ln Ts. 
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Wins; Hoe uch mare tot pence | 
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